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Chairman’s Greetings

Spring is just around the corner and the Agricultural Service
Board is looking forward to the challenges 2015 brings.
Over the winter, the Brazeau County ASB members attended
the 2015 Provincial Agricultural Service Board Conference
January 20-23, 2015. This board brought forward a
resolution that was passed at the Provincial level, for a
legislative change to the Alberta Wildlife Regulation allowing
compensation for horse/donkey owners when their livestock
is lost due to predators.
Along with the development of the above resolution, the
ASB has been reviewing and updating some of our County
policies to reflect the current direction of our programs. The
Vegetation Management Policy is in place to encompass all
that we aim to provide in managing the vegetation across
the municipality. The ASB recognizes that not all residents
want the use of herbicides along they’re properties, so
the No Spray Policy allows the resident to take over the
responsibility of weed and woody vegetation in the ditches.
Feel free to contact the following board members or
contact the Agricultural Fieldman for more information
on the process for bringing forward concerns affecting the
agricultural industry in Brazeau County.

Agricultural Service Board Contacts for
2015-2016:
Allan Goddard
Duane Movald
Anthony Heinrich
Maryann Thompson
Heather Anderson
Charlie Martin
Steve Olynyk

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Councillor
Councillor
Member-at-large
Member-at-large
Member-at-large

Box 77
7401 Twp Rd 494
Drayton Valley Ab
T7A 1R1
tel: 780-542-7777
fax: 780-542-7770
www.brazeau.ab.ca

Sincerely,

Allan Goddard
Agricultural Service Board Chairman

Back row starting left side - Duane Movald - Vice Chairman, Councillor Anthony Heinrich, Steve Olynyk - Member-at-Large, Allan Goddard - Chairman,
Charlie Martin - Member-at-Large Front Row starting left side - Heather Anderson - Member-at-Large, Lisa Rabel - Agricultural Fieldman, Tara McGinn - Assistant
Agricultural Fieldman, Councillor Maryann Thompson, Barbara Chenier - Administrative Assistant
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Agricultural Fieldman Greetings

Agricultural Services – Who We Are

One of the most significant changes is the title, The Seed!
Keeping it closely linked with Brazeau County and branding
it agriculture is an important aspect of this newsletter.

•
•
•
•

After a successful first year with the Agricultural Services
Newsletter, County Council approved to make it a
permanent resource for our residents. In 2015, we hope to
give you expanded information on the programs that we offer
and to give you up-to-date information on the most current
questions and concerns that are facing the residents at the
time we print the three issues.

This is issue is a focus on: predator concerns and what
resources you have available to you, the County resident;
crop pests and diseases that you need to be aware of when
planning your 2015 crops; planning and ordering your
shelterbelt trees and an article on the 2014 ASB Bursary
Award Recipient.
We look forward to your feedback and questions about
programs; please contact Brazeau County Administration
Office at 780-542-7777.
Sincerely,

Direction is provided by the Brazeau County Agricultural
Service Board on the development of programs.

Lisa Rabel
Agricultural Fieldman                                                    
lrabel@brazeau.ab.ca
Tara McGinn
Assistant
Agricultural Fieldman                                 
tmcginn@brazeau.ab.ca

Or contact the Brazeau County Administration office at
780-542-7777.

THESEED Contents:

Bursary Winner

Agricultural Service Board Act
Agricultural Pests Act
Soil Conservation Act
Weed Control Act

Barbara Chenier
Community Services
Administrative Assistant    
bchenier@brazeau.ab.ca
  

Lisa Rabel
Agricultural Fieldman

4

The ongoing activity of Brazeau County Agricultural Services
is to encourage production, profitability and sustainability
of the agricultural industry in Brazeau County through
information and program support.
The implementation of agricultural policies and the
obligations of enforcement are specified under various
Government of Alberta Acts including:
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Working Well
Workshop

No Spray Program

Shelterbelt Trees
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Crop diseases
on the march!

