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CHAIRMAN’S  
GREETINGS

I am pleased to bring greetings from the Brazeau 
County Agricultural Service Board.

We are fully into spring mode with calving and 
preparations for seeding as well as dealing with 
COVID-19.  There is high stress and uncertainty 
in the community, but we all try to remain calm 
and positive.

Due to COVID-19 we canceled our March 
meeting and proceeded with a meeting in April 
using technology to keep us safe and practicing 
social distancing.   

Our board is excited to announce that we have 
nominated the Claypool Family for this years 
BMO’s Farm Family Award.  This very deserving 
and hard-working family farm have been 
farming in the Lodgepole area for a number 
of years.  Congratulations!

Our board is being challenged with a $30,000.00 
decrease to our provincial grant this spring as 
well as the loss of our Provincial Key Contact 
person, Tozo Bozic.

As we continue to navigate these unprecedent 
times we all know change is unavoidable.  With 
that, Brazeau County Council has made the 
difficult decision to cease any more editions of 
“The Seed” as a cost cutting measuring during 
these difficult financial times. But rest assure, 
we have found a solution and will incorporate 
“The Seed” with our regular Brazeau County 
Newsletters that is sent out to all our residents.

As always, if you have any suggestions, questions 
or solutions to any concerns you may have, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to myself or 
any of our amazing board members.

Thank you! Take care and please stay safe!

Kara Westerlund 
Chairperson & Councillor



FIELDMAN'S  
GREETINGS
Every spring is a time of transition, but this 
year has brought extra adjustments with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Agricultural Services 
Department has implemented social distancing 
protocols and is happy to be able to continue 
to serve our residents at full capacity.

I am delighted to announce a service level 
increase, your agricultural news will now be 
6 times a year instead of quarterly as Council 
decided at budget to combine The Seed into 
the Brazeau County Newsletter, so although 
this will be the final stand-alone issue of The 
Seed, our Agricultural news will have an even 
greater circulation. Final budget was passed by 
Council in April, and we will be continuing with 
the 60% herbicide rebate for 2020. It is a great 
opportunity for Brazeau County landowners to 
control weeds on their property at a reduced 
cost. I would also like to remind everyone that 
spray equipment is available free of charge 
when controlling noxious and prohibited 
noxious species.

If you have any questions about any of our 
programs or how to participate, please feel free 
to give the Agricultural Services department at 
1-780-542-7777.

I think with the difficult times the world is facing, 
it has become even clearer how important the 
work of farmers is. I wish everyone good health 
and a success in their spring work!

Best Regards,

Dawnia McCann 
Manager of Agricultural Services



AGRICULTURAL  
DIVISION WHO WE ARE 
The ongoing activity of Brazeau County Agricultural 
Division is to encourage production, profitability and 
sustainability of the agricultural industry in Brazeau 
County through information and program support.

The implementation of agricultural policies and the 
obligations of enforcement are specified under various 
Government of Alberta Acts including:

• Agricultural Service Board Act

• Agricultural Pests Act

• Soil Conservation Act

• Weed Control Act

Direction is provided by the Brazeau County Agricultural 
Service Board on the development of programs. 

Staff Contacts 

Dawnia McCann 
Manager of Agricultural Services   
DMcCann@brazeau.ab.ca

Corbyn Pankonin 
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman & ALUS Coordinator 
CPankonin@brazeau.ab.ca

Nancy Chambers 
Agricultural Technician 
NChambers@brazeau.ab.ca

Or contact the Brazeau County  
Administration office at 780-542-7777.
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2020  AGRICULTURAL 
SERVICE  BOARD 
MEETING  SCHEDULE  
 
 
LOCATION: 
 County Administration 
Building, 7401  
Twp Road 494  
 
MEETING TIMES:

Meeting time:  9 am 
Public input session: 10 am

June 17, 2020

July 15, 2020

August 19, 2020

September 16, 2020

October 21, 2020

November 18, 2020

December 16, 2020

Reminder  to  residents:
Some municipal reserves and other County lands 
are leased for haying and grazing purposes.   
 
