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Chairman's  
Greetings
Mother Nature has not been favorable to the Agriculture 
industry or other industries as rains and early snowfalls 
have flattened crops and made getting on fields to har-
vest impossible.  Hopefully we will get warm drying days 
in October so crops can come off.

Several ASB Members attended the Provincial Summer 
ASB Tour in Strathcona County in July, and all Board mem-
bers have been authorized to attend a one day North 
West Regional ASB Conference in October in Calahoo. 

 ASB’s each nominate a Farm Family from their respective 
municipalities to receive the BMO Farm Family Award; 
in our part of the Province this nomination takes place 
every second year. This Award is sponsored by BMO and 
is presented at Northlands in November.  This year our 
ASB selected Vant and Ethel Hayes as our Farm Family.  
The Hayes joined the ASB Board and Staff at the Septem-
ber ASB meeting for lunch and were presented with a 
BBQ set and scroll on behalf of the ASB to commemo-
rate their selection as our honored Farm Family of 2018.

At the September ASB meeting the majority of Board 
Members voted in favor of hosting the Provincial ASB 
Summer Tour in 2021.  Brazeau County hosted this Tour 
in July of 1999 and saw over 400 ASB members from 
across the Province visit our area for three days of touring 
throughout the County.  This Tour involves a tremendous 
amount of planning and organization which will begin in 
2019.  We look forward to hosting the Tour and showing 
off our County and all it has to offer to ASB counterparts 
from across the Province.

All the best to all our rural families as hopefully some 
harvesting can get done as well as decent weather to 
move cattle home from pastures.  

 

Maureen Schwab 
Chairperson, ASB

Fieldman's  
Greetings
With the wet, heavy snowfalls came an almost non-ex-
istent fall. Like many of the producers in Brazeau Coun-
ty this ended our summer season quite swiftly. I wish 
all the best to Brazeau County’s residents as we move 
into the winter months, but especially our agricul-
tural producers who have faced another challenging 
harvest season. 

My first summer with Brazeau County has passed in a 
blur of activity, but that is to be expected with a lim-
ited growing season. The roadside spraying program 
wrapped up in August and our roadside mowing pro-
gram was cut short by the wet weather. Focus in our 
department has now shifted to budgets. I am pleased 
to announce that Council has approved a fourth edition 
of The Seed in the 2019 budget! You will now see our 
publication in March, June, September, and December.

Every second year the ASB is given the opportunity to 
nominate a Brazeau County farm family for the BMO 
Farm Family Awards. This year the Board nominated 
Vant and Ethel Hayes. I am so proud that their nomina-
tion was accepted and they will be presented with their 
award at this year’s FarmFair International in Edmonton.

I hope this issue of the newsletter provides you with 
relevant, useful information. If you have any questions 
or comments please contact us at the Brazeau County 
Administration Office at 780-542-7777.

Best Regards, 
Dawnia McCann
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Agricultural  
Division Who We Are 
The ongoing activity of Brazeau County Agricultural Divi-
sion is to encourage production, profitability and sus-
tainability of the agricultural industry in Brazeau County 
through information and program support.

The implementation of agricultural policies and the obli-
gations of enforcement are specified under various Gov-
ernment of Alberta Acts including:

• Agricultural Service Board Act

• Agricultural Pests Act

• Soil Conservation Act

• Weed Control Act

Direction is provided by the Brazeau County Agricultural 
Service Board on the development of programs. 

Staff Contacts 

Dawnia McCann 
Manager of Agricultural Services   
DMcCann@brazeau.ab.ca

Warren Noga 
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman  
WNoga@brazeau.ab.ca 

Nancy Chambers 
Agricultural Technician 
NChambers@brazeau.ab.ca

Or contact the Brazeau County  
Administration office at 780-542-7777.

