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Sincerely, 
Bart Guyon 

Reeve, Brazeau County 
 

bguyon@brazeau.ab.ca 
780-542-0999

It’s summertime, and I hope everyone is 
taking advantage of the end of restrictions and 
enjoying our beautiful county with their friends 
and loved ones.

It’s been a long, hard 16 months, but it looks 
like we’re finally done with the worst of COVID-
19. I’m looking forward to everyone being able 
to get back to work and back on track. We’ve 
shown we’re strong and resilient through all 
the disasters we’ve faced in the past few years, 
and I’m proud to be part of this community, 
which has risen to every challenge with Brazeau 
County Can-Do spirit.

In this issue, you can read about two young 
ladies exemplifying this spirit: four-year-old 
Delaney Ayotte, who spends a lot of her time 
cleaning up litter and encouraging others to save 
water and help the environment, and Tawnie 
Thompson, who is representing Brazeau and 
all of Alberta as the 2021 Alberta High School 
Rodeo Queen. Tawnie will be competing to 
represent all of Canada and the United States as 
queen, and we wish her all the best. Thank you 
to Delaney and Tawnie, and the many Brazeau 
County residents that do us so proud every day.

Council will continue to stand up for Brazeau 
right up until the end of its term – pushing for 
better health care and police services in our 
area, and for a better deal overall for rural 
communities. We continue to work with our 
neighbours and the Province on establishing a 
Western Economic Corridor to help our region 
diversify and thrive. And we’re looking at new 
developments, including carbon credits and 
solar, to raise revenue without reaching into 
ratepayers’ pockets.

I encourage everyone to take in at least one of 
the County Community Markets on Thursdays 
this summer. They began on July 8 in Rocky 
Rapids, and end August 26 at the Easyford 
Community Hall. This is a great chance for 
all home-based businesses, no matter what 
product or service you offer, to get your name 
out there, make some sales, and get to know 
Sandra and Melissa in Economic Development. 
They’re here to help you succeed, because 
successful people make for a successful 
community. Hope to see you at there at the 
community halls!

As always, if you have a concern or an idea, 
please bring it to me, a councillor, or speak up 
at a Council meeting. We believe that this is 
your County, and that it is the Can-Do County, 
so if you bring something to the table, we will 
give you a good listening to, and see what we 
Can-Do to solve an issue or incorporate an idea.

After the past year and a half, this summer of 
freedom is going to feel extra special. Stay safe, 
have fun, and make the most of it! 

REEVE'S REPORT
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Shawn McKerry 
Interim CAO,  

Brazeau County

It is nice to see the Council Chamber back open! 
Still being relatively new to the county, it has 
also been nice to put faces to the names of those 
that I’ve have only shared conversations with 
over the phone due to the COVID restrictions.  
I am really happy to see we have reached the 
threshold for Phase 3 in Alberta, so we can all 
get back to normal. 

There seems to be some excitement and buzz in 
the air for our oil and gas industry. Indications 
are that are that we are climbing out of our 
downturn. The County is also experiencing 
some difficulty recruiting certain public works 
positions right now and have heard the same 
struggle from private sector businesses. 
Although this is a pain, it indicates to me that 
things are ramping up. So fingers crossed that 
our friends and businesses in the oil and gas 
get back to their “normal” too. 

The spring and summer weather so far has kept 
us on our toes for wildfires. We have seen large 
fires in our surrounding counties, specifically 
Parkland and Yellowhead. Fortunately we have 
only had a number of small fires in Brazeau and 
I hope that trend holds. This is of even more 
concern now that local municipalities have to 
pick up 10% of the disaster recovery program, 
which was an unexpected change from the 
Provincial government this year. With this I do 
want to send a thank you to all of our frontline 
wildfire firefighters with Alberta Agriculture and 
Forestry, our municipal firefighters, the heavy 
equipment contractors and operators, and the 
pilots of the water bombers and helicopters.

The weather is also resulted in us getting the 
jump on a few projects. Our sprayers, weed 
inspectors and parks teams were able to engage 
in their seasonal work about two weeks earlier 
than normal. Our Agricultural Services team 

was able to complete the Mountain Pine Beetle 
program slightly ahead of schedule. In what 
was likely first in the county, the heat resulted 
in some delays in our dust control program. 
To apply the dust control our crews have to 
make two passes, first a pass with water and 
second with the dust control agent, then the 
two products mix. The heat was evaporating the 
water almost instantly which would not allow 
us to spread the dust control agent.

With final 2021 budget passed only a few 
months ago, County administration now turns 
its efforts to the 2022 budget. Staff are diligently 
working and planning for next year. The 2022 
budget will be the first big task of the newly 
elected Council to approve and put their stamp 
on this fall. 

Over the next few weeks we are looking 
forward to concluding a number of road, 
slide and culvert projects as well as our 
floating wetlands and solar project at the 
Violet Grove Lagoon. We hope to share our 
internal successes with you, improve our 
customer service and accountability, and share 
in some bigger local and regional economic 
development investments.

Have a great summer!

DESK OF THE CAO



4

MAY 4
Name the Grader Contest
Council approved a plan to offer a 
Name the Grader Contest, which will 
begin on June 1.

The contest is open to children who 
reside in Brazeau County, aged 5-12. 
Participants can submit three names 
between June 1 and June 22. Once 
all contest entries have been received, 
the top 20 names will be chosen by 
Public Works staff.

The top 20 names will be posted on 
the Brazeau County Facebook page. A 
poll will be created where the general 
public will be able to vote on their 
favourite names. The poll will start 
at 8 a.m. on July 1, 2021 and ends 
on July 7, 2021.

The eight winning names will be 
proudly displayed on the graders for 
a period of one year. 

The winners will get their name added 
to one of the graders on the Brazeau 
County track the plows online map, a 
photo opportunity and tour of their 
grader, and a Brazeau County gift bag.

Names should be creative, fun, 
and appropriate. More details will 
be posted to the Brazeau County 
website in the coming weeks.

