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1 INTRODUCTION 

The Municipal Government Act requires that Brazeau County maintain a Municipal 
Development Plan (MDP) to ensure for the orderly planning, use and development of 
lands within its corporate boundary.  Section 673 of the Municipal Government Act 
prescribes that an Area Structure Plan (ASP) must address either generally or 
specifically the proposed uses of land, the proposed sequence of development, the 
population density and the general location of public transportation routes and utilities. 
 
This plan document conforms to the Municipal Government Act in outlining an ASP for a 
very unique parcel of land contained within Brazeau County.  This land parcel, located 
just east of the Brazeau Reservoir has, for some time, been recognized as an important 
natural resource most worthy of protection, but also well located for development as a 
primary tourism destination for visitors to the Grand Alberta Economic Region (GAER), 
Brazeau County and, more specifically, the Brazeau Reservoir. 
 
1.1 Background 

The Brazeau County Tourism Development Node ASP was commissioned by Brazeau 
County in response to a number of past, current and future plan studies and market 
initiatives.  Alberta Sustainable Resource Development (ASRD) is the provincial 
authority that manages the leasing of Crown Land. As the statutory planning authority for 
the lands, Brazeau County will ultimately approve and monitor potential land uses, 
however this authority operates as one of shared responsibility and cooperation amongst 
government agencies and resource companies who currently share and manage 
resources on, and adjacent to, the site.  For this reason, the ASP and the 
recommendations contained within represent a combined vision of Brazeau County, 
ASRD, Alberta Tourism, Parks, Recreation and Culture (ATPRC), local communities, 
potential developers, TransAlta Utilities, Weyerhaeuser Ltd. and the many volunteer 
groups and organizations who share the site and the Brazeau Reservoir area resources. 
 
The notion of enhancing tourism and recreation opportunities at the Brazeau Reservoir 
site has been recognized since the 1970s, ten years after the construction of the Dam 
and at a time when the Alberta Government began formalizing two campgrounds, now 
managed by ATPRC.  The Province of Alberta created three Provincial Recreation Areas 
in the region.  One is located along the northwestern shore of the Brazeau Canal, and 
two are located along the eastern shore of the Brazeau Reservoir.  The southern portion 
of the Brazeau County Tourism Development Node falls with a Provincial Recreation 
Area. 
 
The recreation and tourism potential in and around the Reservoir was investigated by 
the Municipal District of Brazeau in 19931.  It was reported that the area was positioned 
in the marketplace as a local and regional recreation attraction with the need for 
increased and enhanced camping and “group” camping opportunities.  The study also 
revealed the future (long term) potential for tourism development in the form of rustic 
cabin and lodge facilities. 
 
                                                 
1 Recreation & Tourism Potential of the Brazeau Reservoir, Pannell Kerr Forster Consulting Inc. 
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In 2006, GAER, of which Brazeau County is a member, prepared a Tourism 
Development Strategy.  This Strategy highlights maintenance, upgrading, enhancement 
and additional development of infrastructure to support tourism development as high 
priority objectives.  In particular, it cited hands on learning type activities, nature based 
programs/experiences, fixed roof accommodations, serviced campgrounds, small lodges 
and industrial tours as key examples. 
 
The Brazeau Reservoir was also identified as a strong candidate for tourism node 
development for trail and water based adventure, outdoor recreation, and staging for 
dispersed outdoor adventure activities and campgrounds. 
 
Further to these studies, which both target the Brazeau Reservoir as a legitimate 
location for tourism investment; the Provincial Government has recognized the need to 
increase the capacity of public campgrounds, fixed roof accommodation and group 
camping throughout its province wide parks system.  They have also launched a 
reinvestment in existing park sites to upgrade and enhance components and also to 
meet the changing needs of Alberta’s touring market. 
 
The stage has been set to provide greater focus to the Brazeau Reservoir Area and, 
particularly, lands identified for the purpose of tourism node development. 
 
1.2 Purpose of the Area Structure Plan 

The purpose of the ASP is to provide Brazeau County, ATPRC, ASRD, local 
communities and potential developers with a detailed understanding of, and guiding 
principles for, the most appropriate types of development pertaining to the node. 
 
The ASP will also allow for sufficient flexibility that will: permit viable, innovative and 
sustainable tourism and recreation initiatives that compliment existing land uses, which 
comply with resource management agreements that are in place with resource / utility 
companies and land / resource management principles of the Alberta Government and 
which promote shared access, enjoyment and sustained stewardship of accessible 
public lands within the region. 
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2 STUDY AREA PROFILE 

2.1 The Brazeau Market Region 
 
The ASP lands, comprising approximately 82.23 hectares (203 acres) are located along 
the east side of the Brazeau Reservoir, which encompasses 84 km2 when filled to 
capacity.  This reservoir was created in 1961 to provide hydroelectric power generation 
and to augment flows in the North Saskatchewan River into which the Brazeau River 
flows. 
 
The reservoir is the dominant feature of this Boreal Foothills eco-region that extends 
westward towards the eastern slopes of the Rockies.  The majority of the reservoir lies 
within Yellowhead County with its eastern extremities situated within Brazeau County.  
This is where the majority of recreation activity development occurs and includes two 
campgrounds (not full service), three group campsites, all operated by ATPRC.  One of 
the group camps situated just south of the subject ASP site and along the east shore of 
the reservoir is located within Yellowhead County. 
 
The primary recreation activities of camping, fishing and all terrain vehicle use cater to a 
predominantly regional market of recreationalists from within three hours driving distance 
of the site (60% visitors from the Edmonton Metro area, Drayton Valley area and Rocky 
Mountain House).  Some visitors originate from other locations within the Province 
(35%), but fewer numbers are from outside of Alberta.  Access to the area is via the 
paved secondary Highway 620 from the northeast connecting to Drayton Valley and 
from the south via the Sunchild Road, which connects to Rocky Mountain House and the 
David Thompson Highway.  The northern portion of this road has been recently paved, 
but the southern portion nearest the Reservoir remains gravel surface.  Paving 
completion is likely within the next ten years. 
 
The Brazeau Region to the east, west and north of the reservoir can be considered as a 
backcountry region, which experiences dispersed recreation activity by hunters, 
snowmobilers, ATV users and (to a lesser degree) jet boaters who travel the Brazeau 
River east of the reservoir.  The Elk River Road (gravel base forestry trunk road) 
provides vehicular access to Provincial Recreation Area campgrounds towards the 
Foothills (Elk River Campground and Pembina Forks). 
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Figure 1: Brazeau Market Region 
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2.2 The Tourism Node 

2.2.1 Location 

The Brazeau County Tourism Development Node is located along the eastern shore of 
the Brazeau Dam Reservoir, south of the Brazeau Dam and west of Sunchild Road.  The 
tourism node consists of approximately 203 acres (82.1 hectares) and includes portions 
of the following lands:  
 

• NW  7-46-11-5 
• SW  7-46-11-5 
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Figure 2: Brazeau County Tourism Development Node Area Context 
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2.2.2 Physical Characteristics 

Although most of the tourism node is covered with trees and wild vegetation, there are 
also open spaces and shoreline areas.   
 
