BRAZEAU COUNTY
MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW
November 10, 2017

BRAZEAU COUNTY
AGENDA
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

2017- 11-10
9:00 AM– 3:00 PM
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, COUNCIL CHAMBERS
________________________________________________________________________

Purpose of Meeting: To engage with Council about the MDP review and draft MDP, in particular:

To review the public consultation for the MDP;

To establish a preferred strategy for agricultural policies in the MDP;

To review the impacts of this preferred strategy to other policy sections in the MDP; and

To finalize, by way of motion, the strategy for agricultural policies in the MDP so any
adjustments may be brought back for adoption at a future Council date.
Call to Order
1.

Additions to the agenda

2.

MDP Overview
a) What is an MDP (pages 1-2)
b) MDP Public Engagement Summary (page 3)
c) MDP Charrette Summary (pages 4-6)
-------------------------------- Anticipated 10 minute Break ---------------------------------

3.

Agriculture
a) Update Report – MDP Review (pages 7-8)
Appendix “A” – MDP – Final Draft
Appendix “B” – MDP Public Engagement Report
Appendix “C” Land Use Policies
b) Agricultural Legislative Background (pages 9-28)
c) Agricultural Preservation Survey Results (pages 29-36)
d) Council Discussion on Options for Direction of Agricultural Policies
-------------------------------- Anticipated Lunch 12:00 – 1:00 ---------------------------------

4.

Impacts to other Policy Sections

5.

Finalize Agricultural Policies

6.

Adjournment

What is a Municipal Development Plan (MDP)?
A Municipal Development Plan (MDP) sets out a policy framework to help guide the County’s
physical, social and economic development. It sets a clear vision for how the County will grow and
develop over the next 10 years.

Brazeau County’s MDP reflects eight months of public consultation where we heard the
importance of prioritizing agricultural land and operations, encouraging the diversification of the
economy and concentrating residential and employment lands to where servicing and similar land
uses already exist.
Our MDP is set up into nine policy sections; Hamlets, Agriculture, Employment Lands, Residential,
Recreation & Tourism , Natural Resource Development, Municipal Services and Intermunicipal
Cooperation. Each of these sections outlines policies to accommodate growth while balancing
land use priorities with economic, environmental, social and cultural considerations.
These policies will guide land use decisions, development management and the allocation of
infrastructure and programs affecting physical, social and environmental resources. The MDP
ensures the County diversified its economy, encourages and supports the growth of hamlets and
agri-business, enables a high quality of life for residents and fosters rural values.
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Word Cloud Summary of the MDP Review
Four Phases

innovation & opportunities 7,771 Population

CROWN LANDS trail systems Natural Hazards HAMLETS
Agricultural Priority Areas Resiliency RESIDENTIAL GROWTH ASP
Tiny Homes tourism HOME OCCUPATION
Natural Resources quality of life Healthy Ecosystems
DIVERSIFY ECONOMY Industrial Parks

Transportation Connectivity RECREATION
Intergovernmental cooperation
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MDP Public Engagement Summary – Overview
PHASE 1 – SETTING THE STAGE
Educating the public on our Municipal Development Plan (MDP)
 Background Research to build the foundation for the MDP
 Survey posted on County website, Facebook and newsletters. 40 responses received.
 Public Engagement – Land Use Bylaw Open Houses and County Annual General Meeting



PHASE 2 – SETTING THE DIRECTION








Engage the public & establish future policy direction
Second survey available at County Office, website, Facebook, Omni-Plex & Swimming
Pool. 83 responses received.
Public Engagement – Farmers Markets, ALUS Open House, 55+ Club, Agri-Trade Fair, DV
Gun Show. 3,000 invitations sent out via Canada Post and at events
Charrette Kick-Off Barbeque partnered with FireSmart Canada
MDP Charrette 4 Day Event with stakeholders, business owners, residents, government
officials and Council. Approximately 125 people attended.
Advertising – County Newsletter, website, Radio, Western Review, educational videos,
background reports
Photo Contest – 39 entries received

PHASE 3 – SHARING THE RESULTS
Phase 1 and Phase 2 input was compiled and reflected in new MDP Update. Key themes
were:
o Importance of supporting our agricultural community
o Growth of all County hamlets
o Need to provide a variety of housing, including tiny homes
o Support the growth of existing employment centers such as the Poplar Ridge
Industrial Park
o Need for additional studies such as an environmental assessment, aggregate
study and cultural landscape study
 “What We Heard” public event at County Office. Approximately 25 people attended and
were asked to comment on new policies proposed for the MDP
 The new MDP was posted to the County website, Facebook and sent to stakeholders
 First Reading was given August 15, 2017


