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Chairman's Greetings Agricultural Fieldman
As I write this at the beginning of October, surprisingly, Greeting
winter felt there was a need to show an appearance
even before the end of September showcasing that not
much is easy in agriculture.

While the majority of the population in Alberta was
driving to work in treacherous driving conditions, farmers and ranchers are out 24/7 doing their job in snow,
rain, freezing cold, or incredibly hot weather providing
a wealth of products that are essential to every one in
our daily lives.
When you stop to think of it, approximately 2% of our
population is directly involved in agriculture the work
of our farmers/ ranchers impacts us in a multitude of
ways, every single minute of every single day and that
we are so thankful for.
I truly hope we have an open fall that will give everyone enough time to complete their harvesting so they
too are able to take some time to enjoy the Thanksgiving celebration.
The ASB hopes for an open fall and great harvest condition and your equipment stays together.
Sincerely,

Rick Ennis - Chairperson

Rural life is demanding, now that the hectic summer
and harvest season have come to a close, we can look
forward to the winter! I hope you all had a productive
year and look forward to some outdoor activities. Personally I can’t wait for ski season!
The Agricultural Division successfully completed many
activities including mowing, spraying, weed inspection
services, and the herbicide rebate program. The hawkweed infestation seems have remained around the same
size, Clubroot has now been discovered in the County,
and Common Burdock has been spotted. By working together, we can prevent Common Burdock from
becoming a costly and troublesome problem to remedy. The Agricultural Services Board is working along
with myself and the new Assistant Agricultural Fieldman, Curt Rochon, to find solutions to support residents.

We have timely information in this issue to help new
residents meet arising issues such as weeds and diseases. We are also excited to share what we learned at
the hemp research plots with producers.
We look forward to serving residents and working
together to create better quality of life in Brazeau County.
Feel free to contact me at 780-542-7777 to chat about
Agricultural solutions.
Sincerely,
Sean Allen – Agricultural Fieldman

Agricultural Division
Who We Are
The ongoing activity of Brazeau County Agricultural
Division is to encourage production, profitability and
sustainability of the agricultural industry in Brazeau
County through information and program support.
The implementation of agricultural policies and the
obligations of enforcement are specified under various Government of Alberta Acts including:
•

Agricultural Service Board Act

•

Agricultural Pests Act

•

Soil Conservation Act

•

Weed Control Act

Direction is provided by the Brazeau County Agricultural Service Board on the development of programs.
Staff Contacts
Sean Allen
Agricultural Fieldman			
sallen@brazeau.ab.ca
Tamara London
Community Services Administrative Assistant
tlondon@brazeau.ab.ca
Or contact the Brazeau County Administration office
at 780-542-7777.
Agricultural Service Board
Your new Agricultural Service Board members will be
announced soon. Please take a moment and check the
Brazeau County Website under the "Living Here" tab. The
names will be posted there as soon as they are available.
www.brazeau.ab.ca

Curt Rochon
Brazeau County’s
new Assistant
Agricultural
Fieldman
I came to the County mid-season and must say, I
jumped in running. Playing catch-up while trying
to learn as much as possible in the ever-changing
industry of agriculture. Honestly, I came to discover you need to be a jack of all trades and knowledgeable of just about everything; weeds, soils,
livestock, pests, herbicides, finances, mechanics,
engineering and logistics. I truly believe I thrive
in a paced fast environment and know it’s where
I belong.
We all know Brazeau County is beautiful because
of its landscape and watershed. I grew up in the
Peace region and Brazeau County feels like home.
I’ve enjoyed meeting new people, the summer staff,
my fellow colleagues and most of all the job itself.
Having a background in Environmental Sciences,
I’ve spent almost 15 years in the field collecting
and interpreting field data of all sorts from water
quality sampling, wildlife surveys, to soil and vegetation assessments. I had been involved as a project manager, project coordinator and site supervisor in my previous position with expertise in land
reclamation. I’ve acted as a liaison between landowners and the private sector. To me, being personable, punctual, keeping people involved and
in the loop has made me quite successful in my
past experiences.
My wife and family (2 small boys) are new to the
area, we are excited to be here and be part of the
community. Having a keen eye for detail, I look forward to the opportunities ahead of me and I want
to work with the residents, have relationships and
resolve issues to create an environmentally sustainable and friendly County.
Sincerely,
Curt Rochon – Assistant Agricultural Fieldman

2017
Summer Season Review

over time, we plan to have an integrated pest management plan developed that will allow us to easily maintain these facilities.
We are proud to have achieved our goal, of getting the
entire County mowed with two rounds of chemical spot
treatment on County owned roads. To date our mower
unit has covered 1289 kilometers of County roads. We
had crews out grass seeding 30 kilometers of new construction areas throughout the County.
To assist land owners with weed management the County
offers several programs including the hawkweed program,
the fenceline program, and the herbicide rebate program
which has been increased from 20% to 30%.

