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Councillors
Donna Wiltse  
Division 2 Councillor
Home:780 894-3596 
Cell: 780 898-0247  
dwiltse@brazeau.ab.ca 

Heidi Swan  
Division 1 Councillor
780-515-9822  
hswan@brazeau.ab.ca 

Marc Gressler
Division 3 Councillor
Home: 780-621-1521
Cell: 780-898-2006
mgressler@brazeau.ab.ca

Kara Westerlund
Division 4 Councillor
780-898-4561
kwesterlund@brazeau.ab.ca

Anthony Heinrich
Division 5 Councillor
780-696-2468
aheinrich@brazeau.ab.ca

Sara Wheale  
Division 6 Councillor
780-514-4631 
swheale@brazeau.ab.ca

Sincerely, 
Bart Guyon 

Reeve, Brazeau County 
 

bguyon@brazeau.ab.ca 
780-542-0999

REEVE'S REPORT
As you read this, Council will be deliberating the 2021 
budget, so we can have an interim budget going into 
the new year. 

I don’t need to tell you 2020 has been a year full of 
challenges, from the ongoing downturn, the COVID-19 
pandemic, the uncertainty over the linear assessment, 
and provincial downloading of policing costs. We’re all 
hurting, and so our budget is going to focus on the basics, 
like critical infrastructure.

This was the suggestion from Minister of Municipal Affairs 
Tracy Allard, who came up with a reasonable solution to 
the linear assessment question. We were proud to be 
the first municipal officials to meet with her after her 
appointment, and gratified that she supports our made 
local solutions.

The changes to linear will cost us $733,630 in the first 
year, and that is significant, but it is not the devastating 
options that were originally being contemplated this 
summer. I think the meetings with local oil and gas and 
service sector representatives and all the letters residents 
sent in this summer made a real difference. Thank you 
to everyone who offered suggestions and made their 
voices heard. It’s by sticking together that we can stand 
up for Brazeau County and rural Alberta. We did it on 
the Bighorn proposal, and we did on linear!

Back to the basics: Minister Allard is suggesting 
municipalities do what Brazeau is doing, which is reducing 
taxes and red tape, and focusing on core services. Our 
2021 budget will reflect that ongoing philosophy: by 

leaving money in the pockets of our citizens, you can 
make your own choices on how to spend that savings.

Part of this work was changing how the County pays 
toward recreation in Drayton Valley to a per capita 
payment, instead of picking up half the bill for operating 
costs. This means we’re paying the same amount on 
average as similar sized counties to similar sized towns. 
It doesn’t mean the County does not support recreation 
or health and wellness. In fact, in the last five years, the 
County has contributed more than $14 million to Town 
services and infrastructure, and another $6 million 
for recreation in the County for County organizations, 
facilities, and events.

As I’ve said, it’s been a rough year, and we’ve all had to 
make sacrifices. But I firmly believe that if we all share 
in the pain, we may all be able to share in the gain after 
these current crises.

Keep an eye out on the County’s website and social media 
near the end of the year for my 2020 year in review video.

Merry Christmas! I wish everyone a safe and happy 
holiday season. See you in 2021!



     www.brazeau.ab.ca          3 

DESK OF THE CAO

Kind Regards, 
Jocelyn Whaley  
jwhaley@brazeau.ab.ca

(Sung to the tune of Auld Lang Syne)

Should 2020 be forgot 
And never more defined?
With COVID, Linear and police download 
We’re all a bit behind.

We’ve pulled together through it all
We should hold our heads up high
We pray for hope for 21 
And onward into time.

It has been rough with distancing 
And sanitizing wipes
With FaceTime family holidays 
And solitary minds

We’ve pulled together through it all
We should hold our heads up high
We pray for hope for 21 
And onward into time.

Hold fast to hope as midnight strikes
Be proud of all mankind
Embrace each other far or near
Leave stress and strain behind

We’ve pulled together through it all
We should hold our heads up high
We pray for hope for 21 
And onward into time.

I wish all of you a very Happy 
Christmas Season and a 
Wonderful New Year.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
October 6
Wildfire Hazard and Risk 
Assessment Report
Drayton Valley/Brazeau County Fire 
Services Chief Tom Thomson presented 
a report by Palisade Consulting Limited 
to evaluate fire threats in the region.

The report identified the Birchwood 
area as most at risk of wildfire, due 
to the road system and amount of 
forest fuels.

Another area of concern is the Sam 
Hooks Ravine area of the Village of 
Breton due to the ravine and the types 
of fuel providing a corridor for wildfire 
to spread.

Fire Services, in co-operation with the 
Birchwood Country Condo Association, 
has begun taking steps to mitigate 
some of the risks in the area. There 
have been several programs that have 
been implemented. The department 
will continue to work in association 
with and support Fire Smart initiatives 
of the Condo Association. Fire Smart 
funding could also be applied to create 
education opportunities for residents 
to learn about the fire threat and how 
to control the vegetation in the area.

A Fire Smart grant could also be used 
to develop a wildfire preparedness 
guide for the community which would 
also be beneficial in reducing the risks 
of wildfire in the Village.

Acquisition of Former  
United Church
Council directed staff to seek consent 
from the Town of Drayton Valley 
to purchase the former United 
Church located at 5029-48 Street in 
Drayton Valley.

Council has encouraged the Drayton 
Valley Library Board and Town of 
Drayton Valley to consider the 
historical building as the site of a new 
consolidated library.

The Municipal Government Act 
requires the consent of the municipal 
authority, Town of Drayton Valley 
Council, before acquiring the property.

Brazeau County would purchase the 
property for $1.

