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Chairman's  
Greetings

On behalf of your Agricultural Service Board (ASB) mem-
bers, welcome to the first edition of The Seed for 2018.

Some new faces on the ASB since the Municipal Elec-
tion and changes in the Agricultural division as well. On 
January 16th Curt Rochon was appointed Acting Agri-
cultural Fieldman. We welcome Curt to our community 
and look forward to working with him.  

Several members of your ASB attended the North West 
Regional ASB Conference in Athabasca November 30th.  
A portion of the conference agenda was devoted to a 
brief orientation for ASB members by Doug McCauley 
from Alberta Agriculture. Doug also attended our Decem-
ber meeting and provided further orientation informa-
tion and answered many questions from the Board.

Several members of the ASB attended the Provincial ASB 
Conference in Grande Prairie January 16-19th.   These 
conferences not only provide excellent speakers but also 
the opportunity to network with ASB members from all 
across the Province and compare notes on how they deal 
with various issues facing the local agriculture Industry.

I encourage all agricultural producers to contact Curt 
should you have questions and suggestions about the 
programs available through the Brazeau County Agri-
cultural division. There is a Public Input session at each 
ASB meeting at 11:00 am and we invite anyone with 
concerns or ideas to attend and voice them to your ASB.  

Good luck to all our cattle producers during the 
calving season! 

Until next edition

 
Maureen Schwab

Chairman ASB 

  

Fieldman's  
Greetings

The Agricultural Services division is busy planning, eval-
uating, and coming up with innovative ideas to ensure a 
successful season in our war on weeds. We look forward 
to hosting many new and useful workshops, stream-
lining processes, and simplifying our weed inspection 
reports. With a hands-on approach I plan to be in the 
field, mentoring and coaching our new summer staff.  
The Agricultural Services Department anticipates a busy 
year and plans to have efficiencies in place to accommo-
date incoming calls and handle day-to-day operations. 

I truly hope this issue of The Seed is going to provide you 
with some valuable articles, helpful tips, and facts. I’m 
looking forward to serving Brazeau County and happy 
to address any agricultural or environmental concerns. 

Please call me with your feedback and questions; contact 
Brazeau County Administrative Office at 780-542-7777.

Sincerely,

Curt Rochon 

Acting Agricultural Fieldman

Brazeau County  
Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 
Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1  
www.brazeau.ab.ca
Phone: 780-542-7777  Fax: 780-542-7770
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Agricultural Service 
Board for 2018

Maureen Schwab 
Chairman 

Sara Wheale 
Vice Chairman/Councillor 

Bart Guyon  
Reeve 

Anthony Heinrich 
Councillor 

Duane Movald 
Member-at-large 

Barb Gabrielson 
Member-at-large 

Laina Wentland 
Member-at-large

Agricultural Division 
Who We Are 

The ongoing activity of Brazeau County Agricultural Divi-
sion is to encourage production, profitability and sus-
tainability of the agricultural industry in Brazeau County 
through information and program support.

The implementation of agricultural policies and the obli-
gations of enforcement are specified under various Gov-
ernment of Alberta Acts including:

• Agricultural Service Board Act

• Agricultural Pests Act

• Soil Conservation Act

• Weed Control Act

Direction is provided by the Brazeau County Agricultural 
Service Board on the development of programs. 

Staff Contacts 

Curt Rochon  
Acting Agricultural Fieldman    
crochon@brazeau.ab.ca

Tamara London 
Community Services Administrative Assistant 
tlondon@brazeau.ab.ca

Or contact the Brazeau County Administration office 
at 780-542-7777.
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Workshop
Environmental Farm Plans:
Identify and Mitigate 
Environmental Risks
 
Wednesday, April 11th, 2018
Brazeau County Administration Building 
8:30 am - 5 pm
 What is an EFP?
The Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) is a voluntary, 
whole farm, self-assessment tool that helps produ-
cers identify their environmental risks and develop 
plans to mitigate identified risks and demonstrates 
a producer's commitment to environmental farming.