The tourism node belongs to the Boreal-Lower Foothills forest region.  Most of this forest 
region is covered with coniferous and mixed-wood forests.  Lodgepole Pine is the 
predominant tree species in the tourism node and the surrounding forests.  Trembling 
Aspen, Balsam Poplar and Black Spruce can also be found competing with Lodgepole 
Pine within the tourism node.  Also, black spruce may be found in areas where drainage 
is poor. 
 
Open spaces in the tourism node are mostly manmade.  These open areas consist 
mainly of existing and dormant roads, power lines, deforested areas and camping sites.  
The largest open area in the tourism node is a 10 acre wetland inside of a manmade 
burrow pit.  The wetland is located in the northern portion of the tourism node, 
approximately 800 metres south of the dam.  Surrounding the wetland area are steep 
embankments.  Within the wetland area are several small islands surrounded by still, 
shallow water.  This wetland is predominantly open space, with the exception of a few 
trees and large bushes.  Several species of waterfowl inhabit the wetland. 
 
The location of the shoreline along the Brazeau Reservoir varies depending on activities 
associated with the Brazeau Dam power generating station managed by TransAlta.  The 
reservoir normally operates at 3,170 feet above sea level during the summer months, 
although it has risen in the past to 3,177 feet above sea level.  In the winter months 
when the water’s surface is frozen, the reservoir can drop to 3,102 feet above sea level.  
The reservoir canal operates at 3,148.5 feet above sea level, and can rise or fall by as 
much as ¾ of a foot. 
 
The fluctuation in the reservoir’s water level has led to the development of wetland areas 
along the reservoir’s shoreline.  As well, because the water level can rise and fall 
dramatically, fallen trees, branches and other debris can be found lying along the 
shoreline and floating in the reservoir. 
 
With minimal development in the surrounding area, there is currently little concern for 
light pollution in the tourism node.  At night the primary sources of light in the tourism 
node originate from the moon, the moon’s reflection on the reservoir, and the glow of 
lights at the nearby Brazeau dam outlet works. 
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2.2.3 Environmentally Sensitive Areas and Hazard Lands 

An Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs) Study for Brazeau County was submitted 
to the County in 1992 by D.A. Westworth and Associates.  The objective of this study 
was to identify and provide an inventory of ESAs for land use planning and 
environmental management within Brazeau County.   This study does not identify any 
ESAs or any hazard lands within the tourism node.  However, because the scale of the 
study was Brazeau County, there may be small ESAs or hazard lands within the tourism 
node that are not identified in the study. 
 
Flooding from the reservoir is not expected to be a problem in the tourism node because 
the water levels are controlled by TransAlta. 
  
2.2.4 Existing Land Uses and Developments 

Currently, the tourism node is undeveloped, except for a power line right-of-way that also 
serves as a pathway for service vehicles (and presumably recreational vehicles), and a 
gravel road leading to the Brazeau Reservoir Provincial Recreation Area group 
campsite.  Most of the area around the tourism node is currently under the forest 
management agreement of Weyerhaeuser and is undeveloped.     
 
Immediately to the west of the tourism node is the Brazeau Provincial Recreation Area 
group campsite, which consists of a large, one room dry shelter, two pit toilet facilities 
(male and female), and electrical power for users of the group campsite. 
 
To the north of the tourism node is the Brazeau dam outlet works, which regulates the 
flow of water to the Brazeau Canal.  Associated with the outlet works are existing service 
roads leading from Sunchild Road, and service roads leading south toward the tourism 
node that are commonly used by recreational vehicles. 
 
Several individual camp sites and group camp sites are located to the north, east and 
southeast of the tourism node.  Approximately 1.5 kilometres north of the tourism node 
are the Brazeau Reservoir campgrounds and group camp.  Approximately 2 kilometres 
to the east of the tourism node, along the north shore of the Brazeau Canal is the West 
Canal campground.   The East Canal group camp is approximately 6 kilometres 
southwest of the West Canal campground, and 8 kilometres southwest the tourism node. 
 
There is a significant amount of random camping occurring near the Brazeau Canal, 
particularly by all terrain recreational vehicle users.  Tents or recreational camping 
vehicles are often set up randomly on lands near the Brazeau Canal without the prior 
authorization of the land owner.  These random camping sites are often used as staging 
areas for recreation vehicle users, who use the area’s right-of-ways, gravel roads, river 
beds, shorelines and deforested areas as recreational vehicle trails. 
 
Recreational boating occurs on the Brazeau Reservoir and Canal.  Due to the existence 
of debris floating on or just under the surface of the Brazeau Reservoir, boating is often 
limited to canoes, kayaks and boats powered by small engines. 
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2.2.5 Oil and Gas Infrastructure 

A Response from the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board (AEUB) indicates that the 
tourism node does not contain any sour gas wells or pipelines at this point in time.  An 
inspection of the tourism node indicated that there is no visible oil and gas infrastructure 
that will influence future land use patterns. 
 
Natural Gas in the area is provided by Rocky Gas Co-op Ltd.  A call to Rocky Gas Co-op 
Ltd. confirmed that there are no natural gas pipelines in the tourism node.  The nearest 
natural gas pipeline connection is located approximately 45 kilometres southeast of the 
tourism node, on the O’Chiese First Nation Reserve.  
 
2.2.6 Highways, Roads and Access 

Currently, access to the tourism node is available from Sunchild Road.  Sunchild Road 
leads into Highway 620 approximately 2 kilometres north of the tourism node, and 
intersects with the David Thompson Highway, approximately 65 kilometres south of the 
tourism node.  Sunchild Road runs north-south along the eastern portion of the tourism 
node.  Sunchild Road is a gravel road, but becomes paved when it leads into Highway 
620.  Sunchild Road is maintained by the municipalities that it passes through. 
 
The entire portion of Sunchild Road that passes through Clearwater County to the south 
of the tourism node is scheduled to be paved by Clearwater County by 2012.  This will 
leave a 20 km section of Sunchild Road in Brazeau County unpaved.  Brazeau County 
has indicated that it will pave this portion of Sunchild Road following the completion of 
the Clearwater County portion, resulting in a fully paved roadway from the David 
Thompson Highway to the South to Highway 620 to the North. 
 
The Province of Alberta’s Department of Infrastructure and Transportation (AIT) records 
traffic volume statistics for highway intersections near the Brazeau Reservoir.  The three 
highway intersections closest to the Brazeau Reservoir are: 
 

• David Thompson Highway (Highway 11) and Sunchild Road (approximately 65 
kilometres south of the tourism node; 

• Highway 620 and Elk River Road (approximately 0.8 kilometres north of the 
tourism node; and 

• Highway 620 and Powerhouse Road (approximately 2.2 kilometres northeast of 
the tourism node). 

