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Sincerely, 
Bart Guyon 

Reeve, Brazeau County 
 

bguyon@brazeau.ab.ca 
780-542-0999

REEVE'S REPORT
I hope everyone is getting back into the back to school 
routine, and a more normal routine in general now that 
it seems the worst of the pandemic and the lockdowns 
and restrictions are over.

This is my final Reeve’s Report before the municipal 
election on October 18th, so I wanted to reflect on the last 
term of Council. We adopted a customer-first, economic 
development-focussed philosophy to serve residents. 
Specifically, Council:

• Maintained the 30% tax reduction from 2015

• Gave a 30% rebate municipal taxes for commercial 
properties since 2017, and the same rebate for 
residential properties for the past two years

• Cut operation costs and reduced red tape

• Kept planning and other fees low or non-existent

• Instituted the Municipal Energy Efficiency Rebate 
(MEER) program

• Invested in new pavement and road upgrades

• Continued to support community events and 
organizations with funding

• Leveraged $5 million in funding to secure $8 million 
in federal dollars for new aquatic facility

• Hosted the Eco Fair

• Provided thousands of dollars in funding to upgrade 
community halls, playgrounds, and other recreation 
assets

• Led the charge to kill the disastrous Bighorn proposal

• Provided some of the earliest and strongest 
opposition to the province’s proposed tax giveaway 
to foreign oil companies

• Contributed to new Breton Community Centre; and

• Started the Citizen Appreciation Program, among 
other initiatives.

I encourage everyone to participate in the municipal 
election on Oct. 18th, either by running for Council, or by 
becoming informed and voting. Please take the time to 
learn who the candidates in your division are, and what 
they could bring to the Council table, and then vote. As 
I often say, this is your County, and voting is one way 
to have your voice heard. You can shape the County by 
choosing the people at the Council table.

Sometimes things can get heated in politics. But we’re all 
on Team Brazeau, so my request is that we all stay civil 
to one another, give everyone a good listening to, and 
treat each other with respect.

We’re all in this together, as Albertans and County 
residents. We all want what’s best for our region. 
Sometimes we disagree on what that is or how to do it. 
So let’s focus on those positives and keep the nastiness 
out of it.

You will find plenty of helpful information in this issue 
about the nomination and voting processes. If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the County 
at 780-542-7777 and have your questions answered.

Now that summer vacations are over and kids are back 
to school, there will be more traffic on our roads. Please 
be careful and safe. Have a great fall season!
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Shawn McKerry 
Interim CAO,  

Brazeau County

DESK OF THE CAO
As the trees begin to change colour and the leaves start to 
fall, Administration begins to prepare for the next Council 
term. After all the votes are counted and Brazeau County 
Council is confirmed and sworn in, Administration has 
the important task to orient the seven people that now 
bear the task of upholding good and transparent County 
governance. As I lead this process, it is my duty to provide 
clear, unbiased, transparent, and factual information 
in an effort to ensure Council is well-informed for their 
path ahead.

Council will get the ‘who, what, where, why and how’ of 
County services, bylaws, policies, and procedures. This 
should be a good refresher for any current Councillors 
elected back to Council but will be a big task for any newly 
elected residents. Some might call this ‘drinking through 
a fire hose’. It will be a lot to take in but Administration 
is always happy to help.

The newly elected Council has a full plate over the first 
60 days. Orientation includes a number of workshops 
provided by Administration covering topics such as 
municipal finance, municipal planning, and tours around 
the county and our facilities. Council will also be enrolled 
in programs taught by third parties in topics such as 
respectful workplace training, Emergency Management 
- the role of a Municipal Elected Official, and offered 
access to the elected official’s education program. 

Likely the largest and most underestimated endeavor 
before the new Council, is to determine their vision for 
the County for the next four years. Each elected official 
will come in with their own strategic goals and governance 
priorities but they will need to unite with those goals and 

priorities of their other six colleagues on Council. Through 
this, Council will work hard and set out their 2022-2025 
Strategic Plan which will be a guiding document for both 
Administration for and daily business/operations and to 
make recommendations to Council, and for Council when 
they have to make their governance and policy decisions.

Although my time with the County has been short, I have 
enjoyed working with the existing Council and want to 
extend my best wishes to those elected officials who are 
moving on to the next chapter of their lives. 

To all those stepping up and putting their names 
forward on the ballot, I wish you a safe journey in your 
campaign. With nearly 20 years in municipal government, 
I completely appreciate the role of an elected official. It 
is a difficult position, you’re pulled in many directions, 
it comes with many challenges, many phone calls, and 
the process of good governance can be frustrating, but 
those that can embrace this environment can really do 
good things for today and future generations to come. 
I look forward to building a strong partnership with the 
2022-2025 Council that is built on strong principles of 
good governance, trust, and transparency. 

Thank you and please have a safe harvest season. 
Although the weather has not been ideal this year, I hope 
you and yours have the best fall and may your yields be 
the best they can be.
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Councillors
Donna Wiltse  
Division 2 Councillor
Home:780 894-3596 
Cell: 780 898-0247  
dwiltse@brazeau.ab.ca 

VACANT  
Division 1 Councillor

Marc Gressler
Division 3 Councillor
Home: 780-621-1521
Cell: 780-898-2006
mgressler@brazeau.ab.ca

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
July 6
Disaster Relief  
Program Cost-Sharing
Council approved a resolution to 
be presented to the Pembina Zone 
meeting of the Rural Municipalities 
of Alberta on July 19.

The intent of the resolution is in 
an effort to encourage the RMA to 
voice the municipality’s concern 
regarding the further downloading 
of the Province, specifically regarding 
disaster recovery funding, and to 
urge the government not to require 
municipalities to pay for disaster 
relief.

Brazeau County, like other rural 
municipalities across the province, 
has had revenue streams significantly 
reduced and/or eliminated by 
the Government of Alberta while 
being forced to take on additional 
expenditures to augment the funding 
to support Provincial services.

Implementing a 90/10 provincial/
municipal cost-share on disaster relief 
funding could result in municipalities 
being financially devastated in the 
event of a natural disaster. With 
location, frequency and severity of 
natural disasters extremely difficult 
to predict, members are quite 
concerned with how to properly plan 
for this new financial commitment.

Brazeau County is strongly opposed 
to and will not accept further 
downloading from the Government 
of Alberta.

Breton Library Funding 
Agreement
Council approved the renewal  of the 
funding agreement with the Breton 
Municipal Library Board between  
January 1, 2022 and December 31, 
2023, maintaining the same annual 
level of funding of $55,006.37 and 
allowing for Consumer Price Indexing 
adjustments each year.

Willey West Boat Launch
Council added $12,024.00 to the 
2021 Annual Operating Budget 
for consulting costs for obtaining 
the Willey West Campground Boat 
Launch lease, with funds from Parks 
Cash In-Lieu Restricted Surplus.

On June 23, 2021, Administration met 
with members of Alberta Environment 
and Parks (AEP) and the West Central 
Riverboat Association (WCRBA) to 
verify the Willey West Campground 
lease amendment process for access 
to the boat launch and a parking 
lot, and the process of obtaining 
bed and shore dispositions for the 
boat launch. From the meeting, 
Administration was able to clarify the 
anticipated costs with a consultant to 
obtain those two dispositions.