Mental Health Information
Council directed staff to provide a cost 
to produce cards with mental health 
resource information to be made 
available to the public.

The economic downturn, the COVID-
19 pandemic, and other factors have 
led to an increase in addiction and 
mental health crises in Albertans, 
particularly in the agricultural sector. 

October 20
Organizational Meeting
Council held its annual organizational 
meeting to appoint Council members 
and community members to various 
boards and committees. The 
appointments will be available in the 
County Hall section of the County 
website at www.brazeau.ab.ca. 

Council also set the 2021 regular 
Council meeting and office closure 
schedule, which can also be viewed at 
the County website.

Mountain Pine Beetle Program
Council approved the creation of 
a Mountain Pine Beetle Program, 
dependent on whether provincial grant 
funding is approved.

The County’s grant proposal includes 
funds to hire contractors to perform 
ground surveys and treatment of 
infested trees. The proposed project 
would commence in early 2021 with 
work to be completed by June 30, 2021. 

The grant is fully funded by Provincial 
monies and matching dollars are not 
required by the municipality.

Administration has received an 
increased number of reports of 
Mountain Pine Beetle within Brazeau 
County’s border in 2020, as well as 
contact from various stakeholders 
interested in the municipality 
participating in the grant program. 
In preparation, Administration has 
drafted an application in order to meet 
the October 31st submission deadline.

Kochia Bylaw 1060-20
Council gave third reading to Bylaw 
1060-20, declaring Kochia a prohibited 
noxious weed in Brazeau County. The 
Bylaw will facilitate rapid control of 
Kochia if found in Brazeau County.

Letter of Support for  
Drayton Valley Thunder
Council approved writing a letter 
of support to the Drayton Valley 
Thunder Hockey Team for their intent 
to bid to host the 2021 Alberta Junior 
Hockey League (AJHL) showcase from 
September 29-October 3, 2021.

Should the bid be successful, it is 
expected to bring 15 AJHL teams to 
the community, in addition to scouts, 
fans, volunteers, families, officials, 
and more.
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Letter of Support  
for YETI Program
Council approved a letter of support 
for the Community Futures Capital 
Region’s grant application for their 
YETI (Youth Entrepreneurship Training 
Initiative) Program. The YETI Program 
began in 2019 and provides funding, 
mentorship, and training for high 
school aged youth in the region to 
start their own business and run it over 
the summer.

In 2019, the winner of the Overall 
Best Business was a photographer 
from Breton.

Congratulations Steve! 
Reeve Bart Guyon congratulates Community Peace Officer Steve Goodman 
upon receiving his 22-year Emergency Services Award for first responders 
from the Province of Alberta.

Goodman’s past service includes 12 years as a Community Peace Officer (all 
in Brazeau County), 12 years, as an auxiliary RCMP constable, and 8.5 years 
as a volunteer firefighter. 

The recognition 
items for the Citizen 
Appreciation 
Program have 
arrived! Who will you 
nominate?
Nominate someone today who 
has gone above and beyond to 
mow ditches and remove garbage 
from County public spaces such as 
ditches, right of ways, cemeteries, 
and park space.

Details here: www.brazeau.ab.ca/cap

Did you know?
Brazeau County operates four 
cemeteries; Northend, Rocky Rapids, 
Lindale, and the newly constructed 
Lodgepole Cemetery. If you would 
like to learn more about purchasing 
a plot please contact Colin Loose at 
780-542-7777 or go to our website.

https://www.brazeau.ab.ca/cap?fbclid=IwAR3WDH4VHAGQw-08Mr4BikJF0zE4MF5k5dMHgaXfgYzdSimzn0ueoIHjv48
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Business Visitation  
Open House 
Brazeau County Economic Development hosted 
their first Business Visitation Open House on 
Wednesday, Sept 23, 2020.

All of the local businesses involved in Phase I of 
the Business Visitation program were invited to 
come to the County office to discuss the results 
of the information collected.

Councillors were on hand with our Economic 
Development team to answer any questions 
and to talk about ideas for the future.

We had some great conversations, some 
yummy doughnuts and are looking forward to 
starting Phase II.

Lest We Forget
Reeve Bart Guyon, Town 
councillors Tom McGee and 
Amila Gammana, and Wendy 
Snow, constituency assistant 
for MLA Mark Smith were 
presented with the first 
poppy at the Royal Canadian 
Legion October 29.
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Come and support the local food bank in the cram the 
cruiser event being held on: 

December 12th from 4:00 – 9:00 PM at 

Walmart in Drayton Valley 

Please bring along toys for donation to Santa’s 
Anonymous   

Let’s support our local families in need! 

CRAM THE CRUISER 
TO PREVENT HUNGER 
THIS CHRISTMAS COME AND 

SUPPORT THE 
LOCAL FOOD 
BANK IN THE 
CRAM THE 
CRUISER EVENT

DECEMBER 11TH 
4:00 PM -  9:00 PM  
AT WALMART IN 
DRAYTON VALLEY
Please bring along toys 
for donation to Santas 
Anonymous. 

Let's support our local 
families in need!

                                                   

 

 

Come and support the local food bank in the cram the 
cruiser event being held on: 

December 12th from 4:00 – 9:00 PM at 

Walmart in Drayton Valley 

Please bring along toys for donation to Santa’s 
Anonymous   

Let’s support our local families in need! 

                                                   

 

 

Come and support the local food bank in the cram the 
cruiser event being held on: 

December 12th from 4:00 – 9:00 PM at 

Walmart in Drayton Valley 

Please bring along toys for donation to Santa’s 
Anonymous   

Let’s support our local families in need! 
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Under changes to the Local Authorities Election Act, municipalities 
in Alberta will start accepting nominations for candidacy in the 2021 
Municipal Election on the first business day of year. 

