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Sincerely, 
Bart Guyon 

Reeve, Brazeau County 
 

bguyon@brazeau.ab.ca 
780-542-0999

REEVE'S REPORT

The weather is finally warming up after the deep chill 
we had this winter, and COVID restrictions are almost 
all gone. Spring is a time of renewal and hope, and I’m 
looking forward to getting back a new normal.

The Province announced its budget on February 24, and 
it is good to see the provincial government back in the 
black for the first time in seven years. As we expected, 
we will receive less in Municipal Sustainability Initiative 
(MSI) funds, about $1.3 million this year, compared to 
$3.3 million last year. Also, education taxes will go up 
1.5%. Municipalities just collect this amount and send it 
to the province; we can only control the municipal tax 
rate. Our plan is to keep the rate unchanged and to offer 
the 30% rebate again this year as long as taxes are paid 
in full by June 30. Council will continue to lobby for a fair 
deal from the Province, recognizing rural municipalities 
have unique infrastructure and budgeting needs to serve 
their residents. 

We will be discussing the County’s final 2022 budget, 
starting with a Council workshop March 1 and March 2. 
There will also be public meetings April 4 and April 8 to 
discuss and adopt the final budget.

The interim budget we passed last fall sticks with our 
customer-first and investment focus. The interim budget 
has no tax increase and a commitment to zero or minimal 
fees for permits and services. We kept the same low mill 
rate we’ve had since 2015, and invested a further $10 
million in infrastructure. The seeds previous Councils 
planted with the lowered tax rate and investment are 
paying off, with people moving to the County, and plenty 
of investment attraction.

Late last year, Council met for a workshop to set our goals, 
vision, mission, and priorities for this Council term, which 
is all captured in our 2021-2026 Strategic Plan. You can 
find it on the County Hall page of the website (click the 
green box on the right side). Speaking of the website, it 
will be upgraded this year to be even more user-friendly 
and useful for residents.

 In this issue, you can read about veterinarian Dr. Savannah 
Howse, and all about safe burning and emergency 
preparedness. I encourage everyone to also save the date 
of May 13, as Brazeau County and the Town of Drayton 
Valley host an Energy Summit at the CETC, featuring 
some of the innovative companies leading the way with 
innovative energy and environmental projects which 
have shown interest in setting up shop in Brazeau County.

The May/June issue will contain our Annual Report for the 
year 2021. Keep an eye out for that in mid-May. Until then, 
enjoy the longer days and the freedom from restrictions.

On behalf of Council and Administration, we wish you a 
Happy Easter. 
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Shawn McKerry 
Interim CAO,  

Brazeau County

DESK OF THE CAO

At the County office, Administration is working hard on 
the 2022 budget to account for the changes that have 
arisen since Council passed the interim budget back in 
December. We intend to bring forward a balanced budget 
for Council to approve in April that still upholds Council’s 
2022 commitments. 

Our Public Works team is planning and preparing several 
road upgrade projects for the upcoming construction 
season. Field Supervisors and our Human Resources staff 
are currently hiring and preparing to onboard our summer 
staff positions. Our equipment operators are out ensuring 
our roadways are clear and our fleet maintenance team 
is ensuring our equipment is running well.

Back in December and January, the volume of snow and 
the number of snow dumps mixed with the freezing rain 
made road maintenance a real challenge. We all had an 
unpleasant experience trying to traverse the poor road 
conditions. Our road crews worked really hard to stay 
afloat and very much deserved the calm that fell over 
the last few weeks. As many of the residents reached out 
asking for snow clearing support, I was very pleased to 
see the number of calls we got offering appreciation and 
thanks for the work of the road crews during this hectic 
time. Those messages were very much appreciated. Thank 
you to those who did reach out.

Council has conducted a review on the County’s snow 
clearing practices and has proposed new level of service 
policy. There is still some work that needs to be completed 
on this policy as Council has asked to align our program 
to that of Leduc County, where they strive to have the 
roads cleared in approximately 72 hours. Administration is 
looking forward to clear expectations here, for us, for the 
public, and for Council. We also welcome a performance 
target as it offers Administration the ability to report on 
our performance and justifies future service investments 
when needed.

Regardless of the snow discussion, I am very much 
looking forward to all of the snow melting away and 
things greening up this spring, followed quickly by the 
flurry of County activity underway.
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Councillors
Donna Wiltse  
Division 2 Councillor
Home:780 894-3596 
Cell: 780 898-0247  
dwiltse@brazeau.ab.ca 

Randy Swap  
Division 1 Councillor
780-542-0971
rswap@brazeau.ab.ca

Cody Brooks
Division 3 Councillor
780-898-9526
cbrooks@brazeau.ab.ca

Kara Westerlund
Division 4 Councillor
780-898-4561
kwesterlund@brazeau.ab.ca

Anthony Heinrich
Division 5 Councillor
780-696-2468
aheinrich@brazeau.ab.ca

Dallas Ekstrom
Division 6 Councillor
Home: 780-696-2065 
Cell: 780-898-9129 
dekstrom@brazeau.ab.ca

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
January 18
Herbicide Rebate Policy
Council amended the AG-3 
Herbicide Rebate Policy to raise 
the funding cap to $5,000 from 
$1,600 for each participant in the 
Herbicide Rebate Program. If after 
funds remain after September 30th, 
the Agricultural Service Board will 
review applications that reach the 
allowable maximum amount and 
distribute the remaining funds.

Arbitration Hearing 
Proceedings
Council directed administration to 
make the videos of the arbitration 
hearings in the recreation funding 
matter with the Town of Drayton 
Valley, held in December, available 
to the public. There are four videos, 
one for each day of the hearing, 
available at the Brazeau County 
YouTube page. A summary of the 
legal costs to date for the arbitration 
hearing will be presented at the 
next Council meeting.

Modeste Campground  
Public Hearing
Council held a pubic hearing 
regarding the operation of the 
Modeste Campground, and received 
residents’ input for information.