AEP indicated that the County would 
not be required to undertake a survey 
for the Willey West Campground 
disposition amendment, but 
rather that a sketch plan would be 
accepted for submission. Estimates to 
undertake the necessary work were 
$12,024.00.

The WCRBA has indicated that they are 
willing to undertake the development 
through their members, many of 
whom are connected to industry 
partners. The County is not expected 
to incur the costs of the development.  
Once the County has successfully 
obtained the necessary dispositions 
and permits, the County would be 
subletting the boat launch area to the 
WCRBA for development, operation 
and maintenance.

Carbon Credits
Council approved the sale of Brazeau 
County’s carbon credits earned via its 
solar panel program through Rewatt 
Power. Over 25 years, depending 
on market conditions, the sale will 
generate between $32,472 and 
$121,456 in revenue for the County.

Floating Wetlands Grant Appli-
cation Successful
Brazeau County was approved for 
a grant of up to $260,880 from the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ 
Green  Municipal Fund.
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Kara Westerlund
Division 4 Councillor
780-898-4561
kwesterlund@brazeau.ab.ca

Anthony Heinrich
Division 5 Councillor
780-696-2468
aheinrich@brazeau.ab.ca

Sara Wheale  
Division 6 Councillor
780-514-4631 
swheale@brazeau.ab.ca

The County will undertake continued 
studies at the Constructed Floating 
Wetlands in Violet Grove in 2021. 
This second phase will further study 
how plants take up nutrients from 
the lagoon water.  This phase will 
double the size of the wetlands and 
incorporate aeration.

July 20
State of Agricultural Disaster
Council declared a state of agricultural 
disaster in Brazeau County, due to 
excessively dry conditions.

Crop conditions in the Northwest 
region (Barrhead, Edmonton, Leduc, 
Drayton Valley, and Athabasca) are 
reported at 26.9% in good to excellent 
conditions, according to the July 13 
Alberta Crop Report.  The five-year 
average for crops reported in good 
to excellent condition was 68.7%. 
Pasture growth conditions in the 
NW region are ranked at 52% in poor 
condition, 41.7% in fair condition, and 
6.3% in good condition.

A resources for producers document 
is available at www.brazeau.ab.ca/
agriculture. The County will share 
any assistance programs that become 
available from the provincial or 
federal governments.

RCMP Update
Acting Staff Sergeant Erin Matthews 
of the Drayton Valley RCMP 
detachment, Staff Sergeant Dwayne 
Moore of the Breton detachment, 
Chief Superintendent Darcy Fleury, 
District Officer for the Central Alberta 
RCMP District, and District NCO Staff 
Sergeant John Spaans gave an update 
on crime in the region.

In Drayton Valley, there were 541 calls 
for service between April 1 and June 
30, with 250 of those traffic related: 
motor vehicle collisions, violation 
tickets, and warnings. Fifty-three calls 
were for provincial services, and 11 
were Mental Health Act related.

In Breton, total Criminal Code 
offences were up to 128 between 
January 1 and June 30, compared to 
115 in the same period in 2020. Both 
detachments have used enhanced 
police funding from the County to 
conduct additional regular and quad 
patrols in the County this summer. 

C/Supt. Fleury and S/Sgt. Spaans 
introduced themselves to Council and 
encouraged members to continue 
to communicate their priorities to 
the police.

Letter of Support
Council directed administration 
to provide a letter of support for a 
Tourism Infrastructure Program grant 
for a proposed resort on the North 
Saskatchewan River. 

The first phase of the project will see 
dozens of camping sites developed 
for the 2022 camping season. Council 
has previously expressed support 
for the project, which is an example 
of environmental stewardship, 
economic development, and 
community enhancement.

August 3
Fire Department Statistics
Fire Chief Tom Thomson presented 
the department statistics for April, 
May, and June.

There were 104 total calls for service 
in that three-month period, including 
20 fire calls in Brazeau County and 
nine in the Town of Drayton Valley.  

There were 14 calls for motor vehicle 
collisions on provincial highways. 
The department responded to 22 
wildland/rubbish/grass fires and to 
12 calls to assist other agencies.

Opposition to Coal Mining
Council directed Administration to 
send a letter to the Premier and other 
government ministers opposing coal 
mining on the Eastern Slopes. The 
letter makes a number of requests, 
including:

• That the Province follows through 
on a thorough public and stakeholder 
consultation process;

• That no new coal exploration or 
development permit be issued on 
the Eastern Slopes;

• That all future mining developments 
are put through a careful and 
comprehensive assessment process, 
and that mining companies are solely 
responsible for reclamation costs.

Cemetery Bylaw 1083-21
Council gave third reading to Bylaw 
1083-21, which adds a section to the 
cemetery bylaw to allow residents 
to dig a hole for cremated remains, 
if Administration marks the site, the 
resident signs a waiver, and follows 
provincial guidelines if applicable, 
with no associated fees. The 
individual to be interred must have 
been a current resident of the area, 
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was a resident in the past, or be a 
member of the immediate family of 
the resident.

Special Meeting of Council
Council will hold a Special Council 
Meeting at 9 a.m. August 19th to 
discuss Municipal Development Plan 
Amendment Bylaw 1081-21 and PD-7 
Environmental Reserve Policy.

August 17
Mountain Pine Beetle Program
Council received a report on the 
County’s municipal Mountain 
Pine Beetle program, and directed 
administration to apply for a grant 
to continue work in 2022.

This year, the County received a 
$61,795 grant from the Province 
of Alberta for a municipal 
program comprised of  six areas: 
Communication & outreach, 
Surveys, Control/treatment, 
Quality control checks, Prevention, 
and Project management. Read 
more about the program in the 
upcoming September/October 
issue of the Brazeau County News. 
Media Campaign

Media Campaign
Council approved  $75,000 toward 
the Small Town, Big Life media cam-
paign to encourage tourism and 
attract new residents and busi-
nesses to the region. The campaign 
is being spearheaded by the Dray-
ton Valley Community Foundation 
and SOS Media.

Municipal Election Update
Council received an update on the 
2021 municipal election, which will 
be held October 18. In addition 
to the municipal and school 
board election there will also be a  
Senate election and two provincial 
referendum questions.

Voting on Election Day runs from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Voting stations are as 
follows:

DIVISION 1
Cyn City Saloon, Easyford Hall

DIVISION 2
Lodgepole Hall
Violet Grove Hall

DIVISION 3
Brazeau County  
Administration Office

DIVISION 4
Whitby Hall

DIVISION 5
Lindale Hall,  
Berrymoor 3Bs Centre

DIVISION 6
Buck Creek Hall,  
Breton Community Centre

Election information is also available 
for electors and potential candidates 
on Brazeau County’s website. 
Nomination Day is September 20 
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Brazeau 
County Administration Office.

New federal statutory holiday
Council recognized September 
30 as National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation as a statutory holiday 
and office closure date.
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BUSTED!
Councillor Donna Wiltse was arrested 
on August 13, and sent to the jail at the 
Drayton Valley Museum. 

The charge: being too nice!

Councillor Witse was a good sport as she took 
part in the Museum’s Jail N Bail Fundraiser, 
sharing a cell with Drayton Valley Councillor 
Nancy Dodds.