Those wishing to file nomination papers to become a candidate may 
submit completed nomination papers between January 4, 2021 and the 
close of nominations at 12 p.m. on September 20, 2021. 

2021 ELECTION  

Councillor – Division 4 
Councillor – Division 5 
Councillor – Division 6

BRAZEAU COUNTY WILL BE ACCEPTING  
NOMINATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING 

ELECTED POSITIONS:

Reeve

Councillor – Division 1 
Councillor – Division 2 
Councillor – Division 3

NOMINATION PAPERS MAY ONLY BE FILED FOR ONE OF THE 
AVAILABLE POSITIONS. 

NOMINATIONS  
ACCEPTED  
STARTING JANUARY 4
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IN ORDER TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR NOMINATION FOR ELECTION 
A PERSON MUST:

• Be eligible to vote in the municipal election

• Have been a resident of the jurisdiction (Brazeau County) for the position of 
Reeve, or the Division for the position of Councillor, at least six months prior 
to the close of nominations on September 20, 2021 at 12 p.m.

• Must not have any outstanding taxes owing to the municipality, or be 
indebted to the municipality exceeding $500 and in default for more than 
90 days. 

*For complete eligibility requirements refer to the Local Authorities Election 
Act Section 21 and 22*

It is a candidate’s responsibility to be aware of all requirements under 
the Local Authorities Election Act. Copies of the Act are available 
online through Alberta Queen’s Printer (qp.alberta.ca) and hard copies 
will be available at the Brazeau County Office as of December 1, 2020. 

IN ORDER TO BECOME A CANDIDATE FOR THE MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION AN ELIGIBLE PERSON MUST SUBMIT THE 
FOLLOWING AS PART OF THEIR NOMINATION PAPERS:

• Nomination form 

• Five signatures of people eligible to vote in the election from the division in 
which the person is running

• A sworn or affirmed statement confirming the person’s eligibility to run

• A form with the candidate’s contact and campaign information

*All required forms will be available at the Brazeau County office and online 
once they have been provided by Alberta Municipal Affairs*

Complete candidate information packages for Brazeau County will 
be available at the Brazeau County Office as of February 1, 2021. 
Requests for a digital package may be made to Courtney Whalen 
at cwhalen@brazeau.ab.ca or 780-542-7777. General inquiries may be 
made to CAO Jocelyn Whaley at jwhaley@brazeau.ab.ca or Courtney 
Whalen at cwhalen@brazeau.ab.ca or 780-542-7777.

mailto:cwhalen@brazeau.ab.ca
mailto:jwhaley@brazeau.ab.ca
mailto:cwhalen@brazeau.ab.ca
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Brazeau County has always 
been a vocal advocate for 
shopping local and having a 
business friendly environment 
in our industrial parks and 
business in our communities. 

Shopping local is so important, but 
even more so in rural Alberta. Did you 
know that over 90% of companies in 
rural Alberta are small businesses? 
These businesses are our neighbours, 
our hockey coaches, and our team 
sponsors that help pay for jerseys 
and equipment for our kids. These 
business owners and employees are 
dedicated to the success of not only 
the business, but also the community 
as a whole. 

The Importance of 
Shopping Local

Did you also know that when you 
purchase goods and services at a 
locally owned business, more money 
is kept in the community? It truly is. 
Local businesses also shop locally 
for their parts, equipment, services, 
and agriculture. This creates jobs, 
This supports entrepreneurs, and 
this is a huge part, and this is a huge 
part of building a great community! 
More families want to move here, 
more small businesses come here 
to open and Brazeau County grows 
and grows. 

It really is this simple. If each 
of us just change one purchase 
from on-line to a buying at a local 

business, we could fuel the growth 
and health of our community. Each 
of our small businesses have invested 
in our community, it is our turn to 
reciprocate by investing our dollars 
in support of local small businesses. 
This is a win / win for everyone!

So, please, take a moment and stop 
by one of the local businesses in 
Brazeau County. You are not just 
buying the products you need; you 
are supporting your community and 
becoming a local hero!

Keep an eye out for our Economic Development team, 
as they will be “Out & About” checking in on our locally 
owned businesses and highlighting what they have going 
on in Brazeau County. If you would like Sandra and Melissa 
to drop by your business, give them a call at 780-542-7777.
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For 
every $100 SPENT  

LOCALLY 
IS INFUSED INTO  
THE LOCAL ECONOMY$68

WHEN YOU LEAVE THE COMMUNITY 
TO PURCHASE GOODS AND SERVICES, 

OF THAT MONEY LEAVES 
YOUR COMMUNITY100% 

OVER
OF COMPANIES IN RURAL 
ALBERTA ARE SMALL 
BUSINESSES90%
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Collision Locations Highlighted
At the September 15, 2020 Council 
meeting, Drayton Valley/Brazeau 
County Fire Services Chief Tom 
Thomson provided a report on 
the most common areas for motor 
vehicle collisions in the County from 
2009-2019, and found the largest 
number of collisions primarily occur 
on provincial highways. Highway 22 
around the bridge shows the highest 
volume of collisions, followed by the 
intersections on Highways 22 and 39 
and Highways 39 and 20.
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JUST THE FACTS:  
HOW BRAZEAU COUNTY SUPPORTS 
THE LARGER COMMUNITY

Contributions to Drayton Valley (2015-2020)