Wastewater System
Council will set aside $618,000 for 
a new wastewater system to take 
advantage of an Alberta Wastewater 
Innovative Grant, estimated to be 
more than $1.6 million.

Council also received a presentation 
from Gideon Mentie of Magna 
Wastewater Engineering Services 
regarding the company ’s 
wastewater projects.

Violet Grove Solar Array
Council directed administration to 
join the Solar Club Loyalty Program 
in order to sell excess power 
generated by the solar array set 
up at the Violet Grove Constructed 
Floating Wetlands, and to set up 
a separate account for revenue 
generated. Administration will 
also bring a proposed governance 
policy on the Solar Revenue Reserve 
Account for Council’s consideration.

Snow Removal
Council discussed the current 
snow removal service levels and 
options to supplement including 
contracting equipment, and 
directed administration to draft 
a policy for snow removal, based 

on input Council has given, to 
be discussed at the February 8th 
Council meeting. Council will also 
get a demonstration of the Track 
the Plow app at that meeting.

February 8
Berrymoor Day Use Area  
and Campground
Council passed a motion to develop 
the day use area at the Berrymoor 
Campground to complement the 
existing boat launch, at a cost of 
$57,147. The area will be managed and 
maintained as a day use area by the 
County, which will reduce unauthorized 
uses of the land.

Due to unavailability of grant funding, 
a plan to also develop a group 
campground will not proceed at 
this time.

The project will see a parking area, 
outhouse, and other improvements 
added this year. Funds for the project 
will come from the Parks Restricted 
Surplus reserves.

North Saskatchewan  
Watershed Alliance
North Saskatchewan Watershed 
Alliance (NSWA) Watershed Planning 



               5 

Coordinator Mary Ellen Shain provided 
an update on the organization’s key 
projects and the Riparian Health 
Action Plan.

RCMP Update
Staff Sergeant Erin Matthews of the 
Drayton Valley RCMP detachment and 
Staff Sergeant Dwayne Moore of the 
Breton detachment gave an update on 
crime in the region.

Drayton Valley saw a 1% increase 
in Criminal Code offences between 
October and January, compared to the 
same period in 2020. 

Over the year 2021, total Criminal 
Code offences decreased by 5%, with 
crimes against persons decreasing 6% 
compared to 2020.

In Breton, total Criminal Code offences 
were up to 205 between October and 
January from 151 in the same period 
last year. Over the year, there were 
a total of 862 total Criminal Code 
offences, a 33% increase from the 648 
in 2020.

Both detachments have received the 
results of the 2022 Policing Priorities 
survey conducted this January, and will 
use the results when setting priorities 
for the 2022 fiscal year, which begins 
April 1.

Natural Burials
Council directed staff to explore 
options to allow natural burials in 
Brazeau County. Natural burials 
often do not have a casket, and the 
deceased is not embalmed, in order to 
allow a natural and environmentally-
friendly decomposition process.

February 22
Snow Removal
Council directed Administration to 
develop a snow removal policy similar 
to that of Leduc County, setting 
priorities, minimum timelines, and 
performance indicators for snow 
clearing operations.

Congratulations!

On Valentine’s Day, Division 3 
Councillor Cody Brooks presented 
a gift to Ron and Linda Klammer 
to celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniversary. Ron and Linda are high 
school sweethearts, and have lived 
in Brazeau County for 43 years.

Support for Drayton Valley 
Community Foundation  
Street Parties
Council approved a motion to 
provide in-kind Community Peace 
Officers support to the Drayton Valley 
Community Foundation’s Street 
Parties on June 24 and August 19.

Final Budget Meetings
Council rescheduled its final budget 
meetings to April 4 and April 8 at 9 
a.m. The public is invited to attend 
these meetings.
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NOTICE OF MAILING ADDRESS CHANGE

DATE:  

NAME: 

NEW MAILING ADDRESS: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

ROLL #/UTILITY ACCOUNT#:  

CONTACT NUMBER (OPTIONAL): 

RESIDENT SIGNATURE:

With tax time approaching once again it is important 
to make sure Brazeau County has your correct mailing 
address on file. If you have moved, or changed addresses 
and have not let us know, you will not receive important 
mail from the County including tax notices, planning and 
development mail outs or utility bills. 

If you are a property owner and do not remember receiving 
a tax and assessment notice in the mail last May chances 
are the mailing address in Brazeau County’s system is not 
your most current mailing address. Without a correct 
mailing address or contact phone number Brazeau County 
has no way of contacting property owners. 

Ensuring the municipality has the correct mailing address 
is the responsibility of the property owner/resident. 
When it comes to taxes and utility bills if mail is being 
sent to an old or incorrect address it will result in penalties 

and interest being added to the account. Property owners 
should contact Brazeau County directly to update mailing 
addresses, as they are not always included on official 
documents from Land Titles. 

Moved or Moving?
Keep Your Addresses Up To Date
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NAME: 

NEW MAILING ADDRESS: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

ROLL #/UTILITY ACCOUNT#:  

CONTACT NUMBER (OPTIONAL): 

RESIDENT SIGNATURE:

Moved or Moving?

Submitting your updated  
mailing address is easy.
 

There are several ways to get the information to 
Brazeau County so we can update our records. Fill 
out the form below, take a picture of it with your 
phone and e-mail it to jgrainger@brazeau.ab.ca. 

If you prefer, you may also mail the form to us at 
Box 77, Drayton Valley, AB T7A 1R1, drop it off at our 
office during regular business hours, or use the after-
hours drop box located at the front of the Brazeau 
County Administration building.  

NOTICE OF MAILING ADDRESS CHANGE
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NAME: ________________________________________________________________________  
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  __________________________________________________________

ROLL #/UTILITY ACCOUNT#:  ____________________________________________________
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RESIDENT SIGNATURE:  _____________________________________________ 
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12          www.brazeau.ab.ca

County and Town donate truck 
to Seniors Foundation
Brazeau County and the Town of Drayton Valley were 
pleased to collaborate on the donation of a pickup truck 
to the Brazeau Foundation on February 22nd. The truck 
will be used by the Foundation for its maintenance staff. 
 