GETTING  
CONNECTED

Division 4 Councillor 
Kara Westerlund and 
Service Alberta Minister 
Nate Glubish discussed 
broadband connectivity at 
the CETC August 24 during 
the minister’s meet and 
greet session while in 
Drayton Valley.

https://www.facebook.com/donna.wiltse.9?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUhhrkt6wxedUMDMhLzlxmzHU0qi4i78vZj4Q6quNutGHKa21HNcKZol-eAvrNn_M269J63oKCEgRwm0d7rTZSa9ge2yU8Z9Q8bA6kVMUbnrtkxlZMEdfXIugm6K3sLKEGSmAeoHne7y2zTbNcYKSKFtB27UPT7Y0wUBAJQYC3W23aHZU0cqQhy70cKnOCV3k0&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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SPEARHEADING  
THE WESTERN  
ECONOMIC CORRIDOR

August 31 at the Canadian Energy Museum, 
Brazeau County and partners launched the 
Western Economic Corridor with provincial 
ministers Prassad Panda, Tanya Fir, Dale Nally, 
and MLAs Mark Smith, Shane Getson, and Brad 
Rutherford.

The County looks forward to working with 
industries, Indigenous communities, post-
secondary institutions, and municipalities, and 
MLA Getson's Economic Corridors Committee 
to create jobs, attract investment, and support 
Alberta's Recovery Plan.
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VIOLET GROVE WETLANDS DRAWS CROWDS

MLAS AND COUNCIL  
TAKE THE TOUR 

Members of Brazeau County Council toured the floating 
wetlands at the Violet Grove lagoon and the new aquatic 
facility August 25 with MLA Mark Smith and four provincial 
ministers: Minister of Education Adriana LaGrange, 
Minister of Infrastructure Prassad Panda, Associate 
Minister of Red Tape Reduction Tanya Fir, and Associate 
Minister of Natural Gas and Electricity Dale Nally. 

RMA WETLAND TOUR

Council gave a tour of the constructed floating wetlands at the Violet Grove lagoon to Rural Municipalities of Alberta 
(RMA) President Paul McLauchlin and other members of the RMA board as part of their visit to Brazeau County on 
July 12. County Council discussed a number of matters with the RMA representatives, including provincial government 
cost downloading and needed improvement to infrastructure and health services in rural Alberta.

Reeve Bart Guyon and Councillors Kara Westerlund 
and Donna Wiltse described the innovative wastewater 
treatment at the lagoon, as well as the solar array 
powering the facility. Councillor Wiltse accompanied 
the ministers later in the evening to the aquatic facility 
construction site in Drayton Valley.
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VOTE!
VOTE!

WHEN TO VOTE

The 2021 Municipal Election will be held on Monday, 
October 18, 2021 with voting from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. in 
municipalities across Alberta.

WHO CAN VOTE

Any Canadian citizen 18 or over who lives in the division 
where they are voting on Election Day can cast a ballot 
in the election. Voters are required to sign the voting 
register and show a valid form of identification (listed 
on a following page) before being issued ballot(s) at a 
voting station. 

Signing a false statement is an offence under the Local 
Authorities Election Act and can result in a fine. 

WHERE TO VOTE

Voting stations in each of Brazeau County’s 6 divisions 
will be open for voting on October 18, 2021 continuously 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Electors are required to cast their 
ballot(s) at a voting station designated for the division 
where they live. 

ELECTION 
2021 

HERE ARE THE DETAILS TO HELP MAKE  
THE VOTING PROCESS SMOOTH

VOTE!

VOTE! 
...it matters
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VOTING STATIONS FOR ELECTION DAY ARE:

DIVISION 1 
Cyn City Saloon, Cynthia 
Easyford Hall

DIVISION 2 
Lodgepole Hall 
Violet Grove Hall

DIVISION 3 
Brazeau County Administration Office

DIVISION 4 
Whitby Hall

DIVISION 5 
Lindale Hall 
Berrymoor 3Bs Centre

DIVISION 6 
Buck Creek Hall 
Breton Community Centre 

An interactive map of each division’s voting station 
location is available under the ‘Voter Information’ tab 
on the Brazeau County website at brazeau.ab.ca/election.

VOTING IN ADVANCE

If voters are unable to attend their voting station on 
Election Day, Brazeau County will be holding two advance 
votes prior to October 18. Voters from anywhere in the 
County may attend either of the advance votes to cast 
their ballots in the municipal, school board and senate 
elections, as well as the referendum questions. The same 
identification requirements apply at advance votes as on 
Election Day. 

ADVANCE VOTING FOR THE 2021 MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE 
FOLLOWING:

October 6 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. Breton Community Centre

October 14 10 a.m.  – 8 p.m. Brazeau County 
Administration Office

VOTING BY SPECIAL BALLOT

Brazeau County Council has passed Motion 506/21-06-01 
to allow for voting by Special Ballot in the 2021 Municipal 
Election, for those who meet the eligibility criteria. 

A PERSON MAY APPLY TO VOTE BY SPECIAL 
BALLOT IF THEY MEET ONE OR MORE OF THE 
FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

• The person has a physical disability so they are unable 
to attend a voting station in person

• The person will be absent from the local jurisdiction 
on Election Day

• The person is a returning officer, deputy returning 
officer, candidate, official agent or scrutineer who 
will be located at a voting station other than the one 
designated for their place of residence

Eligible electors may apply to vote by Special Ballot to the 
Returning Officer by telephone (780-621-6959), e-mail 
(election@brazeau.ab.ca), or in person at the Brazeau 
County Administration Office as of Sept. 21, 2021.

Once an elector has received a Special Ballot package it 
is their responsibility to follow the instructions included 

mailto:election@brazeau.ab.ca


12

and ensure the package is returned to the Returning 
Officer no later than the close of voting on Election Day 
(8 p.m.). Any packages received after that time will be 
considered rejected ballots. 

VOTER IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

In order to vote on October 18, electors must provide 
proof of their name and home address, as well as fill 
out the voter register. Many pieces of identification are 
accepted at voting stations. The most common form of 
identification presented is a valid Alberta Drivers’ license. 
Please note that passports are not acceptable forms of 
identification. 

A list of the accepted forms of identification is shown 
below and will also be posted at voting stations on 
Election Day.

ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF IDENTIFICATION FOR 
VOTERS INCLUDE:

• Identification issued by a Canadian government, 
whether federal, provincial or local, or an agency of 
that government, that contains a photograph of the 
elector and their name and current address.

• Proof of Identity and Ordinary Residence for Tenant 
Elector issued by the authorized representative of a 
commercial property management company.

• Proof of Identity and Ordinary Residence for 
Incarcerated Elector issued by the authorized 
representative of a correctional institution.

• Proof of Identity and Ordinary Residence issued by 
the authorized representative of a First Nations band 
or reserve.

• Proof of Identity and Ordinary Residence for 
Post-Secondary Student Elector in Residence 
issued by the authorized representative of a 
post-secondary institution.

• Proof of Identity and Ordinary Residence for Homeless 
Elector issued by the authorized representative of a 
facility that provides services to the homeless.

• Proof of Identity and Ordinary Residence for Elector 
in Long Term Care or Supportive Living Facility issued 
by the authorized representative of a supportive living 
facility or treatment centre.

• Supportive Living Facility issued by the authorized 
representative of a supportive living facility or 
treatment centre.

• Bank or credit card statement or personal cheque.

• Correspondence issued by a school, college or 
university.

• Government cheque or cheque stub.

• Income or property tax assessment notice.

• Insurance policy or coverage card.