PHASE 4 – FINALIZING THE PLAN
Public Hearing was September 19, 2017
 Second & Third Reading of the MDP Update was tabled to November
 A third survey was released regarding options for an agricultural preservation strategy
 Council workshop to go over results from the survey and other key elements of the MDP
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MDP Charrette Summary
What is a Charrette?
A charrette is type of public engagement where key stakeholders collaborate to identify key
goals, objectives or a vision for a specific project. The MDP Charrette focused on generating a
shared vision for future development in the County. Specifically, the MDP Charrette identified
what future employment lands, residential, recreation and tourism, natural resources,
municipal services and agriculture would look like in the County. The feedback received during
the charrette was then implemented into the draft MDP, which was brought to Council on
August 15, 2017.
The MDP Charrette
Our MDP Charrette took place over four days
from April 25th – April 28th, 2017 in downtown
Drayton Valley. In total, 125 people
participated. We invited farmers, business
owners, government officials, residents, nonprofit groups, community groups and Council.
There were nine policy areas covered over the
four days and each had participation from key
stakeholders. For example, for recreation and tourism we invited local recreational groups,
Alberta Environment and Parks, Alberta Culture and Tourism, local residents and campground
owners. These key stakeholders went through a series of exercises to develop draft policies for
the new MDP. Each night a public open house was held to present the findings from the day
and allow the public to have an opportunity to comment on the draft policies.
Brazeau County MDP Charrette provided a unique opportunity to
bring together stakeholders, business owners, residents and
Council to collaborate. The draft MDP reflects the input received
during the MDP Charrette.
Key Policy Changes from the Charrette
Hamlets – All Hamlets should be encouraged to maximize their
respective capacity for growth and accommodate a variety of
residential density and affordability options, local commercial
services, needed institutional uses and appropriate employment
uses. Each Hamlet Area Structure Plan will set out servicing
requirements based on projected growth, desired housing and
industry compositions.
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Agriculture – The north east portion of the
County containing the highest quality of
farmland and should be designated as the
Priority Agricultural Area. This area supports
farming-related commercial activities to
diversify and expand agricultural operations
and supports further fragmentation of land
for associated agri-business.
Residential – Fragmentation of agricultural lands for residential use should be supported
outside of the Agricultural Priority Area of up to four (4) parcels before an Area Structure Plan is
required. Stakeholders identified the need for cost effective residential growth that utilizes
existing County infrastructure, while limiting fragmentation to prime agricultural land. A variety
of housing options should be provided, including tiny houses and the formation of tiny home
district communities.
Employment Lands – Businesses should be encouraged to locate within or adjacent to existing
planned employment areas such as the Poplar Ridge and Lauer Industrial Parks. While not all
employment can occur in planned areas, the MDP should also allow for opportunities for home
occupations, agri-business or tourism related businesses to locate in appropriate locations.
Natural Resource Development - The extraction of natural resources in the County should be
done in a responsible manner and ensure the environmental and offsite impacts are managed.
An aggregate study should be done to determine location and amount of aggregate reserves as
well as provide for a long term management plan. The MDP allows for Council to require
additional public consultation prior to the redesignation of land to natural resource
development.
Recreation & Tourism - As Brazeau County
provides a high quality of recreational
opportunities and open spaces, the community
strongly supported the need to continue this
level of recreational services. The Brazeau
County Outdoor Recreation and Open Spaces
Master Plan is identified as a key guide to
developing additional trails, open spaces and
recreational opportunities in the County and the
MDP supports the initiatives found within this
Recreation Plan.
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Ecosystem Goods & Services - To ensure the
County is able to retain and improve
environmentally significant areas, an
environmental assessment study should be
completed for the County. This would allow for
an inventory to be taken of the wetlands,
wildlife corridors, environmentally significant
areas, habitat connectivity and other ecological
considerations found within the County. Once
these areas are identified, the County can
prioritize environmental management towards areas that are under-protected or contain
vulnerable resources, or resources that have rare qualities.
Municipal Services - Services provided by the County, including transportation, water, waste
water and storm water services, are vital to providing a high quality of life for residents and the
potential for economic development. Where municipal services are available, the County
should promote a concentrated development pattern to reduce the cost of development and
maximize efficiency.
Intergovernmental Cooperation – Brazeau County should continue to work with neighbouring
municipalities, Indigenous communities and other levels of government for regional issues
including land use, transportation, utilities, recreation, health and safety and social servicing.
Strengthening intermunicipal cooperation improves the efficiency and effectiveness of the
County’s plans, programs and services for residents.
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BRAZEAU COUNTY
UPDATE REPORT TO COUNCIL

SUBJECT:

Municipal Development Plan (MDP) Review

DATE TO COUNCIL:

November 10, 2017

PREPARED BY:

Jessica Karpo, Long Range Planning Officer/

UPDATE
INFORMATION:

th
d
At the September 19
2017 Council meeting, 2’ and 3
reading of the
proposed MDP was presented to Council. Following discussion on the

bylaw, specifically the agricultural development policies, the following
motion was passed:
“1071/17
Moved by M. Gressler to table the MDP until November
2017 with a date set on the organizational day of October 26, 2017.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSL VI’

Noting the concerns of Councilors and the importance of the Agricultural
Policies to the functionality of other sections of the document, Staff
reviewed numerous methodologies for addressing functional agricultural
policies and sought public input on them to ensure this information was
available for Council’s future discussion on the MDP. A copy of the survey
is attached, results of the survey will be provided when the survey closes
and Council deliberates on the proposed MPD.
Maintaining an agricultural land base recognizes the value of agricultural
land for sustainable growth and diversification of the agricultural industry
as well as providing an opportunity for expansion of agricultural
production and value-added agribusinesses in the region.
Legislative Background

The MDP is required to adhere to the Alberta Land Use Policies and any
future Regional Plans, among other things. The Alberta Land Use Policies
where addressed in review of the draft MDP as were the anticipated
Agricultural Policies of the North Saskatchewan Regional Plan (NSRP).
In the Terms of Reference for the NSRP states it must be consistent and
supportive of the Lower Athabasca and South Saskatchewan Regional
Plans. Both these Regional Plans require Municipalities to:

Brazeau County

—

Report to Council

—

MDP Review
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•

•

•

•

Identify areas where agricultural activities, including
extensive and intensive agricultural and associated
activities, should be the primary land use in the region.
Limit the fragmentation of agricultural lands and their
premature conversion to other, non-agricultural uses,
especially within areas where agriculture has been
identified as a primary land use in the region. Municipal
planning, policies and tools that promote the efficient use of
land should be used where appropriate to support this
strategy.
Employ appropriate planning tools to direct non-agricultural
subdivision and development to areas where such
development will not constrain agricultural activities, or to
areas of lower-quality agricultural lands.
Minimize conflicts between intensive agricultural operations
and incompatible land uses by using appropriate planning
tools, setback distances and other mitigating measures.

The approach taken by the draft MDP is to prioritize agricultural as the
primary land use ONLY where the province has determined the best LSRS
classification of soils are present (in Alberta this is Class 2 soils due to
climate). The MDP provided a generalized map of the location of those
soils, but detailed maps are provided online by Alberta Agricultural and
Forestry.
Other methodologies exist for meeting provincial policy expectations.
Functional elements of those policy options have been included in the
survey to determine wider public input, as Council members dissatisfied
with the draft have criticized the scope of public participation in the
charrette which guided the draft MDP policies.
Council Appendix A: Draft Municipal Development Plan
Council Appendix B: MDP Public Engagement Report
Council Appendix C: Alberta Land Use Policies