 Reasons to Complete an EFP
•	 An EFP helps you identify and address environmental 

risks in your operation. Addressing these risks increases 
your operational efficiency and reduces farm costs

•	 Completing an EFP makes you eligible for funding under 
the Canadian Agriculture Partnership program (replace 
Growing Forward in 2018)

•	 An EFP can help you meet the growing demand for sus-
tainably resourced products

•	 Protecting water, air and soil quality helps sustain pro-
duction of crops and livestock over time

•	 Using good environmental practices leaves a healthy 
and productive farm for the next generation

Workshop Presenter
Jessica Watson, West Central Forage Association
Farm operators are invited to attend; please note you will be 
required to bring your own computer to complete your EFP.
Deadline to Register April 4th, 2018. Only 15 spots available!
 
To register contact Warren Noga,  
Community Services Lead Hand at 780-542-7777  
or by e-mail at wnoga@brazeau.ab.ca

Workshop
Environmental Farm Plans:
Identify and Mitigate 
Environmental Risks
Wednesday, April 11th, 2018
Brazeau County Administration Building 
8:30 am - 5 pm

What is an EFP?
The Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) is a voluntary, whole 
farm, self-assessment tool that helps producers identify their 
environmental risks and develop plans to mitigate identified 
risks and demonstrates a producer's commitment to 
environmental farming.

Reasons to Complete an EFP

• An EFP helps you identify and address environmental risks in
your operation. Addressing these risks increases your
operational efficiency and reduces farm costs

• Completing an EFP makes you eligible for funding under the
Canadian Agriculture Partnership program (replace Growing
Forward in 2018)

• An EFP can help you meet the growing demand for sustainably
resourced products

• Protecting water, air and soil quality helps sustain production
of crops and livestock over time

• Using good environmental practices leaves a healthy and
productive farm for the next generation

To register contact Warren Noga, Community Services Lead Hand 
at 780-542-7777 or by e-mail at wnoga@brazeau.ab.ca

Workshop Presenter
Jessica Watson, West Central Forage Association

Farm operators are invited to attend; please note you will be 
required to bring your own computer to complete your EFP.

Deadline to Register April 4th, 2018. Only 15 spots available!

Friendly Reminder  
To All Residents

The County will be out 
Weed inspecting.

Come Say Hello!

ALUS
Contact Brazeau County and find out 

how ALUS could benefit your farm

www.alus.ca   •  www.brazeau.ab.ca

Investing in farmers and ranchers  
to help protect the land they love
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Share Your Story
Brazeau County is looking for stories that are important 
to you! Do you have a unique farming operation? Any 
agricultural tips? Working on an interesting project?

We invite all County residents to submit a story to be 
published in THE SEED.

Selected stories will appear in future issues of THE SEED, 
which publishes every Spring, Summer, and Fall.

Send your story to Curt Rochon at crochon@brazeau.ab.ca

THESEED

FALL 2017

THESEED

Hands On With Hemp
Prickly Invader
Season Highlights
Kids Make it - Bake it...& more

CANADA THISTLE

WILD CARAWAYSCENTLESS CHAMOMILE

OXEYE DAISY
MOUSE-EARED HAWKWEED

PERENNIAL SOW THISTLETALL BUTTERCUP

YELLOW TOADFLAX

COMMON TANSY

WHITE COCKLE
BIGHEAD KNAPWEED

COMMON MULLEIN

YELLOW CLEMATIS

FLOWERING RUSH

HIMALAYAN BALSAM

COMMON BABY’S BREATH

ORANGE HAWKWEED

DAMES ROCKET

HEMP TRIALS    |    THISTLE WEEVILS     |     WILDFLOWER MIXES     |     WCFA

take control... before they do

SUMMER 2017THESEED

SPRING 2017

THESEED

everything old 

is new again

FALL 2016

THESEED

Travel Safe
Getting you and your  

equipment safely from A-B

What’s that  

smell?
A little info on Skunks

Hit the books!
ASB Bursaries are available  

to help you on your way SPRING 2016

THESEED
Brazeau County Agricultural Services

marginal lands on your farmWORTH SAVING

SUMMER 2016

THESEED

ASB Chairman 

Rick Ennis

+ALUS     KNOTWEED     HERBICIDE REBATE     FENCELINE SPRAYING

ag
service 
boards
rooted in 
history

Connect with your Community.
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A workshop on understanding and living with beavers

Please join us to share your knowledge  
and experiences and learn from others. 
Developed for Alberta natural resource 
managers, municipalities, landowners  
and anyone else interested in these 
fascinating creatures!

