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marginal lands on your farm
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SAVING
SPRING 2016

Chairman’s Greetings:
Today, February 2nd is Groundhog Day and from what I have
heard this rodent did not see its shadow; therefore, it has
forecasted an early spring. It sure feels like an early spring as
temperatures have been in the plus for a number of days.
It’s been a very busy time for Brazeau County Agricultural Service Board, as we have responded to Bill 6 with writing letters
to the Premier of Alberta and other Cabinet Ministers regarding
the Bill, the consultation process and the royal ascent of Bill 6.
According to Information on table structure from Government
of Alberta web page Farm and Ranch consultation: The consultation with the agriculture sector is to be at six tables with
representatives from agriculture and Occupational Health and
Safety; but so far there has been no mention of who will be
representing agriculture.
The 6 tables are to consist of:
• Labour Relations Code
• Employment Standard Code
• Occupational Health and Safety Code –
Review of Section 1-29 (two tables)
• Occupational Health and Safety – Best practices for safety
within Existing Alberta Farming Operations
• Occupational Health and Safety Act – Best Practices
for Agriculture
• Occupational Health and Safety Act – Awareness,
education, certification

Agricultural Fieldman
Greetings
Another year has passed, and so we look forward to 2016! We
at the Agricultural Services Division hope this newsletter finds
you in good health!
2016 is shaping up to be a pivotal year of change within the
Agriculture Sector! Federally, we are seeing the introduction of
the amended Plant Breeders Rights Act; aligning Canada with
the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of
Plants (UPOV 91); the Provincial government has passed Bill
6: Enhanced Protection of Farm and Ranch Workers and are
now into the regulation development stage, and new grants
have come out for alternative energy funding; and, here at the
municipal level, Council has allocated monies for Alternative
Land Use Services (ALUS) and funding for an alternative energy
program. Among all the new legislation and programs being
introduced, agricultural producers are going into the growing
season following a year of low moisture levels.
We hope that this issue of The Seed is going to provide you
with information to better prepare yourself for the changes
and challenges in agriculture. We are putting together a great
program for our Growing Into the Future Conference that is
sure to have a little something for everyone, so look for that in
the following pages.
We look forward to your feedback and questions about programs; please contact Brazeau County Administration Office at
780-542-7779 to discuss.

Sincerely,

• Occupational Health and Safety: Relevant technical rules
and the education, training resources and certification
required to implement regulations.
The 2016 Provincial Agricultural Service Board Provincial
Conference was held on January 18th-21st in Edmonton. The
resolution session saw eight resolutions debated, two to come
to the floor as emergent resolutions with one going forward
and the other being defeated. In all it was a very good conference with a lot of agricultural and environmental issues being
discussed throughout the three days.
Feel free to contact the following board members or the
Agricultural Fieldman for more information on the process for
bringing forward concerns affecting the agricultural industry in
Brazeau County.
Sincerely,

Rick Ennis
Agricultural Service Board Chairman
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Lisa Rabel
Agricultural Fieldman

Agricultural Service Board Contacts for 2016:
Rick Ennis
Duane Movald
Bart Guyon
Anthony Heinrich
Shirley Mahan
Allan Goddard
Lyn Joesting

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Reeve
Councillor
Councillor
Member-at-large
Member-at-large

Agricultural Division –
Who We Are

Staff Contacts

The ongoing activity of Brazeau County Agricultural
Division is to encourage production, profitability
and sustainability of the agricultural industry in
Brazeau County through information and program
support.

Lisa Rabel
Agricultural Fieldman			
lrabel@brazeau.ab.ca
Tara McGinn
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman		
tmcginn@brazeau.ab.ca

The implementation of agricultural policies and
the obligations of enforcement are specified under
various Government of Alberta Acts including:

Tamara London
Community Services Administrative Assistant
tlondon@brazeau.ab.ca

• Agricultural Service Board Act

Or contact the Brazeau County
Administration office:

• Agricultural Pests Act

Box 77
7401 Twp Rd 494
Drayton Valley Ab
T7A 1R1
tel: 780-542-7779
fax: 780-542-7770
www.brazeau.ab.ca

• Soil Conservation Act
• Weed Control Act
Direction is provided by the Brazeau County
Agricultural Service Board on the development of
programs.
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Shelterbelt
Tree Program
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Place your order for Shelterbelt Trees!

The management of soil, water and wind erosion can be minimized by utilizing trees
in a planned manner. We encourage the use of such plantings and can assist with
information about shelterbelt nurseries. The three nurseries below specialize in large
volume orders and have shipping options available.