Brazeau county

—

Report to Council

—

MDP Review
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Strategic Plan

Agricuture
The agricultural industry is the number one renewable and sustainable
resource in the South Saskatchewan Region and will continue to generate
substantial social, economic and environmental benefits into the future.
In 2011, farm cash receipts amounted to $4.5 billion (43 per cent of
the provincial total of $10.4 billion
) and the region also accounted for
2
approximately half of the province’s $12.2 billion revenue for sales in food
. The economic success of agriculture in the
3
and beverage manufacturing
South Saskatchewan Region is driven in part by a combination of agricultural
policy, irrigation development and fertile grassland soils that have provided
the necessary land base for crop production, livestock grazing and the
majority of Alberta’s cattle feedlot capacity. The region also contains a
significant beef processing sector as well as processing facilities for poultry
and dairy products, potatoes, sugar beets, canola and cereals (flour, feed and
distilling).
The industry is supported by provincial legislation, including the Agricultural
Operation Practices Act (AOPA). The first part of this legislation provides
a process that protects agricultural operations from liability nuisance suits
as long as producers follow generally accepted agricultural practices. The
second part of AOPA establishes the regulatory standard (i.e., Minimum
Distance Separation) for anyone who handles manure and/or manure
compost and creates a permit process for new or expanding confined feeding
operations.
Provincially, a competitive, self-reliant agricultural industry is ensured
through policy development, advocacy, program and services provision
and collaboration with key partners, to reinforce economic growth and build
lasting prosperity in rural Alberta. Currently there is renewed government
effort to:
•

Enhance research and innovation;

•

Maximize opportunities in value-added agricultural products and services;

•

Develop local, national and international markets;

•

Overcome trade barriers to expand market access;

•

Attract investment; and

•

Position Alberta as the preferred global supplier of agricultural products
and services.

Federal-Provincial-Territorial agricultural policy frameworks (e.g., Growing
Forward 2, which came into effect April 1, 2013) offer additional support to the
industry through various programs, projects and extension services, which
provide additional means to achieve a profitable, sustainable, competitive
and innovative agriculture, agri-food and agri-products sector for the South
•

.

•

.

South Saskatchewan Regionai Pian 2014-2024

2
A
lberta Agriculture and Rural
Development
Alberta Agriculture and Rural
Development
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Saskatchewan Region and Alberta as a whole. Through cost sharing with
the federal government, significant strategic investments will be made in
agricultural research, innovation, entrepreneurship, commercialization and
market development.
The agriculture, agri-food and agri-product sectors are mainly focused
on export markets; however, consumer demand for locally grown foods
is increasing throughout Alberta. This increased demand partially stems
from consumers who increasingly consider factors such as human health
and environmental impacts when purchasing food. As the demand for
locally grown food products continues to increase, opportunities for further
diversification of the agricultural industry may arise. The demand for locally
grown food products is met in part by the region’s greenhouse industry in
2011, more than 50 per cent of the total provincial greenhouse area was
located in the South Saskatchewan Region, the majority of which was
dedicated to growing vegetables.
—

The South Saskatchewan Region contains almost 65 per cent of Canada’s
irrigated lands, though irrigated agriculture represents less than five per cent
of Alberta’s cultivated land base. Despite this statistic, the sector is highly
diversified, growing more than 50 different crop types that contribute between
18 and 20 per cent of the agricultural Gross Domestic Product for the
province (Alberta’s Irrigation: A Strategy for the Future Agriculture and Rural
Development, 2014). In support of this significant contribution, both the soils
and topography east of the 5th meridian (i.e., approximately east of Highway
22) were assessed and classified in the early 1 980s for the development of a
planning-level irrigation suitability map for southern Alberta (including portions
of the Red Deer Region). Knowledge of irrigation suitability in an area with
a relatively long growing season and high temperatures will continue to
provide a significant advantage for both primary production and value-added
opportunities throughout the region.
Beyond greatly increased crop yields, the reliable supply of quality water
through the region’s irrigation infrastructure also supports food, feed and
bio-industrial processing plants. This, along with proximity to meat packing
facilities for both domestic and export markets, explains why much of
Alberta’s cattle finishing industry exist in the South Saskatchewan Region.
Irrigation infrastructure also provides water to more than 50 towns and
villages as well as countless wildlife habitat areas and recreation facilities
(e.g., San Francisco Lake, Lake Newell) throughout the region. As competing
demands for water will only grow in the future, irrigation districts, private
irrigators and government agencies will continue to deliver advice, regulatory
administration and strategic recommendations in order to facilitate the
responsible management and use of water delivered through irrigation
infrastructure to enhance productivity in this sector while recognizing the
need to strategically provide water to other users, such as industry and
municipalities.

South Saskatchewan Regional Plan 2014-2024
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With respect to environmental health, agricultural producers currently
employ a number of practices (such as completing soil analyses and
Environmental Farm Plans) to identify environmental risk(s) associated with
their operations. The Government of Alberta is also exploring environmentally
responsive solutions and opportunities to reduce the environmental risk
of agricultural operations while ensuring the agriculture industry remains
competitive and continues to enjoy social license to operate. Working with
all levels of government, the Government of Alberta is developing integrated
environmental policy and continues to facilitate the adoption of beneficial
management practices that protect or enhance the environment while meeting
climate variability, land-use, air and water objectives. This is accomplished
through supporting extension programs and services, research-based
information and innovative business tools.
In addition to cultivated lands, the region also has significant native
rangelands that not only support the livestock sector, but provide many
environmental benefits (such as maintaining the ecological health of the native
prairie). The stewardship role of the holders of grazing dispositions has been
essential in maintaining the value of these landscapes. Grazing has significant
economic importance for the province’s livestock industry within the South
Saskatchewan Region there are more than 2,500 public grazing dispositions
that annually provide approximately 925,000 Animal Unit Months of grazing.
These grazing dispositions continue to support the operational sustainability of
many of the livestock producers and rural communities throughout the region.
—

Energy
Alberta is a global energy leader, with a diverse energy portfolio in both

renewable and non-renewable resources. Energy revenues account for
almost one third of the revenue allocated under Alberta’s provincial budget.
In 2012 alone, energy contributed over $83 billion towards Alberta’s total real
. Many employment opportunities are generated by the energy industry
4
GDP
and average hourly earnings for workers in individual energy sub-sectors are
substantially higher than the provincial average
.
5
Alberta is Canada’s largest producer of natural gas. In 2011, Alberta

produced 71 per cent of Canada’s total natural gas production
. For the
6
201 2-13 fiscal year, natural gas and byproduct revenue was about
$954 million, or approximately two and a half per cent of revenues to the
Government of Alberta
. A significant amount of this natural gas production
7
occurs in the region and nearly half of all Alberta’s natural gas wells are
drilled there. The levels of employment in the region correlate directly with
conventional oil and gas investment, as this region is host to a large share of
the roughly 40,000 full-time and part-time jobs (2012) in conventional oil and
gas extraction generated by the province’s natural gas and conventional oil
.
8
industry

South Saskatchewan Regional Plan 2014-2024

4 Alberta Enterprise and Advanced
Education, Highlights of the Alberta
Economy 2014’
5 Cansim, Labour Force Survey,
Statistics Canada, 2005