$14,383,074.32  
Total including money set aside for new aquatic facility

Brazeau County provides and prioritizes  
the following essential services:
• Road construction and maintenance
• Water and wastewater services
• Transfer stations
• Agricultural services
• Fire services

• Community Peace Officers
• Land use services

PROJECTS INCLUDE:
• Curling Rink - Pipe Header Repairs
• Omniplex Refrigeration Compliance
• Tennis Court/Pickle Ball Overlay
• Splash Park Resurfacing
• Omniplex and Park Valley Pool  

Roof Repairs
• Ball/Soccer/Rugby
• Park Valley Pool Improvements
• Omniplex Dressing Room Addition
• MacKenzie Centre New Sound System
• Net Zero Pool Study

• Rescue Pumper Truck - 
Station 3

• Thermal Imaging Camera
• Omniplex
• Curling
• Fitness Centre
• MacKenzie Conference 

Centre
• Park Valley Pool
• Parks 
• Splash Park
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Challenges facing Brazeau County
• Provincial downloading of policing costs  

($105,163 paid in 2021 for the 2020 year, rising to $636,059 a year by 2023)
• Provincial changes to linear assessment  

(a loss of revenue of at least $733,630 in the first year)
• Outside economic factors (price of oil, COVID-19 pandemic)

Contributions to Breton (2015-2020)

$3,191,577.80  
Total including money for new community centre

Contributions to other organizations (2015-2020)

$2,356,496.40 

PROJECTS INCLUDE:
• New Community Hall
• Ball Diamonds
• Centraplex (Dance Studio)

PROJECTS INCLUDE:
• Libraries
• Community Halls – Operating
• Community Halls – Capital
• Cemetery – Operating
• Cemetery – Capital
• Seniors/Disabled/Public Transit

• Recreation
• Cultural
• Insurance
• Community Events
• Community Events – In-Kind
• Youth Sport 

• Skating Rink
• Soccer
• Community Hall
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RECREATION MATTERS  
TO BRAZEAU COUNTY

$6,141,702.36*
 

Recreation funding excluding intermunicipal recreation funding (2015-present)  
Not included is $999,066.55 in funding to community halls

PROJECTS INCLUDE:

Horse Trails - $10,929.86 

Pembina Nordic Ski Club - $104,861.00 
Parks and Recreation - $4,614,976.00
• Outdoor Rinks (Drayton Valley, Rocky Rapids)
• Playgrounds  (Violet Grove, Countrystyle, Birchwood, Pih-To-Kwe)
• Lindale Rodeo Grounds
• Campgrounds  (Easyford, Modeste, Willey West, Pih-To-Kwe,  

and Lodgepole) 

Brazeau Sports Park - $1,021,204.00
Brazeau Gymnastics - $40,103.59
Evergreen Shooting Club - $270.00
Drayton Valley Ski Hill - $3,037.00
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Eagle Point Blue Rapids Parks Council 
Development - $13,125.00 
Drayton Valley &  District  
Agricultural Society - $10,305.00 
Youth Sport Grants - $7,560.32
Community Organization Grant funding for 
areas of Culture, recreation, insurance, and 
transportation - $214,265.90
Community Events - $101,061.69 
ORGANIZATIONS BENEFITED INCLUDE: 

• Alberta Trappers Association
• Brazeau Gymnastics Club
• Breton FCSS
• Brighter Futures Family  

Resources Society
• Community Scholarship  

Trust Society
• Drayton Valley 4-H  

Beef Interclub
• Drayton Valley Ag Society
• Drayton Valley Brazeau  

Snow Club
• Drayton Valley Dance
• Drayton Valley  

Fine Arts Society
• Drayton Valley Fire Services -  

2020 AFFCA Bonspiel
• Drayton Valley Health  

Services Foundation
• Drayton Valley Horse Club

• Drayton Valley Paddling Club
• Drayton Valley Pro Rodeo
• Drayton Valley Triathlon
• DV Community Foundation
• Eagle Point Blue Rapids  

Parks Council
• Hearts and Hands Quilt Guild
• Lions International Club of  

Drayton Valley
• Montreal Canadiens Alumni  

Hockey Game Committee
• Pembina Regional Aerodrome  

Association - Drayton Valley
• Rotary Club of Drayton Valley
• Safari Club International -  

Drayton Valley Chapter
• The Golden Spur Gymkhana
• University of Alberta
• Urban Bulldogs Against  

Kids Abuse 

*May include grant funding.
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Finding 
treasure in the 
small things
Brazeau County may not have gold nuggets, but 
it’s full of treasure for Nicholas Knight. 

The Alsike resident used to pan for gold on 
Vancouver Island, but since moving to the area, 
he’s found plenty of valuables: coins, jewelry, 
and even toy cars. 

“Curiosity is why I do it,” says Knight, who 
moved from the island five years ago. “You’ll 
never know what you’ll find.”

Using a metal detector, Knight scours 
Brazeau County and the region where 
he knows people used to congregate.      
He searches for old maps of the area to help 
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Previous pages: 
Nicholas Knight 
sweeps his metal 
detector across the 
ground at an old 
homestead near 
Lindale.

Nicholas Knight and 
Angus Mclean dig 
to find the source 
of a beep from the 
metal detector.

A selection of some 
of the items found.

pinpoint the locations. Once he’s there – with 
the landowners’ permission - the metal detector 
will tell him the approximate depth of a buried 
metal object, and the minerals present in the 
scan area. Wet ground scans better than dry. 
This is a far cry from the metal detectors of old, 
which had no computerized displays and would 
just beep when metal was detected.