Government Relations Update
Brian Senio of Korte Consulting 
provided Council with an update on 

Councillors
Donna Wiltse  
Division 2 Councillor
Home:780 894-3596 
Cell: 780 898-0247  
dwiltse@brazeau.ab.ca 

Heidi Swan  
Division 1 Councillor
780-515-9822  
hswan@brazeau.ab.ca 

Marc Gressler
Division 3 Councillor
Home: 780-621-1521
Cell: 780-898-2006
mgressler@brazeau.ab.ca

efforts to work with the provincial 
government on a number of issues, 
including local health care and the 
creation of a western economic 
corridor that would enhance 
economic development in Brazeau 
County and other communities. The 
County continues to work closely 
with the provincial government to 
advocate for its priorities.

Floating Wetlands Grant 
Application Successful
Brazeau County was approved for 
a grant of up to $260,880 from the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ 
Green Municipal Fund.

The County will undertake continued 
studies at the Constructed Floating 
Wetlands in Violet Grove in 2021. This 
second phase will further study how 
plants take up nutrients from the 
lagoon water. 

This phase will double the size of the 
wetlands and incorporate aeration.

Drayton Valley/Brazeau County 
Fire Services - February and 
March 2021 Statistics
Fire Chief Tom Thomson provided 
Council with the Drayton Valley/
Brazeau Fire Services statistics for 
February. There were 11 fire calls, 
with five in Brazeau County; 11  
motor vehicle collision calls, with 
two in Brazeau County and five on 
provincial highways; and 32 alarm 
calls, with 10 in Brazeau County.

In total, there were 26 calls for 
service in Brazeau County and 33 
in the Town of Drayton Valley.

Appointment of  
Weed and Pest Inspectors
Council appointed Rhiannon 
Gressler, Bailey Harden, Hannah 
Goerzen, and Tiara Dufault as weed 
and pest inspectors in accordance 
with the Weed Control Act and 
Agricultural Pests Act. 

Dates for new Council
Council set October 26 as the 
swearing in, staff introduction, 
and building tour for the new 
Council. November 1 will be the 
education/orientation session, and 
the Organizational Meeting will 
be held November 2 prior to the 
regular Council meeting. 

MAY 18
Accurate Assessment 
Presentation
Accurate Assessment Group provided 
an update to Council on assessment 
on properties in the County. Overall, 
there was a decrease of 2% in 
residential assessment in 2020 
compared to 2019. 

There was negligible change 
in commercial and industrial 
assessment. Linear assessment 
dropped by 6%. Overall, assessment 
fell by about 4%.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
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Kara Westerlund
Division 4 Councillor
780-898-4561
kwesterlund@brazeau.ab.ca

Anthony Heinrich
Division 5 Councillor
780-696-2468
aheinrich@brazeau.ab.ca

Sara Wheale  
Division 6 Councillor
780-514-4631 
swheale@brazeau.ab.ca

New construction was valued at $7.9 
million in 2020, compared to $10.5 
million in 2019. There were 18 new 
wells drilled in 2020, down from 45 
in 2019.

Carbon Credits  
and Solar Systems
Council directed Administration to 
look into the possibility of the County 
selling carbon credits it earns from its 
solar panels on a carbon market to 
generate revenue.

Council also directed Administration 
to bring back an update report with 
the costs to upgrade the transformer 
and solar array at the Violet Grove 
wetland project location, and to bring 
back a detailed report on revenues, 
costs, pros, and cons of the current 
Brazeau County solar systems.

JUNE 1
Recreation and Parks Month
Council proclaimed June as Recreation 
and Parks Month.

Every year, the Alberta Recreation and 
Parks Association (ARPA) recognizes 
June as Recreation and Parks Month. 
This recognition highlights the many 
benefits recreation and parks bring to 
our communities and residents, and 
acknowledges the strong foundation 
of recreation and parks facilities 
and programs in Brazeau County 
and Alberta.

Special Ballots  
Approved for Election
Council approved the use of special 
ballots in the Municipal Election this 
fall. The use of special ballots allow 
for voters who will be away from the 
local jurisdiction on Election Day, as 
well as those with mobility issues, to 
vote in the Municipal Election without 
attending a voting station. Brazeau 
County has offered special ballots for 
eligible voters in both the 2015 Reeve 
By-Election and the 2017 Municipal 
Election. In the 2017 election 14 votes 
were cast using special ballots.

Special ballots may only be requested 
and approved as per the criteria set 
out in the Local Authorities Election 
Act S. 77.1(1). Currently this does not 
include being able to vote by special 
ballot due to concerns over attending 
a voting station during the pandemic.

Council Meetings  
Open to Limited In-person  
Attendance
Due to the anticipated start of Stage 
2 of Alberta’s re-opening plan on June 
14, the June 15 Council meeting will 
be open to the public. Masks must be 
worn, and social distancing must be 
maintained. Attendance will be capped 
at one-third of the public gallery seating 
capacity (approximately 21 people).

JUNE 15
Government Relations Update
Brian Senio of Korte Consulting 
provided Council with an update 
on work on several projects. These 
include work toward forming a Police 
and Crisis Team (PACT) to provide 
necessary supports to the RCMP when 
responding to mental health calls. The 
RCMP have noted an increase in calls 
regarding individuals with mental 
health concerns, and that members 
are being used to transport people 
to hospitals. The County will address 
this use of RCMP resources with the 
provincial government.

Work is also ongoing to lobby the 
government for improved health care 
in Brazeau County and other rural areas.

Nominate someone who is going above 
and beyond to mow ditches or remove 
garbage from County public spaces. 
www.brazeau.ab.ca/cap 
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Thank you, Delaney!

Delaney Ayotte, 4, visited Council 
chambers to receive her Brazeau   
Tidy Star award in recognition 
of her efforts to keep litter 
where it belongs. She presented 
Councillor Marc Gressler with a 
gift of her own art. Delaney was 
accompanied by her parents, 
Branden and Stephanie Delaney. 
(see page 8 for more)

Congratulations  
and good luck!

Brazeau resident and Alberta 
High School Rodeo Queen, 
Tawnie Thompson, made a visit 
to Council Chambers where 
Reeve Bart Guyon presented her 
with a bouquet of flowers and 
did his best Rodeo Queen pose 
impersonation. Tawnie is set to 
compete in the National High 
School Finals Rodeo in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  (see page 12 for more)

Making Us Proud!
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PENALTIES ON UNPAID 
TAXES NOW IN EFFECT
As of July 1, 2021 penalties of 1% were levied against 
all unpaid Brazeau County property taxes as per 
Bylaw 889-15. 