6 Alberta Enterprise and Advanced
Education, Highlights of the Alberta
Economy 2012’
7 www.energy.alberta.ca/
OurBusiness/Gas,asp Energy
8 Statistics Canada tables
no. 383-0030 and 282-0061
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and Canada. A strong economy based on land-uses, with associated job
opportunities for Albertans, is a key indicator of quality of life for residents in
the region.
In Building on Alberta’s Strengths, success is measured by the following list
of indicators:
Growth in productivity
Business investment in Alberta
•

Value of Alberta exports to non-US markets

•

Unemployment rate

•

Per cent of high growth firms in Alberta

•

Index of economic well-being

•

Growth in Alberta knowledge-intensive companies

The ultimate outcome is that Albertans benefit from a prosperous provincial
economy. Building on Alberta’s Strengths aim is to have median after-tax
family income grow faster than inflation, while still operating within our
environmental capacity to support healthy eco-systems and community well
being.
While these indicators are largely provincial in nature, prosperity, ingenuity
and entrepreneurship are regional in scope. Alberta government will work
with entrepreneurs and other governments in a systematic and intentional
way to incent and inspire businesses, investors and communities to expand
market reach, develop new products and explore new markets while building
on its resource strength and entrepreneurial spirit.

Agriculture
OBJECTIVE:
•

THE REGION’S AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY IS MAINTAINED AND DIVERSIFIED.

Strategies:
1.1.

w

Maintain an agricultural land base by reducing the fragmentation
and conversion of agricultural land.
Maintaining an agricultural land base recognizes the value of
agricultural land for sustainable growth and diversification of the
agricultural industry as well as providing an opportunity for expansion
of agricultural production and value-added agribusinesses in the
region. This strategy strives to maintain contiguous blocks of land for
primary production through the implementation of municipal land-use
policies that expect municipalities to identify their agricultural lands
and to limit their fragmentation and conversion to non-agricultural
uses.

South Saskatchewan Regional Plan 20 14-2024
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Although targeted towards maintaining large agricultural areas, it is
also recognized that smaller parcels contribute to the diversification
of the overall agricultural economy, particularly in the areas of local
food, value-added production and agricultural supporting activities
such as machinery dealerships or veterinary offices. These smaller
parcels, in conjunction with large contiguous agricultural areas,
support the establishment of land-use patterns that not only include
a mix of land uses, but provide for a wide range of economic
development opportunities throughout the region leading to strong
rural communities.
Further to municipal efforts to minimize the fragmentation and
conversion of agricultural land, opportunities for voluntary actions by
land owners may also exist for the maintenance and preservation of
agricultural land. These include voluntary tools such as those that
target a reduction of the footprint of the built environment and/or the
use of conservation easements; including those intended for the
protection, conservation and enhancement of agricultural land or land
for agricultural purposes.

Alberta’s Irrigation Strategy: A
Stratev for the Future
Key strategies reflecting the
Government of Albertas blueprint for
the future of the irrigation industry:
1. Productivity Increase the
primary and value-added
productivity of the water used by
the irrigation industry.
2. Efficiency Improve the efficiency
of water conveyance and on-farm
irrigation systems.
3. Conservation Promote the
effective use and management
of water to ensure that only the
water required for irrigation and
other uses supplied by irrigation
districts is diverted from our
rivers.
4. Water Supply Assess
management options for existing
water supply reservoirs and
the potential for new water
supply reservoirs to ensure that
adequate water is available to
meet future needs in the South
Saskatchewan River Basin.
5. Environmental Stewardship
Minimize the impact of irrigation
management practices on surface
and groundwater quality and
promote beneficial management
practices for irrigation and
handling of crops to ensure they
are safe for consumption.
—

—

—

—

1 .2.

Support a diverse and innovative irrigated agriculture and
agri-food sector.
Irrigated agriculture provides a reliable and high-quality product
supply, attracting first stage processing as well as secondary and
tertiary industries that benefit the local and provincial economy.
Support for the industry will include:

1 .3.

•

Implementation of Alberta’s Irrigation: A Strategy for the
Future. Through research, programming (planning) and policy
development, the roadmap will enhance economic opportunities,
contribute to vibrant rural communities in the region and ensure
Alberta’s irrigation industry continues to be seen as a global leader
in the efficient and productive use of water resources.

•

Review and update the irrigation suitability map (see Map 14),
where appropriate, when new information is available. The
irrigation suitability map is a high level planning tool that broadly
classifies land for its irrigation capability mainly based on soils,
topography and depth to bedrock. Changes could reflect more
detailed soils data and updated standards for classifying land
suitable for irrigation.

—

Assist the agriculture and agri-food industry to maximize
opportunities for value-added agricultural products.
By focusing on workforce development, investment attraction and
domestic and international market development, the Government

South Saskatchewan Regional Plan 2014-2024
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of Alberta will position the province as a competitive global supplier
of agricultural products and services by enhancing and promoting
Alberta’s ability to provide safe and consistently dependable food
in an environmentally and socially responsible manner. Toward
achieving this goal, the Government of Alberta offers extension
programs and services, research-based information and innovative
business tools. Productivity enhancements, workforce development
and new product development will be supported through federalprovincial-territorial funding programs.
1 .4.

Support a business climate and complementary production and
marketing approaches that recognize the contribution of local
production in addition to existing domestic and international
market opportunities for Alberta’s agriculture, agri-food and agri
product sectors.
Marketing is typically focused on international buyers; however,
consumer demand for local and domestic products has created
opportunities for the agricultural industry. Continued diversification of
marketing opportunities is beneficial for the long-term sustainability
of a successful agriculture, agri-food and agri-product sector in
Alberta. Working with industry and non-governmental organizations,
the Government of Alberta will continue to engage and collaborate
on community and economic development, health, academic
and agricultural supply chain disciplines to focus on multi-scale,
commercially viable agricultural production.

1.5.

Support and enhance the next generation of agricultural, food and
rural entrepreneurs.
Acting on advice from the 2013 “Next Generation Advisory Council,”
the Government of Alberta will work with relevant stakeholders
and organizations to support the attraction of new entrants to the
agriculture and agri-food sector. This will be accomplished through
the development of programs and services specific to their needs,
including initiatives such as ensuring that government-funded
loan programs remain competitive and effective, that training and
enhanced extension services are provided and also through the
continued provision of federal-provincial-territorial shared funding
opportunities in the areas of business planning, transition planning,
marketing, accounting, financial analysis and leadership development
provided through online tutorials, seminars and one-on-one coaching.