Registration fee: $10  
and includes lunch

Date: Thursday, March 22, 2018

Time: 10am - 3pm  
(doors open at 9:30am)

Location: Brazeau County Office,  
7401 Twp Rd 494, Drayton Valley 

Register at: www.eventbrite.com/e/
beavers-in-our-landscape-tick 
ets-41289031605 

For more information:  
Benjamin Misener at 780-542-2667

Topics include:
Beaver basics - Ecology, natural history,  
watershed connections

Beaver challenges - Issues, management, options 
and alternatives

Beaver case studies - How others are dealing and 
living with beavers

Beaver banter - Round table discussion on beaver 
messages, messaging, management issues, man-
agement options, information needs

Beaver next steps - Awareness messages, tool 
development, beaver role in watersheds, reintroduc-
tions and future management

An integral part of the workshop will be 
discussions about challenges, concerns  
and values.

Whether you love them, hate them, want to understand them, 
think you need them, or want to learn how to live with them, you 
will find this workshop useful.

Beavers in Our Landscape
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Premises Identification (PID), one of 
the pillars of traceability, links live-
stock and poultry to land locations 
or premises. 

Alberta’s PID Program was established 
to plan for, control, and prevent the 
spread of agricultural diseases. It is 
also used as an early warning sys-
tem to notify animal owners of a 
natural disaster such as a flood or 
fire that could affect their animals 
or operations. By completing a PID 
Application and keeping your infor-
mation up-to-date, you will take an 
important step in protecting your ani-
mals and those of other Alberta and 
Canadian producers.

Regulations requiring premises iden-
tification became law January 1, 2009 
as part of the Animal Health Act. If 
you own a livestock animal or poul-
try, and that animal is kept at a prem-
ises other than a commingling site 
(e.g. stable), you need to apply for a 
PID Account and obtain at least one 
PID Number associated to where the 
animal(s) are located. If you own an 
animal that is only kept at locations 
controlled by someone else (e.g. sta-
ble) and that animal will never be kept 
at a premises under your care and 
control (e.g. farm or acreage), you 
are not required to register for a PID 
Account. However, you will need to 
obtain the PID Number from the oper-
ator of the site.

Two ways to apply: 
Online
You can register your own account 
and maintain your account infor-
mation online at www.agriculture.
alberta.ca/premises Click the “Apply 
or Sign-In Online!” button to apply.  

Paper/Hardcopy 
A paper application form can be 
obtained from: - Alberta Agriculture 
and Rural Development (ARD) Field 
Offices throughout Alberta

 - Canadian Cattle Identification 
Agency (CCIA) Mobile Field Repre-
sentatives (effective November 2014) 

- Authorized Medicine Retailers 
(effective December 1, 2014) 

Premises  
Identification

You can also call the Ag-Info Centre at 
310-FARM to request that a form be 
mailed or faxed to you. You can also 
print it from ARD’s Ropin’ the Web at 
www.agriculture.alberta.ca/premises

After applying, the account con-
tact will receive a letter in the mail 
with 1-2 weeks that will include the 
PID Number(s) for each individu-
ally registered premised. Online 3-5 
business days. 

http://www.agriculture.alberta.ca/premises
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Joel then went on to explain what he considers in terms 
of context for production and for interest, stating that 
they all need to be considered. 

Production Context items:

CLIMATE – You, Enterprise, Risk, Weather.

GEOGRAPHY – Landform, Components,  
Demography, Proximity.

WATER – Storage, Harvesting, Reticulation.

ACCESS – Roads, Tracks, Trails, Markets,  
Utilities, People.

FORESTRY – Blocks, Shelter, Savannah,  
Orchards, Natural.

BUILDINGS – Homes, Sheds, Portable, Yards.

FENCING – Permanent, Electric, Cross, Living.

SOILS – Planned Grazing, Minerals, Fertility, Crops.

ECONOMY – Analysis, Strategy, Value Chain.

ENERGY – Photosynthesis, Generation, Storage.