Predation - trials and
tribulations
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Natalie
LaForest

Bursary
Winner

We are pleased to announce our
2014 Agricultural Service Board
Bursary winner, Natalie LaForest!

Photos courtesy: Natalie LaForest

Natalie is a first year student at Lakeland College
taking Environmental Science: Conservation and
Restoration Ecology. Natalie is a member of the
environment club and class representative for her
program. She is enrolled in a wide range of classes
including: Mapping and GIS, Communications
and Statistics, Ecology, Inorganic and Organic
Chemistry, Soil Science, Limnology, Botany, and
Rangeland Management. Natalie’s hope is to have
a career in permaculture, or working with farmers
and ranchers in conserving natural landscapes and
species through controlling invasive pests.

Congratulations Natalie!
School isn’t all books and blackboards for
Natalie. She and her classmates get out in
the field to assess ecosystem health.
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No Spray
Program
The No Spray Program offers residents an
opportunity to opt out of roadside spraying
adjacent to the property they occupy.

By signing the agreement, the resident
accepts responsibility for Prohibited
Noxious and/or Noxious weeds and woody
vegetation control in the designated area(s).
If a No Spray Agreement is in place, the
County will not apply herbicide to the rightof-ways adjacent to that land. County rightof-ways are not to be used as a buffer zone
for organic producers or any other purpose.
Applications for the No Spray Program must
be completed each year, and submitted by
no later than May 1st of the year of request.
No Spray signs are supplied and installed
by Agricultural Services staff, at the cost of
$35.00. This is a onetime fee per location.
Homemade “No Spray” signs are not valid.

Thinkstock

Please contact the office for more
information about the program at
(780) 542-7777.

Consider how your life would
change if you lost your water supply!

Working Well

Workshop
During the workshop we will cover:
• Groundwater – how it works
• Water quality and quantity testing
•W
 ell protection – protecting your well from
contamination
• Basic well maintenance
• Water sampling – how to do it

To attend the workshop, please pre-register by March 6th by
calling Tara McGinn at the Brazeau County Administration
Building at: (780) 542-7777

Thinkstock

D

id you know that a poorly maintained water well
can put your water supply at risk of contamination
and reduce your well yield?
If you are one of 450,000 Albertans who use their water
well for household purposes, the key to ensuring your water
supply is safe and secure is knowing how groundwater
works, learning about your well and understanding how to
properly maintain it.
Choosing proper water well siting, construction,
maintenance and plugging will help protect your well from
biofouling and contamination, save you costly repairs, and
ensure your well water yields are sustained over many
years.
Find out what you can do to protect your well. Attend
the FREE water well management workshop being hosted
by Brazeau County, and presented by the Working Well
Program, with technical expertise provided by Alberta
Agriculture and Rural Development and Alberta
Environment and Sustainable Resource Development.

Don’t forget to order
trees for spring planting!

S

helterbelt trees are an integral part of
Alberta’s landscape. The management
of soil, water and wind erosion can be
minimized by utilizing trees in a planned
manner. We encourage the use of such
plantings and will assist with information
about shelterbelt nurseries. As the Prairie
Shelterbelt Tree Program is no longer available,
please don’t be discouraged. The three
nurseries below specialize in large volume
orders and have shipping options available.
Alberta Shelterbelt Program- Marketland
Bowden, AB Phone:
403-224-3545
Fax: 403-224-2455
www.marketland.net
PrairieTech Propagation
Bonneyville, AB
Phone: 1-866-977-8733
Fax: 780-826-4790
www.prairietechpropagation.com

Thinkstock

Tree Time Services
Edmonton, AB
Phone: 1-866-873-3846
Fax: 780-472-0460
www.treetime.ca
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Predation in
Brazeau County

The ongoing
push and pull of
human & wildlife
conflict has many
looking for answers
to questions
concerning
legalities and
damage claims.
9