Brazeau County property taxes were due on June 
30, 2021. The combined taxation and assessment 
notices were mailed to property owners in May 
and County staff were busy throughout the month 
of June answering tax-related questions and 
processing payments.

As of July 1, 2021 outstanding taxes were subject 
to a 1% penalty. Brazeau County Bylaw 889-15 sets 
out the penalties for unpaid taxes. Taxes that remain 
outstanding are subject to an additional 1% penalty 
on the first day of every month where they remain 

Election Info 
Now Online
With the 2021 Municipal Election 
Just a little more than three months 
away, it’s going to be a busy summer 
of preparation for Brazeau County’s 
Returning Officer. 

In order to make it easier for voters 
and candidates to stay informed on 
what’s happening as the election 
gets closer Brazeau County has 
placed Election 2021 information on 
its website at www.brazeau.ab.ca. 
The 2021 Municipal Election page 
can be found under the ‘Living Here’ 
tab on the website. 

As we move closer to the close 
of nominations at 12 p.m. on 
September 20 and Election Day on 
October 18, 2021 more information 
will be posted for voters and 
candidates. Watch the website for 

unpaid. Property owners who have paid a portion of 
their taxes will be charged the penalty only on the 
amount left owing. 

Penalties are not applicable to property owners who 
pay their taxes monthly through the Tax Installment 
Payment Plan (TIPP). 

Just a reminder that those who did not pay their 
Brazeau County taxes in full by the June 30 deadline 
are no longer eligible for the 30% municipal tax 
rebate directed by Council for 2021. 

Anyone with questions regarding their taxes or 
assessment is asked to contact the Brazeau County 
office at 780-542-7777. 

news on advance vote days, voting 
stations in your division, and voter 
identification requirements. Brazeau 
County’s nomination and candidate 
information packages are already 
available on the website, along with 
the required nomination forms and a 
link to the Local Authorities Election 
Act. The information packages and 
forms are also available in hard copy 
at the Brazeau County Office. 

Election information will also 
published in local newspapers 
and future newsletters and the 
Brazeau Express as it is confirmed 
and announced. 

Anyone with questions regarding 
the 2021 Municipal Election, or 
becoming a candidate for Reeve or 
Councillor in Brazeau County may 
contact Returning Officer Donna 
Palmer at election@brazeau.ab.ca 
or 780-621-6959.

http://www.brazeau.ab.ca
mailto:election@brazeau.ab.ca
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Delaney Ayotte is Brazeau County’s own pint-sized environ-
mental champion, setting an example for all of us to live up 
to.

When the four-year-old isn't picking up litter on walks with 
her parents Branden and Stephanie in River Ravine or the 
Eagle Point walking trails, she’s encouraging friends and 
neighbours to share in her passion for keeping “the earth 
clean and the animals safe” (her favourite is the blue jay).

“I like being outside and picking litter,” Delaney says, “and 
to help clean the earth.” 

And she has a list for people who want to join the effort 
to help the planet: “You can plant a garden to help the 
pollinators, plant trees, recycle cans and anything else 
that has the recycling symbol on it, just take it to the 
recycling centre.”

Councillor Marc Gressler recently presented Delaney with 
a Citizen Appreciation Program award, and a number 
of gifts from the County. Delaney came to the Council 
Chamber with her a gift of her own – a picture she drew 
and gave to Councillor Gressler. 

Keeping  
everything 
Beautiful

Delaney is on a mission to 
make the world better than 
she found it.
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Among her award goodies was a Tidy Brazeau hat. “She 
loved the hat, and immediately wanted to get to work 
when we got home,” says mom Stephanie. “She’s been 
an anti-litter advocate in our neighbourhood for the past 
year, and still going strong.”

As part of that advocacy, Delaney encourages other kids 
to join her as an Earth Ranger, which is what got her 
started on her conservation efforts. The Earth Ranger 
Foundation is a non-profit conservation organization 
educating children and their families about taking care 
of the planet. Those interested can learn more and sign 
up to be an Earth Ranger at earthrangers.org. 

To nominate someone making a difference for a Citizen 
Appreciation Award, visit www.brazeau.ab.ca/cap for 
more information and a nomination form.

Eye on the prize 
Delaney keeps a keen eye on the ground 
as she walks her neighbourhood for the 

litter people still discard there.

“I like being outside and picking  litter, 
and to help clean the Earth.”
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The movie-making business is coming to 
Brazeau County! We are excited to welcome 
Tim McKort with A Little Late Films to 
film Spearphishing 2, his tenth movie for 
international release.

The first installment of Spearphishing was filmed locally in 
Alberta using the Woodland County area, and the release 
date is scheduled for the end of July 2021. McKort, a local 
Albertan, is the writer and director of this franchise and 
he is committed to using local landscapes, people, and 
business in his films to help create a regional economic 
impact for the areas he works with. 

Spearphishing 2 is a Canadian crime drama that is action-
packed with a returning cast from the first installment of 
the Spearphishing franchise. This installment will focus 
intensely on the threat of an international political cyber-
crime plan being taken down by a small-town cop and 
his department.

You can visit www.alittlelatefilms.ca/films to watch a 
preview of Spearphishing , and check out the other films 
created by A Little Late Films, which are all Canadian-made.

Come early July of this year, you may see Tim and his 
production crew around the area filming his newest 
cinematic offering. Keep your eyes open to see if you 
can recognize some of the locations in our outstanding 
county that will appear in the movie. The sites that we 
are aware of that have been selected for Spearphishing 
2 to have scenes shot at are Brazeau Dam, Willy West, 
Brazeau County, the Drayton Valley Airport, and local 
resident farms. 

https://www.alittlelatefilms.ca/films
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If you’d like to be an extra in the movie or be a sponsor, all 
you need to do is contact Tim McKort at tmckort@hotmail.
com. Tim is looking to utilize as many Brazeau County and 
local resources as possible from our beautiful landscapes, 
thespian residents, and supportive companies. He has 
reached out to many of the companies in our area to 
have them as sponsors, on contract to perform tasks, or 
as supporters of the movie. 