• Letter from a public curator, public guardian or public 
trustee.

• Pension plan statement of benefits, contributions 
or participation.

• Residential lease or mortgage statement.

• Statement of government benefits (for 
example, employment insurance, old-age security, 
social assistance, disability support or child 
tax benefit).
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• Utility bill (for example, telephone, public utilities 
commission, television, hydro, gas or water).

• Vehicle ownership, registration or insurance 
certificate.

If a voter’s identification shows a post office box number 
as the address instead of a residential or legal address, it 
can be accepted as verification of current address if it is 
in reasonable distance to the voting jurisdiction.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Wild Rose School Division and STAR Catholic School 
Division are also holding school trustee elections in 
conjunction with the municipal election on October 
18. Voters will be able to cast ballots for their school 
division trustees at the voting station(s) in their division 
and at advance votes. More information on school trustee 
elections can be found at wrsd.ca and starcatholic.ab.ca/
division/election-information. 

On October 18 (and at advance vote dates) voters will 
also have the opportunity to vote in the provincial Senate 
Election and Referendum Vote. Ballots will be cast at the 
same voting station as municipal and school division 
ballots. For more information about these votes visit 
Elections Alberta’s website at elections.ab.ca.

VOTER DO'S AND DON’TS

Before heading to the Voting station on Election Day, or 
one of Brazeau County’s two advance vote dates, there 
here are a few tips to make your voting experience as 
easy as possible.

DO: 

• Check to make sure you know which Division you 
live in and where your voting stations are located. 
Brazeau County has developed an interactive map to 
help residents find out where to vote. You can find 
it under the ‘Voter Information’ section at brazeau.
ab.ca/election.  

Additional information about the 2021 
Municipal Election for voters and candidates 
can be found on the Brazeau County website 
at brazeau.ab.ca/election

• Bring your driver’s license or other form of 
identification you need to vote. A list of acceptable 
identification is featured on the previous page. 

• Be aware that in addition to the election for municipal 
councillor/reeve voters also have the opportunity 
to vote in the School Board Trustee Election, Senate 
Election, and Provincial referendum questions. 

• Follow the directions of election staff at the voting 
station. 

• Leave the voting station as soon as you have finished 
voting. Please do any visiting outside of the voting 
station. 

DON’T:

• Bring cell phones into the voting station. Cell phone 
use in voting stations is not permitted. If you have 
your cell phone with you please leave it on silent in 
a pocket or purse. 

• Bring campaign material with you to the voting 
station. Bringing campaign material to a voting 
station on Election Day is prohibited under the Local 
Authorities Election Act. Campaign material includes 
items such as candidate pamphlets/flyers, buttons, 
clothing, or any item that endorses a candidate. 

VOTE!
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Floating 
Wetlands For 
Water Treatment:
Science, Sustainable Management, 
and Education

In a joint project between Brazeau County and the 
University of Alberta, Dr M Anne Naeth from the 
Faculty of Agricultural, Life and Environmental 
Sciences and Dr Mohamed Gamal El-Din from the 

Faculty of Engineering are working with their research 
teams to assess the effectiveness of constructed floating 
wetlands (CFWs) at the Violet Grove water treatment 
lagoon. The CFWs were built with Covey Associates Ltd 
in 2019. They are floating platforms made from crates 
containing wetland plant species, which are expected 
to take up contaminants (excess nutrients and metals) 
in the water. CFWs are expected to provide a cost 
effective natural option for improving water quality at 
municipal treatment lagoons, and to be self-sustaining, 
resilient ecosystems.  

CFWs have been used around the world, with a few 
in Canada. Scientific research to determine if they 
are effective over multiple years is rarely conducted, 
although it is important to ensure the water released to 
the environment is safe. We are specifically interested in 
whether CFWs can function in cold Canadian climates, as 
much more research has been done in warm climates. 

The CFWs consist of floating wetland modules made 
of low density polyethylene, each containing 15 crates 
with 5 plants per crate. The plants grow in gravel and are 
suspended with their roots submerged in the treatment 
lagoon. Initially, 10 CFWs were installed, with half of 
the modules planted with water sedge (Carex aquatilis) 
and the other half with panicled bulrush (Scirpus 
microcarpus). Each of these is native to Alberta and can 
be locally sourced. In May 2021 the treatment area was 
doubled, so there are 20 floating wetland modules with 
1,500 individual plants. An additional CFW was added 
this spring with five native wetland species: American 
manna grass (Glyceria grandis), American slough grass 
(Beckmannia syzigachne), turned sedge (Carex retrorsa), 
soft bulrush (Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani) and Baltic 
rush (Juncus balticus). We will determine which of these 
species are best suited to remove contaminants. 

An aeration system was installed this spring to add 
oxygen below some of the CFWs. Changes in the water 
and plant rooting zone due to aeration are expected to 
improve plant growth and therefore increase removal of 
contaminants from the water. 

To determine whether CFWs improve water treatment, we 
collect plant samples from the CFWs and water samples 
from the lagoon. Plant samples are washed to remove 
debris or wastewater that may be on the surface of shoots 
or roots; allowing us to determine what is in the plant 
tissue. The plants are oven dried and sent to a commercial 
laboratory to analyze nutrient and metal concentrations 
in tissue, which indicates how well they’re cleaning up 
the water. Analyzing shoots and roots separately helps 
to identify the part of the plant where most nutrients 
and metals are stored. We measure the maximum length 
and total dry biomass of shoots and roots. The tissue 
concentration and plant growth data together allow us 
to determine which species have the greatest potential 
to enhance wastewater treatment at the lagoon. 
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Research results will allow Brazeau County to maintain 
and modify their CFWs as needed to ensure they are 
effective and efficient. This project is a model for other 
municipalities and counties and data will be shared with 
the greater scientific community.  

Plants are assessed throughout the growing season 
from May to October, to help us understand how plants 
uptake of nutrients and metals at different stages of 
their annual life cycle. All species have established and 
are in overall good health. American manna grass and 
soft bulrush have some of the tallest plants; American 
manna grass and panicled bulrush have the longest roots. 
Each fall, the plants are harvested and removed from the 
platform so that they do not decompose into the system, 
reintroducing contaminants that have been removed.

The lagoon with its constructed floating wetlands is 
developing into a natural ecosystem. We see white tailed 
deer browsing around the edge of the clearing near the 
lagoon. There are always song birds and a few ducks, 
and even coyotes. In 2019 wetland plants were heavily 
browsed by muskrat. This year, there is less evidence of 
wildlife browsing, with half of the species affected. It is 
exciting to see seeds developing on the wetland plants, as 
this is a sign of heathy plants, that will live over time in the 
CFWs. This year small numbers of other plant species have 
been found growing in the CFWs. These include horsetail 
(Equisetum spp.), fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium) 
and brome grass (Bromus spp.), and duckweed (Lemna 
minor) has naturally established on the lagoon surface.

This project directly ties to the work of the Land 
Reclamation International Graduate School (LRIGS) 
at the University of Alberta. LRIGS works to connect 
its membership of land reclamation students with 
scientists, industry and regulatory personnel. It provides 
opportunities for students and the public to learn about 
active reclamation projects, their diversity, and how the 
knowledge and skills LRIGS students are gaining can be 

applied to the world. LRIGS facilitates the transfer of 
land reclamation research results to industry, regulatory 
agencies, stakeholders, the public and the greater scientific 
community. This important work helps students develop 
skills needed for success in the field of land reclamation 
and to ensure future generations can continue to live on 
and enjoy our land.