Coyotes
Alberta Agriculture & Rural Development (ARD), and
Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource Development (AESRD), Fish and Wildlife Division (FWD), share
responsibility for the management of livestock predation.
AESRD FWD manages livestock predation by all wildlife
species except coyotes on private land, under authority of
the Wildlife Act of Alberta. ARD manages livestock predation by coyotes under authority of the Agricultural Pests Act.
The Agricultural Pests Act designates the coyote as a
“nuisance” and provides the authority for coyote control.
A landholder may control coyotes on his or her land by
shooting coyotes and destroying the dens. The Agricultural
Pests Act also allows authorized inspectors and landholders
to apply poisons and snares to remove coyotes under a
permit system. Poisons must be used in compliance with the
Pest Control Products Act of Canada. The Wildlife Act allows
Alberta residents with landholder’s permission, to trap and
shoot coyotes under provincial license on the landholder’s property.
ARD administers a coyote predation management
program in co-operation with Brazeau County Agricultural
Services. Landholders may obtain information, advice,
materials and assistance to resolve coyote predation
problems from the Agricultural Services office. Currently
there is no compensation program available for livestock
losses resulting from coyote predation.
* Credit - Coyote Predation Control Manual and Study Guide, Government of
Alberta, Agricultural & Rural Development, Revised March 2010
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What is Wildlife Damage
Compensation?
Wildlife (waterfowl, upland birds, big game, predators)
can damage crops and livestock in areas that are farmed.
Agriculture Financial Service Corporation (AFSC) and the
Fish and Wildlife Division (FWD) of Alberta Sustainable
Resource Development administer programs that partly
compensate producers for these losses.

Am I eligible for compensation?
Any producer whose livestock (cattle, sheep, goats, bison,
hogs) are killed or injured by wolves, bears, cougars or
eagles may file a claim with the local FWD office within
three days of learning of the death or injury.
Any producer who has sustained ungulate (deer, elk,
moose or antelope) damage to stacked or stored hay and
greenfeed must contact either the nearest AFSC or FWD
office as soon as possible.

Do I have to pay a premium?
No. Premiums are not charged for the AFSC or FWD wildlife
damage compensation programs, and insurance is not
required to file a claim.

How is compensation calculated?
AFSC & FWD: Through the Wildlife Damage Compensation
on Stacked Hay Program, any producer experiencing damage
caused by ungulates to feed supplies that have been stacked
or stored in a manner in which they can be protected, is
eligible for assistance with damage prevention measures.
Producers who have sustained losses to stacked or stored
hay and greenfeed, and who have taken steps to prevent
further damage are eligible for compensation. Compensation
is determined by multiplying the quantity of feed that is
damaged by the Crop Insurance high price option.
FWD: The Wildlife Predator Compensation Program
provides compensation for livestock killed, or for veterinary

treatment of livestock injured by predators. Claims for
confirmed predator kills are paid at a rate of 100% of the
average commercial market value for an animal of the same
type and class. Claims for probable predator kills are paid at
a rate of 50%. Probable kills are those kills with insufficient
evidence to confirm that a predator killed the animal, but
where evidence suggests that it was a reasonable possibility,
and a confirmed predator kill has occurred within 10 km
and 90 days of the kill under investigation. The maximum
compensation for veterinary costs for injured livestock will
not exceed the compensation available to the producer had
the animal died.
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USFW/CC

How do I file a claim?
Livestock Predation
– Any producer who believes that livestock has been
attacked or killed by a wild predator must make a claim
for compensation by contacting your local FWD office
within three days of learning of the death or injury. A Fish
& Wildlife Officer, a veterinarian, or a Problem Wildlife
Specialist investigates each claim.
Ungulate Damage to stacked or stored hay and greenfeed
– A producer must contact the nearest FWD office as
soon as possible after depredation has occurred. A Fish
& Wildlife Officer will inspect the damage and provide
recommendation to prevent further damage. If the hay
or greenfeed has been stacked and stored at a site that is
readily accessible for feeding or transport, and can be easily
monitored, and access for hunting has been granted, the
claimant must contract the nearest AFSC office and file a
Request for Adjuster to be considered for compensation.