Interest Context items:

Animals vs. plants

Commodity vs. artisanal

Direct marketing vs. raw commodity

Small vs. large

January saw Gateway Research Organization (GRO) 
and West-Central Forage Association (WCFA) host 
a 2-day business school with Joel Salatin and Steve 
Kenyon in Stony Plain, AB. Steve and Joel shared 
their experiences, tricks and tactics on farm business. 
 
Joel took some time at the beginning of the workshop to 
get to know the attendees by asking them a few ques-
tions about themselves, such as:

Why are you here?

What do you think is your greatest hurdle?

What do you think is your greatest opportunity?

If time and money were no issue, what would you do 
today?

Joel explained that answering some of these questions 
was an important part of defining your business. He 
also highlighted the importance of creating a Mission 
Statement by answering questions such as:

What is your soul?

What is your dream legacy?

What would the thesis statement for your life’s essay 
be?

What do you love and what are you good at?

TAKE THIS FARM and love it! 
A stockman grass farmer business school
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Attendees at the session were given the opportunity to 
do a DISC personality test, with a bit of twist. Person-
ality types were referred to as the Dragonflies, Butter-
flies, Ants and Bumble Bees. This allowed Joel to better 
understand everyone’s personalities, and for attend-
ees to give some thought as to how to work with fam-
ily members, employees, etc. with differing personal-
ity types.

Empowering the People was a component of the ses-
sion as well, and Joel discussed the importance of work-
ing alongside your kids on the farm, through his “10 
Commandments for Getting Your Kids to Love Work-
ing with You”.

The 10 Commandments were:

1.  Integrate in a meaningful way  
(Don’t create fake work)

2.  Love the work  
(never make work punishment; time orient)

Joel  
Salatin: 

Co-owns, with his family, Polyface Farm 
in Swoope, Virginia.  The farm services 

more than 5,000 families, 50 restaurants, 
10 retail outlets, and a farmers’ market with salad 
bar beef, pigaerator pork, pastured poultry, and for-
estry products.  When he’s not on the road speak-
ing, he’s at home on the farm, keeping the callouses 
on his hands and dirt under his fingernails, mento-
ring young people, inspiring visitors, and promot-
ing local, regenerative food and farming systems.

TAKE THIS FARM and love it! 
A stockman grass farmer business school

Steve  
Kenyon: 

Greener Pastures Ranching is a diverse 
family farm run by Steve and Amber 

Kenyon. The main operation on our ranch 
is custom grazing throughout the summer. Through 
rotational grazing we improve the biodiversity in our 
pastures, improve the soil life, improve the carbon 
carrying capacity of our grasslands and we improve 
our wetlands. Our passion for the land and the ani-
mals that depend on it for their survival has taken 
us to teaching about our ranch and practices.

www.greenerpasturesranching.comwww.polyfacefarms.com

3. Give freedom

4. Create investment opportunities

5.  Encourage entrepreneurship  
through autonomous business

6. Maintain humour

7. Pay for labour (no allowances)

8. Praise, praise, praise (bent over nails are okay)

9. Enjoy your vocation; enthusiasm is contagious.

10.  Back off from personal domains  
(succession & transition)

The school wrapped up with Joel leaving  
attendees with a few provocative thoughts including:

Best and worst of what I’ve done and what I’ve seen

“If it’s worth doing, it’s worth doing poorly first”

“The opposite of success is not failure; it’s quitting”

“The night is darkest right before the dawn”

You can do this; now go get it done.
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Pruning trees and shrubs is an important 
part of vegetation management. Here is a 
starting point to get your out of control tangle 
of branches under control! 

Pruning can be done for many purposes, including disease 
control, removing limbs damaged by a storm or that have 
died, and aesthetic reasons.  It is important to remember 
pruning is stressful on plants, therefore pruning should 
only be done for a reason; before cutting anything make 
a plan and have a reason for removing a limb.

The correct time to prune varies by species.  Coniferous 
trees should be pruned in Spring or Winter time, while 
Birch and Maple should be pruned in June and July.  
Before pruning check to see if it is the right season.  

Emergency pruning may be required after a storm or to 
prevent a fire hazard, which can be completed as required.