 
AIT has recorded that an average of 240 vehicles travel north on Sunchild Road per day 
from the David Thompson Highway, of which 118 are personal vehicles and recreational 
vehicles (RVs).  From the intersection of Highway 620 and Powerhouse Road, a daily 
average of 780 vehicles travel southwest along Highway 620, of which 564 are personal 
vehicles and RVs.  From the intersection of Highway 620 and Elk River Road, a daily 
average of 200 vehicles travel south along Highway 620, of which 113 are personal 
vehicles and RVs. 
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Figure 3: Local Traffic Counts 
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2.2.7 Historical Resources 

A response from Alberta Tourism, Parks, Recreation and Culture has indicated that the 
potential of the development of the tourism node to impact historic resources is 
considered to be high.  The tourism node occupies a distinctive upland located 
immediately to the southeast of the former course of the Brazeau River near former 
tributary confluences.  A Historic Resources Impact Assessment must be conducted 
prior to the development of the tourism node. 
 
Weyerhaeuser’s Forest Management Plan for the area indicates that the archaeological 
potential of most of the tourism node is considered “moderate”, although portions of the 
tourism node and the surrounding area near the reservoir dam are considered “high”. 
 
2.3 Existing Local Services 

2.3.1 Water 

Currently there are no municipal water services in the tourism node. 
 
2.3.2 Sewage 

Currently there are no municipal sewage services in the tourism node. 
 
2.3.3 Waste Management 

Solid waste is taken to the Lodgepole Waste Transfer Station, approximately 25 
kilometres northeast of the tourism node.  From there the waste is transferred to the 
Aspen Waste Management Facility Site, situated northwest of the town of Drayton 
Valley, or the Pembina Area Landfill, located west of Cynthia.  Solid waste in this part of 
the County is collected on a weekly basis.   
 
2.3.4 Recycling 

Recyclable waste is currently not picked up as a part of waste collection services.  
Currently recyclable waste can be taken to recycling depots in the Town of Drayton 
Valley. 
 
2.3.5 Electrical Power 

Electrical power in the tourism node is provided by TransAlta through Direct Energy.  
The Brazeau Plant located just north of the tourism node is TransAlta’s largest hydro 
electrical plant.  The Brazeau Plant currently provides electrical services to the group 
campsite located to the west of the tourism node.  A power line is currently located within 
the tourism node. 
 
2.3.6 Natural Gas 

Natural Gas Services for this portion of the Brazeau County are provided by Rocky Gas 
Co-op Ltd.  A response from Rocky Gas Co-op Ltd. indicates that the nearest natural 
gas connection to the tourism node is located on the O’Chiese First Nation Reserve, 
approximately 45 kilometres south of the tourism node. 
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2.3.7 Communications 

2.3.7.1 Telephone 
 
Telephone lines exist near the tourism node, leading to the Brazeau Hydro Generating 
Plant. 
 
2.3.7.2 Cellular Coverage 
 
The tourism node falls within the cellular coverage area of most major cellular 
communication providers, including Telus, Bell, Rogers and Fido. 
 
2.3.7.3 Internet 
 
Access to broadband internet connections in rural Alberta including the Brazeau County 
is provided by Wild Rose Internet Services.  Wild Rose has indicated that broadband 
services will be available at this location in the near future.  Satellite communication is an 
option for this area.   
 
2.3.8 Emergency Services 

2.3.8.1 Fire and Rescue 
 
Fire and rescue services in the Brazeau County are provided by volunteer fire 
departments.  The nearest volunteer fire department to the tourism node is the 
Lodgepole Volunteer Fire Department.  Additional volunteer fire departments are located 
in the Town of Drayton Valley and the Village of Breton (approximately 100 kilometres to 
the northeast of the tourism node). 
 
The Lodgepole Volunteer Fire Department has 6 volunteer firefighters, and 2 operating 
vehicles.  The Town of Drayton Valley Fire Department has more than 30 volunteers, 
and seven operating vehicles, including a newly acquired 75-foot ladder fire truck.  The 
Breton Volunteer Fire Department has 13 volunteers, and 3 operating vehicles. 
 
2.3.8.2 Policing  
 
Policing services in the Brazeau County are provided by the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police, who operate a station in the Town of Drayton Valley.  This RCMP detachment 
includes nine constables, two corporals, and one staff sergeant.  There is also a 
Municipal Public Safety Officer who services the County. 
 
2.3.8.3 Medical Services  
 
The Drayton Valley & District Health Complex is located in the Town of Drayton Valley.  
The Health Care Centre provides medical services for the Brazeau County area.  Also 
located in Brazeau County is the Breton Health Centre.   
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2.3.8.4 Medical Emergency Response 
 
There are three ambulances in Brazeau County.  Two are located in Drayton Valley, and 
one is located in the Village of Breton. 
 
2.3.8.5 Search and Rescue 
 
Search and Rescue services for the Brazeau County are organized by the Brazeau 
Regional Search and Rescue Team, located in the Town of Drayton Valley.  Members 
are experienced in rural, urban, ice and water rescue, and are trained in basic SAR 
techniques, first aid and CPR.  Resources of the Search and Rescue Team include all-
terrain and 4-wheel drive vehicles, horses and boats.  The Search and Rescue Team 
consists of 56 volunteer members. 
 
2.3.8.6 9-1-1 Emergency Response 
 
A 9-1-1 emergency response service is provided in Brazeau County. 
  
2.4 Existing Land Management 

2.4.1 Fur Management Licences 

A Fur Management Area is a large tract of public land where the holder of a fur 
management license has the authority to hunt and trap furbearing animals for a period of 
five years.  The tourism node falls within two registered Fur Management Area; Area 911 
(managed by Frank Spruyt), and Area 522 (managed by Arthur Rain).  A third Fur 
Management Area, Area 1030 (managed by Ernie Westling) is located to the east of the 
tourism node.  Holders of Fur Management Area licenses must be notified of future 
development plans. 
 
2.4.2 Water Development License 

A Water Development License restricts land use developments near a body of water to 
mitigate impacts on a user of the water.  It is a lease agreement for Crown land.  
TransAlta currently has a Water Development License for the Brazeau Reservoir area.  
This Water Development License covers parts of the tourism node.  
 
2.4.3 Forest Management 

A Forest Management Plan is a document prepared by a forestry company that details 
where, when and how trees on Crown land in Alberta are harvested and management 
for sustainability.  Forest Management Plans are a requirement of Forest Management 
Agreements negotiated between the Government of Alberta and forestry companies. 
 
The tourism node is within Forest Management Area 8500023 controlled by 
Weyerhaeuser.  The Forest Management Plan, effective from 2000 to 2015, identifies 
that forests near the tourism node may be scheduled for cutting periods 1, 2 and 3, 
which extend from November 2000 to November 2014. 
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2.4.4 Mountain Pine Beetle Action Plan 

The goal of Alberta’s mountain pine beetle management action is to mitigate the effects 
of mountain pine beetle on the social, environmental and economic values of Alberta’s 
forests. This will be achieved through aggressive control of infested trees, a reduction in 
the overall susceptibility of Alberta’s forests and, in the case of a major outbreak, 
recovery of dead and dying trees before the fiber is lost.  The tourism node falls within 
the Action Plan’s “Area of Prime Concern.”  
 