Please be respectful of cattle and haying 
operations on these properties. Thank You!

During the COVID-19 pandemic,  
meetings will be held electronically.

If you want to provide an oral submission, 
please contact Tina Kwirant at the Brazeau 
County office at 780-542-7777 or  
tkwirant@brazeau.ab.ca to make 
arrangements. 

Oral submissions may be made at the 
meeting without prior notification to 
Brazeau County; however, information 
about how to join the electronic meeting 
will need to be coordinated prior to the 
meeting date.

*
*



The Agricultural Service Board of Brazeau County 
will provide up to two (2) $500 bursaries to students 
residing in Brazeau County who are enrolled in a post-
secondary institute in pursuit of the following:

• Bachelor of Science in Agriculture or Environment 
from a recognized University;

• Diploma in Agriculture or Environment from a 
recognized College; or

• Degree or diploma directly related to Agriculture 
from recognized Community Colleges or 
Universities

Bursaries must be used in the year awarded.  In the 
case of the recipients not completing their studies 
in the year of the award, all or a portion of the 
bursary may have to be refunded.  The amount will 
be determined at the discretion of the awarding 
committee.

A S B

Bursaries will be awarded on the basis of the 
following, in no particular order:

• Academic Achievement;

• Agricultural background

• Community and social participation

Application deadline is October 31 of the 
current year.  Awards are contingent upon 
successful completion of Grade 12 and 
registration in a post-secondary institute.

Application forms are to be mailed to:
Brazeau County, Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494,  
Drayton Valley, AB  T7A 1R1 
 
Attention:  Agricultural Service Board

BURSARY  PRO G R A M   -  APPLY NOW!

https://www.brazeau.ab.ca/living-here/agriculture/agricultural-service-board/sb_expander_articles/151.php


BRAZEAU’S  
MOST WANTED:  
ORANGE  
HAWKWEED
Call us to identify Orange 
Hawkweed, recommend control 
options, or enroll in our Orange 
Hawkweed Program.  
 
We will spray up to five acres 
of Orange Hawkweed on your 
property for free!

Herbicide Rebate

Council has renewed the 60% herbicide rebate for 2020!  
 
Application forms are available on the Brazeau County website.  
Call us at 780-542-7777 for more information or alternative ways to  
get the application form.



TREE PRUNING

WHY PRUNE TREES
• To remove “3D- Dead, Diseased or storm-

Damaged” branches

• To thin the crown to permit new growth and 
better air circulation

• To reduce the height of a tree or to remove 
obstructing lower branches

• To shape a tree for design purposes

• To reduce potential fire hazards

• To encourage flowering, to promote fruit 
production

• To address safety issues for people or property



a guide for beginners 
doing backyard pruning. 
 
for any large or dangerous 
pruning, please contact a 
certified professional arborist.

Information Courtesy: 
Toso Bozic,  
Tree and Forestry Expert 
Yard Whispers

TREE PRUNING

WHEN TO PRUNE
• Coniferous trees, like spruce or pine, can be 

pruned any time of year.  For most trees, the 
best is time from March to mid-April or during 
the winter

• Birch and Maple – prune ONLY during the 
growing season – June and July – leaves must 
be fully developed

• Elm trees – DO NOT prune from April 1 till 
October 1

• Hardwood trees, like aspen or ash, and shrubs 
without showy flowers, prune in the dormant 
season

• to easily visualize the structure  
of the tree,

• to maximize wound closure in the growing 
season after pruning,

• to reduce the chance of transmitting 
disease, and

• to discourage excessive sap flow from 
wounds

HOW MUCH TO PRUNE
• Every time you prune a tree, it stresses the 

tree and increases vulnerability

• Pruning increases the opportunity for insects 
and diseases to invade trees

• Generally speaking, prune no more than 25 % 
of living branches

• The amount of live tissue that should be 
removed depends on the tree size, species, 
and age, as well as the pruning objectives