You will be able to catch the movie and genuinely 
appreciate all of our incredible local talent and landscapes 
on Superchannel, Itunes, Shaw PPV, Amazon Digital 
Canada, Landmark Cinema, and Magic Lantern and DVD 
distributors throughout Canada.

mailto:tmckort@hotmail.com
mailto:tmckort@hotmail.com
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County Royalty
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As you read this story, Tawnie Thompson will proudly 
be representing Brazeau County and Alberta at the 
National High School Finals Rodeo in Lincoln, Nebraska. 
The 15-year-old will be competing to be crowned the 
National High School Rodeo Queen for all of Canada, 
the United States, Australia and Mexico.

As well as competition to be queen, Tawnie will be promoting the 
community and Alberta handing out Brazeau County and Alberta 
pins, and meeting people from all over the world.

“Alberta has had two (National High School Rodeo) Queens, and 
the third time’s the charm,” says Tawnie, who was crowned Miss 
Alberta High School Rodeo Queen in Olds on June 6. “This has been 
a goal for a long time.”

A fourth-generation rodeo competitor in goat tying, barrel racing, 
and pole bending, Tawnie has wanted to win the big crown since 
her first queen competition in 2019.

“I feel in love with Queening, and I wanted to compete in all of 
Alberta,” she says. “I entered in March, and I had to make sure I 
had the wardrobe, prepare a speech, learn to model, and get my 
horse ready to go.”

Rodeo queen competitions are no beauty contests. Competitors 
have to do a knowledge test (Tawnie memorized the thick high 
school rodeo rulebook), an interview, deliver a prepared speech, 
demonstrate their horsemanship, and answer an impromptu 
question. “That’s basically having to give a speech you can’t 
prepare,” Tawnie says.

For months, Tawnie made the most of COVID-19 restrictions and 
school closures, juggling online schoolwork with her preparations, 
competing on weekends. She and horse Cowboy memorized 
movement patterns, and she wrote and practiced she speech.

“It was very stressful,” she says. “The night before the competition 
in Olds, I didn’t sleep – I was cramming!” 

Miss Alberta High School Rodeo Queen, 
Tawnie Thompson, is representing Brazeau 
County and Alberta at the National High 
School Finals Rodeo in Nebraska. 

 It was very 
stressful,  the night 
before the competition 
in Olds, I didn’t sleep 
– I was cramming!” 
“
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But all that hard work paid off, and earned her a ticket to 
the big stage in Nebraska. This time, in addition to more 
practice and more rehearsals, there’s even more obstacles 
to tackle. First, Tawnie has had to rent a horse to compete 
on, so they will have to get to know one another fairly 
fast. ‘It will be Okay, though, she’s gorgeous,” Tawnie says.

Then there’s the travel and the luggage.

‘In a normal year without COVID, we’d drive down and 
that would be part of the adventure,” says Tawnie’s 
mom Aimee. Instead they flew, and had to figure out 
how to transport at least 15 different outfits for the 
week-long rodeo.

“You want to look professional, you want to look 
good while you are competing,” Tawnie says of the 
misconception about rodeo queening as beauty contests 
and the importance of wardrobe. “But that’s not the only 
aspect – you want to look professional and crisp.”

 I developed confidence, 
and had to come out of my 
shell, talking to new people 
all the time ...I used to be 
really shy."

(In the photo with Reeve Bart Guyon on page 6, Tawnie’s 
outfit is considered “casual” in queen contests.)

In addition to the NHSRA Queen competition, as Miss 
Alberta High School Rodeo Queen Tawnie has already 
been busy, attending local events and events across the 
province during her reign, including the Drayton Valley 
Canada Day parade and the Calgary Stampede.

Already, competing has made a big positive difference in 
her life, Tawnie says.

“I developed confidence, and had to come out of my shell, 
talking to new people all the time,” she says. “I used to 
be really shy. And I’ve learned perseverance, patience, 
and adaptability, especially with COVID.”

Looking ahead, Tawnie hopes to keep taking part in queen 
and barrel racing competitions, with the goal of reaching 
college and professional rodeos. She also has an eye on 
a career as an addictions counsellor.

Whether or not she adds another crown to her collection 
this month, Tawnie has already achieved a great deal in a 
very short time, and has made all of Brazeau County proud.

To follow her journey, she can be found at 
@missalbertahsrodeo on Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram 
and TikTok. To inquire about appearances, please e-mail 
missalbertahsrodeo@gmail.com.

“
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July 22, 2021    ....……. Violet Grove 
July 29, 2021    .…….…. Lodgepole Hall 
August 5, 2021    ..….… Lindale Community Hall 
August 12, 2021    ...…. Buck Creek Hall  
August 19, 2021    ...…. Carnwood Country Hall  
August 26, 2021    ...…. Easyford Community Hall 

 NO table fees & NO hall fees! 
If you are a business in Brazeau County, we want 
to help you get your products and services to new  

potential customers. Be part of our Market!! 
 

Call Sandra or Melissa to book your spot! 

780-542-7777  

11sstt  AAnnnnuuaall  

Hosted By: 

Thursdays from 33  --  77  p.m.  

Handmade & Crafted Goods * Home-
Based Businesses * Small Retail * 

Brazeau County Community  
Market Tour 
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ALUS
Real projects and how yours can be one of them!

THESEED
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The Alternative Land Use Services 
(ALUS) program in Brazeau County 
is off to a promising start for the 
2021 season!  

ALUS is a national program active in six 
provinces, aimed at helping farmers and 
ranchers utilize marginal or environmentally 
sensitive lands. Brazeau County is proud to 
be a member of the ALUS community since 
2016.  During this time, ALUS Brazeau has 
helped producers protect more than 630 acres 
of land right here in Brazeau County. We’ve 
also assisted with funding to install more than  
30,761 feet of fence (that’s almost 6 miles!), 
protecting watercourses and waterbodies 
from livestock use. By keeping livestock out of 
waterways, we’re helping to ensure we have 
cleaner water for everyone, less bank erosion, 
and contributing to healthy riparian areas.

Each year, ALUS works hard to secure 
partnerships with a variety of sectors including 
corporations, foundations, governments, and 
individual donors who provide funds to make 
these projects happen.  In return, the sponsors 
know they are playing a part in sustaining 
agriculture and biodiversity for the benefit of 
communities and future generations.

ALUS Brazeau will assist producers with 50% 
of their establishment costs (some caps may 
apply) such as fencing, tree planting, or wildlife 
habitat creation.  Then for the next five years, 
the producer will receive an annual payment 
on the acres they have taken out of agricultural 
production to host an ALUS project.