1 .6.

Encourage the use of voluntary market-based instruments for
ecosystem services in order to recognize and reward the continued
stewardship and conservation of private agricultural land and to
potentially diversify the agricultural economy.

South Saskatchewan Regional Plan 2014-2024
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Agriculture

Municipalities are expected to:
8.19

Identify areas where agricultural activities, including extensive and
intensive agricultural and associated activities, should be the primary
land use in the region.

8.20

Limit the fragmentation of agricultural lands and their premature
conversion to other, non-agricultural uses, especially within areas
where agriculture has been identified as a primary land use in the
region. Municipal planning, policies and tools that promote the
efficient use of land should be used where appropriate to support this
strategy.

8.21

Employ appropriate planning tools to direct non-agricultural
subdivision and development to areas where such development
will not constrain agricultural activities, or to areas of lower-quality
agricultural lands.

8.22

Minimize conflicts between intensive agricultural operations and
incompatible land uses by using appropriate planning tools, setback
distances and other mitigating measures.

Maintaining an agricultural land base recognizes the value of agricultural
land for sustainable growth and diversification of the agricultural industry as
well as providing an opportunity for expansion of agricultural production and
value-added agribusinesses in the region.
Water and Watersheds

Municipalities are expected to:
8.23

Utilize or incorporate measures which minimize or mitigate possible
negative impacts on important water resources or risks to health,
public safety and loss to property damage due to hazards associated
with water, such as flooding, erosion and subsidence due to bank
stability issues, etc., within the scope of their jurisdiction.

8.24

Incorporate measures in future land-use planning decisions to
mitigate the impact of floods through appropriate flood hazard area
management and emergency response planning for floods.

8.25

Prohibit unauthorized future use or development of land in the
floodway in accordance with the Flood Recovery and Reconstruction
Act and the Floodway Development Regulation under development,
which will control, regulate or prohibit use or development of land that
is located in a floodway and define authorized uses.

South Saskatchewan Regional Plan 2014-2024
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practices such as planning common major access corridors (shared
roads) and infrastructure (camps, remote air strips), progressive
reclamation of disturbed land no longer needed for oil sands
development and timely removal of linear disturbances, to minimize loss
of productive forest land.This approach will be implemented when the
landscape management plan referenced in Outcome 3 (c) is
implemented.
-

The forest industry identifying opportunities to enhance the
management of forest stands and regeneration on public land for
the purpose of improving growth rates.

b) Minimize loss of productive forest timber volume by government and
industry supporting wildfire management planning initiatives including
the development of landscape wildfire risk assessments, natural disturbance
approaches and landscape FireSmart strategies (e.g. identification of
landscape fire breaks, prescribed fire application).
c)

Promote diversification of the forest industry through implementation of
The Alberta Forest Products Roadmap to 2020 which will identify
opportunities to diversify the sector through new markets and products,
including the bioenergy sector.

The forest industry is primarily governed by the Forests Act, the Public Lands Act
and associated standards (Forest Management Planning Standard,Timber Harvest
Ground Rules, Enhanced Approval Process standards).
Indicators:
•

Area of public land actively managed for enhanced forestry; and

•

Area of land disturbance on productive land base on public land in the
region.

Agriculture
Objective:
•

Maintain and diversify the region’s agricultural industry.

Strategies:
a)

Municipalities are encouraged to identify areas where agricultural
activities, including extensive and intensive agricultural and associated
activities, should be the primary land use in the region.

b) Municipalities are encouraged to limit the fragmentation of agricultural
lands and their premature conversion to other non-agricultural uses,
especially within areas where agricultural has been identified as a primary
land use in the region.
c) Where possible, municipalities are encouraged to direct non-agricultural
subdivision and development to areas where such development will not
constrain agricultural activities or to areas of lower-quality agricultural
lands.

Lower Athabasca Regional Plan 2012 2022
-

f

16

d) Municipalities are encouraged to minimize conflicts between
intensive agricultural operations and incompatible land uses by
using appropriate planning tools, setback distances and other mitigative
measures.
Provincial legislation governing the agriculture industry includes the Municipal
Government Act, the Agricultural Operation Practices Act and the Public Lands Act
with respect to grazing leases. In addition, the Natural Resources
Conservation Board is involved with regulating confined feeding operations.
Indicator:
•

Fragmentation and conversion of agricultural land to non-agricultural land
uses.

Tourism
Objective:
•

Tourism potential of the region is optimized.

Strategies:
a)

Develop and implement the Lakeland Country Destination
Development Strategy and Tourism Opportunity Plan in
collaboration with aboriginal peoples, municipalities and local stakeholders.
(See Schedule A— LARP Digital Map and Schedule G for details).

b) Work collaboratively with local aboriginal communities, the private sector
and local governments to enhance and expand the supply of tourism
products and infrastructure—including attractions, activities, amenities and
accommodations.
c)

Identif>c designate and market tourism development nodes in
consultation with aboriginal peoples, municipalities and stakeholders.

d) Complete tourism opportunity assessments beginning with Quarry
of the Ancestors, Bitumount and Fort Chipewyan.The assessments will
help identify a range of potential aboriginal tourism opportunities,
including guided tours, education programs, attractions, exhibits or
interpretive sites.
e) Work with municipal governments and other partners to establish and
promote a scenic byways network in and around areas with high quality
attractions including routes, trails and waterways to create distinctive
travel experiences and showcase the region’s unique scenic resources.
There is great potential for increased tourism and recreational development in
the region, particularly in Lakeland Country.The region is home to diverse
cultures, a rich heritage and tremendous recreation and tourism
features—including superior lakes, sandy beaches, world-class whitewater
paddling, remote backcountry experiences and a variety of fish and wildlife.
Additional opportunities would reduce the amount of tourism and
recreational investment lost to other jurisdictions and support economic

Lower Athabasca Regional Plan 2012 -2022
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Agricu’ture
Wheat was grown at Fort Edmonton as early as 1846 and, by the 1860s,
farm-scale agriculture was practised at the St. Albert Mission. An influx of
agricultural settlement followed in the late 1 890s and early I 900s with the
commencement of railway service to the Edmonton area and the promise
of free homestead land. The area of land under cultivation in the region
increased substantially between 1920 and 1960, as did the number of cattle
and swine.
Agriculture is the province’s largest renewable resource. It contributes
to a safe and secure domestic and international food supply, generates
employment and creates a multitude of small and large business
opportunities. In 2012, agriculture in the North Saskatchewan Region
contributed $1.7 billion to the province’s GDP, and employed approximately
9,500 people
.
32

32

The Government of Alberta
(2013), Alberta Enterprise
and Advanced Education,
(In 2002 dollars)

The region has a wide variety of land cover and soil types (see Figure 12
on page 35). About 50,000 square kilometres of land in the region
(i.e., approximately 59 per cent of the total land area)
33 is used for agricultural
production, including crops and tame
34 and native pasture for grazing. This
represents about 25 per cent of the total farm land in Alberta.
.