LRIGS is developing a series of educational videos about 
Violet Grove, including a detailed one exploring the site, 
and those targeted to a younger audience to explore 
how their waste is treated. These videos will inform 
communities throughout Alberta, and beyond, about 
how constructed floating wetlands may lead to enhanced 
water treatment through contaminant removal. If you 
would like to learn more, look for links to these videos in 
the coming weeks on the LRIGS and the Brazeau County 
YouTube channels.

For more information about this project, see the July 
2020 issue of Brazeau County News, available under the 
County Hall>Communications tab at brazeau.ab.ca. 

opposite page: A water sedge (Carex aquatilis) plant being prepared at the University of Alberta laboratory for chemical analysis. 

below: Allyn Esau and Stephanie Chute-Ibsen from the University of Alberta measuring plant shoots and roots in August 2021.

https://lrigs.ualberta.ca
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THESEED
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What would otherwise be a calm walk in the woods is 
actually a race against time and a battle for our forests. 
Surveyors hiked into the woods in Brazeau County this  
year in search of the tell-tale signs of Mountain Pine Beetle.  
They did not come out empty handed.

The Search Is On!
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Brazeau County will apply for a second grant to combat 
Mountain Pine Beetle after a successful program 
this summer.

At the end of March 2021, Brazeau County received a 
$61,795 grant from the Province of Alberta for funding 
under the Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) Municipal 
Grant Program. This was part of a federal government 
announcement in October of 2020 pledging $60 million to 
the Government of Alberta over the course of three years. 

Over this summer, the grant was used in six program 
areas: communications and outreach, survey, control/
treatment, quality control checks, prevention, and project 
management.

“The County mailed out information postcards, added a 
Mountain Pine Beetle section to the website, and made a 
number of Facebook posts,” says Nancy Chambers, Acting 
Manager of Agricultural Services of the communications 
and outreach work. 

Survey work on County-owned and leased land as a 
starting point to determine areas hit by the beetle was 
conducted in May. The two-person survey crew did a 
walkthrough of each parcel, flagging beetle-infected trees 
with pink ribbon. Surveyors were looking for entrance 
holes, pitch tubes and boring dust. Then a machete was 
used to scrape bark away to reveal the J-shaped galleries 
made by the beetles. In total 20 sites were surveyed, 
which added up to 1743 acres (705 ha).

From May 24 to 27, a three-person crew came in to do 
control work. Normally, control work would have involved 
cutting the infected tree down and burning it. Given the 
extremely dry winter and spring, combined with the late 
start on the project due to funding announcement delays, 
it was agreed to do a cut and peel method instead. The 
tree was felled, de-limbed and cut into sections. Then 
the bark was peeled using a planer-type of attachment 
bolted to the chainsaw bar. By peeling the tree, the eggs, 
larvae and pupae are exposed to the air and will dry out 
and die. 

“While this was a more expensive method, as well as 
being more physically demanding and harder on the 
chainsaws, it was a safer choice for this circumstance,” 
Chambers says.

The next phase of the project involved Quality Control 
(QC) checks. A two-person QC crew conducted checks 
throughout various times during surveying and control 
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work. One site required re-surveying, which was 
completed to satisfaction. No deficiencies in cut and 
peel operations were noted.

Through grant funding the County purchased 100 pouches 
of Verbenone, an anti-aggregation pheromone, which 
gives off a signal that there is no room available for beetles 
flying through the area who are hoping to find a host tree 
to lay their eggs. It was recommended for the pouches to 
be placed on susceptible pine trees by the end of June so 
that when beetles took flight in mid-July, they received 
the message. We offered the pouches on a first-come, 
first-served basis to County residents and provided five 
pouches per parcel at no charge. 

“This gave me the opportunity to connect with landowners 
to provide educational materials and start to inventory 
potential survey or control sites for the following year,” 
says Chambers. 

“With the support and advice from the Forest Health 
Officer from the Rocky Mountain House Area forestry 
office, as well as GIS and mapping support from our IT 
department, the project was considered to be a success. 
Our goals included identification of infected or susceptible 

areas, treatment and control of these areas, prevention, 
and education. All the goals were met and we plan to 
continue the momentum in building Brazeau County’s 
MPB Program next year, pending another successful grant 
application this fall.”

If a grant for 2022 is successful, Chambers says the County 
will continue with surveying of County owned / leased land 
west of Range Road 80 up to the green zone boundary, 
continue to survey any additional County owned / leased 
land within the original three priority areas, check in with 
landowners who requested inspections by County staff 
in 2021, to determine if more detailed surveying would 
be advantageous, and consider purchasing significantly 
larger volumes of Verbenone.

“Similar to the County of Wetaskiwin, we could take 
pre-orders and pre-payments in the spring and offer a 
discounted rate (50% off) for County residents and full 
rate for non-County residents, or something similar,” 
Chambers says.

To learn more about Mountain Pine Beetle and the 
County’s MPB program, visit www.brazeau.ab.ca/mpb.

http://www.brazeau.ab.ca/mpb
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Attention Drivers!
With harvest operations ongoing in Brazeau County, 
please be courteous and share the road with our farmers. 
Large farm equipment may have blind spots and the 
operator may not be able to see you. Pass with caution 
and only when it is safe to do so.

Road safety tips for farmers  
on public roadways
According to the Canadian Agricultural Injury Surveillance 
program, 13 per cent of farm-related fatalities across 
Canada are traffic related, and most of these involve 
tractors. As a farmer, you often travel long distances 
between fields, and this requires you to travel on public 
roads throughout Alberta. Farm equipment is oversized 
and slow compared to other vehicles using the roads, 
which can result in collisions and other accidents. To help 
avoid traffic collisions between your farm equipment and 
motorists, you need to ensure your equipment is clearly 
visible and follow all regulated requirements for lighting 
and signage.

You can prevent farm equipment accidents on public 
roads by focusing on three main areas: 

• make your equipment safe and visible,

• follow safe driving tips, and 

• drive defensively.

Make it safe, Make it visible 
Ensure your farm equipment is as visible as possible so 
approaching traffic has more lead time to react to a slow-
moving vehicle.

•  Follow all regulated requirements for lighting and 
signage including the use of a slow moving vehicle 
(SMV) sign. 

•  Make sure that the SMV sign is clean, not faded, and 
properly mounted. It must be on the rear of the tractor 
or towed implement and clearly visible. SMV signs must 
be used on equipment travelling less than 40 km/hr. 

•  The use of reflective tape and reflectors for large 
equipment travelling at night or in dim lighting 
conditions are recommended. In Canada, reflective 
material should be red and white strips on the rear 
of the equipment, and yellow reflective material on 
the front. 

•  Complete a safety check of tractor and trailed equipment 
before travel. 

•  Use safety-type hitch pins, making sure they are securely 
fastened. Hitch trailed equipment to the drawbar.