When pruning out diseased limbs, be sure to clean tools 
with bleach between each cut as well as washing all tools 

Why prune trees?
• To remove “3D- Dead, Diseased or  

storm-Damaged” branches;

• to thin the crown to permit new growth and  
better air circulation;

• to reduce the height of a tree or to  
remove obstructing lower branches;

• to shape a tree for design purposes;

• to reduce potential fire hazards;

• to encourage flowering, promote fruit production; and

• to address safety issues for people or property.

thoroughly when the work is completed.  This will help 
prevent the spread of disease within a plant and from 
spreading to other plants.  Diseased limbs should be 
bagged and placed in the garbage or taken to the dump, 
do not burn diseased limbs as this can spread diseases.

Don't know a lopper from a bypass hand pruner? Don't 
be intimidated; pruning your trees doesn't have to be 
a tangle of stress when you follow a few simple rules. 
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When to prune?
• Coniferous trees - can be pruned any time of year.  

For most trees, the best is time from March to mid-
April or during the winter.

• Birch and Maple  - prune ONLY during the growing 
season – June and July – leaves must be fully 
developed.

• Elm trees - DO NOT prune from April 1  
till October 1.

• Hardwood trees - like aspen or ash, and  
shrubs without showy flowers, prune in the  
dormant season: 

• to easily visualize the structure  
of the tree;

• to maximize wound closure in the  
growing season after pruning;

• to reduce the chance of transmitting disease; and

• to discourage excessive sap flow from wounds.

How much to prune?
• Every time you prune a tree, it stresses the  

tree and increases vulnerability.

• Pruning increases the opportunity for  
insects and diseases to invade trees.

• Generally speaking, prune no more than  
25 % of living branches.

• The amount of live tissue that should be removed 
depends on the tree size, species, and age, as well as 
the pruning objectives.

Basic principles of pruning
• Visualize the shape of the plant at maturity  

(how the tree will look like after pruning).

• Remove dead, damaged and diseased wood.

• Select the key branches or main stems  
that you want to keep.

• Remove weak crotches, crossed branches, suckers 
and watersprouts (new branches growing near 
bottom of the tree).

• Cut back to branch collar to leave the smallest 
wound possible.

• Remember that more is not always better  
(you can always prune next year).

Pruning techniques
• Cleaning is the removal of dead, dying, diseased, 

crowded, weakly attached, and low-vigor branches 
from the crown of a tree.

• Crown Thinning is the selective removal of branches 
to increase light penetration and air movement 
through the crown (the branches and leaves 
extending from the trunk or main stems). Thinning 
opens the foliage of a tree, reduces weight on heavy 
limbs, and helps retain the tree’s natural shape.

• Raising removes the lower branches from a tree in 
order to provide clearance for buildings, vehicles, 
pedestrians, and vistas.

• Reduction reduces the size of a tree, often for 
clearance for utility lines.

Pruning Tools
• Keep pruning equipment (pruning shears, loppers, 

saws, etc.) sharp and clean.

• You get what you pay for, so cheaper tools.... 
usually are!

Pruning Shrubs
• Shrubs that bloom before June 20 should be pruned 

immediately after the bloom period.

• Shrubs that bloom after June 20 should be  
pruned in the dormant season or just before growth 
in spring.

• Not all shrubs needs to be pruned, not every  
year and not severely.

• Many flowering trees/shrubs (eg crabapple, 
hawthorn, pin cherry, chokecherry, etc)  are 
susceptible to fire blight and black knot fungus,  
and pruning can spread these diseases.
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Pruning Roses
• In the wild, roses produce strong new shoots  

from near the base of the plant each season.

• Prune during the winter – March/April just  
before the season starts.

• Deadhead during the summer – prune back to  
a five leaflet leaf.

• Cut above an outward pointing bud to  
encourage an open center.

• Cut back into healthy wood.

• Cut any diseased or damaged branch.

• Remove all thin, weak canes that are smaller  
in diameter than a pencil.

SAFETY IN PRUNING
• Get pruning safety training, available at  

many arborists.

• Have an emergency plan in place in case  
an incident occurs.

• Wear eye protection at all times.

• Wear a hard hat and steel toed boots.

• Wear leather or other appropriate gloves.

• Do not use axes or hatchets—use proper  
pruning equipment.

• If you use power tools, please follow their  
safety procedures.

• For beginners, do not climb trees.