.

Statistics Canada. (2013).
Census of Agriculture,
Alberta, custom land use
regions. Ottawa, ON: Author.
Tame pastures are
cultivated fields planted
with introduced (non-native)
grass and legume species
or cultivars with the multiple
purposes of providing
livestock grazing forage to
improve animal nutrition
and health, balance forage
supply and demand during
low forage production,
reduce soil erosion, improve
water quaiity, improve soil
quality and health, and
provide food and cover
for wildlife. United States
Department of Agriculture
(2013), Tame Pasture Grass
and Legume Species and
Grazing Guidelines, available
at: http:/Jwww.nrcs.usda.gov
wps/portal/nrcs/detail/mt
technical/landuse/pasture/
?cidnrcsl 44p2_057699
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In 2011 agriculture in the region included approximately 14,026 farms
representing 32 per cent of the total number of farms in Alberta (43,234). The
number of farms is declining and is approximately 70 per cent of the 1981
values (see Table 5 below). Although the number of farms in the region has
declined, the average farm size has increased from 241 ha in 1981 to 359 ha
in 2011, which is still smaller than the provincial average of 473 ha.
Table 5: Farm Statistics for 1981-2006 for the North Saskatchewan Region
35

Number
of Farms
Average
Farm Size (ha)
Total Farm
Area (ha)

1981

1986

1991

1996

2001

2006

2011

20,006

15,569

18,533

19,746

17,591

16,096

14,026

241

261

267

265

298

325

359

4,811,012

4,058,086

4,945,041

5,238,015

5,235,004

5,229,132

5,038,021

Prepared by: Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development, Economics and
Competitiveness Division, Statistics and Data Development Branch
While fragmentation and conversion of agricultural land to non-agricultural
uses remains an on-going issue throughout the province, the amount of farm
land in the North Saskatchewan region has remained virtually unchanged
over the last 40 years. Although there has been a conversion of higher-value
cultivated lands used for annual crop production to non-agricultural uses,
these losses have been offset by increases in the use of more marginal land.
These lands, however, often require greater crop inputs (i.e., fertilizers and
herbicides) to be as productive as those soils that were lost to
non-agricultural uses.

Land Suitability Rating System

Statistics Canada (2006),
Census of Agriculture, 1971
2006

—

Statistics Canada. (2013).
Census of Agriculture,

Alberta, custom land use
regions. Ottawa, ON: Author.

Developed in 1995, the Land Suitability Rating System (LSRS) is a
comprehensive approach to integrating and modelling soil, landscape and
climate factors. Universally, LSRS Class 1, 2 and 3 lands are considered
suitable for annual crop production, and LSRS Class 4 through 7 are
considered marginal or not suitable for crop production. In Alberta, the
highest rated soils are LSRS Class
which in this region are largely
found surrounding the cities of Edmonton and Lloydminster (Figure 9). The
lower class land (LSRS Class 4 and 5) supports cattle and other forms of
livestock grazing throughout much of the region.

LSRS Class I is
unattainable in Alberta
because of our climate.

‘
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Crop Production
Ongoing advances in the science and technology of raising crops have
contributed to tremendous growth and development in the agricultural
industry in the region. Improvements include plant breeding and research
into crop varieties, variable rate nutrient application and other advances in
farm equipment and technology. Crop production in the region benefits from
a highly sophisticated and technologically advanced industry, and is expected
to maintain a healthy growth rate for the foreseeable future.
A significant amount of land in the region is suitable for cultivation and
annual cropping due to the amount of high-quality soils (LSRS Class 2
and 3). The land surrounding the Capital Region has some of the most fertile
soils in western Canada (see Figure 13 on page 38). In 2011, approximately
35,000 square kilometres were cultivated for crops and tame or seeded
pasture, with canola and wheat representing the largest cropped area in the
region (approximately 8,400 square kilometres and 7,500 square kilometres,
respectively) (see Table 6). An additional 11,000 square kilometres of land
is covered in native and/or natural area (both public and privately held lands)
and is used for livestock grazing.

Table 6: Agricultural Land Use in the North Saskatchewan Region
38

Farm Type

Area (km
)
2

Number
of Farms

% of Alberta
(Total Area)

Field Crops

27,565

11,688

28

7,456
1,138
3,663
3,944
8,397
24
2,900

3,758
2,626
3,718
6,122
4,461
123
9,120

27
32
25
27
34
11

57739

1,290

11

Tame or seeded pasture

7,022°

6,285

29

Natural land for pasture

1127441

7,892

18

1,263

10,177

29

Wheat
Oats
Barley
Alfalfa
Canola
Potatoes
All other field crops
Summerfallow

Allotherland

-

Statistics Canada. (2013).
Census of Agriculture,
Alberta, custom land use
regions. Ottawa, ON: Author.
Alberta Agriculture and
Rural Development, Statistics
and Data Development
Branch. (2013, May 02).
North Saskatchewan region
agriculture profile 2011
Census of Agriculture.
Edmonton, AB: Author.
-