What is Wildlife
Damage Prevention?
Although damage to crops or livestock by wildlife may be
likely, there are programs designed to prevent or mitigate
the losses to landowners. Damage most often occurs when
suitable habitat or food sources are scarce.

Can I do anything to
prevent damage?

Contact your local FWD office for information on stack
protection, scaring devices, repellents (blood meal), intercept
feeding stations, big game fences, and other ungulate
damage prevention programs.

To minimize livestock predation:
• Dispose of dead animals in a sanitary manner – carcasses
should be burned, completely buried to a depth of at least
40 inches, or shipped to a rendering plant (decomposing
flesh draws predators)

• Bring sick or weak livestock in from pastures and keep
them near human habitation – predators are less likely to
frequent an area where there is regular human activity

• Provide protection by keeping birthing livestock close to
human habitation – birthing mothers, new-born livestock,
and afterbirth may attract predators

• Move livestock to a new area if predation recurs in a
particular pasture
For more information contact Report a Poacher line at
1-800-642-3800 or the local FWD office at (780) 542-6616.
*Wildlife Damage Compensation and Prevention Information Sheet, Alberta
Environment and Sustainable Resource Development www.esrd.alberta.ca

Yes! Producers should be active partners in preventing crop
and livestock losses.

To minimize damage by ungulates
(deer, elk, etc.) to stored feed:
• Stack and wrap round bales at least two tiers high and
keep the edges as straight as possible – this prevents deer
and elk from climbing on the stacks

• Stack bales near building or areas of human habitation
that can serve as barriers to access

• Use machinery to protect stack yards
• Clean up spilled grain, loose hay and other food
• Don’t allow wildlife to linger and lose their fear of humans
because they will attract others

Brazeau County Agricultural Services

THESEED

• Keep wildlife away from yards-scarecrows wearing
clothes with human scent, and radios may be enough to
keep them away if they have not become conditioned to
humans or dependent on the food source
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Crop
Disease

Two crop diseases have been the main talk amongst
municipalities – Clubroot of canola and Fusarium Head
Blight (Fusarium graminearum). Both disease are deemed
Pests under the Alberta Agricultural Pest Act and require
appointed inspectors to act if confirmation of disease is
found.

What are Clubroot and
Fusarium Head Blight?

Clubroot (Plasmodiaphora brassicae) is a fungus that causes
galls to form on roots of susceptible plants, impacting
cruciferous crops such as canola, cabbage, radishes, and
rutabaga’s. The galls restrict water and nutrients from moving
through the plant, there by affecting the growth and yield.
Symptoms of Clubroot are the club shaped galls on the roots
along with wilting and premature ripening of the plant. The
spores from the fungus are easily transportable and can live
in soil for up to 20 years.
Fusarium Head Blight (FHB) is caused by Fusarium
graminearum and/or several other Fusarium species which
is a serious fungal disease. This fungus causes significant
losses in grain yield and grain quality, while also resulting
in the production of mycotoxins that affect livestock feed,
the baking and milling quality of wheat and the malting and
brewing qualities of malt barley.

How is Agricultural Services
monitoring these diseases?

Clubroot – Canola fields in Brazeau County are surveyed
during the growing season by an appointed inspector.
In 2014, University of Alberta also completed surveys in
Brazeau County and found one suspect field. Laboratory
testing was completed and determined the plant tissue did
not have the clubroot pathogen present. Moving forward
into 2015, it is imperative that best management practices
be followed i.e. Crop rotation and equipment sanitization.
To date, Brazeau County has no confirmed cases of clubroot
but is surrou-nded by municipalities that do. By following
preventative practices, you protect your land from this
disease.

Clubroot Preventative Measures

Crop Rotation – A long rotation between canola crops (1 in
4 years) is the single most important preventative measure.
Fields that have Clubroot have a history of short Canola
rotations (1 in 2 years).
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Equipment Sanitation – When moving from field to field,
clean dirt from equipment including tires.
Infested Area’s – Avoid buying hay or straw from regions
where Clubroot is known to occur or suspected. Straw or hay
could be carrying soil and the Clubroot fungus.
Fusarium Head Blight – Prevention is the best strategy for
FHB. Following the below best management practices is key
in preventing FHB from being introduced to your soil.