• Before trimming a tree, inspect the area to  
identify possible hazards (e.g. presence of  
power lines, broken or cracked limbs after a  
severe storm) and take appropriate actions to 
prevent injuries or accidents.

• Do not prune under power lines.

• Do not use dead branches for support.

• Do not leave partially sawn limbs on trees.

Myths about Pruning 
(and the truth)
• Pruning is difficult – pruning is not 

complicated, but it is hard work.

• Plants will die if they are pruned wrong time 
of year - not true.

• All pruning must be done during the winter 
-with a few exceptions, you can prune year-
round.

• Removing and pruning trees is a crime against 
nature - not true.

• Most trees need pruning - this is not true, 
unless there is a valid reason to prune a tree.

• Hedge shears are all you need to prune 
shrubs - shrubs require more than hedge 
shears, they require proper pruning.

• Anybody with a pick-up truck, chainsaw, 
and pruners is an expert - use people with 
knowledge and expertise in this area.

• All cuts must be treated with paint - not true.

Still not sure what to do? 
Want to learn more?

Well, you are in luck. 
Brazeau County is  
hosting a workshop!

For more information please visit the 
following websites:

www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/
apa15391 

www.agr.gc.ca/eng/science-and-innovation/agricultur-
al-practices/agroforestry/growth-and-maintenance-of-
trees/pruning-trees-and-shrubs/?id=1346179616865

http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/apa15391
http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/apa15391
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/science-and-innovation/agricultural-practices/agroforestry/growth-and-maintenance-of-trees/pruning-trees-and-shrubs/?id=1346179616865
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/science-and-innovation/agricultural-practices/agroforestry/growth-and-maintenance-of-trees/pruning-trees-and-shrubs/?id=1346179616865
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/science-and-innovation/agricultural-practices/agroforestry/growth-and-maintenance-of-trees/pruning-trees-and-shrubs/?id=1346179616865
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MAY 10, 2018
Brazeau County 
Administration building

Stay tuned for details
www.brazeau.ab.ca

Pruning & Disease 
Workshop with Alberta 
Agriculture and Forestry
Don't miss out on the opportunity to get 
yourself ready and confident to prune your 
trees and to identify and treat diseases and 
insect infestations.

Shelterbelt trees are an integral part of Alberta’s landscape. 
The management of soil, water and wind  erosion can be min-
imized by utilizing trees in a planned manner. Knowing which 
tree types to plant is vital. Plant specific trees that will thrive 
in your area, know your soil type and plant salt tolerant trees 
closer to the road. We encourage the use and can assist with 
information about shelterbelt nurseries. 

As the Prairie Shelterbelt Tree program is no longer available, 
please don’t be discouraged. The three nurseries listed special-
ize in large volume orders and have shipping options available.

If you have any questions, please contact the Agricultural  
Services Division at (780) 542-7777.

HELP International
www.help-shelterbelts.co

PrairieTech Propagation
www.prairietechpropagation.com

Tree Time Services
www.treetime.ca

The best time to plant a shelterbelt was 10 years ago... 
the next best time is THIS YEAR!

www.agr.gc.ca/eng/science-and-innovation/agricultural-practices/agroforestry/shelterbelt-planning-and-establishment
www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/agdex2995 
www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/agdex981
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Brush piles and windrows are commonly 
used to burn woody debris from land clear-
ing for agricultural and development pur-
poses. Alberta Wildfire can advise you on 
how to construct your burn site so it meets 
the guidelines for safe burning practices 
required for your permit.

Getting A Permit
A fire permit details safe burning practices that will 
help prevent your fire from becoming a wildfire. It is 
required for all fires, except campfires, in the Forest Pro-
tection Area of Alberta. Fire permits are free and can 
be requested by calling Brazeau County Offices at 780-
542-7777, online at www.brazeau.ab.ca, or by calling 
310-0000. Fire permits are required from March 1 to 
October 31.

Permit Cancellations
Fire permits may be suspended or cancelled if the fire 
hazard in the area changes. In these situations, the per-
mit holder will be notified and must immediately extin-
guish all fires. In the event of a fire ban or restriction, all 
fire permits can be suspended.