“Based on the readings, I can tell what I’ll find 
before I dig,” he says. “For instance, a ‘91’ on 
the metal detector means I know right away 
it is a silver coin – metal detectors are getting 
pretty intricate, for sure.”

His best find to date is a 1909 10-cent piece, 
which he found just a foot away from a 5-cent 
coin from 1913, while searching the park in 

Breton. Six feet away from those, he found a 
coin from 1912.

“People used to tie their horses to the trees 
there to go grocery shopping there,” Knight says. 

He uses a sod knife to dig up his finds, ensuring 
the grass stays intact, and aims to make it so 
he leaves an area as he found it. 

On top of the thrill of discovery of relics, 
Knight enjoys explaining metal detecting to 
the people who stop to see what he’s doing and 
ask questions, and he’s even got a few family 
members buying detectors and seeing what 
they can find.

He’s got his eyes on a spot in Breton when 
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Above: With 
patience and 
perseverance, the 
site slowly reveals 
its history.

Left: Mystery parts 
and rusty nails are 
common finds. 

he resumes detecting next summer, and he’s 
optimistic about his chances to dig up more tiny 
treasures. Most of the silver coins he’s found 
have been in Breton, and Brazeau County has 
more than a dozen historical school sites.

And while he hasn’t been asked yet to help find 
missing treasures like lost rings, he is open to 
those requests.

“It would feel good to do that, to help people 
find something precious to them,” he says. ”I 
would love to help people out.”

Knight can be contacted at  
nick.knight88@hotmail.com.
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THESEED

O
n May 20th, 2020, Honourable Devin Dreeshen, Minister of 
Agricultural and Forestry, signed Ministerial Order 003/2020, which 
removed Fusarium graminearum (FG) from the Pest and Nuisance 
Control Regulation AR 184/2001. Brazeau County’s Agricultural 
Service Board and Council is currently reviewing their Fusarium 
policy in order to bring it in line with current circumstances.

Update on 
Fusarium 
Headblight in 
Alberta

The Alberta Seed Processors (ASP) has announced, with 
funding from the Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP), 
they will be studying FG in Alberta over the next three 
years in order to better understand how farmers can 
manage, control, and prevent the disease. The project 
will work with three Alberta seed labs to gather data and 
analyze that data to build on-farm FG management plans.

Why you need a plan

FG is a seed-borne pathogen. Infected seed or feed, along 
with infested crop residues such as straw, represent the 
greatest risks of introducing or spreading FG within 
areas of Alberta where the pathogen is not commonly 
found Fusarium headblight impacts both grain and 
livestock producers.

FG produces mycotoxins, including deoxynivalenol (DON) 
and zearalenone. The presence of these mycotoxins 
reduces the marketability of grain.

• Livestock and poultry are susceptible to DON. 
Zearalenone has estrogenic effects, and depending 
on the concentration, ingestion can result in 
reproductive dysfunctions.

• Lightweight, shrivelled, fusarium-damaged kernels 
(FDK) may contain high concentrations of DON. Levels 
as high as 30 parts per million (ppm) in wheat and 
barley have been detected in other provinces.

• In non-ruminants, such as hogs, contamination of 
feed grain with as little as 1 ppm of DON can result 
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Agricultural Service 
Board Members 
2020/2021

Heidi Swan  
Councillor

Sara Wheale  
Councillor

Donna Wiltse  
Councillor

Cody Brooks  
Member at large

Dallas Ekstrom  
Member at large

Mike Mueller  
Member at large

Agricultural Services  
Staff Contacts

Dawnia McCann 
Manager of Agricultural Services 
DMcCann@brazeau.ab.ca

Corbyn Pankonin 
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman  
& ALUS Coordinator 
CPankonin@brazeau.ab.ca

Nancy Chambers 
Agricultural Technician 
NChambers@brazeau.ab.ca

in reduced feed consumption and, consequently, a 
reduction in growth. At concentrations of 5 ppm or 
more, feed refusal can occur. Young pigs are more 
susceptible to the effects of DON. 

• Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada guidelines for 
acceptable feed are 1 ppm of DON for swine, dairy 
cattle and horses, and 5 ppm for beef cattle, sheep 
and poultry.

• The presence of compounds associated with DON 
will also affect the production of beer. Most malting 
companies now have a zero tolerance for DON and 
test for it before purchasing grain stocks.

• Bread making is also affected by the fungi-forming 
DON. Flour changes colour and the bread does not 
rise normally. The baking process does not destroy 
DON.

• The presence of DON in food products is increasingly 
being regulated, and tolerance limits have been 
established in many countries.

• Several methods, both chemical and physical, have 
been studied as potential methods of detoxifying 
DON. Unfortunately, there is no easy, economical way 
to reduce the toxicity of the mycotoxin-contaminated 
kernels.

How Brazeau County can help

• Free fusarium tests – Up to two free tests per farm.

• Provide information – Call us if you have questions 
on how to identify, test for, prevent, and/or manage 
fusarium on your farm.

• Alberta Fusarium graminearum Management Plan 
– Call us for a free copy of the plan

Next meeting: December 
16th, 2020 9 a.m. with 
public input at 10:00 a.m.

Please contact the 
County Office if you 
would like to attend the 
ASB meeting virtually 
1-780-542-7777



As changes in climate affect agricultural 
practices, it presents both a challenge and an 
opportunity for communities to enhance their 
adaptive capacity. Brazeau County recognizes 
the importance of moving toward a safe, 
prosperous and resilient future with respect to 
climate change—points which are highlighted 
in the County’s Climate Resilience Express 
Action Plan. 

In addition to the Climate Action Team, Brazeau County has 
partnered with the University of Alberta’s Sustainability 
Scholars Program on the Adaptation Resilience Training 
(ART) project.