2.4.5 Provincial Recreation Area 

The southern half of the tourism node falls within the Brazeau Reservoir Provincial 
Recreation Area.  Provincial Recreation Areas support a range of outdoor activities in 
natural, modified and man-made settings. They are managed with outdoor recreation as 
the primary objective. Some areas are intensively developed, while others remain largely 
undeveloped. Many recreation areas play a significant role in management of adjacent 
Crown lands and waters by localizing the impact of development and serving as staging 
areas. 
 
The Brazeau Reservoir Provincial Recreation Area consists of group camp sites and 
individual campground sites.  The portions of the Recreation Area not used for group or 
individual camping are currently undeveloped. 
 
2.4.6 Yellowhead County 
The western portion of the tourism node abuts a small portion of Yellowhead County that 
is surrounded by the Brazeau Reservoir and land within the municipal boundaries of 
Brazeau County.  This portion of Yellowhead County is the site of the Brazeau Reservoir 
Provincial Recreation Area group campsite, and the nearest access to the shores of the 
Brazeau Reservoir.  Of note is that these lands are the subject of an annexation request 
by Brazeau County to Yellowhead County.  At the time of this report, the said lands and 
the process to annex these lands has been met with positive results.  The approval of 
this ASP by Brazeau County is contingent upon the successful completion of annexation 
proceedings. 
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Figure 4: Development Considerations 
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3 MARKET DEMAND 

 
The Recreation and Tourism Studies previously undertaken for the Brazeau Tourism 
Node both point to the need to improve and expand upon node infrastructure to meet 
current and future demands of visitors.  The following tourism/recreation market sectors 
analyses provide a basis of understanding of these markets and thus a determination of 
investment scope and potential for the ASP as well as existing public infrastructure. 
 
3.1.1 Camper Market 

Almost nine million people visit the Province of Alberta’s parks and protected areas on 
an annual basis.  Seven million are day users, while the rest are overnight campers, 
89% of which are from within the Province. 
 
In Alberta, campgrounds and RV park operators report steady growth in occupancy.  
Many private operators have taken advantage of the seasonal rental and long term stay 
markets wherein both family camping groups and seasonal workers seek guaranteed 
longer term site rentals.  This has effectively reduced overall capacity for accessible 
weekend and short stay camping sites and, in particular, within public campgrounds, 
where it is common to see first come, first serve forms of operation and rentals occurring 
in advance of actual weekend stays. 
 
RV camping by the domestic market is predominantly an activity of Alberta residents 
camping in Alberta; often closer to home and preferably at serviced sites where access 
to mixed recreation opportunities are prevalent.  Families are drawn from cities, primarily 
on summer weekends to spend time close to nature and to outdoor opportunities. 
 
Golf, trail activities, water activities (swimming, fishing, boating), social activities, nature 
exploring and generalized outdoor recreation with family and friends are at the top of the 
list of activities for most camping parties. 
 
Camping trends in Alberta can be traced from data obtained within the 2004 Alberta 
Recreation Survey and, more specifically, benefits, barriers, desired accommodation, 
desired activities and services.  The following tables portray helpful camper market 
information to proponents who may wish to invest in tourism node infrastructure at the 
Brazeau Reservoir. 
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The top five “Very Important” Benefits of recreation are . . . 
Rank Benefit % age of 

total 
1 Preserve Alberta’s landscapes, plants & animals 65.6% 
2 Opportunities for children & youth to take part in a variety of 

activities 
64.4% 

3 Opportunities for families to spend time together 63.5% 
4 Improve quality of life 59.7% 
5 Create partnerships and renew community spirit 36.2% 

 
The top five Barriers are . . . 
Rank Barrier % age of 

total 
1 Time 19.9% 
2 Cost of Camping 12% 
3 Cost of Equipment & Transportation 9.5% 
4 Noisy/rowdy activities of others 7.9% 
5 Facilities poorly kept/maintained 7.1% 

 
The top five Accommodation Facilities are . . . 
Rank Facilities % age of 

total 
1 Hostels or dormitories 13.6% 
2 Resorts 13% 
3 Private Cottages 13% 
4 Primitive Rental Cabins 12.7% 
5 Hotels or motels 10.7% 

 
The top five Sport and Recreation Facilities are . . . 
Rank Sport and Recreation Facilities % age of 

total 
1 Downhill Ski Areas 14.4% 
2 Golf Courses 12.2% 
3 Courts 11.9% 
4 Cross Country Ski Trails 10.8% 
5 Playing Fields 10.4% 

 
The top three Service Facilities are . . . 
Rank Service Facilities % age of 

total 
1 Restaurants or Lounges 8.3% 
2 Gas Stations 7.7% 
3 Grocery Stores & Laundromats 7.2% 

 
The top five Outdoor Activities are . . . 
Rank Outdoor Activities % age of 

total 
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1 Snowmobiling 11.8% 
2 Horse Rentals 10.6% 
3 Hunting 10.4% 
4 Motorized off road vehicles 9,9% 
5 Mountain Biking 9% 

 
There are two distinct camper markets at the Brazeau Reservoir; provincial campsite 
visitors and random campers.  The random campers are, for the most part all-terrain 
vehicle enthusiasts who enjoy riding in the backcountry areas, but are not allowed to ride 
their machines in designated campgrounds. 
 
Visitors of the established provincial Brazeau Reservoir campgrounds are predominantly 
from the Edmonton area and from Drayton Valley.  Approximately half are return visitors 
who stay three nights or more when they visit.  They enjoy the natural setting and, while 
they would appreciate improvements to their stay (washrooms, showers).  They also 
enjoy the spacious layout of campsites and privacy that it brings. 
 
The notion of expanded development in or near the site, the introduction of 
conveniences like fishing supplies, groceries, the development of trails (all types) and 
the development of fixed roof accommodation in the form of wilderness cabins appeals 
to most visitors as long as such development does not compromise the natural setting 
(see Appendix 1 for intercept survey results). 
 
The random campers, as mentioned prior, are predominantly ATV enthusiasts who visit 
the area with self contained camper units.  They are typically found camping in areas 
just north and east of the main reservoir campsite.  No camping services are provided to 
these visitors and, while many are local ATV Club (Drayton Valley ATV Club) members 
who respect the area, it has been reported that some visiting groups leave their garbage 
in the area, cut down trees for firewood and generally exhibit little positive stewardship. 
They ride on trails to the north, east and west of the area as lands to the south are 
suggested to be low lying and boggy. 
 
The number of campers at the reservoir is not well documented and cannot be 
accurately traced, however, through interviews with on-site ATPRC campground 
operators, summer season and fall visitation to the area has easily doubled over the last 
ten year period.  This is mostly attributed to the random camping and day use activity 
and not the activity which occurs within the designed campgrounds where use remains 
at approximately 70% of capacity.  In fact, for all long weekends in 2007, the sites 
(including group sites) were fully booked three weeks in advance with potential bookings 
that could have easily doubled the visitation. 
 