One project recently approved involved creating 
a wildlife habitat throughout a forested area. 
Birdhouses were installed within the project 
area, and brush piles from dead woody debris 
were placed throughout the forest for ground 
bird nesting. The brush piles also serve as 
habitat for other small animals and insects. 
Additionally, bat houses were installed to 

encourage the endangered Little Brown Myotis 
bat to roost in the area.  Finally, the participants 
plan to plant berry shrubs to not only provide 
a food source for the bird and bats, but also to 
provide benefits to the nearby creek.  These 
benefits include slowing water flow into the 
creek, helping with ground water recharge and 
increasing water filtration. The participants 
were reimbursed for 50% of their establishment 
costs, and will now receive annual payments 
for five years on the 28 acres enrolled in the 
ALUS program.

Another recent project included two 
components: fencing and pollinator habitat.  
In the first portion, the participant fenced off 
a creek that runs throughout several quarter 
sections. In total, 69 acres were protected 
and enrolled in the program.  In return, the 
participant was reimbursed for 50% of their 
fencing costs and now receives annual payments 
over five years on 69 acres enrolled.  The second 
part of the project encompassed just under 3 
acres of pasture land where native wildflowers 
and shrubs will be planted throughout the 
project area to increase pollinators, ultimately 
providing valuable pollinator habitat to assist 
in crop and hay production throughout the 
area.  Again, the producer will receive a 50% 
reimbursement for the cost of the trees and 
shrubs and the area will be enrolled to receive 
annual payments for the land being taken out 
of agricultural production.

We are off to a great start this year with several 
more exciting and innovative projects in the 
works. If you have an idea for an ALUS project, 
we’d love to hear from you too!

To learn more about the ALUS Brazeau program, 
check out our ALUS videos on Brazeau County’s 
YouTube channel. You can also read more 
about projects in the ALUS Brazeau Project 
Examples document in this newsletter, or visit 
our website at www.brazeau.ab.ca/living-here/
alus or www.alus.ca/ 

https://www.brazeau.ab.ca/living-here/alus
https://www.brazeau.ab.ca/living-here/alus
https://alus.ca/
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ALUS Brazeau

Project Examples

ALUS Brazeau works with you to achieve your management goals by considering

the site characteristics, planting design, appropriate site preparations and a

maintenance plan to ensure the best chance of success.

 

Bank Restoration

Over time, the banks of creeks, streams, rivers and other waterways begin to erode.

Sometimes, this is due to natural causes like bends in the waterway, heavy precipitation or

erosion. Other times, this can be caused by the loss of supportive vegetation, such as grasses

and shrubs, or due to heavy animal traffic consistently using the area as a water source.

Consider planting shrubs like Red Osier Dogwood and willow that have strong roots to

reinforce stream banks or native grasses that can help slow runoff. Establishing such

vegetation can sometimes be achieved in a relatively inexpensive manner by using cuttings

from shrubs that already exist on your land.

Pollinator Habitat

They’re small, but they’re mighty! Pollinators like bees, butterflies, beetles and birds all aid in

the production of flowering crops. Many producers find that planting habitat for pollinators

along the edges of their cropland helps increase crop yields. Not only that, by planting native

plants, such as Saskatoon, Lowbush Cranberry and Red Raspberry, you’ll not only attract

pollinators, but you can also enjoy these tasty fruits. Other great choices to plant may include

Trembling Aspen, Prickly Rose or Villosa Lilac. Choose a variety of wildflowers that bloom at

different times throughout the spring, summer and fall to provide a long foraging season for

pollinators.

If you have an idea for a project that provides ecological goods and services on

marginal or environmentally sensitive land, let us know!

Exclusion Fencing

Clean water is important for the health of livestock. Fencing along creeks and other

waterbodies to keep livestock out of the water will help to keep water clean and help protect

the health of the shoreline. This also allows the riparian area (the vegetated area adjacent to

the water) to flourish and function as a buffer, slowing water run-off, helping control erosion

and filtering out sediments and debris. With the water source protected, a solar water system,

for example, can be used to provide clean drinking water for livestock.

Wildlife Habitat

 

Wildlife is often seen as a nuisance on farmland, but having areas designated for native

animals brings benefits to your farm. Benefits include improved water quality, reduced

erosion, increases pollination services and improves pest control. Creating wildlife habitat

requires sources of food, water, shelter and places for the creatures raise their young. Planting

grass, wildflowers, trees or shrubs can provide such habitat. Installing bird and bat houses or

creating bush piles with dead, woody debris are other ways to create habitat for small animals,

while installing nesting boxes in a wetland can provide habitat for waterfowl. Land that hosts a

variety of animals provides balance to the whole landscape.
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ALUS Brazeau

Project Examples

These are just a few examples of what an ALUS project might look like.

All of these photos are from current ALUS projects 

in Brazeau County.

We look forward to hearing your creative ideas.

 

For more information: ALUS.ca or brazeau.ab.ca/living-here/alus

 

Contact

Corbyn Pankonin, ALUS Brazeau Coordinator

 780-542-7777 

ALUS@brazeau.ab.ca

7401 – Twp Rd 494, Box 77

Drayton Valley, AB, T7A 1R1

 

Tree Planting

 Trees provide numerous benefits to our environment. They can be used for bank stabilization

along watercourses, as a food source and habitat for wildlife and for taking carbon dioxide

from the air, releasing oxygen back into the air. An eco-buffer is a planned, diverse grouping of

native trees, shrubs and forbs that are planted together to border and protect ecologically

sensitive areas. These high-density groupings work to provide many ecosystem services like

shelter and habitat for wildlife, soil conservation, water quality protection, along with nutrient

and water management.

Wetlands

 In Alberta, wetlands cover approximately 20% of the landscape. In the past, wetlands were

perceived as a nuisance and hindrance to development, which led to infill, draining,

destruction and removal of wetlands. Today, we recognize the value and importance of these

ecosystems for water quality, water storage and flood control, as well as aquatic and

terrestrial habitat. Did you know that peatland is recognized as one of the greatest carbon

storage sources— far exceeding the carbon stored in the world’s forests? By restoring or

simply protecting our wetlands, we can provide a very important ecological service.



20

FARMER?

RANCHER?

We Help You Establish

Join Us!

