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Chairman's  
Greetings
Even with the frigid temperatures this 2019, the Agricul-
tural Service Board has been busy. So far we have taken 
a resolution to the 2019 Agricultural Service Board con-
ference in Calgary which was passed, responded to the 
Bighorn Country Proposal, sent two members to the ASB 
Grant Program Review interviews in Barrhead and are 
getting planning started for the 2021 ASB Summer Tour. 

 In 2019, you can look forward to seeing some of the 
changes and enhancements to the Ag Department includ-
ing the updated Herbicide Rebate Program, and the addi-
tion to our fleet of a new road side sprayer unit. As the 
year continues we hope to ensure our policies stay up 
to date and relevant for producers. We will also be con-
tinuing to host workshops that help to educate and bring 
new ideas to your production. 

With some new board members along with staff Dawnia 
McCann (Agriculture Fieldman), Corbyn Pankonin (Assis-
tant Ag Fieldman) and Nancy Chambers (Agricultural 
Technician) we have a lot of new ideas and work ahead 
of us in 2019. We look forward to serving the residents 
of Brazeau County and hearing any new ideas you may 
have during public input or by reaching out to any of the 
ASB members. Our times have changed for our meetings 
as they now start at 1PM with public input at 2PM and 
welcome you to join us. 

Sara Wheale 
Chairperson, ASB

Fieldman's  
Greetings
Along with the colder weather, 2019 has brought a num-
ber of changes to the Agricultural Services Department. 
Firstly, I would like to welcome Brazeau County’s new 
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman, Corbyn Pankonin! Cor-
byn will be taking over as the ALUS Coordinator, work-
ing closely with producers to establish projects on their 
farms to benefit the environment.  A significant change 
to our programming is Council’s approval of raising the 
herbicide rebate from 30% to 60%. This is an excellent 
opportunity for our residents to control noxious and pro-
hibited noxious weeds with an approved herbicide at a 
great cost reduction! 

In this issue of The Seed, I am happy to have Brazeau 
County’s Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) highlighted. 
The ALUS program assists producers in implementing and 
stewarding ecologically beneficial projects on their farms. 
The program focuses on turning marginal farmland into 
healthy ecosystems that produce “eco-system services”, 
such as cleaner air and water, flood mitigation, carbon 
sequestration, and habitat for native bees and pollina-
tors. ALUS provides cost-sharing on the establishment 
of projects as well as annual per acre payments for the 
land taken out of agricultural production. I encourage 
producers with marginal, low production areas on their 
farm, who are interested in implementing a project, to 
contact us to see if they qualify!

I look forward to warmer weather and wish everyone 
the best this calving season! Please feel free to contact 
the Agricultural Services Department at the Administra-
tion Office at 780-542-7777.

Best Regards, 
Dawnia McCann
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Agricultural  
Division Who We Are 
The ongoing activity of Brazeau County Agricultural Divi-
sion is to encourage production, profitability and sus-
tainability of the agricultural industry in Brazeau County 
through information and program support.

The implementation of agricultural policies and the obli-
gations of enforcement are specified under various Gov-
ernment of Alberta Acts including:

• Agricultural Service Board Act

• Agricultural Pests Act

• Soil Conservation Act

• Weed Control Act

Direction is provided by the Brazeau County Agricultural 
Service Board on the development of programs. 

Staff Contacts 

Dawnia McCann 
Manager of Agricultural Services   
DMcCann@brazeau.ab.ca

Corbyn Pankonin 
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman  
CPankonin@brazeau.ab.ca

Nancy Chambers 
Agricultural Technician 
NChambers@brazeau.ab.ca

Or contact the Brazeau County  
Administration office at 780-542-7777.

Agricultural 
Service Board 
2019
 
Sara Wheale  
Chairperson & Councillor

Maureen Schwab 
 Vice-Chairperson & Member-At-Large

Bart Guyon  
Reeve

Anthony Heinrich  
Councillor

Duane Movald  
Member-At-Large

Mike Mueller  
Member-At-Large

Dallas Ekstrom  
Member-At-Large

Brazeau County  
Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1  
www.brazeau.ab.ca  Phone: 780-542-7777  Fax: 780-542-7770

Back Row L to R: Mike Mueller, Dallas Ekstrom, Warren Noga, 
Duane Movald, Nancy Chambers, Bart Guyon