Fusarium Preventative Measures

Seed Selection - Producers must avoid planting seed that
is infected with F. graminearum. Seed of susceptible crop
species must be tested by a seed testing laboratory and
only seed with non-detectable levels of F. graminearum is
to be used for seeding purposes. Variety of seed is also a
consideration as using the least susceptible varieties will help
to reduce the risk of fusarium head blight and perhaps the
potential for buildup of F. graminearum.
Crop Rotation - To help slow down the buildup of infested
crop residues a crop rotation away from cereals to nonhosts, including canola, pulses and forage legumes should be
considered for at least 2 years. This will allow enough time
for infested residue to decompose before the next cereal crop
is seeded.
Testing Seed – Ensure any cereal seed you plant this year has
been tested and certified as Fusarium free, as seed cleaning
plants will not accept without a “No Detection” certificate.
Brazeau County will cover the cost of two seed samples
per farm at no charge. Drop off two cups of cereal seed
at the office and we will forward it onto an accredited
laboratory.
For more information, visit:
www.agric.gov.ab.ca
www.canolacouncil.org
Please contact Agricultural Services at (780) 542-7777 for
more information.
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Infestations (2003 ‐ 2014)

Cumulative
Clubroot
Infestations

No Clubroot Found
1 - 9 Fields

(2003-2014)

10 - 49 Fields

This map is intended for advisory purposes only. It is based upon data sources deemed reliable but
Brazeau County is not responsible for errors or omissions.
The infestations are cumulative results from the efforts of many surveyors over the years: Staff from the
University of Alberta; Agricultural Fieldman from counties, municipal districts and special areas; and
Alberta Agricultural and Rural Development.
Obtained from the Province of Alberta’s Agriculture and
Rural Development website.
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NO CLUBROOT FOUND
1 ‐ 9 FIELDS
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10 ‐ 49 FIELDS
> 50 FIELDS
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Willey
West’s

25 e

th

ANNIVERSARY!
Brazeau County is proud to announce Willey West’s 25th anniversary this spring!
Come celebrate with us on May 30th, 2015 from 2 P.M. – 7 P.M. with a free family BBQ and an
afternoon filled with games and activities for the kids. It will be a great opportunity to come see the
ongoing enhancement and expansion of the campground. For more information, please contact:
Scott Robertson - 780 542 5821 - willeywest@gmail.com

Coming Soon! - Birchwood Playground
We are pleased to be helping Birchwood build a playground this year! We’ve been busy working with the Birchwood
Enhancement Committee in a joint effort to have the community playground completed this summer.
We’d like to thank everyone for their contribution to this project!

Don’t forget to get digging this spring! – Poplar Ridge Community Garden
We’re proud to support Poplar Ridge’s new Community Garden this year. Be sure to get involved in this delicious, healthy
and cost-effective program. With six raised beds and a stocked tool shed, there’s a garden waiting for everyone. For more
information or to volunteer as an organizer, please contact:
Diane Nikiforuk - Grow, Eat, Together is a local organization focused on promoting food security and accessibility.
(780) 542 - 5653

Brazeau County’s Outdoor Recreation and Open Spaces Master Plan
The Eagle Point Blue Rapids Parks Council is completing the final draft of Brazeau County’s Outdoor Recreation and Open
Spaces Master Plan! We will be hosting open houses in the coming months for residents’ feedback and input for the plan.
This will be the first opportunity to see what residents have asked for. Overall recommendations include improved mapping
and signage for existing trails, new trails for various user interests, new individual and group campgrounds, and new public
day use areas. We want to hear your voice, so be sure to attend!

For more information regarding parks, campgrounds and recreation, please contact:
Colin Loose, Parks & Recreation Coordinator
(780) 542 - 7777
cloose@brazeau.ab.ca