Exclusion Fencing

Exclusion Fencing

Wildlife Habitat

Wildlife Habitat

Pollinator Habitat

Pollinator Habitat

Ecobuffers

Ecobuffers

Tree Plantings

Tree Plantings

Do you have marginal land?

Do you have marginal land?

 

 

Sensitive ecology?

Sensitive ecology?

Corbyn Pankonin

ALUS Brazeau

Box 77

7401-Twp Rd 494

Drayton Valley, AB

T7A 1R1

(780) 542-7777

alus@brazeau.ab.ca

ALUS.ca

Brazeau County

Contact Details
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• Under the Alberta Agricultural Pests Act (APA) "Pest and
Nuisance Control Regulation (PNCR)” the Dutch Elm Disease 
(DED) pathogens, smaller European elm bark beetle, and the 
native elm bark beetle are named declared pests.

• DED prevention/control measures for Alberta are enforceable 
under the APA and are found on the STOPDED website.

• Elm trees from a DED infected province cannot be shipped 
into Alberta.

CANADIAN 
AGRICULTURAL
: PARTNERSHIP

Society to Prevent Dutch Elm Disease

www.stopded.org 1-877-837-ELMS (3567)

Keep Alberta DED Free
Under the Alberta Agricultural Pest Act (APA) "Pest and 

Nuisance Control Regulation (PNCR)" the Dutch Elm Disease 
(DED) pathogens, smaller European elm bark beetle, and the 

native elm bark beetle are named declared pests.

DED prevention/control measures for Alberta are 
enforceable under the APA and are found on  

the STOPDED website.

Elm trees from a DED infected province cannot  
be shipped into Alberta.

The Elm pruning ban is April 1  to September 30 annually. 

Society to Prevent Dutch Elm Disease 
www.stopded.org  1-877-837-ELMS (3567)
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PHOTO CONTEST
A G R I C U L T U R E  O R  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  P H O T O S

A L U S  B R A Z E A U  

Submit  photos  to :  alus@brazeau.ab .ca

SUBMISSION
DEADLINE:

NOV. 1, 2021

photo credit: Vivian Butz Huryn 

photo credit: Nancy Chambers

photo credit: Duane Movald
photo credit: Nicole Sharman
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List your locally grown products on the Breton Agriculture Society 
website. Listings for products grown/produced within 50km of Breton. 

For more information: bretonagsociety@gmail.com

AGRI PRODUCT/SERVICES 
LISTINGS
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Grasshoppers!

There are approximately 85 species of grasshoppers 
in Alberta, while only a few are considered a pest. A 
few examples of the pest varieties are the Migratory, 
Packard, Two-striped, and the Clear-winged grasshopper. 
Migratory grasshoppers are recognizable by the dark 
band behind their eyes. 

The Packard have a greyish yellow colour and have two 
light coloured stripes behind the eyes. Two-striped 
grasshoppers have a black strip on the hind legs and 
two distinct stripes on the top of the body. Clear-winged 
grasshoppers have a yellow to brown colour. Their wings 
are mottled with stripes and their hind wings are clear. 
There are also some species of grasshopper that are 
considered beneficial or neutral for Alberta. 

Grasshoppers!

The conditions this year for the grasshopper are priming 
up. The heat we are experiencing has created the dry 
conditions that grasshoppers thrive in.  

With the ability for a female grasshopper to lay more 
than 200 eggs in a season there was a possibility of lots 
of nymphs hatching this spring. It takes on average 40 
days for a nymph to complete the species life stages 
and develop into winged adults. As soon as the eggs 
hatch, nymph start consuming plant materials and that 
amount increases as they develop. Grasshoppers have the 
ability to live in and consume a wide range of different 
crops and forage. Some species exceptions are oats and 
canola. Grasshoppers can also affect native grasslands 
and pastures. 

Are we at risk  
this year?
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Grasshoppers!Grasshoppers!

Medicine
         Hat

Lethbridge

Calgary

   Lloyd-
minsterEdmonton

Grande
 Prairie

N

January 2021

Compiled by Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, 
Environmental Stewardship Division, 
Environmental Management Branch.
Map by AAFC.

Alberta

Grasshopper

Forecast for 2021

Grasshoppers in
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(adults per sq. m.)
___________________

                   0 -   2

                   2 -   4

                   4 -   8

                   8 - 12

                 12 - 24

                      >24

Maximum Risk
Rating for
June - July, 2021
___________________

None

Very Light

Light

Moderate

Severe

Very Severe
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An example of this is the Turnbull grasshopper who prefers 
Kochia and Russian thistle as a food source. Other species 
are not known to cause damage to crops and others are 
a valuable source of food to the bird population. It is said 
that “if they fly before June they are the non-pest species” 
and as stated by Dan Johnson of University of Lethbridge, 
“if you can hear them, they are not a problem”. 

Due to the grasshopper rate of food consumption 
useful economic thresholds can be established.  These 
thresholds are calculated by determining the number of 
grasshoppers in a given area, the potential loss of forage/
crop due to consumption, and the cost to control. On 
average the economic threshold is 8-12 grasshoppers per 
square meter. This number identifies the point at which 
the cost to control the grasshoppers is considered to be 
less than the net loss if performing no form of control. 

In 2020 the majority of the County had grasshopper 
numbers of 0-2 adults per square metre. According to 
the Alberta Grasshopper forecast for 2021 we are in the 
“None” risk rating at 0-2 adults per square metre. This 
number is determined from data collected from around 

the County using previous years’ surveys. Data collected 
in 2016 indicated that the county had moved up into 
the “light” risk rating at having 4-8 adult grasshoppers 
per square meter. In 2017 this rating rose from the 
“light” rating at 4-8 adults per square meter to the 
“very severe” rating of greater than 24 adults per square 
meter. Even though the current conditions are favorable 
for grasshoppers this year, the Alberta Government’s 
predictions place the County in the “light” rating for 2021. 