Front Row L to R: Anthony Heinrich, Dawnia McCann, Sara Wheale

Missing: Maureen Schwab, Toso Bozic
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:

For program details go to: www.cap.alberta.ca/CAP/program/STEW_PROD  

Phone: Ag-Info Centre at 310-FARM (3276)

Email: CAP.ESandCCProgram@gov.ab.ca

Alberta Environmental Farm Plan: www.albertaefp.com 

GRAZING MANAGEMENT

 > Riparian area fencing
 > Portable watering system

MANURE AND LIVESTOCK FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

 > Improved manure storage
 > Relocation of livestock facilities

AGRICULTURAL INPUT AND WASTE MANAGEMENT

 >  Improved nutrient and pesticide management
 >  Plastic rollers

*These are just examples of projects that are available under the three categories.
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THE MODESTE NATURAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT

What is Natural Infrastructure?Sometimes referred to as “green infrastructure” or “natural 
assets,” natural infrastructure consists of landscape features—
such as wetlands, riparian buffers and forests —that improve 

water quality and lower the risk of flooding and drought. 
The benefits of natural infrastructure include carbon 
sequestration, wildlife habitat, recreation and protection from 

severe weather events. By retaining and filtering water, wetlands 

reduce overland flooding and replenish groundwater supplies. 
Natural infrastructure also extends the life of built, “grey” 
infrastructure, such as floodways, culverts, bridges, and water-

treatment plants. 
Researchers have begun to financially quantify these many 
benefits to society, and to understand the costs when natural 
infrastructure is lost. 
The Modeste Natural Infrastructure Project
The Modeste Natural Infrastructure Project will evaluate 
the financial benefits of conserving and enhancing natural 
infrastructure on agricultural lands in the Modeste Creek 
watershed in Alberta, Canada.Experts from the University of Guelph, InnoTech Alberta, and 

ALUS will work with local communities to understand how 
restoring natural infrastructure will improve water quality and 

reduce the impact of flood and drought. Using modelling, they will  evaluate scenarios where natural 
infrastructure is restored, enhanced and conserved to meet the 

needs of local and downstream communities. A cost-benefit analysis comparing different combinations 
of natural infrastructure with built infrastructure will help 
create a knowledge base and value proposition for natural 
infrastructure investment from the public and private sector.
The Modeste Natural Infrastructure Project will also contribute 

to the creation of natural infrastructure. Through the ALUS 
program, 263 hectares (650 acres) of wetland and riparian areas 

will be restored or enhanced in the Modeste watershed.

About the Project AreaThe Modeste watershed is a sub-basin of the North 
Saskatchewan River basin, and is located upstream of Alberta’s 

Capital Region. 
The Government of Alberta has identified the Modeste 
watershed as a priority for flood and drought mitigation, as well 

as an important area affecting water quality in the province.
The Modeste was chosen for this project because of the support 

provided by the North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance’s 
Headwaters Alliance—a water-focused intermunicipal 
collaboration group established in 2014.  Each of the five 
counties in the Alliance has a program to engage farmers 
and ranchers in the enhancement and protection of natural 
infrastructure: Parkland, Brazeau, Leduc and Wetaskiwin 
Counties administer the ALUS program, while Clearwater 
County administers the LandCare Program. THE MODESTE CREEK WATERSHED

THE MODESTE NATURAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT

 THE  
MODESTE CREEK  
WATERSHED

W hat is Natural Infra-
structure?Some-
times referred to 
as “green infra-
structure” or “nat-

ural assets,” natural infrastructure 
consists of landscape features—such 
as wetlands, riparian buffers and 
forests —that improve water qual-
ity and lower the risk of flooding 
and drought. The benefits of natu-
ral infrastructure include carbon 
sequestration, wildlife habitat, rec-
reation and protection from severe 
weather events. By retaining and fil-
tering water, wetlands reduce over-
land flooding and replenish ground-
water supplies. Natural infrastructure 
also extends the life of built, “grey” 
infrastructure, such as floodways, 
culverts, bridges, and water-treat-
ment plants. Researchers have begun 
to financially quantify these many 
benefits to society, and to under-
stand the costs when natural infra-
structure is lost. 