Our summer staff is an integral part of our success and
the County would like to send out a big thank you, we
could not do it without you! Daily correspondence with
ratepayers, complaints, weed identification, weed questions, forage samples, pest surveys, equipment rentals,
operations, and communication is what keeps the wheel
spinning. The Agricultural Services division is available to
answer any questions. We hope in the future to streamline some procedures and documents to improve communication with residents. We have a commitment to
reduce the amount weeds in the County and we are here
Being down a key staff member in the Agricultural Ser- to help and assist.
vices Division for a good portion of the 2017 summer
season, had it challenges. Despite the situation we are
happy to report the season is wrapping up nicely! The
year kicked-off with orientations and training. Throughout the season we responded to rate payer inquiries, carried out the herbicide rebate and fence line programs.
We also completed inspections, mowing and spraying.
Overall the summer was very productive.
A successful vegetation management program requires a
concerted effort from all parties affected by pesky weeds.
The majority of residents have been managing the weeds
on their properties. The County has been working with
industry to develop effective vegetation management
plans. The Agricultural Division has been working hard
to manage weeds on county owned lands.
Our four inspectors covered 1422 county residents, 283
Drayton Valley resident properties, 104 Village of Breton
resident properties, 82 crown/grazing reserves, 682 industrial properties and 57 County owned properties totaling 2630 inspections. The County also has been focusing on our gravel pits they are a “work in progress” and

Clubroot has shown
up in Brazeau County
It shouldn’t be surprising that Clubroot has made its way into Brazeau
County since the soil-borne disease
is widely found throughout Alberta.
This is a serious disease and we must
accept that it is here and most likely
here to stay. This common disease
affects plants belonging to the Brassicaceae family and includes several
garden vegetables such as cabbage,
broccoli, cauliflower, brussel sprouts,
radishes, turnips and field crops like
canola and mustard.
With the recent discovery in our
County our goal is to educate and
even though there are clubroot-resistant varieties, we plan to reinforce
grower awareness and share the fundamental facts associated with disease.
Its first canola field discovery was
in 2003 located near Edmonton and
clubroot has continued to spread
throughout Alberta ever since, it was
declared a pest to Alberta’s Agricultural Pests Act (APA) in April 2007.
Clubroot is relatively easy to diagnose, in the early stages the plants
will become stunted and start to wilt
and turn yellow. What gives the disease away is the large, club-shaped
galls that form on the roots. These
galls are what we call the “nutrient
sink” they consume all the essential
nutrients the plants need to thrive
and stay strong sometimes restricting
water from the aboveground plant
parts. If the disease isn’t caught until
the later stages the infected plants
will ripen prematurely resulting in a
lower quality crop yield.

Now lets get down to the
nitty-gritty shall we?
OR Prevention 101?
There are several preventative measures to help reduce clubroot, the
first is to have a long crop rotation,
plan to grow canola once every five
years. Although this method will not
completely prevent the disease it will
restrict this and other canola disease
development within the field. Next is
sanitation, when conducting clubroot
surveys we always start at a common
or high traffic approach, clubroot is
easily transferred so please follow a
strict sanitation program by cleaning
soil and crop debris off equipment
before entering or leaving the field.
Clubroot also has certain environmental factors it prefers, warm soil
(20-24C), high soil moisture and soil
acidity of less than 6.5.
It’s also a good practice to regularly
scout out your canola fields and identify the causes of wilting, stunting and
yellowing, never assume anything
also try to avoid the use of straw
bales and manure from infested or
suspicious areas.