The ART project is a cost-shared initiative supported by 
Natural Resources Canada’s Building Regional Adaptation 
Capacity and Expertise (BRACE) Program and the 
Government of Alberta. The goal of the project is to 
build the capacity of professionals to address climate 
change impacts in four key areas:

• Community Planning

• Water Management

• Infrastructure, and

• Agricultural Business

Training materials are currently being developed with input 
and guidance from experienced Alberta-based experts 
to address Alberta’s unique climate risks and adaptation 
issues. This includes an advisory group of agriculture 
experts assisting in identifying key topics of importance 
for Alberta’s agriculture and agri-food industry. 

The larger province-wide training will help agriculture 
professionals who work with primary producers 
understand how to access and use relevant climate 
data, conduct vulnerability and risk assessments, 

prioritize risk and adaptation actions, and make climate 
considerations part of their business planning and 
decision-making. The goal of the training is to have a 
shared understanding within the agricultural sector about 
available information and processes to build resilience 
and manages risks and uncertainty. 

Specific to Brazeau County, the project included the 
recruitment of a University of Alberta graduate who is 
currently working with County’s adaptation initiatives so 
they can gain real-world experience addressing climate 
change issues. 

The Project Assistant is working with the Agricultural 
Services Department to address various climate change 
initiatives. Specifically, the Project Assistant is researching 
how climate change affects the agriculture industry 
within Brazeau County and will provide both mitigation 
and adaptation strategies for these impacts, while 
also maximizing the opportunities for the agricultural 
community. Broadly speaking, the Project Assistant will:

• Analyze climate change projections for Brazeau 
County and how these projections may impact 
Brazeau County’s agricultural producers, 

• Identify and provide high-level recommendations on 
crops suitable for future climate within the County, 
and

• Develop an education program for local farmers on 
how climate change may impact their operations.

The project began in August and will conclude in early 
February and Brazeau County is looking forward to 
sharing the findings of this project with the residents of 
our community and the province-wide project leaders. 

Brazeau County introduces the 
ADAPTATION RESILIENCE PROJECT
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Beef Cattle Research 
Council 2020/2021 

WEBINAR SERIES
Sign up at www.beefresearch.ca/resources/webinars/webinars-overview.cfm

 December 2  
REPRODUCTIVE FAILURE IN THE BEEF HERD:  
Causes, Effects and When  
to Intervene

 January 13  
MEETING YOUR PRODUCTION GOALS:  
Records for Animal Health  
and Performance

 February 17  
BREEDING GOALS:  
Practical Genetics for  
Beef Production

 March 24 
RECORD KEEPING FOR FORAGE AND  
GRASSLAND MANAGEMENT
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The Brazeau County Public Works Department 
is responsible for the removal of snow on all 
municipal roads. In addition to this compulsory 
service, a user-pay program to remove snow 
from private driveways has been in place for 
several years.  This program excludes hamlets.
Residents must sign an agreement form available at the 
Brazeau County office.  An existing agreement may be 
updated by phone.  No private property will be entered 
without a signed agreement.

The first clearing will be provided at no charge.  All 
subsequent clearings will be at $60.00 /hour,  or portion 
thereof, with a minimum charge of $20.00.  Residents 
will be invoiced for such charges.  It is Brazeau County’s 
policy to discontinue services to accounts remaining 
outstanding.

Driveway snow clearing does not involve custom snow 
clearing of yards.  It involves a pass in and out on the 
driveway.  If custom clearing is required, the resident 
should make arrangements with private contractors.

The sign issued when an agreement is completed must 
be placed at the end of your driveway, numbers facing 
the road only when you require snow removal.  At 
all other times, the sign should be turned so numbers 
are not visible or it should be removed.  This will avoid 
unnecessary snow removal for which you will be charged.

Exemptions:  Exemptions over and above the standard 
one plowing at no cost is being offered to households 
where an able-bodied individual does not reside on the 
premises. More specifically, this could apply to seniors 
(who live alone on the property), disabled or mobility-
challenged individuals, and widows who cannot carry 
out the work themselves. Individuals must sign the 
declaration stating their eligibility.

Emergency Access:  Individuals who require emergency 
access must make their own provisions.  Main roads 
are of a higher priority than private driveways and are 
a mandatory responsibility of this municipality.  Private 
driveway maintenance will be of no value if major 
roadways are not passable for emergency vehicles.

Private Contractors: There are private contractors who can 
be contacted regarding driveway maintenance.  If you 
require immediate snow clearing of driveways, please 
contact one of these businesses.

If you have concerns or work requests related to snow 
removal, the private driveway maintenance policy, or 
wish to discuss this subject in greater detail, please 
contact the Public Works Department at 780-542-7777. 

REMEMBER:
WINTER CONDITIONS REQUIRE SAFE 
WINTER DRIVING PRACTICES
PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY AND IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH ROAD CONDITIONS
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Community 
Connection

Brighter Futures Family Resource 
Society is happy to announce 
that we have started our 

children’s drop in programs for 
caregivers and their children ages 0-6. 

All of our programs are free and 
run from 10:00am -11:30 am. Our 
program locations are as follows; 
Tuesdays: Breton Faith Evangelical 
Covenant Church, Wednesdays: Alder 
Flats Community Center and Drayton 
Valley Scouts Hall and Thursdays: 
Violet Grove Hall. 

We are practicing COVID 19 protocols 
to provide a safe and fun outing for 
you and your family. We would like 

to extend a warm welcome to our 
new Program Coordinators: Conny 
and Maggie, the newest members of 
our Brighter Futures team. Come and 
meet our new Program Coordinators 
at our programs!  