Further details on Alberta grasshoppers, along with 
previous collection data and species information can be 
found here: https://www.alberta.ca/grasshopper.aspx. 
For even more information the University of Lethbridge 
has created helpful documents covering identification 
and control methods for crops and environment. That 
information can be found here:

http://scholar.ulethbridge.ca/sites/default/files/
danjohnson/files/grasshopper_identification_control_
methods.pdf

two-striped 
grasshopper

Packard’s 
grasshopper

Clear winged 
grasshopper

migratory  
grasshopper

Significant Pest

Significant Pest
Significant Pest

Low Pest Status

Submitted by Eagle Point-Blue Rapids Parks Council, 780-898-7275, 
www.epbrparkscouncil.org 

EAGLE POINT AMAZING RACE - SUMMER EDITION 2021

If you are looking for a FREE outdoor challenge to do alone or with 
family, look no further!  Our summer edition takes participants to 
various parks around Drayton Valley in addition to Eagle Point 
Provincial Park! Summer Edition runs from June 12 to September 12, 
2021. Winning race times will be posted each month! Get your 
Amazing Race package and maps at participating hotels or download 
it from our website at www.epbrparkscouncil.org/events/amazing-
race-summer-2021/

PARKS DAY MULTI-SPORT 
POKER RALLY!
JULY 17, 2021 This year, 
Parks Day will look a little 
different!  We’re hosting a 
multi-sport poker rally with a 
twist! It’s a free, no cash event!  
Several local clubs are offering 
activities/routes where you will 
“collect” your poker chips and 
exchange them for your 
playing cards when you’re 
done.  Best hand wins on each 
route!  You can try as many 
routes as you can Þt into your 
schedule!  Register at 
www.epbparkscouncil.org/
events/parks-day-2021/

Parks Council 
News

BOOK YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL 
& OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

PROGRAMS WITH US!  We’re 
booking for the 2021-2022 

season now.
Download the catalog - 

www.epbrparkscouncil.org/
learn/environmental-education/.

Education enquiries? Email -  
outreach@epbparkscouncil.org

https://www.alberta.ca/grasshopper.aspx
http://scholar.ulethbridge.ca/sites/default/files/danjohnson/files/grasshopper_identification_control_methods.pdf
http://scholar.ulethbridge.ca/sites/default/files/danjohnson/files/grasshopper_identification_control_methods.pdf
http://scholar.ulethbridge.ca/sites/default/files/danjohnson/files/grasshopper_identification_control_methods.pdf
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Submitted by Eagle Point-Blue Rapids Parks Council, 780-898-7275, 
www.epbrparkscouncil.org 
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If you are looking for a FREE outdoor challenge to do alone or with 
family, look no further!  Our summer edition takes participants to 
various parks around Drayton Valley in addition to Eagle Point 
Provincial Park! Summer Edition runs from June 12 to September 12, 
2021. Winning race times will be posted each month! Get your 
Amazing Race package and maps at participating hotels or download 
it from our website at www.epbrparkscouncil.org/events/amazing-
race-summer-2021/

PARKS DAY MULTI-SPORT 
POKER RALLY!
JULY 17, 2021 This year, 
Parks Day will look a little 
different!  We’re hosting a 
multi-sport poker rally with a 
twist! It’s a free, no cash event!  
Several local clubs are offering 
activities/routes where you will 
“collect” your poker chips and 
exchange them for your 
playing cards when you’re 
done.  Best hand wins on each 
route!  You can try as many 
routes as you can Þt into your 
schedule!  Register at 
www.epbparkscouncil.org/
events/parks-day-2021/

Parks Council 
News

BOOK YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL 
& OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

PROGRAMS WITH US!  We’re 
booking for the 2021-2022 

season now.
Download the catalog - 

www.epbrparkscouncil.org/
learn/environmental-education/.

Education enquiries? Email -  
outreach@epbparkscouncil.org

Submitted by Eagle Point-Blue Rapids Parks Council, 780-898-7275, 
www.epbrparkscouncil.org 

EAGLE POINT AMAZING RACE - SUMMER EDITION 2021

If you are looking for a FREE outdoor challenge to do alone or with 
family, look no further!  Our summer edition takes participants to 
various parks around Drayton Valley in addition to Eagle Point 
Provincial Park! Summer Edition runs from June 12 to September 12, 
2021. Winning race times will be posted each month! Get your 
Amazing Race package and maps at participating hotels or download 
it from our website at www.epbrparkscouncil.org/events/amazing-
race-summer-2021/

PARKS DAY MULTI-SPORT 
POKER RALLY!
JULY 17, 2021 This year, 
Parks Day will look a little 
different!  We’re hosting a 
multi-sport poker rally with a 
twist! It’s a free, no cash event!  
Several local clubs are offering 
activities/routes where you will 
“collect” your poker chips and 
exchange them for your 
playing cards when you’re 
done.  Best hand wins on each 
route!  You can try as many 
routes as you can Þt into your 
schedule!  Register at 
www.epbparkscouncil.org/
events/parks-day-2021/

Parks Council 
News

BOOK YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL 
& OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

PROGRAMS WITH US!  We’re 
booking for the 2021-2022 

season now.
Download the catalog - 

www.epbrparkscouncil.org/
learn/environmental-education/.

Education enquiries? Email -  
outreach@epbparkscouncil.org

If you are looking for a FREE 
outdoor challenge to do 
alone or with family, look no 
further!  Our summer edition 
takes participants to various 
parks around Drayton Valley 
in addition to Eagle Point 
Provincial Park! Summer 

Edition runs from June 12 to September 12, 
2021. Winning race times will be posted each 
month! Get your Amazing Race package and 
maps at participating hotels or download it 
from our website at:
www.epbrparkscouncil .org /events/
amazing-race-summer-2021/

BOOK YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL & OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS WITH US!  

We’re booking for the 2021-2022 season now. 

Download the catalog -  
www.epbrparkscouncil.org/learn/

environmental-education/.

Education enquiries?  
Email -  outreach@epbparkscouncil.org
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5432 Any Street West, Townsville, State 54321   555.543.5432 tel   www.yourwebsitehere.com 

Drayton Valley and District FCSS Present 
Community SHRED-IT Event 

 Dispose of household documents responsibly, 
safely and securely  

Don’t make your trash an identity thief's treasure 

September 18th,2021 
11am - 3pm Omniplex  

Parking Lot 
 

 
 

Destroy your unwanted personal, private and confidential  
papers at our environmentally friendly SHRED-IT day. 