The Modeste Natural  
Infrastructure Project

The Modeste Natural Infrastructure 
Project will evaluate the financial 
benefits of conserving and enhanc-
ing natural infrastructure on agri-
cultural lands in the Modeste Creek 
watershed in Alberta, Canada.Experts 
from the University of Guelph, Inno-
Tech Alberta, and ALUS will work 
with local communities to under-
stand how restoring natural infra-
structure will improve water qual-
ity and reduce the impact of flood 
and drought. Using modelling, they 
will  evaluate scenarios where natural 

infrastructure is restored, enhanced 
and conserved to meet the needs of 
local and downstream communities. 
A cost-benefit analysis comparing dif-
ferent combinations of natural infra-
structure with built infrastructure will 
help create a knowledge base and 
value proposition for natural infra-
structure investment from the public 
and private sector.The Modeste Nat-
ural Infrastructure Project will also 
contribute to the creation of natu-
ral infrastructure. Through the ALUS 
program, 263 hectares (650 acres) 
of wetland and riparian areas will be 
restored or enhanced in the Modeste 
watershed.

About the Project Area

The Modeste watershed is a sub-ba-
sin of the North Saskatchewan River 
basin, and is located upstream of 

Alberta’s Capital Region. The Gov-
ernment of Alberta has identified 
the Modeste watershed as a prior-
ity for flood and drought mitigation, 
as well as an important area affect-
ing water quality in the province.The 
Modeste was chosen for this proj-
ect because of the support provided 
by the North Saskatchewan Water-
shed Alliance’s Headwaters Alli-
ance—a water-focused intermunic-
ipal collaboration group established 
in 2014.  Each of the five counties in 
the Alliance has a program to engage 
farmers and ranchers in the enhance-
ment and protection of natural infra-
structure: Parkland, Brazeau, Leduc 
and Wetaskiwin Counties adminis-
ter the ALUS program, while Clear-
water County administers the Land-
Care Program.
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Duane Movald stands proud in his ALUS project. "I like that the 
program calls on those who know the land better than anyone 
else to work with nature and produce ecosystem services that 
truly have an impact.” says Movald, who, along with his par-
ents, run a fifth-generation family farm west of Breton, Alberta.

ALUS Brazeau PAC Chair Duane Movald and his parents 
run a fifth-generation family farm on 1,900 acres west 
of Breton, Alberta. They raise purebred Simmental and 
commercial cattle, grow forages and cereals, and pro-
duce ecosystem services through ALUS.

Enthusiastic members of the ALUS Brazeau program since 
2017, the Movalds have enrolled 25 acres into ALUS so 
far, mainly for riparian buffer projects.

“I am very proud to be part of ALUS,” says Duane Mov-
ald. “I like that the program calls on those who know the 
land better than anyone else to work with nature and 
produce ecosystem services that truly have an impact.”

Movald Farm 
Makes An 

Impact  
- ALUS Canada

 
Producing ecosystem services  

on a fifth-generation farm  
in Brazeau County
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T he first of many ALUS projects 
at Movald Farm was a wild-
life-friendly cattle fence estab-
lished along a wetland. By keep-
ing the cattle out of the wetland 

where they used to drink, this project keeps the 
water clean, protects the banks from damage 
by the cattle’s hooves, improves riparian habi-
tat and increases biodiversity on their land. All 
of these are all important ecosystem services.

Vegetation has been very quick to re-establish 
along this ALUS project. Sedges and grasses 
started to fill in along the riparian area of the 
watercourse in early summer. This vegeta-
tion helps to slow down erosion and regulate 
water flow.

Soon, Saskatoon berry shrubs and hazelnut 
trees grew in, which improve bank stabilization 
and enhance habitat for local wildlife. Deep-
rooted native species are now helping to stabi-
lize the bank, while also providing other ecosys-
tem services, like carbon sequestration, water 
filtration and wildlife habitat.

Established in the dead of winter, the project 
started producing evident benefits within the 
first year.
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Since the Movalds implemented their ALUS project, additional sedges and grasses are beginning to fill in  
along the watercourse. The vegetation is helping to slow down erosion and regulate water flow.



10          www.brazeau.ab.ca

This ALUS projects was recently high-
lighted during a two-day riparian 
management course organized by 
Brazeau County, the Agroforestry and 
Woodlot Extension Society (AWES) 
and Cows and Fish.

“ALUS gets results. For the dollars 
spent, I think ALUS gives the great-
est returns back to society,” says Mov-
ald. “It’s just beneficial for everyone, 
now and into the future.”