Harvest Safety

From Alberta Agriculture and Forestry’s “Safe Transportation of Farm 

Equipment in Alberta”
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Agriculture or environmental photos
Submission deadline is November 1, 2021

FIRST PRIZE - FRAMED PHOTO AND $75 GIFTCARD
SECOND PRIZE - FRAMED PHOTO AND $50 GIFTCARD
THIRD PRIZE - FRAMED PHOTO AND $25 GIFTCARD

Submit photos to alus@brazeau.ab.ca or drop at the county off ice

A L U S P H O T O C O N T E S T

B R A Z E A U C O U N T Y

photo credit: Tia Sekura

The Agricultural Service Board of Brazeau 
County will provide up to two $500 bursaries to 
students residing in  Brazeau County enrolled in a 
postsecondary institute in pursuit of the following:

Bachelor of Science in Agriculture 
or Environment from a recognized 
University.

Diploma in Agriculture or Environment 
from a recognized College.

Degree  or  diploma  directly  related  to  
Agriculture  from  recognized  community  
colleges  or universities.

Contact Brazeau County 
for application forms and 
for more information.

DON'T MISS OUT!  
The deadline  for  applications  is  
October  31  of  the  current  year.

AGRICULTURE SERVICE BOARD

STUDENT
BURSARY

Your passenger vehicle, travelling 
highway speeds and approaching 
a slow moving farm vehicle, 
will cover a distance equal to a 
football field in approx 3 seconds. 

It takes, on average, another 
football field's length for 
your vehicle to come to a 
complete stop.

Studies have shown that proper 
farm vehicle lighting and 
reflective SMV signs can reduce 
accidents by upwards of 60%

Driver patience will reduce that 
number to near zero.
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 The Brazeau County Website has a wealth of 
information and resources available for producers 
to assist with on-farm business management and 

production issues during dry conditions.

www.brazeau.ab.ca/agriculture

Check it out!
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Brazeau County’s Economic Development team has had 
a great summer hosting the first ever Brazeau County 
Community Market Tour. From the first Market on July 8, 
to the wrap up event on August 26, our local home based 
businesses and our community halls were well supported 
by the community of Brazeau County.

Brazeau County partnered with Pembina Pipelines by 
covering the cost of the halls and the table rentals for 
each of the markets. Our Economic Development Team 
wanted to support our local home based businesses by 
providing different locations to sell their products and 
services without having to pay for a spot. 

We started out small with five vendors at our first market 
to more than 44 vendors taking part in the market tour. 
Word spread fast through the home based business 
community and worked with the County to help make 
these markets a huge success. The number of guests 
also increased at a steady rate as the markets moved to 
different community halls around Brazeau County.

To wrap up the Brazeau County Community Market Tour, 
Pembina came out to the final market and provided a 
free barbecue to vendors and shoppers alike. There was 
great food, great shopping and excitement for the next 
market tour. Keep your eyes open for a Christmas market 
coming on November 27, 2021!

MARKET TOUR  
MAKES ITS MARK

Businesses with a vast variety of 
products and services came to 

sell and connect with thier local 
neighbours at the Brazeau County 

Market Tour.
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COMMUNITY

We can help! 

LLeett  uuss  lleenndd  aann  eeaarr  
wwhheenn  yyoouu  nneeeedd  iitt  mmoosstt!!  

Mental Health Support is available in Drayton Valley for zero to low cost! 
Call any of  the following counsellors to set up an appointment today! 

ARE YOU OR A LOVED ONE EXPERIENCING . . . 
Depression   Anxiety   Grief  & Loss   Postpartum Depression 

Relationship Challenges   Conflict Management   Family Violence 

We can help! 

LLeett  uuss  lleenndd  aann  eeaarr  
wwhheenn  yyoouu  nneeeedd  iitt  mmoosstt!!  

Mental Health Support is available in Drayton Valley for zero to low cost! 
Call any of  the following counsellors to set up an appointment today! 

ARE YOU OR A LOVED ONE EXPERIENCING . . . 
Depression   Anxiety   Grief  & Loss   Postpartum Depression 

Relationship Challenges   Conflict Management   Family Violence 

S. Dodds Counselling Services - (780)515-1278 
Offers counselling for older youth and adults. 

Available at the Shale Clinic, 5004 - 50 Avenue for in person appointments 
Monday to Thursday 3:00pm - 5:00pm and Fridays 10:00am - 5:00pm 

Brenda Petrie Psychotherapy and Consulting - (780)621-9254 
Offers counselling for family, individuals and couples and support for grief/loss and conflict management 

Available for telephone, virtual or in-person appointments at 5219 Industrial Road Monday to Friday 10:15am - 5:45pm 

Dr. Lisa Buys Psychological Services - (780)237-5699 
Offers counselling for adult individuals and couples and support for grief/loss, family violence, depression and anxiety 

Available at the Malone Clinic, 4955 - 41 Avenue for in person appointments 
Fridays and alternating Thursdays 10:00am - 5:00pm 

Judith Gill Psychological Services - (780)621-1196 
Offers Counselling for individuals and couples for grief/loss, trauma, self-esteem, hypnosis, depression and anxiety 

Available for in person appointments at #3, 5132 - 50 Street on Wednesdays 9:00am - 4:30pm, 
via telephone or virtual appointments on Tuesdays 9:00am - 5:00pm, some flexibility on Mondays and Thursdays 

Lara Willows / Burden Bearers Counselling Centre - (780)542-6045 
Offers counselling for individuals, family and couples as well as support for anxiety, grief/loss and postpartum depression 

Available for telephone or virtual counselling on Wednesdays 8:30am - 4:00pm or text to inquire about in-person sessions. 

S. Dodds Counselling Services - (780)515-1278 
Offers counselling for older youth and adults. 

Available at the Shale Clinic, 5004 - 50 Avenue for in person appointments 
Monday to Thursday 3:00pm - 5:00pm and Fridays 10:00am - 5:00pm 

Brenda Petrie Psychotherapy and Consulting - (780)621-9254 
Offers counselling for family, individuals and couples and support for grief/loss and conflict management 

Available for telephone, virtual or in-person appointments at 5219 Industrial Road Monday to Friday 10:15am - 5:45pm 

Dr. Lisa Buys Psychological Services - (780)237-5699 
Offers counselling for adult individuals and couples and support for grief/loss, family violence, depression and anxiety 

Available at the Malone Clinic, 4955 - 41 Avenue for in person appointments 
Fridays and alternating Thursdays 10:00am - 5:00pm 

Judith Gill Psychological Services - (780)621-1196 
Offers Counselling for individuals and couples for grief/loss, trauma, self-esteem, hypnosis, depression and anxiety 

Available for in person appointments at #3, 5132 - 50 Street on Wednesdays 9:00am - 4:30pm, 
via telephone or virtual appointments on Tuesdays 9:00am - 5:00pm, some flexibility on Mondays and Thursdays 

Lara Willows / Burden Bearers Counselling Centre - (780)542-6045 
Offers counselling for individuals, family and couples as well as support for anxiety, grief/loss and postpartum depression 

Available for telephone or virtual counselling on Wednesdays 8:30am - 4:00pm or text to inquire about in-person sessions. 

IF YOU ARE IN CRISIS CALL:

Mental health help line: 1-877-303-2642 
Addiction help line: 1-866-332-2322 
Distress/suicide line: 1800-482-help 
Kids help phone: 1-800-668-6868 
Family violence info line: 310-1818

Call 911 if you are in danger. 
Go to the Drayton Valley 
Hospital to access emergency 
transportation to a shelter.

Call FCSS for  
more information: 
780-514-2204

We are here to help.  
 