HELP International Shelterbelt Centre

HELP International Shelterbelt Centre online store is open year round.
Order online, telephone or by mail, with shipping dates available anytime in the planting season.
HELP International Shelterbelt Centre
Weyburne, SK
Phone: 306-861-0814 Fax: 306-848-0902 www.help-shelterbelts.com

PrairieTech Propagation

PrairieTech Propagation is a specialty propagator of prairie-hardy fruit and ornament plants.
Orders can be made online, telephone, fax or email.
PrairieTech Propagation
Phone: 1-866-977-8733 Fax: 780-826-4790 www.prairietechpropagation.com

Tree Time Services

Tree Time Services online store opens in January and closes in early June.
Telephone or order online, with shipping dates available from April to June.     
Tree Time Services Inc.
Edmonton, AB
Phone: 1-866-873-3846 Fax: 780-472-0460 www.treetime.ca

“The best time to plant a tree
was 20 years ago.

The second best time is now.”
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On-Farm Energy Management
Program purpose statement

How are costs shared?

The Growing Forward 2 On-Farm Energy Management Program
addresses three important industry priorities.

Not eligible are residences and buildings used primarily for
non-farm activities.

Increased industry competitiveness. When producers make
investments that improve energy usage on their farms, the result
is a more competitive, adaptable, and sustainable provincial
agriculture industry.

Who can participate?

Improved environmental stewardship. When producers use
energy more efficiently, they are recognized as reliable stewards of Alberta’s resources.

Submit an application to the On-Farm Energy Management
Program complete with quotes for any equipment you are
looking to purchase.

This program shares the cost of investments that improve energy efficiency on Alberta farms. This enables producers to conserve energy and reduce carbon emissions, ultimately reducing
the environmental footprint of Alberta’s agriculture industry.

Improved energy management. Producers who install on-farm
submeters are better aware of their energy usage and how to
manage it to improve their bottom line.

What kinds of projects are eligible?

Eligible projects include (but are not limited to):
•

Construction projects that install high-efficiency equipment from the program’s Funding List

•

Retrofit projects that improve the operation’s energy usage
per unit of production

•

Installation of submeters to monitor on-farm electricity
and/or natural gas usage
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For most items the program covers 35% of eligible costs, to a
maximum of $50,000. Some items are funded on a square-footage or formula basis. The program also covers 100% of the cost
for each applicant’s first three submeters.

Producers in Alberta with a minimum of $10,000 farm commodity or livestock production income.

How do I start?

Please contact the Program Office at 780-427-3819.

For more information

Phone: 780-427-3819
Email: loretta.orr@gov.ab.ca
Web: www.growingforward.alberta.ca
..

On-Farm Solar Photovoltaics –
On-Farm Energy Management
Sub-Program
Program purpose statement

The program provides funding towards solar photovoltaics on
Alberta farms. This enables producers to conserve non-renewable fossil fuels and reduce carbon emissions, ultimately reducing the environmental footprint of Alberta’s agriculture industry.
The Growing Forward 2 Solar Photovoltaics Program addresses
two important industry priorities:

Who can participate?

Producers in Alberta with a minimum of $10,000 farm commodity or livestock production income.

How do I start?

Submit an application form to the Solar Photovoltaics Program.
Include:

Improved environmental stewardship. When producers make
investments in clean energy and reduced carbon emissions,
they are recognized for their commitment to sustainable practices.

•

Improved energy management. Producers who install photovoltaic systems tend to take a renewed interest in their electricity usage; this leads to additional efficiency investments.

•

What kinds of PV Systems are eligible?

For more information

To be eligible for funding, a Photovoltaic system must be:
•

Grid-tied, not off-grid,

•

Approved under Alberta’s Micro-Generation Legislation,

•

Positioned to optimize sunshine and minimize shading,

•

Have manufacturer-warranties on: Solar modules, Racking,
Inverters and/or Micro-inverters,

•

Producing power that is used in the production of a
primary commodity, and

•

Purchased during the period from April 1, 2013 to March
31, 2018, including already-installed systems.

A finalized quote showing:
• All eligible project costs
• Make & Model for Modules, Racking, and Inverters
An approved application to connect to the grid as a
Micro-Generator

Phone: 780-644-1197
Email: kelly.lund@gov.ab.ca
Web: www.growingforward.alberta.ca

How are costs shared?

Grants are calculated based on an eligible system’s nominal
wattage, up to a maximum percentage of system cost.
Third-party contractor-installed systems are funded at a higher
rate than self-installed systems. A maximum of $50,000 per
applicant is available through the program.