Pictured left to right are: Eric Butz, Town of Drayton Valley Council-
lor and member of the Brazeau Foundation Board; Town of Dray-
ton Valley Mayor Michael Doerkson; Stella Keller, Executive Direc-
tor of the Brazeau Foundation; Brazeau County Reeve Bart Guyon; 
and Brazeau County Councillor and member of the Brazeau Foun-
dation Board, Donna Wiltse.

2019

2020
20212018

Brazeau County has contracted Accurate Assessment 
Group for the 2018 General Assessment. As part of 
that contract, assessors have been completing the 
re-inspection process for the 2019 tax year. 

Please be aware that assessors will also be con-
ducting inspections throughout the County, per-
taining to development permits, subdivisions 
and incomplete structures. 

Assessors will be easily identifiable, as they will be 
carrying identification tags. Assessors will also be 
driving Brazeau County marked vehicles. 

 If no one is present when the assessor visits your 
property, a call back card will be left. The County 
requests your co-operation in returning calls and pro-
viding the assessors with the necessary information. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
the Taxation and Assessment Coordinator at 780-542-
7777. Additional information can also be found on 
the Brazeau County website at www.brazeau.ab.ca 
under County Hall – Corporate Services – Tax and 
Assessment Review

Assessors will be conducting 
inspections this spring

N

Assessors out in 
Brazeau County 
Assessors are once again out conducting inspections on 
properties in Brazeau County. 

Brazeau County has contracted Accurate Assessment 
Group to conduct its 2022 General Assessment. As 
part of that contract, assessors will be completing 
the re-inspection process for the 2023 tax year. The 
re-inspection area for 2022 is identified on the map above. 

Please be aware that assessors will also be 
conducting inspections throughout the County 
pertaining to development permits, subdivisions and 
incomplete structures. 

The assessors, working on behalf of Brazeau County, 
will be in vehicles identified with the Brazeau County 
Logo, and will carry identification with them when 
visiting properties. 

If no one is present when the assessor visits your property, 
a call back card will be left. The County requests your 
co-operation in returning calls and providing the assessors 
with the necessary information. 

Under section 294 (1) of the Municipal Government Act 
an assessor may enter any property for the purpose of 
carrying out their duties. Assessors may also request 
anything to be produced or to make copies of anything 
that is necessary to the inspection, and under section 
295(1) of the Act a person must provide any information 
necessary for the assessor to carry out their duties. 

An assessor must produce identification when requested, 
and must inform a property owner or occupant the 
purpose for which any requested information is being 
collected. Assessors are expected to enter a property 
at a reasonable time and attempt to provide adequate 
notice of the inspection to the resident.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
Brazeau County’s Tax and Assessment Coordinator at  
780-542-7777. Additional information can also be found 
at www.brazeau.ab.ca/county-hall/corporate-services/
tax-and-assessment-review. 

2022 2025

2023

2024

25%  
Re-Inspection Schedule 
Brazeau County
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Assessors will be conducting 
inspections this spring

N Driving is an highly complex task, as it involves operating 
a vehicle while simultaneously paying attention to traffic 
signals, other drivers and road users, road conditions, 
and weather. When a driver becomes distracted, their 
attention is diverted away from this task and this can 
have dangerous consequences. Drivers should always 
make sure to keep their eyes on the road and their mind 
on driving. 

DISTRACTED DRIVING FACTS:

• Research shows that distracted driving plays a role 
in 20 to 30 per cent of all collisions, and distracted 
drivers are three times more likely to be involved 
in collisions than attentive drivers. 

• Some studies have shown that texting impairs 
driving more than alcohol or drugs. 

• Since distracted driving legislation was introduced 
in September 2011, there have been more than 
220,000 convictions.

• 96 per cent of these convictions were for using 
a hand-held communication or electronic device 
while driving.

• Drivers can stay attentive and alert by following a 
few tips: putting their phones out of reach; keeping 
both hands on the wheel; programming GPS units, 
radio, or audio systems before driving; and pulling 
over if needed.

The recognition items for the 
Citizen Appreciation Program 
have arrived! 
Nominate someone today who has gone above and beyond to 
mow ditches and remove garbage from County public spaces 
such as ditches, right of ways, cemeteries, and park space.

Details here: www.brazeau.ab.ca/cap

That text can wait!
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Youth Sport Grant
Recognizing the importance of sports and 
recreation in our community, the Youth Sport 
Grant is available to Brazeau County youth in 
appreciation of the sacrifice and dedication of 
their sport. This grant is designed to provide 
financial assistance to local athletes under 
the age of 25 competing in championship 
competitions at the Western Canada, National, 
or International levels. Applications can be 
made before or after an event; however, any 
application made prior to the competition 
requires a report afterwards. Grants may be 
awarded up to $1,000 per applicant.

More information is available on the County 
website. County staff are also available 
to answer questions at 780-542-7777 or 
communityservices@brazeau.ab.ca.

Community Event Funding
Did you know that there is funding available to community groups 
to help with costs associated to hosting events in the community? 
The Community Event Grant is available to non-profit organizations 
quarterly with application deadlines of January 1, April 1, July 1, and 
October 1. The goal of the grant is to grow the sense of community 
while not duplicating efforts. 

Past events that have received funding include EPBR’s Fire and 
Ice Festival, the DV100, Drayton Valley 4-H Beef Interclub, etc. 
Maximum funding available per applicant is $1,000 as a grant 
or in-kind resources eg street cleaning. Organizations seeking 
Community Event Funding must meet the following criteria:

1. The organization must provide services in the County’s 
geographic area, including the Town of Drayton Valley and 
the Village of Breton, to be considered for support.

2. The organization must qualify as a nonprofit organization under 
the regulations of the province.

3. As a general rule, the County does not support grant requests 
for:

• General operating expenses, debt reduction or general or 
administrative overhead expenses.

• Events of religion-based organizations (unless the event is 
secular and does not give priority or preferential treatment 
to the religious organization or its members).

