
BRAZEAU COUNTY  
ALTERNATIVE LAND USE SERVICES (ALUS) 

PARTNERSHIP ADVISORY COMMITTEE (PAC) 

DATE: August 6, 2020 
TIME: 9:00 a.m. 
PLACE: Brazeau County Administration Building, Drayton Valley, AB 

EOC Meeting Room 

Addition to agenda: 

• Project 20E-005 (Page 2 – 10)
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20E-005 Project Overview 

FARM OPERATION INFORMATION 

The participants are the owners of a cattle and hay operation on 551.53 acres. Rented land is used in the 
summer to graze cattle. Also during the summer some neighbour’s cattle graze the participant’s 
pastures. The land that is not used for pasture gets used as hayland. During the winter cattle are 
brought back to the home quarter and kept close to the farm yard. The pastures are monitored closely 
to help prevent overgrazing. 

The farming operation runs on four separate parcels of land, two of them would have projects. The farm 
yard is located in the north east corner of the east quarter, while the remainder of the land is 
pasture/hay land. Three tributaries flow through the property. The three creeks run south to north and 
eventually connect and flow into Modeste Creek. There are numerous wetlands scattered throughout 
the properties, some are ephemeral while others are permanent. Quite a bit of fencing and conservation 
has recently taken place around these areas. There is a manmade cattle crossing through one of the 
creeks. Most of the riparian area is in good health with a few places affected by cattle. There is also a 
small piece of land on the west side of the west quarter that has been very recently fenced off. There 
has been an abundance of trees planted throughout the area as well. 

There are two project proposals. Project 1 would be to complete the fencing in spots along both sides of 
the creeks and around the wetlands to prevent cattle from having access to the areas. There is already a 
large portion of the fencing completed however, there are some spots that need new fence or require 
fence to be put in. There is currently some erosion and bank degradation from the cattle, as well as 
some unhealthy trees. There is perimeter fence on the properties. 

Project 2 would consist of planting some native flowers are shrubs throughout the small fenced parcel 
to create a pollinator habitat. There is a large swell in the ground from where dirt was taken to build the 
road. The participant would like to do something in that area to correspond with the remainder of the 
pollinator habitat. The participants have done a large amount of tree planting throughout this area 
already and are hoping to recoup some money.  

The area of land proposed for enrolment is 69.87 acres of riparian area and pasture and 2.3 acres of 
waterbody. The total area of the titled and leased land is 551.53 acres. With the total enrollment being 
72.17 acres, it would be 13% of the total titled and leased land.  

BRAZEAU PAC CRITERIA 

The producer meets all three criteria: 
1) Has farm tax status;
2) Land is being actively farmed as pasture and hayland; and
3) Project enrolls less than 20% of the titled and/or leased land into the program (13%)
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LANDSCAPE DESCRIPTION 

• Falls on the edge of the Boreal Forest Natural Region and Foothills Natural Region.
• Between the Central Mixedwood Natural Subregion and the Lower Foothills Natural Subregion.
• Undulating plains, some hummocky uplands. Equal proportions of till, lacustrine, and fluvial

materials.
• Closed-canopy mixedwood; aspen dominant in early seral stages, white spruce increasing with

age; jack pine common on sandy sites; black spruce (tamarack stands) common on extensive
peatlands.

• Land is relatively flat except for the riparian area in the forested pasture.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Project 1 – Exclusion Fencing 

Project Name: Riparian Fence Exclusion Estimated Acreage/Distance: 69.38 acres 
3572.39 m 

Classification Riparian Restoration and Bank Stabilization. 
Location Description: Two quarter sections with creek running from south to north. 
Project Details & 
Timeline: 

Fencing to help prevent further degradation of the stream. Fencing will be 
completed over the 2020 season. 

Materials & Labour: Four strand barbed wire fence and posts 
Site Preparation: Remove some old fence. 
Project Benefits: Help with bank stabilization and prevent degradation. Improved water quality 

and increase microorganisms. 
Project Partners:  WRRP 

The proposed project includes 67.08 acres of riparian area, and 2.3 acres of waterbody. 

Project 1 Details Cost 
Estimate 

ALUS Portion Annual Payments 

Fence 
Exclusion 

Materials & 
Labour 

$13,193.00 

$3.69/m 

$6,596.50 N/A 

Riparian Area 
Enhancement 

67.08 ac N/A N/A 67.08 ac x $37.50 = 
$2,515.50 

Waterbody 2.3 ac N/A N/A 2.3 ac x $20 = $46 

Totals 69.38 ac $13,193.00 $6,596.50 $2,561.50 x 5 years = 
$12,807.50 
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Project 2 – Pollinator Habitat 

Project Name: Pollinator Habitat Estimated 
Acreage/Distance: 

2.79 acres 

Classification Habitat Creation 
Location Description: A quarter section of pasture land with a wetland near by and a creek on east 

side of quarter. 
Project Details & 
Timeline: 

Native wildflowers and shrubs will be planted throughout the project area. 
The project will be completed over the 2020 season. 

Materials & Labour: Wildflowers and shrubs. 
Site Preparation: N/A 
Project Benefits: Increase pollinator and wildlife population 
Project Partners:  WRRP and Brazeau County. 

The proposed project includes 2.79 acres of pasture land. 