Brighter Futures continues to run 
the Nutritious Beginnings program 
for pregnant moms that could use 
some guidance with having a healthy 
pregnancy, healthy eating and 
relevant information. 

Baby’s Essentials assists families with 
a baby 0-12 months old, providing 
necessary items for their baby’s 
needs in times of hardship.    

The Basic Shelf helps families, seniors 
and participants with a one- time 
hamper that includes a Basic Shelf 
Cook Book and all the ingredients to 
help make cost effective but nutritious 
recipes. 

If you would like to learn more about 
our programs please call Brighter 
Futures at 780-514-5070.

Friday, November 27, 2020  - Clean Energy Technology Centre Drayton Valley

5:00 ~ 9:00 PM - Free Admission
This year’s Festival of Trees is designed for families, friends, couples, and 
co-workers to wander through and bid electronically on decorated trees, silent 
auction items, and enjoy the door prizes, raffles, and refreshments.  

Social distancing protocols will be in effect
Don’t forget to get your photos with Santa on his sleigh
For more information contact Colleen  780 621-4914
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SENIORS DIGITAL
CONNECT PROGRAM

THIS GRANT IS SUPPORTED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA'S EMERGENCY COMMUNITY

SUPPORT FUND AND DRAYTON VALLEY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION.

Providing digital skills tutoring and devices for
isolated seniors in Drayton Valley.

CONTACT US
4743 - 46 Street (Rotary House)

Drayton Valley, AB
Phone: 780-542-3373

www.dvcommunitylearning.ca

facebook.com/dvcommunitylearning

#ESCFUND 

have internet access at home or are willing to install,
have limited digital skills, and
are isolated due to COVID-19.

This  new program will allow us to offer Basic Digital skills instruction
virtually, as well as provide a number of seniors with an appropriate
device to access online learning opportunities, support and resources
due to COVID-19 isolation.

We are taking applications from seniors who are in need of an iPad or
Chromebook to connect with family and friends or access information
online, and;

You must fill out an application to be reviewed by a selection
committee. Preference will be given to those who do not have a
device in their household suitable for online access. A limited number
of iPads/Chromebooks available.

U S E  S O C I A L  M E D I A

P E R F O R M  B A S I C  I N T E R N E T

S E A R C H E S

T A K E  C A R E  O F  Y O U R  D E V I C E .

C O N N E C T  W I T H  F A M I L Y  A N D

F R I E N D S  O N L I N E

A P P L Y  F O R  O U R  P R O G R A M

T O D A Y !

L E A R N  H O W  T O :

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We are looking for a number of tutors (or family/caregivers) to work with
our seniors virtually, to help them learn how their device works, how to use
social media, perform basic information searches, and how to stay safe
online.  If you are able to spare some time to help a senior, please send a
volunteer application in to our Coordinator!  We can provide resources and
some training.  

Call 780-542-3373 and ask for Cheryl.
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Early Childhood 
Development Centre

Time with Santa $20.00

Virtual Visit with Santa Don’t miss 
out on the annual visit with San-
ta Create special memories with 
your children with a facetime call 
from Santa Call our office to book 
780-621-4914

Story Time with Mrs. 
Claus $20.00

There is something wonderful 
about being    read a story, and a 
story told by Mrs. Clause   is even 
more special. Book your appoint-
ment for virtual story telling by 
calling our office Call our office to 
book 780-621-4914

Online Auction

Tour the Festival at the CETC im-
mediately prior to or after the 
Chamber Light-Up Parade Our 
elves will be happy to guide you 
through the Christmas Trees and 
silent auction items online and 
bid until Sunday November 29 at 
noon.

Catch a QR code at the Festival to 
simplify bidding.

The Early Childhood 
Development Centre has 
partnered with FCSS and 
put together a camping 
and outdoor explorer kit.  
The children and their 
families will use this kit 
to complete tasks which 
they will document in 
their nature journal.  They 
will have the ability to 
explore our wonderful 
community throughout 
the upcoming year by 
participating in scavenger 
hunts and checking out the 
many wonderful parks and 
trails.  There is also a tent 
included in the kit which 
children and their family 
will have the opportunity 
to get closer to nature and 
sleep under the stars. 

Breton Agricultural Society operates the 
Breton Community Centre (while the new 
hall is still being built). We would like to 
take this opportunity to let the community 
know that we are open for any functions 
that you may want to hold.

We have taken steps for your safety by 
providing covid-19 safety supplies as well 
as following all AHS protocols in limiting the 
number of attendees for functions.

If you are interest in renting the community 
centre please go to our web page 
bretonagsociety.com and fill out rental 
agreement online or you can contact us at  
780-696-3561.
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Submitted by Eagle Point-Blue Rapids Parks Council 

2020 PUMPKIN WALK - The Aim for Success/EPBR Pumpkin Walk was a great 
success with close to 400 people exploring the Jack-o-Lantern strewn Rotary-
Pembina Community Trails.  We’d like to thank the volunteers who donated carved 
pumpkins for our 2020 Pumpkin Walk!  A big shout out to the Town of Drayton 
Valley for providing a Community Events Grant, too! 