• Events of educational institutions (unless the event does not 
give priority or preferential treatment to the educational 
institutions or its members).

• Political organizations or events; commercial events; advocacy 
groups; corporations or businesses; and provincially or 
nationally-based organizations without an organized presence 
in the County.

• Organizations with an “active” grant may not apply. An “active” 
grant is a grant that has been awarded but not expended. This 
grant will not be considered “closed” until a final report has 
been received on the project or organization for which the 
grant was provided. 

More information, including an application, can be found on the 
Brazeau County website. County staff are also available to answer 
questions at 780-542-7777 or communityservices@brazeau.ab.ca.

Community Event 
Grant Deadlines

April 1 • July 1 
September 1

 
Are you a community 

organization looking to 
host an event?

Brazeau County has a 
grant program to assist 

in the costs to host 
community events.

Find out more about this 
and other grants: 

 
 www.brazeau.ab.ca/

county-hall/community-
funding/brazeau-county-

community-funding
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Applications can be completed at our office, located at 
7401 Township Road 494, between the hours of 8:00 am 
and 5:00 pm Monday through Friday, or on our website 
at www.brazeau.ab.ca/living-here/dust-control

THE COST FOR THIS SERVICE IS:

$210.00 (GST Included) for  
Rural Road Residents (200 m)

$105.00 (GST Included) for Country 
Residential Subdivision Residents (100 m)

For residents 60 and older, you receive 50% off the rates 
when you provide identification. Either show us your 
identification in-person when you apply, or attach a copy 
of your identification to your application if you’re mailing 
or emailing it to us.

Applications should be submitted before May 20, 2022. 
Full payment is required at the time of application.

Brazeau County subsidizes the cost of dust control for 
our residents.

For further information, contact the Public 
Works Department at 780-542-7777 or email  
publicworks@brazeau.ab.ca

BRAZEAU COUNTY IS ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2022 DUST 
CONTROL SEASON

DUST  
CONTROL  
PROGRAM
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Brazeau County’s Economic Development team continues 
to work hard planning our first Annual Energy Summit. 
We are partnering with the Town of Drayton Valley and 
the DV &amp; Region Chamber of Commerce to showcase 
all of the different energies and their opportunities here 
in Brazeau County. We mean all types of energy; from 
Oil &amp; Gas, Hydrogen, solar, wind, geothermal, 
reclamation, and everything in between. This will be a 
one stop shop for everything energy related.

The summit will be held at the CETC, from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.

• Starting at 9 a.m., there will be learning sessions for 
our local businesses to take in and hopefully find 
new opportunities, new contacts and new ideas in 
emerging technologies and industries. There will 
be a trade show running alongside the learning 
opportunities for more one on one conversations. 
(Keep an eye out in the mail for your invitation)

• At 1 p.m., the doors will open to the public to take in 
the huge trade show where everyone who lives within 
Brazeau County borders is invited to take part. (Keep 
an eye out in the mail for your invitation)

If you have any questions or want more information on 
the Brazeau County Energy Summit, please call

Sandra McIntosh at 780-542-7777 or email her at 
smcintosh@brazeau.ab.ca
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Whether you are looking to complete a brush pile, or have a relaxing 
evening by a backyard fire pit there are some rules and regulations you 
need to pay attention before you start.

DO I NEED A PERMIT?
A Burning Permit is NOT REQUIRED for the following:

WITHIN THE BRAZEAU COUNTY BOUNDARIES

• An approved fire pit or barbeque

• A fire within a non-combustible container provided 
by the County within a designated public park where 
burning for cooking and warming is permitted.

• A Portable appliance.

• A smudge fire in a non-combustible container covered 
with a heavy gauge metal screen having a mesh not 
larger than thirteen (13) millimetres.

• An incinerator fire (burn barrel) in a non-combustible 
container covered with a heavy gauge metal screen 
having a mesh size not larger than thirteen (13) 
millimetres.

• Any industrial or commercial type incinerator 
that is required to be licensed under the Alberta 
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act 
regulations.

• Those fires that are set for the purpose of training 
fire fighters.

WITHIN THE DRAYTON VALLEY  
TOWN BOUNDARIES

• An approved fire pit or barbecue.

• A non-combustible container provided by the Town of 
Drayton Valley within a designated public park where 
open burning for cooking and warming is permitted.

• A ceremonial Brazier.

BURNING THE PROPER FUELS
The only things that can be burned in an outdoor fire 
pit are:

• Clean (non-treated), dry wood.

• Charcoal.

No person shall place prohibited debris* into a fire  
 
*”Prohibited debris” means any combustible waste 
that, when burning, may result in the release to the 
atmosphere of dense smoke, offensive odours or toxic 
substances and includes but not limited to:

• Animal manure;

• Pathological waste;

• Non-wooden material;

• Waste material from building or construction sites, 
excluding wooden materials that do not contain wood 
preservatives;

• Combustible material in automobile bodies;

• Tires;

• Rubber or plastic, or anything containing or coated 
with rubber or plastic or similar substances;

• Used oil;

• Wood or wood products containing substances for 
the purpose of preserving wood.
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LIMITING NOISE AND SMOKE
While you may enjoy the smell of wood smoke, not 
everyone does. Some medical conditions are aggravated 
by smoke. Make sure that your fire is small and burning 
clean, dry fuels to limit the amount of smoke drifting on 
to your neighbours’ property.

SAFETY BURNING PRACTICES
A fire must not be lit when weather conditions are 
conducive for fire escaping or getting out of control. 
Owners must have a means of extinguishing the 
fire and all fire must be supervised at all times by 
a responsible adult. No one may deposit, discard 
or leave any burning material in a place where it 
may ignite and result in a fire.

CHECKING FOR FIRE BANS
Before starting a fire, check to make sure there are 
no fire bans or restrictions in your area. You can visit 
your local Town/ County or Fire Services website, or visit 
the Alberta Fire Ban website (www.albertafirebans.ca).