Reported random camping again is not easily quantified, but observed as reaching as 
much as 100 campers on the 2007 Labour Day long weekend. 
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3.1.2 ATV Market 

In 2005, there were an estimated 109,016 ATVs in Alberta, over 24,000 of which were 
new sales2.  At that time, Alberta was expected to experience an annual 5.86 percent 
growth per year suggesting that in 2007 there are approximately 130,000 ATVs and 66% 
of these are used for recreation purposes.  That is close to 86,000 Alberta ATV 
enthusiasts who seek places to ride.  Furthermore, each ATV owner will spend on 
average of close to $850.00 per year on accommodations and restaurant meals and that 
is a quarter of the actual annual cost for gasoline, supplies, insurance and finance 
payments. 
 
ATV sales and enthusiasts continue to grow in Alberta’s booming economy and on a 
provincial scale, the range of areas that allow ATV use is diminishing.  This has led to a 
sustained pressure by organized ATV and off road associations in appealing to the 
province to designate areas.  One such group is the Brazeau ATV Club, who working 
with others (horse clubs, snowmobiling, archery, cross country skiing), have recently 
achieved success with the Province of Alberta in designating the Blue Rapids Provincial 
Recreation Area, along the North Saskatchewan River Valley south of Drayton Valley.   
This newly designated recreation area provides for a designated motorized / multi use 
trail within its bounds and the above mentioned groups will operate as custodians to 
manage the resource.  This same group is desirous to have Brazeau County designate 
an area that allows and provides for managed motorized trails. 
 
This initiative has relevance to the future development of the tourism node as trails that 
emanate from the current Brazeau ATV Club staging area at the mouth of the Brazeau 
and North Saskatchewan Rivers connect to the random staging area now located just 
north of the Brazeau Dam site. 
 
Implications for future investment at the tourism node and also within the Brazeau 
County Tourism Node ASP Area are quite positive.  For example, opportunities to cater 
to the off road and ATV markets exist in the form of designated ATV campgrounds and 
associated food and accommodation services.  Market growth and overall opportunity 
will depend upon the acceptance of ASRD and Brazeau County to work with responsible 
user groups to designate permissible use areas and also expand the region’s network of 
trails for all terrain vehicles, snowmobilers, horseback riders and mountain bikers (see 
Appendix 2 for the Brazeau County ATV Consultation Report). 
 

                                                 
2 The Economic Impact of All Terrain Vehicle Recreation in Canada, Peter Gunther, 
Dec 31, 2006. 
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3.1.3 Four Season Mixed Use Market 

Investment viability/potential at the tourism node and particularly at the designated ASP 
site will depend upon a progressive public investment in infrastructure like trails, staging 
areas, paved access from the south and overall in expanded opportunities that respond 
to broader market needs for access to “Brazeau nature”, back country adventure and 
camping. 
 
While the wholesale summer and fall markets will seek such opportunities, a majority will 
also seek expanded amenities for family type destination activities like swimming pools, 
playgrounds, interpretive programs, bird watching, etc.  The introduction of family 
destination camping complete with rustic fixed roof stay alternatives, lodge amenities 
and recreation activities will appealing for most markets from May to September; 
however, private investment return will most likely require income streams that go 
beyond those mentioned. 
 
In this regard, opportunities exist beyond typical summer season markets and extend 
into small conference markets, retreats, highway travelers and niche markets like jet 
boaters, hunters and even industry workers seeking food, beverage and supplies.  While 
such an analysis goes beyond this report, the recommended uses for the ASP and the 
Node in general are designed to ensure that opportunities exist for: 
 

♦ Tourism Commercial – to allow investment opportunities to cater to both highway 
travelers and industry workers.  This site is situated half way between Rocky 
Mountain House, the David Thompson Highway and Drayton Valley on the 
“Sunchild Road”. Once complete paved, it will most likely become a desired 
alternative for travelers between Edmonton and the TransCanada Highway 
through the Kicking Horse Pass.  Discussions with local Brazeau County Public 
Works staff suggest that paving may be complete by 2012 – 2015. 
 

♦ Commercial Recreation Tourism Zoning (e.g. Direct Control) – to allow for a 
number of land uses including: 
 

 Fixed Roof Lodge to allow: 
- Site operations and management 
- Banquets and meeting rooms 
- Retail services 
- Conferencing 
- Public education information 

 
 Commercial Full service Camping to allow: 

- Up to 150 seasonal rental sites 
- Play areas / play field 
- Boat launch 
- Beach area 
- Sanitary RV dump 

 
 Group Camping to allow: 

- Group camping party rentals 
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- Fire pits 
- Shelters 

 
 Horse Stabling and Corrals to allow: 

- Commercial trail riding activities 
 

 Cabin Rentals to allow: 
- Development of up to 25 fixed roof rustic cabins to accommodate up 

to 5 beds per cabin 
 

♦ Environmental Zoning – for the protection of special wildlife, flora and fauna and 
for low impact interpretive programming. 
 

♦ General Recreation Zoning – to allow multi-use trail development and activities. 
 
3.1.4 Market Summary 

The following table outlines the suggested markets that the tourism node will promote 
and cater to.  Also provided are infrastructure investments / opportunities and products 
suggested to make the ASP area and the overall tourism node viable over the long run. 
 

Brazeau County Tourism Node Product / Market Portfolio 
 

Infrastructure Recommendation  Market / Market 
Niche 

Products / 
Programs ASP Node Area 

Family Camping 
Market 

 RV/tent camping 
(general 
activities) 

 Walking / hiking 
 Horseback riding 
 Exploring 
 Swimming 
 Fishing 
 Food & beverage 
 Outdoor / 

interpretive 

 150 full service 
sites 

 Designated trails 
 Swimming pool/ 

hot tubs 
 Lodge & highway 

commercial 

 Improved 
amenities at 
existing sites 

 Canal 
campground & 
swimming 

 Maintain existing 
launch sites 

 Build interpretive 
trail & signage 

ATV / Off Road Day 
Use and Camping 
Market 

 Trailer parking / 
staging 

 Managed / 
designated ATV 
trails 

 RV tent / 
camping 

 Food / beverage 
/ supplies 

 Lodge / highway 
commercial 

 

 Potential to 
designate new 
ATV permissible 
campground 
north of Dam 

 Potential to 
expand regional 
trails built and 
managed by 
clubs 

Fixed Roof 
Accommodation 
Market (four season 

 Rustic cabins / 
self contained 

 Up to 25 four to 
five bed rustic 
cabins in 
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Infrastructure Recommendation  Market / Market 
Niche 

Products / 
Programs ASP Node Area 

rentals) proximity to lodge
Retreat / Seminar 
Market 

 Meeting rooms / 
banquet services 

 Fixed roof 
accommodation 

 Four season eco-
lodge & family 
retreat centre 

 Area trail 
systems 

Outdoor Education / 
Institutional Market 

 Industry tours 
(e.g. power 
station) 

 Outdoor 
Interpretive areas

 Program Rooms 

 Four season eco-
lodge & family 
retreat centre 

 Interpretive trails 
& boardwalks 

 Power Station 
Dam Tours 

 Expanded trail 
infrastructure 

River Touring 
Market 

 Jet boat 
operation / dock 
& staging areas 

 Four season eco-
lodge / 
campground 
program with jet 
boat and small 
craft docking 
area 

 

Cross Country Ski 
Market 

 Casual touring  Trail system & 
groomed trails 

 Trail systems 
developed 

Hunting Market  Fixed roof 
accommodation 

 Food / beverage 
/ supplies 

 Eco-lodge &  
fixed roof cabins 

 Highway 
commercial 

 Food services 
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4 ASP CONCEPT AND GUIDELINES 

4.1 Regional Development Concept 

The regional development concept for the Brazeau Reservoir recreation area exceeds 
the boundaries of the Brazeau County Tourism Development Node.  In order to plan for 
specific land uses within the node, how the wider region will be used must be 
considered. One of the greatest issues affecting this area is the conflict between 
motorized recreational vehicle users and campers who are looking for a quiet and 
natural camping experience.  A regional development concept, should one be proposed, 
should address this conflict by potentially providing accommodations and attractions for 
both interest groups.   
 