Agricultural 
Service Board 
for 2018

Brazeau County  
Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1  
www.brazeau.ab.ca  Phone: 780-542-7777  Fax: 780-542-7770

Maureen Schwab 
Chairperson 

Sara Wheale 
Vice Chairperson/ 
Councillor 

Bart Guyon  
Reeve 

Anthony Heinrich 
Councillor 

Duane Movald 
Member-at-large 

Barb Gabrielson 
Member-at-large 

Laina Wentland 
Member-at-large

New Agricultural 
Service Board will be 
appointed by Council 
on October 16.

mailto:WNoga@brazeau.ab.ca
mailto:NChambers@brazeau.ab.ca
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What do you do when the 
important role beavers play in 
creating healthy natural areas is 
at odds with the need to protect 
the infrastructure we rely on?

Well, you play a little trick on  
these furry little engineers!

  
DIRTY  
TRICKS
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On a cold, snowy day in September, Cows and Fish, 
a non-profit organization that works with farm-
ers, partnered with Brazeau County to install two 

beaver pond leveling devices in the county.

The goal of the project was to lower water levels in two 
connected beaver ponds while maintaining beaver hab-
itat. By working with beavers we can limit costly dam 
removals and ongoing population management in some 
situations. Pond leveling devices are essentially a pipe 
inserted through the dam that allows water to flow while 
keeping the dam and beaver habitat intact. 

Adrian Nelson from The Association for the Protection 
of Fur-Bearing Animals provided technical advice to land 
management staff from Brazeau County as well as other 
municipalities, land trusts and Alberta Parks during the 
course of the project.

To start construction supplies first had to be brought to 
a staging area for the first dam. Following this, we built 
a protective cage to be placed around the intake end of 
the pipe. This cage will allow water to flow through the 
pipe while keeping beavers away from the intake, deny-
ing them the opportunity to block it off.  

DIRTY  
TRICKS
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With the cage constructed, we attached it to the pipe and 
began the process of floating the device into place. The 
outlet end was placed in a small break made in the dam 

before the floats were pulled from under the device, sinking it. At 
this point we were rewarded with a steady stream of water flow-
ing through the pipe, and within minutes we could see that the 
water level was lower.

The process was repeated at the second dam. The installation at 
the second dam was complicated by the access. In this case, we 
required a canoe and two kayaks to help maneuver the device into 
place. Installations can vary in complexity, with some requiring only 
two people and chest waders. Before beginning an installation it will 
be important to know how many people and if boats are required.

In order maintain the safety of the beaver lodge it is recommended 
to only lower the water level about a foot at a time over several 
seasons. The goal is not to drain the pond entirely, rather to main-
tain the pond height at a manageable level.  

With both leveling devices installed, we cleaned up our equip-
ment and left the beavers to ponder the flowing water they are 
unable to dam. 

This workshop project was funded in part by the Government of Alberta Watershed Resiliency and Restoration 
Program and Calgary Foundation as part of the Cows and Fish collaboration with the Miistakis Institute on 
working with beavers for watershed resiliency.



SINK YOUR 
TEETH INTO 
THESE FACTS:

Levels of agricultural 
pollutants are reduced 
in areas occupied by 
beavers.

Beaver dams increase 
the retention of organic 
matter by up to seven 
times and the level of 
aquatic plant life 20 fold.

Roughly 85 percent of all 
native North American 
animals rely on wetlands.

Once beavers move on 
and their dam breaks 
down, the water will 
drain, leaving behind an 
extremely lush meadow 
full of rich soil. Much 
of the farmable land in 
North America is thanks 
to Beavers.

Beavers create an 
important habitat for fish 
to overwinter in. Some 
fish species use beaver 
ponds as rearing habitat.

Beaver ponds help 
mitigate the effects of 
droughts.



Flow Device 
A closer look

A weight is attached to keep the cage and tube 
entrance below the surface water level.

The tube passes through the 
beaver dam and creates an 
artificial hole in the dam that 
the beaver can't locate the 
source of or fix. This new 
hole creates a way to set 
the water level where you 
want it to be.

The water level in any of the 
down-stream ponds can be 
managed in the same manner. 

Confused Beaver

A flexable tube is placed into the pond that  
needs to be regulated.



NEW WATER LEVEL

The cage provides a means of restricting 
the beavers access to the tube. 