All other burn requests not covered will require a 
“Fire Permit”. Brazeau County requires year round fire 
permitting within its boundaries that are not regulated 
under the Alberta Forest Protection Area. You can apply 
for an online burning permit by visiting the Brazeau 
County website www.brazeau.ab.ca or the Fire Services 
website www.dvffa.com . In addition you can contact the 
Fire Services directly by applying in person or contacting 
the office by phone (780)-514-2216, during regular 
business hours.

REPORTING YOUR CONCERNS
If you have concerns about a fire pit, or any outside fire:

• Discuss the concerns directly with your neighbour.

• Record the address of the violation and a description 
of the problem if you can’t resolve it directly with 
your neighbour.

• Contact the office or the Duty officer if after regular 
business hours @ (780)-514-2216.

• Provide your name, address, phone number and 
the details of your concern in case your testimony 
is required in court.

Using proper spark 
screen devices play a 
major role in keeping 
your firepit safer.

Burning wood treated 
with preservatives is 
not allowed.

You can apply online 
for your burn permit 
as well as check 
for current fire ban 
information
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Local residents will see a familiar face and 
some familiar places this spring when 
they tune into a new docuseries show 

featuring Rocky Rapids Veterinary Clinic vet Dr. 
Savannah Howse. 

Dr. Savannah: Wild Rose Vet will premiere on the 
Aboriginal Peoples Television Network (APTN) 
and Cottage Life in the next couple of months, 
showcasing Howse’s work and volunteerism as 
a vet, and her exploration of her Métis heritage 
in Drayton Valley and Brazeau County, as well 
as Wabasca and Cambridge Bay, on Victoria 
Island in Nunavut.

Dr. Howse heard about producers looking for 
an Indigenous veterinarian to focus a series on 
though her university, and decided to put her 
name forward. The series, filmed between April 
and September last year, follows Dr. Howse as 
she carries out her practice, volunteers with 
wildlife rescue and spaying and neutering 
clinics in First Nations communities, and learns 
about her own ancestry, from which she had 
been disconnected.

It’s not reality television, says producer Shirley 
McLean. Rather, like a documentary, the 
cameras just capture Dr. Howse’s everyday life.

“Savannah is a great character,” says McLean, 
who is also president of Wapanatahk Media, 
which created and produced the series. “She 
has a shining talent, she’s fun, and has a great 
sense of humour, and she really fosters that 
animal-human bond, which you see a lot of in 
the series.”

Both Howse and McLean (who is Indigenous 
herself) wanted to highlight a successful 
Indigenous Canadian apart from the trauma 
of residential schools or other abuses, or find 
a very rare exceptional person (“like the first 
person on Mars,” Howse says) to represent 
Indigenous flourishing. They say the series 
is for everyone to laugh and cry with, and to 
learn from.

“We’re doing cool things, but we’re normal 
people,” says Dr. Howse. “Sometimes 
there’s othering [when there’s a focus on 
trauma, or being exceptional], but being 
normal, being successful doesn’t have to  
exclude Indigeneity.”

McLean says there is a lack of representation 
of successful Indigenous people doing normal 
things. “I had a fulfilling career in TV, for 
instance, but we don’t hear those stories,” she 
says. “We want to show the world Indigenous 
people are living fulfilling lives.”

And Dr. Howse certainly is. After finishing 
veterinary school in Saskatchewan, she chose 
to practice in Drayton Valley so she could 
have a mixed practice (both large and small 
animal species) and be in a rural setting with 
plenty of trees. She and her husband live in 
the southeast corner of the County, and love 
being a convenient distance from both the 
recreation areas to the west and Edmonton to 
the east. Now, she’s busy caring for animals, 
everything from cattle to guinea pigs in her 
practice, and fawns and owls as part of her 
wildlife rescue work.

ON A MISSION
New TV series follows Dr. Savannah Howse as 
she cares for animals and explores her roots
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“In a mixed practice you see everything,” she 
says, adding that’s part of what she enjoys so 
much about it. “Medical doctors have narrow 
but deep knowledge, and vets have a greater 
breadth of knowledge.”

She also volunteers with spaying and neutering 
clinics in Edmonton, and in tiny, rural First 
Nations or northern communities like Wabasca 
and Cambridge Bay. She says it’s important that 
Indigenous youth see that they can go to school, 
and then return home to their communities, 
whether as a vet, or something else.

“You can go back to that rural area and still be 
successful,” says Howse, who grew up in the 
tiny village of Beiseker, outside of Calgary, and 
notes people often associate larger centres with 
success. “You don’t have to go urban.”

The series also follows Dr. Howse as she learns 
more about her Métis heritage. Her grandfather 
tried to suppress that part of his identity, she 
says, and it is a privilege to be able to be open 
about being Métis.



               19 

“I’m secure that I won’t lose my license or my 
job,” she says. “I won’t be facing repercussions. 
Métis people are not the same as First Nations, 
and a lot don’t feel safe – if you look white 
enough, you pretend that you are.”

Dr. Howse hopes the series opens some eyes 
about the Métis, but also other Indigenous 
communities, especially their relationships 
with animals and neighbours.

“I want people to 
take away a different 
perspective on groups 
they may not have much 
contact with,” she says, 
citing Wabasca as an 
example. “There are 
different ways to live, 
and there’s this harmful 
perception that First Nations people don’t care 
about animals. There is way more to respect 
about these communities beyond the horror 
stories we hear about.”

With a background in public speaking that 
started in 4-H Beef Club – “public speech day 
is very helpful,” is her message for current 4-H 
participants – and continued through university 
as a member of the debate team, Dr. Howse said 
having a camera on her was “super awkward” 
at first, but she got used to it before too long.

“It actually takes extra skill to act naturally in 
front of a camera,” she says.

opposite page:  
Keeping pet owners up-to-date and informed 

plays a large role in animal health.  

Dr. Howse and registered veterinary 
technologist, Brooke Wildman, perform  

an examination.

right: 
An endless flow of fur, claws and teeth come 

through the clinic on a daily basis.