Please visit the following
sites for more information.
www.abinvasives.ca/home
www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/
deptdocs.nsf/all/agdex8593
www.canolacouncil.org/canola-encyclopedia/diseases/clubroot/
about-clubroot/
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The Tour
On September 30th, Brazeau County partnered with West
Central Forage Association (WCFA) to put on a tour of the
hemp test plots and the BioComposites Group Facility.
This tour showcased what we learned from the test plots.
The WCFA plots on the west side of the County and the U
of A Breton plots on the east side of the County looked
very different. We have discovered that seeding methods, seeding depth and surface moisture play a big factor in hemp’s ability to grow. The WCFA plots were hit
by hail twice this year which also had an impact on the
growth of the plants.
Brazeau County is taking a lead role in encouraging producers to capitalize on the emerging hemp industry. The
test plots are being funded by Brazeau County to discover
the challenges of growing hemp in the area and pass this
information along to the producers to help the producer
learn best practices. Both WCFA and the U of A are writing a report based on their plot research. These reports
will be made available on the County website under Agriculture when they become available.

The hemp plots research follows Brazeau County’s threepart workshop series Harvesting Hemp: From Seed to Sale
hosted this spring. In this series people learned about
the opportunities in the hemp industry, challenges to
consider when growing hemp, and economical factors.
Visit www.brazeau.ab.ca/business/workshops for more
information on these initiatives.

BioComposites Group
The Hemp tour made a stop at the BioComposites Group
Facility. Here the hemp fiber is being turned into some
interesting products. The facility takes the fiber and
weaves it together to create fiber mats. The mats can be
used for a variety of vegetation related products. Common uses include 100% biodegradable erosion control
and weed suppressant matting as well as grow mats for
microgreens. They are even able to embed native seed
into the mats to assist with reclamation recovery. The
mats can be processed even further. They have presses
on site that can take the matting and turn it into products
like skateboards and paddles. BioComposites Group has
a contract to produce door panels for a major car manufacturer. Currently the facility is using all the fiber produced in Alberta and Manitoba and is searching overseas for more fiber.

Looking For Your Opinion
What do you want to see researched at hemp plots?
With the first year of the trials behind us, WCFA and
the U of A are asking what specific hemp questions you
would like to see being researched? Some suggestions
have been various methods of seeding and seeding depth.
If you would like to add a suggestion please submit it to
sallen@brazeau.ab.ca by January 31, 2018.

Common Burdock
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It's
prickly

It's
nasty

It's
noxious

It's here...

Unfortunately we
have started to spot
Common Burdock in
Brazeau County.

At this point - with your help - we can still prevent
common burdock from becoming a large infestation
similar to the situation we have with tall buttercup
and scentless chamomile.
Weed control is a costly and time-consuming
endeavor, therefore, Brazeau County is asking residents to assist us with preventing common burdock from becoming another weed
we must fight.
Common burdock (a.k.a. lesser burdock) is a
noxious plant according to the Alberta Weed
Control Act, therefore, it must be controlled.
Common burdock is a tall biennial plant and
sometimes can reach 3 meters tall! It has large
(up to 60 cm) alternating heart-shaped leaves
and has prickly flowers that can range from
pink to lavender in color, at first glance it can
easily be mistaken for thistles. The habitat
areas that usually house the plant can include
almost anywhere from forage crops to hay
fields, rangeland to irrigated lands and roadsides to waste areas.
If you spot common burdock please report it to
the Brazeau County Agricultural Division right
away. When it appears on your property destroy
it immediately.

The problem with this plant is that it has miniature hooks called bracts and it easily attaches
itself to wildlife, livestock or individuals that
brush pass, it really can hitch a ride anywhere.
The good news is there are several different
options to control or eliminate the pesky plant.
Livestock find it palatable, tillage will kill the
plant and it’s intolerant of cultivation, last but
not least there are chemical measures that can
be applied to target Burdock. When using herbicide for Burdock control always check the
product label to ensure it is registered for use
on the plant in Canada.
Brazeau County has a commitment to take a
proactive approach against the war on weeds.
Please contact our Agriculture Department with
any questions.

Help make sure
Common Burdock doesn't
get a foothold in
Brazeau County

Stems: Are erect, coarse,

branched and thick, have a reddish
tinge and may be grooved or angular. Mature plants grow 1 to 3 m tall.

Leaves: Rosette leaves

are large, hairy, and heart-shaped
and readily shade out smaller plants.
Stem leaves alternate and are broadest at the stalk. Leaf edges are wavy
or toothed. Leaves are woolly on their
undersides, and dark green above.