The Brazeau County Tourism Development Node will be privately developed to 
accommodate tourists seeking quiet and natural accommodations in the form of 
individual campsites, group campsites and private cabins.  Motorized recreation vehicles 
will be prohibited from the tourism node in order to ensure that this form of development 
is protected against the noise and environmental impact of recreational vehicles.  The 
existing Provincial Recreation Area campgrounds in the region will similarly remain off 
limits to motorized vehicle use.  This ASP supports any changes to provincial legislation 
that would address the controlled use of motorized recreational vehicles and random 
camping on adjacent Crown lands. 
 
A regional development concept needs to address hiking and horse riding trails 
extending from the Brazeau County Tourism Development Node Plan Area and the 
Provincial Recreation Area campgrounds north of the tourism node to forested areas 
south and southeast, along the Brazeau Reservoir and Brazeau Canal respectively.  
These trails could provide tourists with day use activities in the region, and provide 
connections to the West and East Canal campgrounds.  The regional development 
concept should also address the potential creation of a managed Eco-tourism zone 
along the north shore of the Brazeau Canal, extending north to the Brazeau River.  This 
could provide tourists with an area along the Brazeau Canal that is preserved in its 
natural state, and free from motorized recreational vehicles.   
 
In order to accommodate users of motorized vehicles, any proposed concept should 
identify the feasibility of an ATV campground and staging area.  The location of this 
campground and staging area is likely best sited in close proximity to where random 
camping is currently occurring, but away from natural features that are important to 
campers who wish to enjoy the natural beauty and quietness of the area, such as the 
Brazeau Reservoir and Canal.  Regional development also needs to examine the 
feasibility of a managed ATV trail, which would connect the ATV campground and 
staging area with existing trails and staging areas in the wider region, such as the East 
Slopes ATV site to the west and the Drayton Valley ATV site to the east.  This ATV trail 
could potentially encourage users to stay away from non-ATV campgrounds and trails, 
as well as ESAs. 
 
This area structure plan concept also proposes the development of a tourism 
commercial node.  This tourism commercial node is proposed to be located along 
Sunchild Road near the Brazeau Canal.  This tourism commercial node could provide 
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commercial services to the tourism node, the existing campgrounds and group camps, 
and the proposed ATV campground and staging area. 
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Figure 5: Wider Brazeau Reservoir Region Tourism Development Considerations 
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5 BRAZEAU COUNTY TOURISM DEVELOPMENT NODE AREA STRUCTURE 
PLAN CONCEPT 

5.1 Design intent 

The ASP site, its potential uses and its development cannot occur in isolation of broader 
site development. This is a site within a broader tourism node that will grow in unison as 
a wholesale destination within Brazeau County and the Grande Alberta Economic 
Region. 
  
The design intent for the ASP mirrors that of an "Eco-Village", a sub-destination within 
the broader zone that becomes the heart of the region and the staging area for soft 
adventure, eco-touring (on foot and by horseback), adventure boating up the Brazeau 
River and outdoor education. 
  
It will become an exciting model of sustainable design and management that allows: 
families, couples, seminar goers, and students with an opportunity to safely discover and 
enjoy the foothills boreal forest region, preserve and enhance its many natural attributes. 
  
The broader tourism node, already a destination for family camping, anglers and ATV 
users, is regarded as a zone of dispersed recreation activity where motorized recreation 
vehicular use is permitted in managed areas. In essence the "eco-friendly" ASP design 
intent draws a balance within the region by managing a separation of uses while 
providing access to services and amenities that all markets can enjoy. 
 
5.2 Planning Framework 

5.2.1 Municipal Government Act 

This plan is considered an ASP under Part 17 of the Alberta Municipal Government Act.  
Part 17 requires that an ASP:  

• Describe the sequence of development proposed for the tourism node; 
• Describe the land uses proposed for the area either generally or with respect to 

specific parts of the area; 
• Describe the density of population for the area either generally or with respect to 

specific parts of the area; and 
• Describe the general location of major transportation routes and public utilities. 

 
Further, the ASP must be consistent with the County’s Municipal Development Plan 
(MDP) and the Provincial Land Use policies.  The ASP may also address matters 
Council considers necessary. 
 
5.2.2 Municipal Development Plan 

The Brazeau County’s 2004 Municipal Development Plan provides guidance for the 
preparation of ASPs.  The MDP’s Future Land Use Concept map designates land use in 
the tourism node as Recreation. 
 
The Municipal Development Plan requires ASPs to address the following: 
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• Requirements of the Municipal Government Act, Subdivision and Development 
Regulation, Municipal Development Plan policies, Intermunicipal Development 
Plan policies, and the Land Use Bylaw; 

• Density, siting, environmental protection, access and servicing standards; 
• Hazardous and environmentally sensitive areas; 
• Park, trail, open space, municipal and environmental reserve requirements and 

amenities suitable to the intended land uses; 
• FireSmart and Emergency Response Plans; and  
• Address any other factors that the Development Authority deems appropriate. 

 
5.2.3 Intermunicipal Planning 

The Brazeau County Tourism Development Node ASP abuts a small piece of land along 
the Brazeau Dam Reservoir within neighbouring Yellowhead County.  Municipal officials 
with Yellowhead County have been informed of this ASP and annexation proceedings to 
these lands located within Brazeau County are underway. 
 
5.3 Development Objectives 

The purpose of this ASP is to provide guidance for future rezoning, subdivision, and 
development of lands within in the Brazeau County Tourism Development Node.  The 
ASP provides a starting point for the preparation of detailed outline plans for new 
developments.  The development objectives upon which this plan is based are as 
follows: 
 

• To develop a recreation node which incorporates camping, fixed roof 
accommodations, outdoor recreation, horse back riding, tourism commercial 
opportunities and environmental stewardship; 

• To identify locations for facilities including camping sites, cabins, lodges, multiuse 
trails, boat launches and parks; 

• To identify an internal road system for general and emergency vehicle access. 
• To provide a servicing system and phasing sequence based on the scale of 

future development that is both economical and efficient. 
 