BASIC PRINCIPLES OF 
PRUNING
• Visualize the shape of the plant at maturity – how 

the tree will look like after pruning
• Remove dead, damaged and diseased wood
• Select the key branches or main stems that you 

want to keep
• Remove weak crotches, crossed branches, suckers 

and watersprouts (new branches growing near 
bottom of the tree)

• Cut back to branch collar to leave the smallest 
wound possible

• Remember that more is not always better – you can 
always prune next year

PRUNING TECHNIQUES
• Cleaning is the removal of dead, dying, diseased, 

crowded, weakly attached, and low-vigor branches 
from the crown of a tree.

• Crown Thinning is the selective removal of branches 
to increase light penetration and air movement 
through the crown (the branches and leaves 
extending from the trunk or main stems). Thinning 
opens the foliage of a tree, reduces weight on heavy 
limbs, and helps retain the tree’s natural shape.

• Raising removes the lower branches from a tree in 
order to provide clearance for buildings, vehicles, 
pedestrians, and vistas.

• Reduction reduces the size of a tree, often for 
clearance for utility lines.

PRUNING TOOLS
• Keep pruning equipment (pruning shears, loppers, 

saws, etc.) sharp and clean.
• You get what you pay for, so cheaper tools....usually 

are !!!!
• Before you cut, dip your pruner for a few seconds 

in bleach.
• After pruning,  put the tools under running water 

for 10 minutes and thoroughly dry.
• Dry tools after clean up – don’t let them rust.
• Clean up tools after you finish your work.
• Buy only the tools that you really need -pruners, 

rounding saw, loopers, sheers, secateurs

 PRUNING SHRUBS
• Shrubs that bloom before 

June 20 should be pruned 
immediately after the bloom 
period.

• Shrubs that bloom after June 
20 should be pruned in the 
dormant season or just before 
growth in spring.

• Not all shrubs needs to be 
pruned, not every year and not 
severely.

• Many flowering trees/shrubs 
(eg crabapple, hawthorn, pin 
cherry, chokecherry, etc)  are 
susceptible to fire blight and 
black knot fungus, and pruning 
can spread these diseases.

PRUNING ROSES
• In the wild, roses produce strong 

new shoots from near the base 
of the plant each season.

• Prune during the winter – 
March/April just before the 
season starts.

• Deadhead during the summer – 
prune back to a five leaflet leaf.

• Cut above an outward pointing 
bud to encourage an open 
center.

• Cut back into healthy wood.
• Cut any diseased or damaged 

branch.
• Remove all thin, weak canes that 

are smaller in diameter than a 
pencil



SAFETY IN PRUNING
• Get pruning safety training, available at many 

arborists.
• Have an emergency plan in place in case an incident 

occurs.
• Wear eye protection at all times.
• Wear a hard hat and steel toed boots.
• Wear leather or other appropriate gloves.
• Do not use axes or hatchets—use proper pruning 

equipment.
• If you use power tools, please follow their safety 

procedures.
• For beginners, do not climb trees.
• Before trimming a tree, inspect the area to identify 

possible hazards (e.g. presence of power lines, 
broken or cracked limbs after a severe storm) and 
take appropriate actions to prevent injuries or 
accidents.

• Do not prune under power lines
• Do not use dead branches for support.
• Do not leave partially sawn limbs on trees.