Flowers: Are purple
and borne in short stalked clusters
along the stems. Spiny, hooked bracts
surround the florets.

Seeds: Seed production

starts in July and continues into the
fall. Seeds are shed continuously
throughout the fall, winter and following spring. A mature plant can
produce from 6,000 to 16,000 seeds.

Additional information can be found at:
www.abinvasives.ca/factsheets/140506-fs-commonburdock.pdf?
www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/all/prm13925

What’s in your Stewardship Toolbox?

How can a group or municipality
achieve the best and most needed
environmental outcomes for their
projects with limited resources available? That’s where INFFER™ comes
in. Land Stewardship Centre (LSC)
is the single accredited provider
of INFFER™ in Canada. Read on to
learn how and why INFFER™ is one
fascinating stewardship tool and
how one Alberta municipality is putting it to work for them.
INFFER™ (Investment Framework for
Environmental Resources) is a valuable decision support tool used for
assessing and prioritizing projects to
address diverse environmental issues
and challenges such as reduced water
quality, biodiversity, conservation
planning and land degradation. The
main goal of INFFER™ is to achieve
the highest value for environmental,
economic and social outcomes that
is possible with available resources.
Municipalities, among many other
organizations, face the challenge of
how to get the best bang for their buck
when implementing environmental
programs and projects. Recently, our
partners from Natural Decisions, the

creators of INFFER™, travelled from
Australia to assist LSC in an INFFER™
project currently being conducted in
partnership with Brazeau County.
In early 2017, Brazeau County had
the opportunity to participate in
an INFFER™ project funded through
the Agriculture Watershed Enhancement Program, which is a dual grant
stream offered by Alberta Environment and Parks and Alberta Agriculture and Forestry. By using
the INFFER™ assessment tool Brazeau
will be able to compare the environmental and social outcomes and
cost effectiveness of potential conservation initiatives, enabling them
to select the approaches best suited
to addressing their most important
issues in a given area.
“Funding was available to participate in INFFER™ and Brazeau County
saw it as a valuable tool to evaluate
environmental projects happening in
the County, on behalf of producers,”
explains Benjamin Misener, Manager of Land and Environment with
Brazeau County. “It allows us to be
strategic and thoughtful when making these types of decisions.”

Guided by Natural Decisions and Land
Stewardship Centre, the INFFER™
process is being used by Brazeau
County to focus on an area of importance, identify issues associated with
water quality in this area and then
help the municipality understand
how to address these issues in the
most effective manner that considers
not only economics, but also environmental and social factors, as well as
the goals that have been set by the
County for this area.
Misener goes on to explain how
important it is to have a tool
like INFFER™ to assess environmental programs and projects, especially
when spending funding dollars, to
be able to provide accountability
and transparency. “It is important
to have this type of framework to
assess projects,” Benjamin adds. “By
using INFFER™ we can compare the
potential outcomes and cost effectiveness of different projects and ultimately, this enables us to develop a
solid business case for environmental
investment in restoring and protecting valuable natural assets.”

Make It

Bake It

Sew It

Grow It

Summer projects put kids
elbow deep into practical skills.

The Drayton Valley & District Agricultural Society in partnership with Drayton Valley & District FCSS and the CETC
center using grant funding from Telus Community and
Brazeau County created a summer program for children
between the ages of 5-12 that had the theme: Make It,
Bake It, Sew It and Grow It. These are also the core values of the Alberta Farmers’ Markets and was therefore
held at the market on Wednesdays. The Kids joined the
Markets’ Power of Produce Kids Club and got a membership card, filled out a registration and waiver form
and signed up for weekly activities that occurred at the
market throughout the summer. There were a variety of
activities that were offered but doing it yourself, sustainability, and homes-kills were the main focus. Three summer students were hired to lead the activities. They had
to plan the program, shop for supplies, lead the groups,
make Facebook posts and parent information handouts
and research how to do the various activities-if they had
never done them before themselves.
There were over 100 participants throughout the 8 weeks.
Most sessions had between 25-35 participants, but some
weeks were restricted to 10-12 due to being in the kitchen
and safety and space restrictions there. All children went
home with their projects and instructions for parents on
how to do or maintain the projects. The first week was
planting and children took home a tomato plant to care
for throughout the summer. They helped to plant the
Community gardens in front of the Town Office and they
got instructions on how to care for plants that they took
home. “Tell, Show, Do” were the guidelines for the lead-