If you aren’t sure who to call to 
connect to social, health and 

government services, contact us 
and we will guide you in the right 

direction.  
 
 

 Office Hours 
Monday to Friday - 
8:30am to 4:30pm 
Call:  780.514.2204 

 

IF YOU ARE IN CRISIS CALL: 
Mental Health Help Line: 1-877-303-2642 

Addiction Help Line: 1-866-332-2322 
Distress/Suicide Line: 1-800-482-HELP 

Kids Help Phone:  1-800-668-6868 
Family Violence Info Line: 310-1818  

(Call 911 if you are in danger. Go to 
the Drayton Valley hospital to access 

emergency transportation to a shelter) 
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Who can apply? 
 Not-for-profit agencies 
 Community groups 
 Organizations 
 Associations 
 Committees 
 
 

 Help people to be self-reliant, resilient and able to function in a 
positive manner? 

  
 Help people to have positive social relationships? 

 Help people to be socially engaged and contribute to their 
community? 

  Help people to be supported to remain active participants 
in their community? 

 Help people to address social issues and influence 
change? 

2021 
GRANTS 

 Will your program or project: 

Do you have an idea for a project that will enhance 
the social well-being of people in our community? 

Application 
deadline is  
September 27th 
2021 

Call Lola at (780) 514-
2204  to learn more 
about how to apply 

 

SENIORS COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH PROGRAM 

 
Seniors can order their groceries over the phone with Drayton 
Valley IGA and volunteers will deliver them. 
 

In order to ensure that your order goes smoothly, we ask that you 
please be patient and understand that not all items may be in 
stock; allow for flexibility on the brand of item you are requesting, 
and make generic requests for items such as “bread, milk, and 
eggs.” This will help make the process easier and will allow for 
more orders to be filled. After your order is placed a volunteer 
will then deliver your groceries. 
 

Drayton Valley IGA 780-542-4644, extension 0 
If you are unable to get through, please leave a message 

and they will get back you. 
 

  
 

For more information call FCSS at 780-514-2206  

 

SENIORS COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH PROGRAM 

 
Seniors can order their groceries over the phone with Drayton 
Valley IGA and volunteers will deliver them. 
 

In order to ensure that your order goes smoothly, we ask that you 
please be patient and understand that not all items may be in 
stock; allow for flexibility on the brand of item you are requesting, 
and make generic requests for items such as “bread, milk, and 
eggs.” This will help make the process easier and will allow for 
more orders to be filled. After your order is placed a volunteer 
will then deliver your groceries. 
 

Drayton Valley IGA 780-542-4644, extension 0 
If you are unable to get through, please leave a message 

and they will get back you. 
 

  
 

For more information call FCSS at 780-514-2206  

5432 Any Street West, Townsville, State 54321   555.543.5432 tel   www.yourwebsitehere.com 

Drayton Valley and District FCSS Present 
Community SHRED-IT Event 

 Dispose of household documents responsibly, 
safely and securely  

Don’t make your trash an identity thief's treasure 

September 18th,2021 
11am - 3pm Omniplex  

Parking Lot 
 

 
 

Destroy your unwanted personal, private and confidential  
papers at our environmentally friendly SHRED-IT day. 

 
Call 780-514-2206 for more information 

FREE for non-profit 
groups and  

community members 

SENIORS COMMUNITY  
OUTREACH PROGRAM

Seniors can order their groceries over 
the phone with Drayton Valley IGA and 
volunteers will deliver them.

In order to ensure that your order 
goes smoothly, we ask that you please 
be patient and understand that not 
all items may be in stock; allow for 
flexibility on the brand of item you are 
requesting, and make generic requests 
for items such as "bread, milk, and 
eggs." This will help make the process 
easier and will allow for more orders 
to be filled. After your order is placed 
a volunteer will then deliver your 
groceries.

Drayton Valley IGA  
780-542-4644, extension 0

If you are unable to get through, 
please leave a message and they will 

get back to you.

For more information call FCSS  
at 780-514-2206
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CULTURE
CAFE

EVERY SECOND FRIDAY, 10-11:30AM

CONVERSATION, COFFEE & CULTURE
New to Canada?  Would you like to practice your English
Language conversation skills while learning about Canadian
Culture?  Would you like to meet other community members
and listen to fun local Guest Speakers?  All Cultures,
Languages and Backgrounds Welcome!!

7 sessions: September 10 to December 3, 2021.  
Snacks and Refreshments included!

STARTS FRIDAY SEPT 10!

ROTARY HOUSE
4743 - 46 Street, 
Drayton Valley

WWW.DVCOMMUNITYLEARNING.CA
PH 780-542-3373
OFFICE OPENS ON SEPT 7!

bring a
bring a

friend!
frie

nd!

fun!
fun

!

In partnership with:

At Brighter Futures we are busy getting our free 
drop in program, Stay, Play and Grow, ready to 
roll for the middle of September. This program is 
geared for children 0-6 years and their caregiver 
to enjoy interactive, age appropriate games, songs 
and toys, and we are in the process of hiring 2 
new staff. We put out a Facebook survey to see 
where the public wanted to see our programs 
and we are now looking at a new location or two. 
Our Nutritious Beginnings and Babys Essentials 
programs have run throughout the summer and 
are accepting new clients, we are also looking 
for Board members. If you would like more 
information on any of these programs, or to fill 
out a Board application form,  please call the office 
at 780-514-5070. We look forward to seeing you 
in the community and at our programs!
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Come In For A Tour  
& Check Us Out!

Rooms available for short term 
accommodation to seniors 

Register for one week or longer!

$430.00 per week – Lodging and 
three meals/day plus 24 hour 
Staffing

Regular Monthly Rates Available 
starting at 1250.00* per month
(*Depending on Income)

Let us do the 
cooking and 
cleaning!

Three square meals per day. 
Plus - spend time with Friends 
& Neighbours or enjoy the 
quiet of your own room – 
always your choice!

Leave the 
grocery 
shopping, 
lawn care, 
snow removal 
etc. to us! 

If you love to garden 
– we have gardens!

Our Friendly Caring 
Staff will greet you 
every day!

SHANGRI-LA LODGE  
HAS VACANCIES! Now is a perfect time  

to consider Lodge Living!

Meals & Lodging
Entertainment & Activity 
Programming 
Plus 24 hour staffing

CALL FOR MORE 
INFORMATION   
780-542-2712

WHY NOT TRY 
LODGE LIVING?
Seniors are encouraged to 
keep their independence, 
do their own daily chores, 
make their own decisions 
and enjoy life – Lodge Living 
encourages continued 
Independence!

Under ‘Special Circumstances’ residency may be considered for underage independent individuals requiring 
a housing solution who fit within a senior community. Please call 780-542-2712 & complete application for 
consideration. The Shangri-La Lodge could be your housing solution!
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Adult Literacy & Numeracy Coaching

English Language & Citizenship Prep

Basic Computer & Digital Literacy Classes

Adult Learner Support

FALL 2021 PROGRAMS
CHECK WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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780-542-3373

dvcommunitylearning.ca

@ Rotary House
4743 - 46 Street, DV
M - Th, 9am - 3pm

Sept - June
 

contact us

DIGITAL SKILLS CLASSES & TUTORING
Learn basic computer and iPad skills, online safety and
more in a 10 week session for beginners. Tutoring
through volunteers is FREE. Choose morning or
afternoon classes (2 hours each)!  
Sponsored by Pembina Pipeline.  
Wednesdays, Sept 29 - Dec 1  10am or 1pm $30/pp

ADULT READING & WRITING
Review grammar, reading for information and
paragraph structure. Build vocabulary for writing
purposes, decode and fill out forms and practice new
skills in real world ways.  If you are struggling with the
writing portion of the GED test, this is the class for you!
Wednesdays, Oct 6 - Nov 3. 9:30am - 11:30am. $30/pp

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING
ESL Reading/Writing & Listening/Speaking classes start
Oct 4/Oct 6.   Mon/Wed, morning and evening classes
available. New Student Assessments/Registration Sept
27. 9am - 12pm $30 or $60/pp for both.