A weight is attached to keep the cage and tube 
entrance below the surface water level.

A flexable tube is placed into the pond that  
needs to be regulated.

PREVIOUS WATER LEVEL
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SKUNKS

Exclusion and habitat modification
A skunk becomes a problem when its presence and activities con-
flict with people. The best way to minimize skunk problems around 
homes and farmyards is to remove potential sources of food and 
living sites for skunks. 
Skunks can be prevented from living or entering under buildings 
and other structures by closing all spaces with wood or metal 
screen. Ensure spaces are enclosed tightly to the ground to dis-
courage digging. 

When skunks are already living under a building, they can be 
coerced to leave in the following manner:

• Seal all openings except the main skunk entrance.

• Sprinkle a layer of flour, chalk or other powder  
outside the entrance.

• After dark, inspect the powder for exiting  
skunk tracks.

• Once a skunk has left the building, immediately  
seal the entrance.

• The following evening, re-apply powder and open the 
entrance to allow other skunks to exit before permanently 
closing the opening.

Keep in mind that young skunks will be present from early May 
until mid-August if a maternal den exists. If possible, buildings 
should not be skunk-proofed during this period. If you are unsure 
how many skunks are present under a building, hang a section of  
5 cm or less diameter wire mesh or board overlapping the entrance. 
Loosely hinge the top with wire. Skunks will push this cover open 
to leave but should not be able to re-enter. Once you are sure all 
skunks are out, permanently seal the opening.

Skunks are often very persistent in their attempts to  
get back into a den from which they have been shut out, espe-
cially when young are present. Therefore, wire mesh of 5 cm or 
less diameter spacing is recommended for blocking entrances. 
Bury the mesh about 15 cm below ground level to prevent skunks 
from digging under.

If a skunk enters a garage, cellar, basement or building, leave a 
door open so it can leave. Do not try to chase it out or spraying 
may result.

Skunks can also live beneath brushpiles, rockpiles, stacked lum-
ber and wrecked automobiles. These, as well as old, abandoned 
or unused granaries and buildings, should be removed to discour-
age skunk presence. 



Pet food and improperly stored garbage and compost 
attract skunks and other scavengers. Place garbage and 
compost in secure containers with tight lids. Do not 
leave pet food, water dishes and food scraps accessi-
ble to skunks.

Repellents Lights, sounds, and chemicals such as moth 
balls or ammonia soaked in rags may temporarily dis-
courage skunks from entering an enclosed area. How-
ever, other methods are necessary for a permanent solu-
tion to the presence of skunks.

trapping
Skunks are easy to catch in live traps. Use sardines or 
moist cat food as bait. Place the bait inside, at the back 
of the trap. In a situation where cats are likely to get 
trapped, do not use smelly baits like sardines, but use 
eggs. Break an egg in front of the trap, and place a whole 
unbroken egg inside the trap. Any skunk that has gone 
through the nesting season, that is older than 1 year, 
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Prepared by  
Bob Acorn, formerly with Alberta Agriculture, 1996  
Revised in 2016 by Phil Merrill 
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry

More information, contact:
Alberta Ag-Info Centre
Call toll free: 310-FARM (3276)
Website: agriculture.alberta.ca R12/2016

Figure 3. Box trap

Other lethal controls
It is illegal for anyone to use poisons to kill nuisance 
skunks. But, skunks can sometimes be seen and shot in 
the early morning or evening.
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Other lethal controls
It is illegal for anyone to use poisons to kill nuisance 
skunks. But, skunks can sometimes be seen and shot in 
the early morning or evening.

will be attracted to eggs. When the skunk tries to get  
the bait, the trap door closes and captures the skunk. 
Make sure you have caught a skunk and not a cat or other 
small animal before moving the animal or euthanizing it. 

Live traps should have an inspection hole in the top  
for identifying what you have caught. Traps should be 
inspected every morning and prompt action taken to 
remove the captured animal. Foothold and body-grip-
ping traps are not recommended for catching skunks, 
especially around homes and yards. Skunks often spray 
when caught in these traps, and unless new, modified 
traps are used, these older style traps can be inhumane. 
The older traps can severely injure or kill cats, dogs and 
other non-target animals.