ibid
40
ibid
41
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Although total farm area in the region has remained relatively constant since
1971, the land devoted to different crops has varied over time. Changes in
global commodity prices can significantly affect cropping choices made by the
region’s grain and oilseed producers, which has a direct impact on the land
area used for crops. Dryland cropping is predominant in the region with only
67 square kilometres (0.3 per cent of the total agricultural land base) under
irrigation. This irrigated land is used mostly for high-value horticultural crops.
Cereals such as wheat, oats and barley occupy the largest area for crops and
are typically grown in rotation with ollseeds, pulses (crops such as peas, dry
beans, fava beans, lentils or chickpeas) specialty crops, or perennial forages
such as timothy or alfalfa hay. The major cropping trends in the region are
an increase in area devoted to canola and pulse crops and a decrease in
summer fallowing.
42
The use of summer fallow in rotation has decreased significantly from
7,663 square kilometres in 1971 to 577 square kilometres in 2011. This is in
response to changes in farming practices, including significant increases in
the use of direct seeding technologies (e.g., reduced tiltage), broad spectrum
herbicides, improvements in soil fertility management and the inclusion of
perennial forages in crop rotation. These practices have also contributed to a
reduction in regional soil, wind and water erosion issues.
In the region, canola acreage has increased over 250 per cent from
2,375 square kilometres in 1971 to 8,397 square kilometres in 2011. This
represents approximately 34 per cent of Alberta’s total canola area.
Pulses have also experienced major growth in Alberta, increasing from just
a few square kilometres in the early 1980s to approximately 3,500 square
kilometres in 2011. Although pulse crops are commonly grown in southern
Alberta, owing to the drier and warmer growing conditions there, the region
contains approximately 19 per cent (647 square kilometres) of the province’s
pulse acreage. Pulses are considered a key growth area for the province and
are expected to increase another 10 per cent by 2022.
The region is second to the South Saskatchewan for potato production,
with seed potatoes being a particularly significant specialty crop in the
region. A desirable summer climate with long, warm days and cooler nights,
combined with cold winter temperatures that reduce the potential for potato
disease, make the region a leading producer of seed potatoes. Alberta is
the largest exporter of seed potatoes in Canada, with the province exporting
approximately 75 per cent of its seed potatoes. These are shipped to Mexico
and the U.S., particularly to Washington, Oregon and California.

North Saskatchewan Regional Plan
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Summer fallow is a
process in which the land is
left unseeded for a growing
season to improve overall
soil moisture conditions,
control pests and improve
soil fertility. Stats Canada
(2013) 2006 Census of
Agriculture, can be located
at: www.statcan.gc.ca/ca
ra2006/gloss-eng.htm#gt3O
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Livestock
Livestock are a key component of agricultural production in the region,
with about 48 per cent of farms in the region reporting livestock. The main
livestock types in the region (see Table 7 below) are cattle (beef and dairy),
hogs, poultry (including non-quota holders, egg producers and meat), sheep
(wool and meat) and horses. About one-third of the provincial total number of
horses is found in the region, particularly in municipalities within the Capital
Region. The primary equine interests in the region are focused around
recreational activities such as trail riding, showmanship, cattle penning/roping
and rodeo competition.
Table 7: Livestock Numbers in the North Saskatchewan Region (2011)
Farm Type

Livestock
N umber

Number
of Farms

% of Alberta
(Total Farms)

Cattle and calves
(including dairy)

1,128,420

6,929

32

231,980

227

26

Sheep and lambs

50,611

505

29

Horsesand ponies

42,413

4,618

31

Hens and chickens

3,789,073

895

29

Pigs

The North Saskatchewan Region is home to 6,929 beef and dairy farms, and
the abundance of grazing land and feedstock for winter feeding (hay, silage)
provides the ideal conditions for many multi-generational cattle operations.
Close to 1,600 provincial grazing dispositions (i.e., licences, leases, permits
and allotments) and 10 provincial grazing reserves on public land offer
optimal summer grazing opportunities that help maintain and promote
ecosystem function and regional biodiversity (see Table 8 on page 41).
Tame pasture is generally the long-term permanent cover used for livestock
grazing.

Statistics Canada. (2013).
Census of Agriculture,
Alberta, custom land use
regions. Ottawa, ON: Author.
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Table 8: Livestock Grazing in the North Saskatchewan Region
44

Type of Agricultural
Disposition in Region

Number

Total Animal
Unit Month
45
(AUM)

Area in
Square
Kilometres

Forest Grazing Licence

34

3,851

219

Grazing Lease

1,352

209,118

3,078

Grazing Permit

180

9,485

141

Grazing Reserve

10

71,352

703

Forest Reserve Allotment

21

12,349

2,787

Cultivation Permit

30

N/A

5

Farm Development Lease

144

N/A

96

The region’s 262 dairy farms are an important part of the agriculture
industry of the region, and dairy cow numbers (18,193 in 2011) rank a
close third behind the Red Deer and South Saskatchewan regions (31,412
and 22,717, respectively). Most of the region’s dairy operations are within
rural municipalities adjacent to the City of Edmonton. Similar to beef cattle
feedlots, dairy farms are considered Confined Feeding Operations (CFO),
and applications for their development and/or expansion are reviewed and
approved by Alberta’s Natural Resources Conservation Board (NRCB), which
has the mandate for monitoring compliance under the Agricultural Operation
Practices Act. There are more than 675 registered CFOs in the region (see
Figure 14 on page 42).46

Economic Impact of Agriculture
Agriculture is one of the main economic drivers in the region and is
considered a central economic factor in the livelihood of many rural
municipalities. Livestock and crop production contribute greatly to Alberta’s
exports and provide the foundation for a strong food-processing industry in
the region. Further economic activity is generated through a vast range of
agricultural support industries such as farm supply companies, machinery
and equipment dealerships, auction marts and grain elevators. As such, the
agricultural industry’s economic impact is far-reaching, making agriculture
important to the well-being of rural and urban communities alike. A snapshot
of agriculture’s economic impact in the region is as follows:
•

Agricultural production in Alberta, as measured by farm cash receipts,
amounted to approximately $10.4 billion in 2011; 23 per cent of this
($2.4 billion) was attributed to production in the North Saskatchewan
.
47
Region

North Saskatchewan Regional Plan

44 Department of
Alberta
Sustainable Resource
Development. (2011).
Surface activity standing
search: Detailed
descriptions. Retrieved from

Alberta Energy website:
www.energy.alberta .ca/OrgI
pdfs/ActivityStandingSearch.
pdf
45 Animal Unit Month
An
refers to the amount of
forage needed by an “Animal
Unit” grazing for one month.
This measure helps in
determining stocking rates
to produce the maximum
agricultural returns
without causing damage
to the available grassland
resources. Government
of Alberta (2007), Using
the Animal Unit Month
(AUM) Effectively; available

at wwwl .agric.gov.
ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.
nsf/all/agdexl20l.
46 confined Feeding
’A
Operation means fenced or
enclosed land or buildings
where livestock are confined
for the purpose of growing,
sustaining, finishing or
breeding by means other
than grazing, and any other
building or structure directly
related to that purpose that
does not include residences,
livestock seasonal feeding
and bedding sites,
equestrian stables, auction
markets, race tracks or
exhibition grounds.” From
the Agricultural Operation
Practices Act (2013)
47 Government of Alberta
The
(2013), Alberta Enterprise
and Advanced Education. (In
2002 dollars)
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Farm Cash Receipts (FCR) are a measure of the total value of
agricultural sales, less the value of the sale of agricultural goods between
farms. That is, FCR exclude inter-farm sales such as the sale of hay
from one farm to another farm, but would include the sale of a crop at
the grain terminal. They are measured and reported annually, however
only at the provincial level, and not by rural municipality or Land-use
Framework (LUF) region. To determine the value of FCR at the LUF
region, the per cent distribution by municipality of the Gross Farm Receipt
(GFR, the total value of all farm sales) value, as determined by the most
recent Census of Agriculture, is applied to the FCR value. This allows for
the derivation of municipal FCR estimates for each year the GFR was
not reported (i.e., the non-census years). The individual municipal FCR
values could then be rolled up to each LUF region.