5.4 Land Use Concept 

The Brazeau County Tourism Development Node could provide a variety of tourism and 
recreation options, including private camping, group camps, fixed roof rental cabins, a 
hospitality lodge, trails, spaces, boat launch areas and connections to other recreation 
opportunities in the surrounding area.  The camping, cabin and lodge component is 
located in the western portion of the tourism node, near the Brazeau Reservoir.  The 
variety of camping and cabin accommodations to be developed within the tourism node 
could provide options to both small and large groups.  A horseback riding facility could 
be developed between the camping and cabin areas to provide a staging and feeding 
area for visitors with horses. 
 
The Eastern portion of the tourism node will be protected as a natural area, in order to 
preserve the integrity of the tourism recreation developments.  Multi-use hiking and 
riding trails could be developed in the natural area in order to provide recreational 
opportunities and to direct people away from environmentally sensitive areas. 
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The land use concept for the Brazeau County Tourism Development Node is shown in 
Figure 6.  The boundaries and areas of the land uses and access roads are subject to 
refinement at the time of subdivision and detailed design. 
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Figure 6: Brazeau County Tourism Development Node Area Structure Plan 
Concept 
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5.4.1 Camping 

A large camping zone could be created in the southwestern portion of the tourism node 
to accommodate individual and group camp sites.  The camping node could incorporate 
the existing Brazeau Reservoir Provincial Recreation Area group camp.  The camping 
zone could be approximately 120 acres in size, which could accommodate the phased 
development of approximately 250 individual campsites and 9 group campsites. 
 
5.4.2 Cabins 

A zone of cabins could be created in the northwestern portion of the tourism node, north 
of the camping node.  The cabin and camping zones could be separated by a green 
buffer, which could assist in the creation of two distinct and separate zones.  The cabins 
zone could be approximately 40 acres in size, which could accommodate the phased 
development of approximately 25 individual cabins.  The cabins zone is situated in an 
elevated area that provides a view of the Brazeau Reservoir and the Rocky Mountains. 
 
5.4.3 Lodge 

A privately-managed lodge could be developed to provide administrative, commercial, 
tourism and hospitality services to visitors of the area.  The plan identifies that the lodge 
should be located near the cabins zone to provide services to cabin users and to 
capitalize on the location’s views of the Reservoir and the Rocky Mountains.   
 
Note: All infrastructure of lodge and seasonal fixed roof structures shall be set back from 
unstable shoreline areas. 
  
5.4.4 Boat Launches 

Two boat launches could be developed near the tourism node, along the shore of the 
Brazeau Reservoir.  The first boat launch could be located near the cabins zone, in an 
existing shallow cove.  This boat launch could provide a docking and entry area for cabin 
guests and users of the lodge. 
 
A second boat launch could be located near the camping zone, near the existing group 
camp site.  This boat launch could provide access to the reservoir for users of the 
individual and group campsites. 
 
Note:  All waterfront infrastructure must be designed to conform to fluctuating water 
levels and must also receive approvals from TransAlta Utilities, Provincial and Federal 
approving agencies. 
 
5.4.5 Equestrian Facility 

An equestrian facility could be developed in the western portion of the tourism node 
between the camping and cabin nodes.  This facility could provide an area for riders to 
shelter and feed their horses, away from campsite and cabin users.  The equestrian 
facility could consist of an enclosed paddock, a loading/unloading area, a sheltered 
stable and could have access to potable water.  The equestrian facility could be 
accessible by campground, cabin and lodge users. 
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5.4.6 Tourism Commercial 

The plan identifies that a roadside commercial zone is necessary for the development of 
a successful tourism node.  The plan recognizes that there is no location within the 
tourism node that would make for an attractive commercial zone, due to issues of road 
visibility, proximity to camping and cabin zones, and existing natural features such as 
elevation and tree coverage.  The plan recognizes that the best location for a 
commercial zone that provides commercial services to tourists is near the intersection of 
Sunchild Road and the Brazeau Reservoir Canal.  This location is currently undeveloped 
and is central located to other recreation and tourism destinations. 
 
5.4.7 Recreation Open Space 

The tourism node identifies that the eastern portion of the tourism node could remain as 
open space.  This could provide a natural buffer between Sunchild Road and the 
campsites, cabins and lodge.  As well, the open space could provide separation between 
the camping node and the cabins zones.  Within the open space area could be hiking 
and riding trails that could connect the tourism node with other trail systems and 
recreation opportunities in the region.  These trails could take advantage of existing 
pathways, natural grading and environmental features.  The location of these trails could 
help to direct users away from environmentally sensitive areas such as wetland and 
nesting areas. 
 
5.4.8 Protected Area 

Within the tourism node is a large wetland that is used as a nesting, feeding and 
breeding area for local wildlife specifies.  This wetland will be preserved as a protected 
area.  No development will be permitted within 30 metres of the protected wetland 
except for trails, bird watching shelters, boardwalks and interpretive displays. 
 
5.4.9 Transportation 

The tourism node is immediately accessible from Sunchild Road near the southern end 
of the node area.  The proposed internal road system for the tourism node provides a 
second access close to the northeast end of the tourism node along Sunchild Road, 
located near the tourism commercial node.  The proposed internal road system extends 
the existing access road north along the western edge of the tourism node, then east 
along the node’s northern boundary, south of the protected area.  The road will then 
travel north east until it connects with another existing access road, and will then 
intersect with Sunchild Road.  Extending from this internal road system will be small 
access roads, providing access to the campsites, cabins and lodge, as well as the boat 
launch areas and equestrian facility.  These two access points can provide separate 
entryways for cabin/lodge and campsite users, and will provide alternate access points 
for emergency vehicles.  The surface material of these roads will depend on the intensity 
and form of development. 
 
5.5 Utility Services 

5.5.1 Storm Water Drainage 

The tourism node will be serviced by allowing storm water to flow into the Brazeau 
Reservoir from existing brooks and drainage courses. 
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5.5.2 Sanitary Sewage 

The tourism node is not serviced by municipal sanitary sewers.  Developers must treat 
sanitary sewage onsite.  The Brazeau County may permit developers to transfer sewage 
to an offsite location. 
 
5.5.3 Water Distribution 

The tourism node is not serviced by municipal water.  Developers must prove there is an 
adequate supply of ground water to service their development prior to construction.  
Brazeau County may permit developers to supply water through commercial water 
services. 
 
5.5.4 Shallow Utilities 

Shallow utilities, including power and telephone, will be extended from existing 
developments to the north and east.  Utilities such as natural gas and cable are not in 
close proximity to the tourism node.  Developers will need to use alternatives to these 
utilities, such as electricity, propane, renewable emergency sources, and satellite 
technologies. 
 
5.6 Development Sequence 

It is anticipated that development will commence within the camping zone in the western 
portion of the tourism node.  Development within the cabins zone, including the lodge 
and equestrian facility, will be undertaken in stages to address market requirements and 
the logical extension of infrastructure. 
 