“We can already see a difference, with 
more birds and pollinators, less erosion, 
cleaner water and just a healthier 
environment all around,” Says Movald.

www.alus.ca/alus_news_and_events/movald-farm-makes-impact/

Looking west along the northern bank of 
the Movald’s ALUS project, new vegetation, 
including trees and shrubs, can already be 
seen filling in the riparian area. Their roots 
are helping to stabilize the bank while the 
vegetation itself provides other ecosystem 
services like carbon sequestration, wildlife 
habitat, and water filtration.
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For more information, contact:

Brazeau County

Box 77 – 7401 Twp Rd 494 Drayton Valley, AB  T7A 1R1 

T: 780-542-7777 

E: ALUS@brazeau.ab.ca

ALUS seeks new participants for 2019!

Are you a farmer or rancher with some 
marginal or ecologically sensitive acres?

ALUS can help you establish wetlands, native 
prairie, pollinator habitat and other projects 
on your land.
Even better, ALUS pays you annually to keep 
these projects in prime working order.

Your ALUS projects will produce cleaner 
air, cleaner water and more biodiversity, 
benefi ting both your farm and your 
community.

Across Canada, more than 830 agricultural 
producers have already enrolled over 
23,000 acres in the ALUS program.

Join us!

Duane Movald 
Chairperson & Member-At-Large

Henry Hughes  
Alternate Chairperson &  
Member-At-Large

Kara Westerlund  
Councillor

Allan Goddard  
Member-At-Large

Laina Wentland  
Member-At-Large

Back row L to R: Candace Vanin, Nancy 
Chambers, Warren Noga, James Coombes, 

Duane Movald, Henry Hughes

Front row L to R: Allan Goddard, Tonya Lwi-
wski, Dawnia McCann, Racheal Nay, Kara 

Westerlund

Missing: Laina Wentland, Mary Ellen Shain, 
Christine Campbell

James Coombes  
Member-At-Large

Mary Ellen Shain  
North Saskatchewan  
Watershed Alliance

Tonya Lwiwski  
Cows & Fish

Candace Vanin  
Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada

Rachael Nay  
West-Central Forage Association

Alternative Land Use Services 
Partnership Advisory 
Committee (ALUS PAC) 
Members

For More information, contact:  Brazeau County box 77 - 7401 Twp Rd 494 Drayton Valley, Ab T7A 1R1       
780-542-7777  •  ALUS@brazeau.ab.ca

www.alus.ca/alus_news_and_events/movald-farm-makes-impact/
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Securing your load of Bales is of 
utmost importance - even if you 
are only traveling a short distance. 
The weight of a single bale can eas-
ily exceed 1000lb's and if your load 
breaks free, you can put people in 
extreme danger.

There have been some 
clarifications at the 
Provincial level related 
to Bale Securement:

Many people have been using the 
exemption found in Sec 17(5)  of 
the Commercial Vehicle Safety 
Regulations AR 121/2009. 17(5) The 
provisions of sections 10 and 22 of 
NSC Standard 10 do not apply to a 
commercial vehicle that is registered 
as a Class 2 commercial vehicle 
under section 77(1)(b) and (2)(g) of 
the Operator Licensing and Vehicle 
Control Regulation (AR 320/2002), or 

a commercial vehicle that is operated 
under contract with a farmer for the 
purpose of hauling hay, used either 
singly or in combination with one or 
more trailers, when it is transporting 
stacks or round or rectangular bales 
of hay or straw within a 50-kilometre 
radius of the load’s place of origin if 
  
(a)   the vehicle while transporting 

the load does not exceed

(i)   the posted speed limit, 
where the posted speed limit 
is lower than 80 kilometres 
per hour, or

(ii)   80 kilometres per hour, 
where the posted speed limit 
is 80 kilometres per hour or 
higher, and

(b)  the vehicle is not operated on 
any highway or portion of a 
highway listed in Schedule 7 
except to cross the highway.

Bale  
securement
If not secured properly with the mandated straps, your load of 
bales can quickly turn into a dangerous problem on our roads. 
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However, this regulation DOES 
NOT EXEMPT you from Section 
5(2) of the CARGO SECURE-
MENT Standard which states: 
 
“The cargo securement sys-
tem shall provide a downward 
force equal to at least 20% of 
the weight of an article of cargo 
if the article is not fully con-
tained within the structure of 
the vehicle”. 