SUBSCRIBE TO EAGLE POINT NATURE NEWS - Our free newsletter is brimming 
with outdoor ideas for families and kids including learning links, puzzles, events, 
nature information and more!  Visit our website to subscribe at 
www.epbrparkscouncil.org/subscribe/.   
Download back issues at www.epbrparkscouncil.org/nature-news-issues/ 

OUTDOOR & ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS!  We offer over 20 
different programs for kids, youth, families and adults.  Some of our programs are 
curriculum linked while some are just designed to encourage the exploration of our 
natural world.  Check out our catalog of ready made programs or request a custom 
program to suit your organization’s needs.  Download the catalog at 
www.epbrparkscouncil.org/learn/environmental-education/.  Education enquiries? 
Email Kathy at outreach@epbparkscouncil.org 
 

BOOK YOUR EVENT AT THE ROTARY-
PEMBINA OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
CENTRE! This modern facility includes 
main ßoor, lower level and large deck. A 
scenic, wooded setting for your private 
function this winter!  The Centre is part of 
the Pembina Nordic Facility.  Enjoy the 
trails while you’re there! 
Contact sandra@epbrparkscouncil.org or 
book online at 
www.epbrparkscouncil.org/outdoor-
education-centre/ 

Parks Council 
News
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Submitted by Eagle Point-Blue Rapids Parks Council 
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Parks Council 
News For Children Ages 10 - 14 Years Old

To register contact Carmen at Elevated Experience Camping 780-515-1007

Outdoor Fun and Education!

What’s Included:
• Lunches and 2 snacks each day
• DIY Tin Can Stove
• DIY Water Purifier
• DIY Survival First Aid Kit 
• Primitive Fire Making Tool
• Orienteering Compass
• Whistle

What to Bring:
• Layers of warm clothing
• Water bottle
• Mittens, Gloves, Scarves, togues
• Change of clothing
• Back Pack
• Scibbler and pen/ pencil
• Proper winter boots

What your Child will learn:
• How to create clean water in the wilderness
• Winter outdoor cooking ideas/ techniques
• Basic Survival First Aid
• Fire building without lighters
• Mapping/ Navigation and Orienteering
• Building a winter shelter 
• Different Rescue Signalling 

December 27-31, 2020 9-5pm Cost: $225.00
Need something to do in January, Join us for Mini Survival Weekends

January 9-10 –  9-5 pm Survival Water, Food & First Aid & Mapping/ Navigation & Orienteering
January 16-17 – 9-5 pm Survival Water, Food, Survival Fire building Winter Shelters
January 23-24 – 9-5 pm Survival Water, Food &First Aid & Mapping/ Navigation & Orienteering
January 30-31 – 9-5 pm Survival Water, Food, Survival Fire building Winter Shelters

All mini camps are $90.00 per weekend
Camp Located at Willey West Campground

If your non-profit organization would like us to include any information about your group, your upcoming events or announcements, please forward your 
information to Ken  MacInnis at kmacinnis@brazeau.ab.ca  

Disclaimer: Brazeau County has the right to review, edit or reject submitted articles for inclusion into the Brazeau News. Content will be subject to space 
availability and appropriateness to the theme.
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Scribbler



Contact Names and Numbers
BRAZEAU COUNTY EMERGENCY ON CALL    780-898-9901

911

Brazeau County Office 780-542-7777 Community Peace Officers

Fax Line                        780-542-7770 Steve Goodman 780-202-2271

Planning & Development  780-542-2667 Jesse Shymansky 780-202-0047

Brazeau Fire Services Other Numbers

Drayton Valley Fire Alarms 55+ Recreation Centre 780-542-4737

Breton Fire Alarms Alive 55 Program 780-514-2206

Lodgepole Fire Alarms Beehive Support Services 780-542-3113

Forest Fires 310-3473 Brazeau Foundation 780-542-2712

Breton Food Bank 780-696-3669

Other Emergency Numbers Breton Library 780-696-3740

Alberta Highways 1-888-255-5554 David Thompson Regional Health 780-542-4415

Ambulance 911 Drayton Area Food Bank 780-514-3777

Animal Control                 780-514-0372 Drayton Valley Municipal Library 780-514-2722

Crime Stoppers 1-800-922-8477 FCSS Breton 780-696-3636

Distress Line 1-800-232-7288 FCSS Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Drayton Valley Hospital 780-542-5321 Meals on Wheels 780-542-3216

Poison Centre 1-800-332-1414 Omniplex 780-514-2234

Police 911 or 780-542-4456 Parent to Parent 780-621-2849

Sustainable Resources 780-542-6616 Park Valley Pool 780-514-2225

Rotary Children's Library 780-514-3800

Brand Inspector 403-780-6202 Town of Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Terry Hjelmeland or 403-704-5418 Village of Breton 780-696-3636

Community Association Contacts

Berrymoor Centre 780-542-4561

Buck Creek Community Association 780-234-5443

Carnwood Country Hall Society 780-542-2378

Cynthia Rec Centre 780-542-9732

Easyford Community Hall 780-898-8385

Funnell Community Association 780-898-3957

780-241-3957

Lindale Community Association 780-621-8564

Lodgepole Recreation Society 780 898 5450

New Moose Hill Community Club 780-696-2109

Rocky Rapids Community League 780-542-5923

Violet Grove Community Club 780-542-7864

Whitby Community League 780-542-2729
www.whitbyhall.ca

Brazeau County  
Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 
Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1 
Phone: 780-542-7777  Fax: 780-542-7770

Transfer Station Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Violet Grove 9 - 7 9 -7 9 -5

Easyford 1 - 6 9 - 6 9 -5

Lindale 9 - 6 9 -5

Buck Creek 2 - 7 9 - 6 9 -5

Rocky Rapids 4 - 8 8:30 - 6 9 -5

Cynthia 11 - 6 9 -5

Breton 9 - 2 9 - 6 9 -5

Lodgepole 11 - 8 9 -5

Transfer Station Hours