ers which also aligns with the 4-H motto “learn to do by
doing”. This was not a play-based program but the activities planed were structured to be fun, quick and interesting to the participants. There was no clear favourite
activity based on the surveys we had returned. Some children enjoyed the planting day best, some enjoyed the ice
cream making day best, some enjoyed the worms and
dirt day with the take home vermicomposter, some liked
the honey presentation and seeing the bees, and a lot of
them enjoyed using a sewing machine or making bread
and jam. They all said they would like to do it again next
year and the summer students said they learned leadership skills, preparation and planning, problem solving
& communication skills. They came away with a better
understanding of how to put on a program and felt they
could do it now on their own if needed.
The Drayton Valley & District Agricultural Society is a NotFor Profit Society that encourages improvements in agriculture and supports the quality of life of persons living
in the agricultural communities in which it operates by
developing programs, services, education and facilities,
based on the needs of the community.
The reason the Market was able to host these programs
and workshops for the Ag Society was due to the fact that
we had a facility to use, we created community partnerships and found volunteers to assist. Thank you to our
joint funders that supported educational programming
for youth and hopefully we have a facility and funding in
place for next year to continue our programs.

WEST-CENTRAL FORAGE ASSOCIATION IS PLEASED TO
OFFER THE FOLLOWING LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
COMING SOON TO A LOCATION NEAR YOU!

Tools to Build Your Cowherd
October 27, 2017

Warburg, AB

This workshop will cover genetic & genomic tools, health & nutrition related
problems, & how to minimize difficulties during calving & breeding season

Take This Farm & Love It– A Stockman Grass Farmer School
Ft: Joel Salatin & Steve Kenyon
January 12 & 13, 2018 Stony Plain, AB

Ladies Ranching Retreat
February 2, 2018

Location TBA

This one day women only conference will feature a variety of sessions covering topics
such as calving, mental health, etc., a wine tasting, as well as a keynote during supper.

Curt Pate Stockmanship School
February 10, 2018

Thorsby, AB

Ft: live cattle handling demonstrations (on horseback)
For more information on any of these events please contact WCFA at
780.727.4447 ; info@ westcentralforage.com or check
out our Facebook page to keep up to date on all of our
events!

Drayton Valley & District Agricultural Society Presents

Awards Banquet and Dance
Featuring: Walkin On Sunshine
Live band playing everyone’s dance favorites (same one as last year!)

@ Wellhouse Building – 5416 Industrial Rd
Saturday November 4th 2017
Awards 5:30pm
Pasta Dinner 7:00pm
Dance to follow
Tickets $20.00 each

(

To Purchase Tickets
Call Vicki @ 780 542-0994 OR
Pickup at Evergreen Farmers Market
Wednesdays at Wellhouse Building

Catering by Three Knights Steak House

Brazeau County Equipment Rentals

From cattle squeezes and corral panels to skunk traps and pesticide sprayers, if you need
it, we may have it. Contact the Brazeau County office at 780-542-7777 for additional
information or to reserve and rent.

Equipment

R e n ta l F ee

Damage Deposit

Cattle Squeeze
Corral Panels
Bale Scale
Cattle Scale
Cattle Scale
Loading Chute
Tipping Tables (left/right)
Brillion Seeder
Hand Grass Seeder
Soil Sampler
Feed Probe
Bran Bait Applicator
Gallagher HR3 Tag Reader
		
Tra p s
Skunk Trap
Porcupine Trap
Squirrel Trap
		
S p ray E q u i p m e n t
Slip in 100 Gallon Sprayer
ATV 10 Gal. Sprayer
Backpack 4 Gal. Sprayer
Pasture 300 Gal. Sprayer

$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
No Charge
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$80.00/ day
No Charge
No Charge
No Charge
$15.00/day
$25.00/day		

$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
		
		
$35.00/day
$25.00/day
$5.00/day
$35.00/day

$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$100.00
$250.00
		
		
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
		
		
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00

No Charge
No Charge
No Charge

$150.00
$150.00
$110.00

(boomless nozzles-clevis hitch)

Signage
Smoke Signs
Cattle Drive Signs
Agricultural Haul Route Signs