Fall And Winter Burning
Fire permits allow staff to know where burning is approved 
so firefighters and aircraft are free to fight wildfires. They 
are not required in winter, however following safe burn-
ing practices during this period will help prevent hold-
over fires that can start spring wildfires. Although the 
snow helps reduce the risk of the fire burning into the 
ground, we recommend that you check all fall and winter 
burn sites to ensure the fire is out. Walk the burn area 
and roll over any debris to check for hot spots.

Brush Piles & Windrows
SAFE BURNING PRACTICES

Prepare The Site
• Brush piles and windrows must be at least  

25 metres from trees and brushes.

• A fireguard 15 metres wide and cleared down to  
the mineral soil must completely surround the area.

• Windrows cannot be more than 60 metres in  
length with a minimum eight metre break  
between each windrow.

• Windrows and brush piles cannot be more  
than 6 metres wide.

• Parallel windrows must be separated by at  
least 15 metres.

• To allow for cleaner burn, ensure you reduce the 
amount of soil and dirt in your windrows or brush 
piles. Clean burning reduces smoke issues and 
smouldering fires. Smouldering fires can last for 
months and emerge as a wildfire in warm, dry 
weather. 

Safe Burning Practices
• Never leave your fire unattended.

• Only burn what you can control and follow the 
conditions of your permit.

• Have your fire permit ready to present if requested.

• Watch for sparks and burning material that may 
result in smaller fires. Larger fires can send these 
sparks over several kilometres, especially when 
burning in the wind.

• If the wind is gusting over 15km/hour or increases 
beyond the limit on your permit, immediately 
extinguish your fire.

• Have the tools and equipment listed in your permit 
available to put out any spot fires that may occur. 
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Minimum Spacing For Windrows

Windrows to be 
broken into 60 metre 
segments with 8 
metres between the 
end of each.

Parallel windrows 
need 15 metres 
of cleared area 
between each other

A fire guard of 15 
metres cleared of 
all debris is needed 
around the material 
to be burned 

Between uncleared 
land or standing tim-
ber or bush, the min-
imum distance must 
be 25 metres

A B C D

After You Burn
• Spread or stir the debris to speed up extinguishing 

the fire.

• Re-pile unburnt debris to ensure it burns as needed.

• Walk the area and check for heat. Fire can smoul-
der underground only to reappear under drier con-
ditions as a wildfire.

• Insert a probe into the burned area and then feel it 
for heat to ensure nothing is burning in the ground.

• Water down and extinguish hot spots.

• Carefully inspect the area in the days and weeks after 
your burn is complete.

• Extinguish any areas still burning and ensure they 
are cool to the touch.

Forest And Prairie Protection Act
If you’re responsible for starting a wildfire, you can be 
charged under the Forest and Prairie Protection Act 
(FPPA), fined and held liable for all costs associated with 
fighting the wildfire.

15 m

15 m

8 m

26 m

60 m
A

A

B

DC



Cattle Squeeze
Corral Panels
Bale Scale
Cattle Scale
Cattle Scale
Loading Chute
Tipping Tables (left/right)

Brillion Seeder
Hand Grass Seeder
Soil Sampler
Feed Probe
Bran Bait Applicator
Gallagher HR3 Tag Reader
  
Traps
Skunk Trap
Porcupine Trap
Squirrel Trap
  
Spray Equipment
Slip in 100 Gallon Sprayer   
ATV 10 Gal. Sprayer
Backpack 4 Gal. Sprayer
Pasture 300 Gal. Sprayer 
(boomless nozzles-clevis hitch) 

Signage
Smoke Signs
Cattle Drive Signs
Agricultural Haul Route Signs

$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$100.00
$250.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00 
 

$150.00
$150.00
$110.00

$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
No Charge
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$80.00/ day
No Charge
No Charge
No Charge
$15.00/day
$25.00/day  

$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
  
  
$35.00/day
$25.00/day
$5.00/day
$35.00/day 
 

No Charge
No Charge
No Charge

From cattle squeezes and corral panels to skunk traps and pesticide sprayers, if you need 
it, we may have it.  Contact the Brazeau County office at 780-542-7777 for additional 
information or to reserve and rent.

Brazeau County Equipment Rentals

Eq u i p m E n t RE n ta l  FE E DamagE DEposit