MYTHS  
ABOUT PRUNING 
(AND THE TRUTH)
1.  Pruning is difficult – pruning is 

not complicated, but it is hard 
work

2.  Plants will die if they are pruned 
wrong time of year - not true

3.  All pruning must be done during 
the winter - with a few exceptions, 
you can prune year-round

4.  Removing and pruning trees is 
a crime against nature - not true

5.  Most trees need pruning - this 
is not true, unless there is a valid 
reason to prune a tree

6.  Hedge shears are all you need 
to prune shrubs - shrubs require 
more than hedge shears, they 
require proper pruning

7.  Anybody with a pick-up truck, 
chainsaw, and pruners is 
an expert - use people with 
knowledge and expertise in this 
area

8.  All cuts must be treated with 
paint - not true



ALUS  
seeks new  

participants  
for 2020! 

ALUS can help you establish wetlands, 
native prairie, pollinator habitat and other 
projects on your land.

Even better, ALUS pays you annually to keep 
these projects in prime working order.

Your ALUS projects will produce cleaner 
air, cleaner water and more biodiversity, 
benefiting both your farm and your 
community.

Across Canada, more than 830 agricultural 
producers have already enrolled over 
23,000 acres in the ALUS program.

For more information,  
contact your ALUS Coordinator: 
Corbyn Pankonin at  
Brazeau County:  
Box 77 – 7401 Twp Rd 494  
Drayton Valley, AB  T7A 1R1   
780-542-7777   
ALUS@brazeau.ab.ca

Join us!



 

ALUS BRAZEAU
PHOTO CONTEST
A G R I C U L T U R E  O R  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  P H O T O S

Submission Deadline is November 1, 2020

S U B M I T  P H O T O S  T O  A L U S @ B R A Z E A U . A B . C A  O R
D R O P  O F F  A T  C O U N T Y  O F F I C E



You don't just own land...

Green
Acreages

you become its  steward



The Green Acreages Program will:

•	 Increase acreage owners’ knowledge of appropriate land and natural 
resource management practices.

•	 Support acreage owners in completing a resource inventory and 
planning exercise, and develop short and longterm stewardship goals 
for their property.

•	 Help acreage owners identify strategies to best manage the natural 
assets on their land.

•	 Assist acreage owners to gain an awareness and understanding of 
relevant bylaws and regulations.

•	 Provide acreage owners with additional stewardship resources and 
contact information.

Contact the Brazeau County office  
or  the Land Stewardship Centre if  
you would like to obtain a free 
"Green Acreages Primer Guide".

You don't have to be the owner of thousands of acres to 
need a plan to best protect the land you live on. But where 
do you start? Luckily the Land Stewardship Centre has put 
together a program to help you become an active partner 
with your property. Whether you have a small acreage, a 
hobby farm or a recreational property, this information will 
help you along your path.



Cattle Squeeze
Corral Panels
Bale Scale
Cattle Scale
Cattle Scale
Loading Chute
Tipping Tables (left/right)
Brillion Seeder
Hand Grass Seeder
Soil Sampler
Feed Probe
Bran Bait Applicator
Gallagher HR3 Tag Reader
  
Traps
Skunk Trap
Porcupine Trap
Squirrel Trap
  
Spray Equipment
Slip in 100 Gallon Sprayer   
ATV 10 Gal. Sprayer
Backpack 4 Gal. Sprayer
Pasture 300 Gal. Sprayer 
(boomless nozzles-clevis hitch) 

Signage
Smoke Signs
Cattle Drive Signs
Agricultural Haul Route Signs

$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$100.00
$250.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00 
 

$150.00
$150.00
$110.00

$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
No Charge
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$80.00/ day
No Charge/3 days
No Charge/3 days
No Charge
$15.00/day
$25.00/day  

$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
  
  
$35.00/day
$25.00/day
$5.00/day
$35.00/day 
 

No Charge/3 days
No Charge/3 days
No Charge/3 days

From cattle squeezes and corral panels to skunk traps and pesticide sprayers, if 
you need it, we may have it.  Contact the Brazeau County office at 780-542-7777 for 
additional information or to reserve and rent.

Brazeau County Equipment Rentals

Eq u i p m E n t RE n ta l  FE E DamagE DEposit