 
Call 780-514-2206 for more information 

FREE for non-profit 
groups and  

community members 

COMMUNITY
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If your non-profit organization would like us to include any information about your group, your upcoming events or announcements, please forward your 
information to Ken  MacInnis at kmacinnis@brazeau.ab.ca  

Disclaimer: Brazeau County has the right to review, edit or reject submitted articles for inclusion into the Brazeau News. Content will be subject to space 
availability and appropriateness to the theme.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMS  
Conversation and Canadian Culture sessions start 
September 10! Guest speakers, coffee and lots of 
practice in English Language with fun Canadian topics. 
ESL Listening, Speaking, Reading Writing classes start in 
October.  Morning / Evening classes.

GOOGLE SUITE APPS (Docs, Drive, Gmail, 
Calendar, etc) Fridays, June 4, 11 & 18. 9am - 4pm
$395 for 3 full days. Virtual live class via Zoom, taught by 
University of Alberta Technology Training Centre.

NEW FUTURES - resumes, cover letters, 
interview, job search, networking. FREE. Virtual live 
class or limited spots in person Monday to Friday June 
7 - 11, 9am - 4pm  Individual help after workshop by 
appointment.

BASIC BOOKKEEPING - Introductory 
workshop to understand basic bookkeeping concepts. 2 
evenings, in-person delivery. Tuesday & Thursday. June 8 
& 10, or June 15 & 17. 6pm - 9pm.$99 includes manual.

STARTING AUG 30, SEPT 20 OR OCT 18.

Contact DV Community Learning for more information. 
780-542-3373
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AUGUST 22, 2021: 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
Frank Maddock H.S Football Field 

Featuring: Whiskey Boyz &  
LR Light and Sound DJ Services 

Welcome back everyone! We look forward to seeing you! 
Grab your blankets (no chairs) and head on down to Frank 

Maddock H.S. Football Field for a great day of 
entertainment and fun for the whole family. 

Hamburgers, Hotdogs & Pop / Water for Sale onsite 

2021/2022 Show tickets will be available for purchase, vendors 

AND MORE!  

Designated Smoking areas / Portable Toilets / Wash Station 

Chairs NOT Permitted / Alcohol & Drugs NOT permitted 

 

 

“Enjoy it to the MAX” 
FREE OUTDOOR CONCERT 

 

PRESENTED BY: 
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Come In For A Tour  
& Check Us Out!

Rooms available for short term 
accommodation to seniors 

Register for one week or longer!

$430.00 per week – Lodging and 
three meals/day plus 24 hour 
Staffing

Regular Monthly Rates Available 
starting at 1250.00* per month
(*Depending on Income)

Let us do the 
cooking and 
cleaning!

Three square meals per day. 
Plus - spend time with Friends 
& Neighbours or enjoy the 
quiet of your own room – 
always your choice!

Leave the 
grocery 
shopping, 
lawn care, 
snow removal 
etc. to us! 

If you love to garden 
– we have gardens!

Our Friendly Caring 
Staff will greet you 
every day!

SHANGRI-LA LODGE  
HAS VACANCIES! Now is a perfect time  

to consider Lodge Living!

Meals & Lodging
Entertainment & Activity 
Programming 
Plus 24 hour staffing

CALL FOR MORE 
INFORMATION   
780-542-2712

WHY NOT TRY 
LODGE LIVING?
Seniors are encouraged to 
keep their independence, 
do their own daily chores, 
make their own decisions 
and enjoy life – Lodge Living 
encourages continued 
Independence!

Under ‘Special Circumstances’ residency may be considered for underage independent individuals requiring 
a housing solution who fit within a senior community. Please call 780-542-2712 & complete application for 
consideration. The Shangri-La Lodge could be your housing solution!



Contact Names and Numbers
BRAZEAU COUNTY EMERGENCY ON CALL    780-898-9901

911

Brazeau County Office 780-542-7777 Community Peace Officers

Fax Line                        780-542-7770 Steve Goodman 780-202-2271

Planning & Development  780-542-2667 Jesse Shymansky 780-202-0047

Brazeau Fire Services Other Numbers

Drayton Valley Fire Alarms 55+ Recreation Centre 780-542-4737

Breton Fire Alarms Alive 55 Program 780-514-2206

Lodgepole Fire Alarms Beehive Support Services 780-542-3113

Forest Fires 310-3473 Brazeau Foundation 780-542-2712

Breton Food Bank 780-696-3669

Other Emergency Numbers Breton Library 780-696-3740

Alberta Highways 1-888-255-5554 David Thompson Regional Health 780-542-4415

Ambulance 911 Drayton Area Food Bank 780-514-3777

Animal Control                 780-514-0372 Drayton Valley Municipal Library 780-514-2722

Crime Stoppers 1-800-922-8477 FCSS Breton 780-696-3636

Distress Line 1-800-232-7288 FCSS Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Drayton Valley Hospital 780-542-5321 Meals on Wheels 780-542-3216

Poison Centre 1-800-332-1414 Omniplex 780-514-2234

Police 911 or 780-542-4456 Parent to Parent 780-621-2849

Sustainable Resources 780-542-6616 Park Valley Pool 780-514-2225

Rotary Children's Library 780-514-3800

Brand Inspector 403-780-6202 Town of Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Terry Hjelmeland or 403-704-5418 Village of Breton 780-696-3636

Community Association Contacts

Berrymoor Centre 780-514-0265

780-542-0511

Buck Creek Community Association 780-234-5443

Carnwood Country Hall Society 780-542-2378

Cynthia Rec Centre 780-542-9732

Easyford Community Hall 780-898-8385

Funnell Community Association 780-898-3957

780-241-3957

Lindale Community Association 780-621-8564

Lodgepole Recreation Society 780 898 5450

New Moose Hill Community Club 780-696-2109

Rocky Rapids Community League 780-542-5923

Violet Grove Community Club 780-542-7864

Whitby Community League 780-542-2729
www.whitbyhall.ca

Brazeau County  
Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 
Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1 
Phone: 780-542-7777  Fax: 780-542-7770

Transfer Station Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Violet Grove 9 - 7 9 -7 9 -5

Easyford 1 - 6 9 - 6 9 -5

Lindale 9 - 6 9 -5

Buck Creek 2 - 7 9 - 6 9 -5

Rocky Rapids 4 - 8 8:30 - 6 9 -5

Cynthia 11 - 6 9 -5

Breton 9 - 2 9 - 6 9 -5

Lodgepole 11 - 8 9 -5

Transfer Station Hours