Install Type

Without having
had an Energy
Assessment

Having had an
Energy
Assessment

Solar PV
$0.45/W
Contractor Installed to maximum 20% of

$0.60/W

project costs

to maximum 25% of
project costs

Solar PV
Self Installed

$0.15/W

$0.30/W

Grant Maximum

$50,000

$50,000

to maximum 10% of
project costs

to maximum 20% of
project costs
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AL LANDS
den value
ALUS program arrives in
Brazeau County and aims to draw
on your expertise as landowners to
ensure Agriculture and Nature work
together to mutual benefit.
the seed
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aving a good neighbor has its perks and
Brazeau County recently discovered that with Parkland County.
In 2012, Parkland implemented the Alternative Land Use
Services (ALUS) program, a community and producer driven
initiative that supports landowners who conserve and enhance
agriculturally marginal land that provide benefits to the
environment. The program took some time to get off the ground
but now Parkland has several producers with ALUS projects on
their land that include riparian fencing, off stream watering,
and reforestation efforts.
ALUS was formed as an entity within Delta Waterfowl, and first
adopted by a rural municipality in Manitoba in 2006. In 2010,
ALUS made its way into Alberta with the County of Vermillion
River, which initiated a program that had more than 1000 acres
enrolled after the first year. Recently ALUS has separated from
Delta Waterfowl and is now a standalone agency.
Brazeau County realized the potential of ALUS and signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with ALUS Canada on January
18, 2016. The program will be facilitated and funded by the
County in conjunction with a Partnership Advisory Committee
(PAC) that will include local producers, non-governmental
organizations, and relevant provincial and federal conservation
and agriculture related agencies. The PAC decides on project
applications that are submitted by area producers, in conjunction with assistance from Administration, that meet ALUS
criteria.
In the coming months Brazeau County will be putting the
framework in place to roll out the ALUS program. The PAC will
be formed and Expressions of Interest from local producers
who may want to enroll in the ALUS Program will be available.
An official launch is planned for April/May 2016.

VISION
Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) has a simple,
yet revolutionary goal...create a healthy landscape
that sustains agriculture, wildlife and natural spaces
for all Canadians.

MISSION
ALUS is a community developed, farmer delivered
program that gives Canadians the opportunity to
play an active role in building a healthier environment by providing support to farmers and ranchers
to enhance and maintain ecosystem services.

ALUS PRINCIPLES
• Community-developed – Developed by local

communities to be flexible, and respect local agricultural and environmental priorities.

• Farmer-delivered – Farmers and ranchers are in

the best position to deliver ecosystem services on
their land.

• Targeted – Select marginal or ecologically sen-

sitive parcels of land are managed in a different
manner to produce ecosystem services.

• Market Driven – Benefits from nature produced
by project activities have economic value.

• Voluntary – Farmers and ranchers choose to

participate and have flexible agreements that suit
their operation.

• Integrated – Delivery will complement existing
conservation programs including federal and
provincial government policy frameworks.

• Accountable – Projects are independently monitored and audited.

• Science-based – Social, economic and environ-

mental sciences guide program development and
implementation.

WHAT IS ALUS?
Alternative Land Use Services is a voluntary
program that supports agricultural producers
who conserve, enhance and restore upland and
wetland areas.
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WHY ALUS?
ALUS recognizes the important role farmers and
ranchers play in creating a healthy environment.
ALUS farmers and ranchers are paid fair-market
value for managing and maintaining ecosystem
services on their marginal and ecologically sensitive
lands.

TM

Alternative Land Use Services
“Growing a Healthier Environment”

• Alternative Land Use Services or ALUS is a voluntary program that recognizes the important role
farmers and ranchers play producing food and
maintaining a healthy environment.

• ALUS is unique because the program is community-developed and farmer-delivered.

• ALUS engages farmers and ranchers as environmental partners on the working landscape.

• ALUS uses farmers and ranchers expertise and intimate knowledge of the land to grow a healthier
environment.

• ALUS farmers and ranchers grow ecosystem ser-

vices on marginal or ecologically sensitive lands
as an alternative to food and fibre.

• ALUS projects are important for both mitigation
and adaptation to climate change.

• ALUS farmers and ranchers are paid annually for

the ecosystem services they produce based on fair
market value.

• ALUS creates benefits from nature for everyone,

such as: clean water, clean air, erosion and flood
control, as well as habitat for pollinators, fish and
wildlife.

• ALUS contributes to the economic success of
farms, ranches and rural communities.

• ALUS uses the best available scientific research
to understand the overall value of ecosystem
services.

• ALUS is currently active in four provinces: PEI,
Ontario, Saskatchewan and Alberta

For more information on the Brazeau County
ALUS Program, please contact Benjamin Misener
by phone at 780-542-2667 or email at bmisener@
brazeau.ab.ca
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Who is West-Central
Forage Association?
West-Central Forage Association (WCFA) is a not-for-profit,
membership based, agricultural association. We use leading
edge extension, research, demonstration, and information
exchange to enhance forage and livestock knowledge.