Project 1 Details Cost 
Estimate 

ALUS Portion Annual Payments 

Pollinator 
Habitat 

Materials & 
Labour 

$243 $121.50 N/A 

Riparian Area 
Enhancement 

2.79 ac N/A N/A 2.79 ac x $37.50 = 
$104.63 

Totals 2.79 ac $243 $121.50 $104.63 x 5 years = 
$523.13 

PARTICIPANT AGREEMENT 

Recommending a five year agreement. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That the PAC approve a 50% cost-share for the fencing costs as well as the annual payment at
the pasture rate of $37.50 per acre for the riparian pasture area contained within the exclusion
fencing (67.08 acres), and annual payment at the existing permanent wetland rate of $20 per
acre for the wetland area contained within the exclusion fencing (2.3 acres) for Project 1, File
20E-005.

2. That the PAC approve a 50% cost-share for the native flowers and shrubs as well as an annual
payment at the pasture rate of $37.50 contained within the fence (2.79 acres) for Project 2, File
20E-005.

Page 4



0 140 280 420 56070
m

Map Imagery 2017

SITE MAPParticipant: 20E-005

Map Created On: July 31, 2020

Rural Address

Brazeau County, AB

Legend

Water

Plants

Proposed Area

Proposed Fenceline

Proposed Plants

Existing Fenceline
Page 5



P
A

R
C

EL
 B

O
U

N
D

A
R

Y
 

P
A

V
ED

 R
O

A
D

 

C
O

U
N

TY
 G

R
A

V
EL

 

2
0

1
7

 IM
A

G
ER

Y
 

N
 

A
e

ri
al

—
2
0

E-
0

0
5

 

Page 6



P
A

R
C

EL
 B

O
U

N
D

A
R

Y
 

P
A

V
ED

 R
O

A
D

 

C
O

U
N

TY
 G

R
A

V
EL

 

2
0

1
7

 IM
A

G
ER

Y
 

N
 

A
e

ri
al

 w
it

h
 C

o
n

to
u

rs
 t

o
 1

m
 —

2
0

E-
0

0
5

 

Page 7



Pollinator Habitat Pricing 

Sherwoods Forest Price List 
Trembling Aspen 1L $6 
Saskatoon Seedlings $3.25 (package of 25) 
Dogwood 1L & 2G $6 & $18 
Willow 1L $6 
Rose 1L & 2G $6 & $18 
Snowberry 2G $18 

Wild About Flowers Price List 
Plugs $4.50 

Flower Planting 

Flowers will be planted throughout project area, depending on best area for each type. Research shows 
that best practice is to group flowers in clumps at least 1m in diameter. This reduces the energy 
required by the pollinator for foraging. As few as 10 chosen plant species will provide a good forage 
source, however, the more species available is better. When choosing plants it is preferred to clump 
plants with a variety of flowering stages. This provides a constant food source. The participants have put 
in roughly 150 hours into the tree planting by their own hand. 

Cluster = 9 flowers (3 early bloom, 3 midseason bloom, 3 late bloom) 
3 Clusters/acre = 6 Clusters 
1 Cluster = $4.50 x 9 = $40.50 
3 Clusters x 2 acres = (3 x $40.50) x 2 = $121.50 x 2= $243 
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Fencing Costs 

Most of the fencing costs include new fence, and reinforcing fence for better exclusion. 
Total fence proposal = 3,572.39 m 

Creek A (West Creek) 
Wetland exclusion requires a fence. 
Posts = $4.50 = 1 post per 4m = 100 posts x $4.50 = $450 
Wire = $80 per spool = 5 x $80 = $400 
Staples = $50 
Total = $450 + $400 + $50 = $900  

West side of creek needs fence. 
Posts = $4.50 = 1 post per 4m = 114 posts x $4.50 = $513 
Wire = $80 per spool = 6 x $80 = $480 
Staples = $50 
Total = $513 + $480 + $50 = $1043 

East Side of Creek need fence reinforced. 
Posts = $4.50 = 1 post per 6m = 100 posts x $4.50 = $450 
Wire = $80 per spool = 2 x $80 = $160 
Staples = $50 
Total = $450 + $160 + $50 = $660 

Total Creek A = $900 + $1043 + $660 = $2603 

Creek B (Middle Creek) 
West side of creek needs more posts and an additional strand of wire. 
Posts = $4.50 = 130 posts x $4.50 = $585 
Wire = $80 per spool = 2 x $80 = $160 
Staples = $50 
Total = $585 + $160 + $50 = $795  

East side of creek needs fence replaced. 
Posts = $4.50 = 1 post per 4m = 200 posts x $4.50 = $900 
Wire = $80 per spool = 10 x $80 = $800 
Staples = $50 
Total = $900 + $800+ $50 = $1750 

Total Creek B = $795 + $1750 = $2545 
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Creek C (East Creek) 
Top portion of fence needs to be reinforced; bottom portion fence needs to be put in. 
Posts = 190 x $4.50 = $855 
Wire = 8 x $80 = $640 
Staples = $50 
Total Creek C = $855 +$640 +$50 = $1545 

Total Materials Fence Exclusion = $2603 + $2545 + $1545 = $6693 

Labour Cost 
Based on past quotes labour costs are similar to material costs. 
Labour Cost = Roughly $6500 

Total Cost for Fencing = $6693 + $6500 = $13,193.00 

*Quote from the participants did not have labour cost, however it had fuel costs. Because we include
labour costs in all our quotes, I thought I would add it. If possible, the participants would like to recoup
some costs of the work already done. They mentioned that roughly 250 hours have been tallied on the
work recently done, with roughly $1,779 in additional costs.
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