5.7 Land Use Districting 

Brazeau County’s Land Use Bylaw currently has a Recreation District.  The purpose of 
this district is to accommodate a range of public and private rural recreational uses.  For 
the tourism node, this district may not be preferred, because it permits uses such as 
recreational vehicle parks, indoor amusement facilities and golf courses.  It is 
recommended that Brazeau County adopt a Direct Control (DC) District which will allow 
Council to exercise particular and specific direction and control over the use and 
development of land and buildings in this area.  Possible uses of land and buildings for 
this DC District may include:   
 
5.7.1 Permitted Uses 

• Accessory Building(s) 
• Accessory Use(s) 
• Resort Cabin(s) 
• Hiking Trail(s) 
• Horse Riding Trail(s) 
• Boat Launch(s) 
• Cycling Trails(s) 
• Horse Trail(s) 
• Campground(s) 
• Lodge(s) 



    

September 22, 2008  33

• Interpretive Sign(s) 
• Bird Watching Shelter(s) 

 
5.7.2 Discretionary Uses 

• Golf Course(s) 
• Recreational Vehicle Park 
• Commercial Tourist Development 

 
As well, Council may regulate the following in consideration of a development within the 
DC District: 
 

• Minimum requirements 
• Maximum limits 
• Parking 
• Landscaping and screening 
• Utilities and servicing 
• Provisions for the use of lights 
• Waste recycling 
• Use of alternative energy sources 
• Use of environmentally friendly building materials 
• Environmental impacts 
• Firesmart and emergency plans 
• Public consultation 
• Other matters deemed relevant by Council 

 
In addition, with a DC District Council may impose terms and conditions, including 
performance bonding, with or without a caveat registered against the certificate of title. 
 
5.8 Development Standards 

Developments within the Brazeau County Tourism Development Node will adhere to 
Brazeau County’s existing development standards. 
 
5.9 Design Guidelines 

Developments within the Brazeau County Tourism Development Node will adhere to 
design guidelines (see Appendix 5 for design guidelines). 

 

5.10 Firesmart and Emergency Response Plan 

5.10.1 Vegetation and Fire Fuel Management 

• Defensible must be provided to protect buildings from approaching fires; 

• Annual grasses within 10 metres of a building must be mowed to 10 centimetres 
or less; 

• Dead or dying trees must be removed; 
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• Firewood must be kept at least 10 metres from all buildings; and 

• The minimum distance between trees and buildings must be 10 metres. 

5.10.2 Structural Options 

• All roofing materials must be rated Class A, B or C; 

• All chimneys must have properly approved and installed spark arrestors; 

• All chimney outlets must have a minimum 3 m clearance from all vegetation; 

• All chimney outlets must be 0.6 metres higher than any part of the roof that is 
within 3 metres; 

• Siding materials should be fire resistant; 

• Smaller window panes should be used when the view is not in the direction of the 
Brazeau Reservoir; 

• All windows and eaves should have shutters that can be quickly installed in the 
event of a wildfire; 

• Access must be provided to attics and crawl spaces to extinguish spot fires; 

• Balconies, decks and porches should be built of non-combustible materials; 

• Heavy timber should be used in place of 2x4s for stilts; and 

• Access must be provided under balconies decks and porches to remove 
flammable debris. 

5.10.3 Infrastructure 

• The dual access roadway must be kept clear at all times to permit the movement 
of emergency vehicles; 

• The internal roadway must have a horizontal clearance of 7.5 metres and a 
vertical clearance of 4.5 metres; 

• All gates must be located at least 9 metres from the public right of way and 
should not open outward; and 

• All roadways must have a hard all-weather surface capable of supporting any fire 
apparatus likely to be on the roadway. 

5.10.4 Water Supply 

• The Brazeau Reservoir must be accessible to local fire response vehicles; and 
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• Electrically operated pumps should be available onsite to defend against fires 
until fire response vehicles are present. 

5.10.5 Utilities 

• A 3 metre clearance between power lines and vegetation must be maintained; 

• Propane must be kept a minimum of 3 metres away from vegetation; and 

• Propane must be kept a minimum of 10 metres away from any building. 

 

5.11 Development Requirements 

5.11.1 Permission from Alberta Tourism Leasing 

Prior to any development, testing or assessments within the Brazeau County Tourism 
Development Node, permission must be granted from Alberta Tourism Leasing.  Also, 
notification must be given to Alberta Sustainable Resource Development. 

5.11.2 Historic Resources Impact Assessment  

Prior to any development within the Brazeau County Tourism Development Node, a 
Historic Resource Impact Assessment must be completed to the satisfaction of Brazeau 
County and the Government of Alberta Department of Tourism, Parks, Recreation and 
Culture. 
 
5.11.3 Natural Environmental Assessment 

Prior to any development within the Brazeau County Tourism Development Node, an 
Environmental Assessment must be completed to the satisfaction of Brazeau County. 
 
5.11.4 Phase I Site Assessment 

Prior to any development within the Brazeau County Tourism Development Node, a 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment must be completed to the satisfaction of 
Brazeau County.  The purpose of this Phase I Environmental Site Assessment will be to 
evaluate the potential for soil and/or groundwater contamination associated with the site.  
Phase II and III Site Environmental Assessments may also be required by Brazeau 
County depending on the results of the Phase I investigations. 
 
5.11.5 Geotechnical Report and Groundwater Analysis 

Prior to any development within the Brazeau County Tourism Development Node, a 
Geotechnical Report and Groundwater Analysis must be competed in accordance with 
the Alberta Water Act to the satisfaction of Alberta Environment and Brazeau County.  
The Geotechnical Report must make clear recommendations for the construction of 
buildings on the subject lands as well as to address slope stability (if applicable) and 
development setbacks.  The Groundwater Analysis will determine the water table level 
and the quantity and quality of water available. The Geotechnical Report and 
Groundwater Analysis will also provide recommendations on the construction of 
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basements and the types of foundations possible as well as to provide design standards 
for roads and other infrastructure. 

6 SUMMARY 

The purpose of the ASP is to provide Brazeau County, ATPRC, ASRD, local 
communities and potential developers with a detailed understanding of the most 
appropriate types of development pertaining to the node, as well as the guiding 
principles for future development: 
 

• Sustained environmental stewardship; 
• The enjoyment of users; and 
• Accessible public lands. 

 
The Brazeau Reservoir Tourism Node ASP allows for sufficient flexibility that can permit 
viable, innovative and sustainable tourism and recreation initiatives that compliment 
existing land uses, which comply with resource management agreements that are in 
place with resource / utility companies and land / resource management principles of the 
Alberta Government and which promote shared access, enjoyment and sustained 
stewardship of accessible public lands within the region. 
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7 APPENDIX 
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7.1 Appendix 1: Intercept Survey Results Summary 

 
The purpose of the survey was to determine satisfaction levels of visitors to the Brazeau 
Reservoir, and to obtain information pertinent to the future tourism and recreation 
development possibilities for the area. 
 
The surveys were completed through an interview process.  Users of the area were 
approached on a random basis at their camp sites.  A total of 31 interviews were 
conducted over a period of 3 days at the Brazeau Main Camp Site, West Canal, and the 
Group Camp Sites. 
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7.2 Appendix 2: ATV Users Consultation 
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7.3 Appendix 3: Regional Tourism Operators / Contacts 
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7.4 Appendix 4: Brazeau County Campground Information Matrix 
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7.5 Appendix 5: Design Guidelines 

 