When the series airs, locals will be able to 
recognize sights in Drayton Valley, and may 
recognize some of the landscapes and roads 
in Brazeau County. Howse says too often rural 
Alberta is “crapped on,” and she wanted to 
show rural Alberta in a positive light.

Once air dates for Dr. Savannah: Wild Rose Vet 
are available, they will be posted to the Brazeau 
County website and Facebook page.

“It actually takes extra 
skill to act naturally in 
front of a camera...”
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The combination of bats and agriculture is not an unreason-
able partnership, but perhaps it’s not a well-known duo.  It 
seems that bats tend to gather around cattle more often than 
you may realize.  There’s a food source there for bats, but it’s 
not beef.  Bats like to eat flies, and flies certainly love to spend 
time with cattle. Besides flies, bats also enjoy a diet of moths, 
beetles, mosquitoes, spiders and other insects.  In fact, a bat 
can eat its own weight in insects each night! Bats can also be 
used as part of an integrated pest management strategy as a 
natural pesticide as opposed to chemical control.  Bats cre-
ate a “soundscape of fear” and moths, for example, can hear 
the bat’s echolocation frequency and fly away in fear, forcing 
them to lay their eggs elsewhere.  While humans cannot hear 
bats without an assisted device such as a bat detector plugged 
into a smartphone, your dogs, cats, cows and horses can hear 
them as they fly overhead.

THESEED

Bats & Agriculture 
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Consider erecting a bat house near your cattle shelters 
or along the edges of cropland and let bats take care of 
those pesky insects. Construction plans for bat houses 
can be found on the Alberta Community Bat Program 
website at: www.albertabats.ca/bathouses.  Your local 
ALUS program can also assist farmers with technical 
support, through resources and expertise, as well as 
initial cost sharing for the establishment costs for bat 
houses.

The Alberta Community Bat Program began in 2016 
when Alberta Environment turned the program over 
to the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) of Canada. 
Their www.albertabats.ca website has many resources 
including guidebooks, videos, bat profiles, a bat-report-
ing program, and what to do if you find a bat.

While some bats are migratory, Alberta has six bat spe-
cies that winter in Alberta.  Among them are the Little 
Brown Myotis and the Northern Myotis. Both are listed 
as federally endangered species due to a fungal disease 
called White Nose Syndrome (WNS).  The WNS fungus 
thrives in cool, moist environments, and grows on the 
nose of the bat, which affects them while they are hi-
bernating.  If they are woken up from hibernation, they 
use up fat stores and eventually starve to death.  The 
mortality rate of Little Brown Myotis bats with WNS is 
said to be close to 95%.  

While WNS has not been reported in Alberta yet, experts 
feel it is only a matter of time, as the disease has been 
reported in Saskatchewan and some northern states.

How Can You Help?

To create natural bat habitat on your land, consider:

1. Connectivity – create windbreaks and hedge-
rows near water sources for bat habitat.

2. Diversification – leave natural areas with plants 
that flower at various times of the season and 
various times of day – this attracts moths for 
bats to feed on. Additionally, having diverse 
crops in a 1 km2 radius will attract more bats, as 
well as different bat species.

3. Retention of habitat features – retain old trees, 
wetlands, old buildings and native vegetation 
to create great bat habitat.

Evaluate your property to be aware of potential 
threats to bats such as:

1. Sticky fly paper;

2. Chimneys with smooth sides;

3. Tall buckets or barrels (if bats can’t get enough 
lift to fly out, they have to crawl out);

4. The noxious weed “Burdock” – their little bod-
ies weigh only 8 or 9 grams (about the weight of 
a loonie), and can get stuck on burs;

5. Lighting – some are scared of lights and won’t 
cross through a lighted path;

6. Predators such as cats, owls, snakes, foxes and 
hawks; and

7. White-Nose Syndrome.

Photo of a Little Brown Myotis, as taken from:  
www.albertabats.ca/batprofiles



22

2 0 2 2  A L U S

P H O T O

C O N T E S T

E m a i l  e n t r i e s  t o :
A L U S @ b r a z e a u . a b . c a
b y  N o v e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 2

photo credit: Brandy Bundt

PHOTOS TAKEN IN BRAZEAU COUNTYPHOTOS TAKEN IN BRAZEAU COUNTY

I 

5 SUBMISSIONS PER PHOTOGRAPHER5 SUBMISSIONS PER PHOTOGRAPHER

HIGHEST QUALITY PHOTOS RECOMMENDEDHIGHEST QUALITY PHOTOS RECOMMENDED



               23 

2022 GRASSHOPPER  
SURVEY RESULTS 

– as reported by Alberta Agriculture, Forestry, and Rural 
Economic Development

Methodology

The 2022 grasshopper population map is based on 
adult grasshoppers counts conducted in August 2021 
by Agricultural Fieldmen across the province. 

The adult grasshopper counts give an indication of the 
number of individuals capable of reproduction and egg 
laying. Environmental factors can result in higher or lower 
actual populations than forecast. Individual producers 
need to be aware of the potential risks in their area and 
monitor fields accordingly and then make the appropriate 
decisions if control measures are required.

Survey findings

Peace River Region and Central Alberta

The 2021 grasshopper survey found light to severe levels 
of grasshoppers throughout most of the Peace River 
Region. Investigations in the Peace and northern portions 
of central Alberta indicate that Melanoplus bruneri was 
the most common species in 2021. Melanoplus 
bruneri (Bruner’s spur-throat grasshopper) has been 
documented as having a biennial lifecycle which has 
a profound impact on the grasshopper forecasts. The 
grasshopper forecast map for a particular year is based 
on the grasshopper count from the previous August. If 
the grasshopper population in the Peace River Region 

and northern central Alberta is following a biennial 
cycle then the grasshopper counts from 2021 indicate 
that 2022 will be a low grasshopper year followed by a 
higher population in 2023 and that 2024 will be a low 
year. Scouting in the spring is vital to confirm this on 
individual farms.