•

Farm cash receipts from crop production in the North Saskatchewan
region were approximately $1 .5 billion ($908 million for canola and
$456 million for wheat) in 2011; livestock production contributed an
additional $700 million.

•

The main generator of revenue in the livestock sector is cattle, which
represented approximately $437 million in farm cash receipts in 2011, or
60 per cent of the livestock total.

•

The dairy and poultry and egg sectors, which are supply managed
sectors, had a combined farm cash receipt value of approximately
$223 million in 2011.

•

In 2012, the provincial sales value of Alberta’s food and beverage
processing industry, which includes value added from primary production,
was approximately $11.8 billion.

•

Based on 2012 annual estimates, 75,900 people were employed in
agri-food industries, representing just fewer than four per cent of the total
provincial workforce. Agriculture industries employed 56,200 workers,
while the remaining 19,700 workers were employed in food and beverage
manufacturing industries.
48

•

The agriculture sector continues to maintain or expand production of
traditional export products (i.e., wheat, canola and beef), and pursue
new domestic and international market opportunities. The major drivers
for agricultural production lie in the purchasing power and product
preferences of many key regions around the world (U.S., China,
Japan and Mexico). Specifically, in terms of export percentages for
primary commodities and value-added products, the five-year (2007 to
2011) export averages for Alberta were 48 per cent and 31 per cent,
respectively.

North Saskatchewan Regional Plan

•

Statistics Canada Labour
Force Survey (2008),
Agriculture and Rural
Development, Economics
and Competitiveness
Division, Statistics and Data
Development Branch
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Government of Alberta
ESRD (2011), Sustainable

‘°

Forest Management:
Current Facts and Statistics;

available at www.srd.
alberta.ca/LandsForests/
ForestManagementl
ForestManagement
FactsStatistics/documents/
General Boundary
CurrentFactsAndStatistics
2011.pdf
ISO, a non-government
organization, is a federation
of the national standards
bodies of 157 countries.
ISO defines itself as the
world’s leading developer
of international standards
and has a portfolio of 17,000
standards covering business,
industry and technology.
International Standards
Association (2013) What is
ISO; available at: www.iso.
org/iso/home/about.htm

5°

•

The expanding capacity of the livestock industry and productivity of the
grain, oilseed and pulse industries is a key economic opportunity in the
region. Higher production will enable Alberta to meet increasing demand
for high-quality agriculture and agri-food products, particularly from
growing markets such as Asia. Fertile soils and adequate ground and
surface water supplies in most of the region facilitate increased yield and
productivity. Beyond primary production, expansion of the agri-processing
and value-added industries is viewed as a potential economic growth
opportunity.

•

In addition to the export market, there is a growing domestic market for
direct-marketed fresh, locally grown and/or raised products in the region.
This increased demand represents one of many opportunities for the
agricultural sector through contribution to regional and/or local markets.
Demographic shifts in the age and ethnicity of populations in the region
are impacting, and will continue to impact, future demand and production.

•

A growing world population will continue to generate increased demand
for food, and changing dietary requirements and preferences will continue
to create niche markets and market demand for new and innovative
products. The region is well positioned to take advantage of these global
opportunities through its well-developed transportation infrastructure.

Although challenges exist, such as an aging farmer population, a lack of
young people entering the primary production side of agriculture, and the loss
of high-quality agricultural land to other land uses, agriculture is expected to
remain a significant industry in the region and will continue to contribute to
the region’s economy.

Forestry
Forests are an important renewable resource for our province. They provide
economic and environmental benefits to all Albertans, in addition to being a
source of recreation for local residents and visitors from afar. Government
of Alberta legislation, policies, programs and actions help ensure the forests
on public lands are healthy and productive. Alberta manages its forests by
applying the principles of sustainable forest management and responsible
stewardship.
Alberta is covered by about 380,000 square kilometres of forest
(approximately the size of Japan). The provincial government is responsible
for managing public land for timber production and other uses within the
49 In 2009, Alberta became
forested and settled areas across the province.
the first province in Canada to receive the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) 90O1° certification through its Forest Operations
Monitoring Program.
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MDP Survey #3
Agricultural Preservation
October 4 – October 29, 2017

175
Total Responses

29

Q1: The area of the County
with the best agricultural
soils for crop production is
in the east by Birchwood,
Alsike and Breton (shown in
orange). In this area,
subdivision should be
limited (1 residential
lot/quarter) unless it is for
agriculture or agri-business.
Answered: 172

Skipped: 3

30

Q2: Every quarter section should be allowed to use up to 10 acres
to subdivide any number of parcels for residential, business or agribusiness uses.
Answered: 171

Skipped: 4

31

Q3: If a quarter section is already subdivided, it should be allowed
to subdivide further regardless of quality of soil, but remain whole if
not yet fragmented.
Answered: 166

Skipped: 9

32

Q4: If a quarter section has over 50% of good agricultural land*, only 1
residential subdivision should be allowed. *Good agricultural land is
defined as over 50% of the quarter section containing Class 1 and/or 2
soils.
Answered: 167

Skipped: 8

33

Q5: If a quarter section does not have over 50% of good agricultural
land*, up to 4 residential subdivisions should be allowed. *Good
agricultural land is defined as over 50% of the quarter section
containing Class 1 and/or 2 soils.
Answered: 167

Skipped: 8

34

Q6: If a quarter section is subdivided, those lots should not impact
agricultural operations/land.
Answered: 164

Skipped: 11

35

Q7: The County should develop an Agricultural Preservation Strategy
or Township level Area Structure Plans to determine how many
parcels should be allowed out of each quarter depending on where the
land is located in the County and how valuable or viable the form of
agricultural production is in that area or Township of the County.

Answered: 165

Skipped: 10

36