What this is saying is that you MUST 
secure each bale with a strap, with 
a marked Working Load Limit of 
at least 20% of weight or aggre-
gate weight of each bale or stack of 
bales loaded on any vehicle.

EXAMPLE 
If you have a  single   bale that weighs 
500kg you would need to secure that 
bale with a strap marked with a WWL 
of 100kg:   

•  If you have one strap over 2 bales 
that weigh 500kg each, you would  
need a strap with a WWL of 200kg; 

• If you have a single strap over 3 
bales that weigh 500kg each, you 
would need a strap with a WWL of 
300kg;

• If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact us at 780-542-7777 or 
www.brazeau.ab.ca
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Depth N• P K S•• Ca Mg Fc Cu Zn B mN Cl BiCarbp pH EC(dS/m) OM(%)

0" -6" 30 >60 >600 8 6.6 0.46 9.0

Excess Alkaline very Toxic High

Optimum Neutral Toxic Normal

Marginal Acidic Caution Low

Deficient Very 
Acidic

Good Very 
Low

Soil tests show that the soil is a clay loam to silt loam. In 
2017 sod was broke up in order to establish the WCFA 
Research site. Three different crops were established 
at the site in individual blocks: Industrial hemp,  Cover 
crop mixes and Silage varieties. Following the growing 
season the entire site was intensively grazed by Bison.

Soil tests were taken in May 2017 prior to establishment 
of the crops. The first post soil tests were taken in May 
2018. The soil tests for all the crop blocks showed an 
increase in organic matter (OM), phosphorus levels 
and potassium levels. Sulphur levels also changed, but 
this variable based on landscape. Organic matter levels 
have increased significantly in many of the areas. In 
the block in which the cover crops were established a 
fairly significant increase in many of the soil nutrients 
was observed.

Soil test for cover crop block May 2017 
Nutrient analysis (ppm)

Brazeau  
Research Site: 
From Cover Crops  
to Industrial  
Hemp
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Soil test for cover crop block May 2018 
Nutrient analysis (ppm)

Depth N• P K S•• Ca Mg Fc Cu Zn B mN Cl BiCarbp pH EC(dS/m) OM(%)

0" -6" 69 >80 954 14 6.6 0.87 19.5

Excess Alkaline Extreme High

Optimum Neutral Vry High Normal

Marginal Acidic High Low

Deficient Very 
Acidic

Good Very 
Low

The major conclusion from this trial and the first year 
soil tests is that intensive grazing does increase the soil’s 
nutrient values, regardless of the crop being grown. One 
recommendation would be to include micronutrient and 
base saturation data to future soil tests to provide a more 
complete picture of how the soil is building. A complete 
soil test, less than $200 per field, helps to show the 
complete story. Increasing soil nutrient levels decreases 
the dependence on chemical fertilizer.

For further information or to  
join the West-Central Forage 
Association, contact us at  
780-727-4447 or online at 
www.westcentralforage.com



Cattle Squeeze
Corral Panels
Bale Scale
Cattle Scale
Cattle Scale
Loading Chute
Tipping Tables (left/right)
Brillion Seeder
Hand Grass Seeder
Soil Sampler
Feed Probe
Bran Bait Applicator
Gallagher HR3 Tag Reader
  
Traps
Skunk Trap
Porcupine Trap
Squirrel Trap
  
Spray Equipment
Slip in 100 Gallon Sprayer   
ATV 10 Gal. Sprayer
Backpack 4 Gal. Sprayer
Pasture 300 Gal. Sprayer 
(boomless nozzles-clevis hitch) 

Signage
Smoke Signs
Cattle Drive Signs
Agricultural Haul Route Signs

$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$100.00
$250.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00 
 

$150.00
$150.00
$110.00

$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
No Charge
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$80.00/ day
No Charge/3 days
No Charge/3 days
No Charge
$15.00/day
$25.00/day  

$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
  
  
$35.00/day
$25.00/day
$5.00/day
$35.00/day 
 

No Charge/3 days
No Charge/3 days
No Charge/3 days

From cattle squeezes and corral panels to skunk traps and pesticide sprayers, if 
you need it, we may have it.  Contact the Brazeau County office at 780-542-7777 for 
additional information or to reserve and rent.

Brazeau County Equipment Rentals

Eq u i p m E n t RE n ta l  FE E DamagE DEposit