Localized factors such as light soils or south-facing slopes 
result in an elevated risk of grasshopper infestations. 
Conditions in late spring 2022 will determine the extent 
of the grasshopper problems later this growing season. 
Infestation levels in individual fields are NOT indicated 
in this forecast map.

On individual farms, particular attention should be paid 
to areas that traditionally have higher grasshopper 
populations. In addition, grasshoppers tend to lay their 
eggs near areas of green growth in the fall that will provide 
potential food sources for emerging young the following 
spring. Areas with early green plant growth such as field 
margins, fence-lines and roadsides are also areas that will 
give early indications of potential grasshopper problems.

Control measures

If insecticides are needed, note label precautions regarding 
user safety and proper application techniques and 
instructions to reduce impacts on non-target organisms. 
It is important to remember that control measures are 
intended to protect the crops from economic damage and 
are never successful in totally eliminating grasshopper 
populations. It is easier to scout and control grasshoppers 
earlier in their lifecycle rather than waiting until they are 
more mobile.
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For more information, 
contact your local ALUS 

program coordinator

Participate 
in ALUS
Are you a farmer or rancher 
with marginal land or 
sensitive ecology?
ALUS helps you establish wetlands, native 
prairie, pollinator habitat and other projects.

Over 900 farmers and ranchers have enrolled 
27,000 acres of land in the ALUS program.

Join Us!

Conservation will ultimately boil 
down to rewarding the 
private landowner who 
conserves the public interest.
Aldo Leopold

“

”

ALUS.ca

Nancy Chambers
ALUS Brazeau

Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494,
Drayton Valley, AB T7A 1R1

780 542-7777
ALUS@brazeau.ab.ca

Meeting Time: 1:00 p.m. 
Public Input  
Session: 2:00 p.m. 

March 23

2021/2022  
Agricultural Service Board:

DALLAS EKSTROM
ANTHONY HEINRICH

RANDY SWAP 
JEFF BUNDT

MIKE MUELLER
ELIZABETH SEUTTER-ROSELL

COUNCILLOR (chair)
COUNCILLOR
COUNCILLOR (vice chair)
MEMBER AT LARGE 
MEMBER AT LARGE
MEMBER AT LARGE

Agricultural Services Staff:

Manager of Agricultural Services
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman
ALUS Coordinator

Meeting time: 9:00 a.m. 
Public Input  
Session: 10:00 a.m. 

April 20 
May 18 
June 15 
July 20 
August 17 

2022 Agricultural Service 
Board Meeting Schedule

2022 ALUS PAC 
Meeting Schedule

LOCATION:   County Administration Building  
7401 – Twp Road 494, Drayton Valley

September 21 
October 19 
November 16 
December 21

DAWNIA MCCANN
AMBER KYNOCH

NANCY CHAMBERS

LOCATION: County Administration Building  
7401 - Twp Road 494, Drayton Valley
 
Meeting Time: 9:00 am

April 7
June 2
August 4

October 6
December 1
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MOUNTAIN 
PINE BEETLE

INVADING A FOREST NEAR YOU!

Mountain Pine Beetle is 
marching forward into Alberta 
and leaving destruction in 
its wake. he key to winning 
this fight is keeping the 
Mountain Pine Beetle on 
it's heels. Brazeau County is 
dedicated to making sure our 
forests don't fall victim to this 
devestating insect.

CONTACT BRAZEAU COUNTY IF YOU SEE:

RED TREES 
Clusters of mature 
Pine trees with 
red needles are 
an obvious and 
easy indicator of 
Mountain Pine 
Beetle attacks.

PITCH TUBES 
Cream coloured 
resin, which looks 
like crystallized 
honey, mixed with  
boring dust oozing 
out of entry holes 
in the trunk.

BORING DUST 
Fine sawdust 
collects in the 
bark crevices and 
around the base 
of trees from 
beetles boring 
under the bark.
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COMMUNITY



Submitted by Eagle Point-Blue Rapids Parks Council,                  

780-898-7275, www.epbrparkscouncil.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND NEWS 

Women’s Wellness Retreat 
April 2, 2022

Join us for a relaxing day at the Pembina Nordic Centre!                                        
Activities include a Yoga  Session, Guided Hike, Catered Lunch,                         

Craft Session & Forest Bathing Session. $175.
Register at www.epbrparkscouncil.org/events/womens-wellness-retreat-2022/

GLOBAL BIG DAY  
with the Eagle Point Team  

May 14, 2022

Join us for our Þfth annual Global Big Day bird count in & around our Parks - you 
can count from your backyard or join us on the tour for a full day of                      

birding & Citizen Science.  Beginners welcome!                                                                  
More info at www.epbrparkscouncil.org/events/global-big-day-2022/

Compete in this three race series on three differ-
ent trails in Eagle Point Provincial Park!  Prizes & 
medals for winning times, swag and clothing for all 
participants.  Info and registration information on our 
website at www.epbrparkscouncil.org/events/the-
eagle-trail-triple-2022/

Interested in our Outdoor & Environmental Education programs?                      
Email Kathy at outreach@epbparkscouncil.org

Call us at 780-898-7275 for info on events, trails, education programs and 
partner clubs or visit our website at  www.epbrparkscouncil.org

Parks Council 
News
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Parks Council 
News

These last two years have seen many changes at ECDC, with 
the recent provincial announcement we are excited to be 
welcoming parents back into our building. Educators are 
looking forward to seeing the children’s excitement as they 
show their parents their classroom, pictures, art, and what 
they have been learning. 

Educators are excited to be able to communicate face to face 
with parents and continuing to build on relationships with 
the families.  Staff look forward to seeing volunteers coming 
into the building and community engagement happening. 
Although parents were not able to enter the building, ECDC 
was able to place practicum students to support contained 
learning in the early childhood education field.

If your non-profit organization would like us to include any information about your group, your upcoming events or announcements, please forward your 
information to Ken  MacInnis at kmacinnis@brazeau.ab.ca  

Disclaimer: Brazeau County has the right to review, edit or reject submitted articles for inclusion into the Brazeau News. Content will be subject to space 
availability and appropriateness to the theme.
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information to Ken  MacInnis at kmacinnis@brazeau.ab.ca  

Disclaimer: Brazeau County has the right to review, edit or reject submitted articles for inclusion into the Brazeau News. Content will be subject to space 
availability and appropriateness to the theme.