It is llegal for anyone to use poisons to kill nuisance skunks. 

If you have any further questions, please contact Brazeau 
County Agriculture Services.

DIY Skunk Trap

Don't do DIY?
No problem! 

Brazeau County 
has skunk traps for 

rent at only $10  
for 7 days.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:

For program details go to: www.cap.alberta.ca/CAP/program/STEW_PROD  

Phone: Ag-Info Centre at 310-FARM (3276)

Email: CAP.ESandCCProgram@gov.ab.ca

Alberta Environmental Farm Plan: www.albertaefp.com 

GRAZING MANAGEMENT

 > Riparian area fencing
 > Portable watering system

MANURE AND LIVESTOCK FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

 > Improved manure storage
 > Relocation of livestock facilities

AGRICULTURAL INPUT AND WASTE MANAGEMENT

 >  Improved nutrient and pesticide management
 >  Plastic rollers

*These are just examples of projects that are available under the three categories.



The Agricultural Service Board of Brazeau County 
will provide up to two $500 bursaries to students 
residing in the Brazeau County enrolled in a 
postsecondary institute in pursuit of the following:

Bachelor of Science in Agriculture 
or Environment from a recognized 
University.

Diploma in Agriculture or Environment 
from a recognized College.

Degree  or  diploma  directly  related  to  
Agriculture  from  recognized  community  
colleges  or universities.

Contact Brazeau County 
for application forms and 
for more information.

DON'T MISS OUT!  
The deadline  for  applications  is  
October  31  of  the  current  year.

AGRICULTURE SERVICE BOARD

STUDENT
BURSARY
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WATER WELL  
MANAGEMENT 
FOR WELL 
OWNERS

JOIN US AT A WORKING WELL WORKSHOP

HOSTED BY:

DATE:

LOCATION:

START TIME:

PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL TO PRE-REGISTER:

Brazeau County

Thursday, November 29, 2018

Brazeau County Office, 7401 Twp Rd 494

6:00 p.m.

Nancy Chambers at 780-542-7777 prior to November 22
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For more information,
Contact your ALUS Program Coordinator:

Warren Noga
Brazeau County
P: 780-542-7777
E: ALUS@brazeau.ab.ca

CONGRATULATIONS TO VANT AND ETHEL HAYES! 
BRAZEAU COUNTY’S 2018 BMO FARM FAMILY. 
Each year, Agricultural Service Boards select outstanding families who best  
represent the values of the family farm within their rural community. The award 
honours both their farming business practices and community involvement.



Cattle Squeeze
Corral Panels
Bale Scale
Cattle Scale
Cattle Scale
Loading Chute
Tipping Tables (left/right)
Brillion Seeder
Hand Grass Seeder
Soil Sampler
Feed Probe
Bran Bait Applicator
Gallagher HR3 Tag Reader
  
Traps
Skunk Trap
Porcupine Trap
Squirrel Trap
  
Spray Equipment
Slip in 100 Gallon Sprayer   
ATV 10 Gal. Sprayer
Backpack 4 Gal. Sprayer
Pasture 300 Gal. Sprayer 
(boomless nozzles-clevis hitch) 

Signage
Smoke Signs
Cattle Drive Signs
Agricultural Haul Route Signs

$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$100.00
$250.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00 
 

$150.00
$150.00
$110.00

$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
No Charge
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$80.00/ day
No Charge/3 days
No Charge/3 days
No Charge
$15.00/day
$25.00/day  

$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
  
  
$35.00/day
$25.00/day
$5.00/day
$35.00/day 
 

No Charge/3 days
No Charge/3 days
No Charge/3 days

From cattle squeezes and corral panels to skunk traps and pesticide sprayers, if 
you need it, we may have it.  Contact the Brazeau County office at 780-542-7777 for 
additional information or to reserve and rent.

Brazeau County Equipment Rentals

Eq u i p m E n t RE n ta l  FE E DamagE DEposit