WCFA’s region encompasses 10 million acres across the counties of Yellowhead, Parkland, Lac Ste. Anne, Woodlands, Leduc,
and Brazeau; however, members are welcome from anywhere!
We provide a friendly atmosphere where members can utilize
shared resources such as: rental equipment, reading resources
from our “ag library”, use of technology, and a positive environment to share local knowledge.
WCFA can aid your operation with cattle age verification, BIXS
registration, feed and soil testing, nutrition advice for your

livestock, riparian health and management assessments, and
one-on-one consultations helping you plant rotational grazing
systems that let you get the most out of your land.
With our information extension programs we are able to connect and share information about a variety of agricultural and
environmental topics. We offer workshops and tours such as:
using solar and wind power, unconventional business models,
starting your farm from scratch, livestock body condition scoring, low stress calf handling, strategic planning sessions, field
days, and computer lessons – just to name a few! We are also
active in delivering children’s educational programs such as
Pond Days, and the Classroom Agriculture Program (CAP).
WCFA also undertakes forage based research projects aimed
at maintain and improving the success of agriculture production in Alberta, while preserving and improving the health of
our environment. Our research helps producers get a relevant
assessment of current forage trends specific to the west central
region. We have been part of many interesting forage research
projects such as: regional annual cereal variety trials, swath
grazing triticale, tillage radish, cows eating weeds, Sainfoin
variety trials, perennial forage trials, and soil re-conditioning.
Becoming a member of WCFA means you will receive our
monthly newsletter “Forage Views”, which offers a wide range
of agricultural, environmental, technical and business topics,
lets you know about our current research projects, and keeps
you informed about upcoming events. Membership also offers
reduced rates for feed and soil testing.
For more information about WCFA, or to become a member,
you can visit our website www.westcentralforage.com, look for
us on Facebook, or call us at the office, 780-727-4447.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
UPCOMING EVENTS


West-Central Forage Association Extension Events

February

Forage Association Extension Events
10West-Central
- Fostering
Sustainability: From Field to Fork (Wildwood)
11 - Economic Opportunities in Sustainable Beef (Carvel)



February

10 - Fostering Sustainability: From Field to Fork (Wildwood)
March

11 - Economic Opportunities in Sustainable Beef (Carvel)
4 - Soil Testing Workshop (Leduc)
16 - WCFA Annual General Meeting (Carvel)
March
23
- Innovative Solutions to Fencing and Watering (Magnolia)
4 -- Soil
30
Soil Testing
TestingWorkshop
Workshop(Leduc)
(Entwistle)
16 - -WCFA
AnnualWorkshop
General Meeting
(Carvel)
TBA
Soil Testing
(Drayton
Valley)
23 - Innovative Solutions to Fencing and Watering (Magnolia)
30 - Soil Testing Workshop (Entwistle)
April
TBA - Soil Testing Workshop (Drayton Valley)
14 - Integrated Pest Management (Calmar)
16 - Growing into the Future (Breton)
April
26 - Mature Shelterbelt Restoration (Location TBD)
14 - -Integrated
Management
(Calmar)
TBA
AlternativePest
Energy
Event (Blue
Ridge)
16 - Growing into the Future (Breton)
26 - Mature Shelterbelt Restoration (Location TBD)
For
information, or to register:
TBA - Alternative Energy Event (Blue
Ridge)
WCFA Office: (780) 727-4447
Email: info@westcentralforage.com

For information, or to register:

Website: www.westcentralforage.com/events
WCFA Office: (780) 727-4447
Facebook: West-Central Forage Association
Email: info@westcentralforage.com
Website: www.westcentralforage.com/events
Facebook: West-Central Forage Association
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Get your grain tested!
Fusarium graminearum is an aggressive fungus
that causes fusarium head blight (FHB) in wheat,
triticale, barley, oats, rye and corn. To date,
Fusarium graminearum has not been found in
Brazeau County.
As Fusarium graminearum is considered a pest
under the Agricultural Pests Act and Regulation,
Brazeau County encourages producers to be aware
of the disease and take necessary measures to
prevent its establishment.
Brazeau County will cover the cost of Fusarium
graminearum testing of two seed samples per farm
at no charge. To have your seed tested, please drop
off a sealed plastic bag of seed (approximately
2 cups) and we will send it to an accredited
laboratory. Once the results are ready, we will
contact you with the results and provide a paper
copy of the certificate.
Please contact the Brazeau County office if you
have any questions. (780) 542-7779.
14
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so are the weeds

ARE YOU

READY?
If you have any questions or need help identifying
weeds and the best way to deal with them,
please contact the Brazeau County
Agricultural Services Division: 780-542-7779
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Saturday, April 16th, 2016


SAVE THE DATE!
Join us for this one day event dedicated to meeting the

challenges of today and preparing you for tomorrow.



•

•

•

•

•



Solar Energy
The Buzz on Drones

Farm Succession Planning

Growing Forward 2


Breton Community Centre, Breton Alberta




Only $20 per person - lunch included

To register, please contact
Agricultural Services Division
at 780-542-7779