MICROSOFT EXCEL (2019 VERSION)
3 levels, 1 day each level.  Become more confident with
basic formulas, sorting, formatting, tables, and
advanced functions.  Canada AB Job Grant eligible!   
 Virtual Instruction.  
Mondays, Oct 18, 25 & Nov 1.  9am - 4pm. $165/level/pp

GOOGLE WORKSPACE
Learn and practice the popular Google apps (Drive,
Gmail, Docs, Sheets, Calendar + more).  Become more
productive, share files and folders, coordinate
calendars and events, create forms + much more! This
is suitable for anyone wanting to know more about
how these popular Google applications work, for both
personal and professional use.  Virtual, taught by
University of Alberta. Canada AB Job Grant eligible!
Fridays, October 22, 29 & Nov 5.  9am - 4pm.  $415/pp.

GED PREP
This class is designed to help you prepare for your GED
exam, or the Alberta General Equivalency Diploma
(Grade 12). Topics include Reading, Writing, Socials,
Science and Math. 100 hrs of instruction, Exam Fees (up
to $200) and books included. $400 or free with bursary
application. Tues, Wed, Thurs evenings, 
Oct 5 - Dec 16, 2021  5- 8pm

NEW! Now offering the Alberta GED exam (computer
based) in our private exam room. Call or email for
more information, or go online to GED.com to register
and book your exam!  $40/subject

NEW FUTURES CAREER/
RESUME WORKSHOP  
FREE 1 week Workshop covers Resume, Career Action
Plan, Networking, Job Search and More. Join from
home or on site.  Individual help after workshop.  
Start Sept 20, Oct 18, Nov 15 or Dec 6. 9am - 4pm. 

SKILLS FOR LEARNING BOOTCAMP
Learn how to manage test taking stress and build good
study habits. Learn confidence building life skills that
will help you to continue to be committed to your
success for learning or work. We will practice attitude
building skills to be successful in the class and work
environment. Participants will learn that presentation is
important in every area of their lives. 
Mondays, Oct 18 - Nov 22, 2021. 6pm - 8pm $10/pp

NEW! KEYBOARDING PRACTICE
Learn proper hand placement, keyboard shortcuts, tips,
tricks and more. Learners will be able to work on their
own with onsite help available to improve typing
accuracy and speed. Bring your own device, or use ours!
Mondays, starting Sept 13. 1pm - 3pm. Free!

CULTURE CAFE - ESL AND COMMUNITY
SOCIAL CONNECTION & CONVERSATION
New to Canada? Would you like to practice your
English Language conversation skills while learning
about Canadian Culture? Would you like to meet other
community members and listen to fun local Guest
Speakers? All Cultures, Languages and Backgrounds
Welcome!! Bring a friend! Snacks and Refreshments
included!  7 FREE sessions, sponsored by FCSS:
Fridays, Sep 10 to Dec 3, 2021. 10am - 11:30am. 
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Plus some extra good news!

Starting September 1, 2021, the subsidy program is expanding to include families with a household income 
of up $90,000. A child’s subsidy rate is determined by total family income, the child’s age, the childcare 
program, and the number of hours the child attends in a month. Use the online subsidy estimator to find 
out the approximate amount of your subsidy. The estimator calculates potential subsidy for families who 
require full-time care (100+ hours per month).  Give us a call for more information.

If your non-profit organization would like us to include any information about your group, your upcoming events or announcements, please forward your 
information to Ken  MacInnis at kmacinnis@brazeau.ab.ca  

Disclaimer: Brazeau County has the right to review, edit or reject submitted articles for inclusion into the Brazeau News. Content will be subject to space 
availability and appropriateness to the theme.

The Early Childhood Development Centre has full time 
and part time spaces for children ages 3 and up. Give us 
a call at 780-514-2248.

https://www.childcaresubsidy.gov.ab.ca/ccs/ccs_public.nsf/Estimator?OpenForm
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Contact Names and Numbers
BRAZEAU COUNTY EMERGENCY ON CALL    780-898-9901

911

Brazeau County Office 780-542-7777 Community Peace Officers

Fax Line                        780-542-7770 Steve Goodman 780-202-2271

Planning & Development  780-542-2667 Jesse Shymansky 780-202-0047

Brazeau Fire Services Other Numbers

Drayton Valley Fire Alarms 55+ Recreation Centre 780-542-4737

Breton Fire Alarms Alive 55 Program 780-514-2206

Lodgepole Fire Alarms Beehive Support Services 780-542-3113

Forest Fires 310-3473 Brazeau Foundation 780-542-2712

Breton Food Bank 780-696-3669

Other Emergency Numbers Breton Library 780-696-3740

Alberta Highways 1-888-255-5554 David Thompson Regional Health 780-542-4415

Ambulance 911 Drayton Area Food Bank 780-514-3777

Animal Control                 780-514-0372 Drayton Valley Municipal Library 780-514-2722

Crime Stoppers 1-800-922-8477 FCSS Breton 780-696-3636

Distress Line 1-800-232-7288 FCSS Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Drayton Valley Hospital 780-542-5321 Meals on Wheels 780-542-3216

Poison Centre 1-800-332-1414 Omniplex 780-514-2234

Police 911 or 780-542-4456 Parent to Parent 780-621-2849

Sustainable Resources 780-542-6616 Park Valley Pool 780-514-2225

Rotary Children's Library 780-514-3800

Brand Inspector 403-780-6202 Town of Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Terry Hjelmeland or 403-704-5418 Village of Breton 780-696-3636

Community Association Contacts

Berrymoor Centre 780-514-0265

780-542-0511

Buck Creek Community Association 780-289-9303

Carnwood Country Hall Society 780-542-2378

Cynthia Rec Centre 780-542-9732

Easyford Community Hall 780-898-8385

Funnell Community Association 780-514-6546

Lindale Community Association 780-621-8564

Lodgepole Recreation Society 780 898 5450

New Moose Hill Community Club 780-696-2109

Rocky Rapids Community League 780-542-5923

Violet Grove Community Club 780-542-7864

Whitby Community League 780-542-2729
www.whitbyhall.ca

Brazeau County  
Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 
Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1 
Phone: 780-542-7777  Fax: 780-542-7770

Transfer Station Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Violet Grove 9 - 7 9 -7 9 -5

Easyford 1 - 6 9 - 6 9 -5

Lindale 9 - 6 9 -5

Buck Creek 2 - 7 9 - 6 9 -5

Rocky Rapids 4 - 8 8:30 - 6 9 -5

Cynthia 11 - 6 9 -5

Breton 9 - 2 9 - 6 9 -5

Lodgepole 11 - 8 9 -5

Transfer Station Hours