28

SHANGRI-LA 
LODGE HAS 

VACANCIES!
Right Now  
is a perfect time  
to consider  
Well Senior  
Lodge Living

Come In For A Tour  
& Check Us Out!

Call for more  
information   
780-542-2712
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Children, family, relationships, and community are all 
part of our focus at Brighter Futures. Brighter Futures is a 
nonprofit organization and we strive to be a contributing 
member of Drayton Valley and surrounding areas. All of 
the programs that Brighter Futures provides are free for 
participants and provide opportunities for connections 
within our communities.

Stay, Play and Grow drop in programs are for caregivers 
and their children 0-6 years of age, they run in Drayton 
Valley, Breton, Alder Flats, Violet Grove and at the 
Easyford hall. Children are able to interact and play with 
others, get active, sing songs, make a craft, read stories 
and play games. Parents/caregivers are given a safe place 
to get out, meet people and we can provide access to 
various resources at parent’s request. 

Nutritious Beginnings is a program is for at risk pregnant 
moms with one on one support for diet, supplements, 
coupons for groceries and inquiries about pregnancy 
and beyond. 

Baby’s Essentials is designed to assist families with 
providing necessary items for their baby’s 0-12 months 
in times of hardship. We are always accepting donations 
as this program is run only with donations and grants. 
We currently have 14 clients in the Drayton Valley and 
surrounding area. 

We are also run Second Step which is a social emotional 
program for children, our focus is on preschool and 
kindergarten age children. After School program in Breton 
has been put on hold due to the COVID restrictions but 
we are hopeful that it will be up and running soon.

Brighter Futures is ran by a policy board which is 
currently in need of members. This board meets several 
times a year with minimal requirements outside the 
meetings. If you have any questions about our programs 
or you have some time and would like to volunteer 
on our board, please call 780-514-5070 or email  
manager@brighter-futures.ca. 

Drayton Valley  
Municipal Library

CONNECT WITH COMMUNITY 
FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE

Gross Week! (for Kids & Teens) 

March 28 - April  2   (Spring Break) 
10:45 am:   Monday (songs) 
      Wednesday (craft) 
      Friday (play)
      Saturday (story)
(Children under age 7 must be accompanied by an adult) 
Contactus to register for one or all activities!
vwicks@draytonvalleylibrary.ca

Family Outdoor Winter Adventures
Last month to get your journals &your prizes! 
 
WAVE OF HOPE SELFIE CONTEST 
March 1-31 (details on website)

READ THE RIDDLES HUNT (with help)
Friday, March 11 from 1-2 pm
@Discovery Park

DRAMATIC FAMILY MAD LIBS 
Tuesday, March 15 from 6-7 pm 
@Rotary Park

BOOK WALK (part of Gross Week) 
March 26-April 3 @ Little Lions Park

Movie Programs Resume in March and April. 
Check the library websites for a list of movie titles 
and show times.

3:45 pm:   Tuesday  (game) 
   Thursday  (science)

www.draytonvalleylibrary.ca 
dvml@draytonvalleylibrary.ca

780-514-2722
780-514-2790 (fax)



Contact Names and Numbers
BRAZEAU COUNTY EMERGENCY ON CALL    780-898-9901

911

Brazeau County Office 780-542-7777 Community Peace Officers

Fax Line                        780-542-7770 Steve Goodman 780-202-2271

Planning & Development  780-542-2667 Jesse Shymansky 780-202-0047

Brazeau Fire Services Other Numbers

Drayton Valley Fire Alarms 55+ Recreation Centre 780-542-4737

Breton Fire Alarms Alive 55 Program 780-514-2206

Lodgepole Fire Alarms Beehive Support Services 780-542-3113

Forest Fires 310-3473 Brazeau Foundation 780-542-2712

Breton Food Bank 780-696-3669

Other Emergency Numbers Breton Library 780-696-3740

Alberta Highways 1-888-255-5554 David Thompson Regional Health 780-542-4415

Ambulance 911 Drayton Area Food Bank 780-514-3777

Animal Control                 780-514-0372 Drayton Valley Municipal Library 780-514-2722

Crime Stoppers 1-800-922-8477 FCSS Breton 780-696-3636

Distress Line 1-800-232-7288 FCSS Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Drayton Valley Hospital 780-542-5321 Meals on Wheels 780-542-3216

Poison Centre 1-800-332-1414 Omniplex 780-514-2234

Police 911 or 780-542-4456 Parent to Parent 780-621-2849

Sustainable Resources 780-542-6616 Park Valley Pool 780-514-2225

Town of Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Brand Inspector 403-780-6202 Village of Breton 780-696-3636

Terry Hjelmeland or 403-704-5418

Community Association Contacts

Berrymoor Centre 780-514-0265

780-542-0511

Buck Creek Community Association 780-289-9303

Carnwood Country Hall Society 780-542-2378

Cynthia Rec Centre 780-542-9732

Easyford Community Hall 780-898-8385

Funnell Community Association 780-514-6546

Lindale Community Association 780-621-8564

Lodgepole Recreation Society 780 514-0262

Rocky Rapids Community League 780-542-5923

Violet Grove Community Club 780-542-7864

Whitby Community League 780-542-2729
www.whitbyhall.ca

Brazeau County  
Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 
Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1 
Phone: 780-542-7777  Fax: 780-542-7770

Transfer Station Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Violet Grove 9 - 7 9 -7 9 -5

Easyford 1 - 6 9 - 6 9 -5

Lindale 9 - 6 9 -5

Buck Creek 2 - 7 9 - 6 9 -5

Rocky Rapids 4 - 8 8:30 - 6 9 -5

Cynthia 11 - 6 9 -5

Breton 9 - 2 9 - 6 9 -5

Lodgepole 11 - 8 9 -5

Transfer Station Hours


