
v
Ec Dev - On The Move  |  Men's Sheds  |  Watershed gets a little breathing room

Brazeau
COUNTY NEWS

January / February 2020

THINGS  TO DO THIS WINTER  
TO KEEP ACTIVE AND INSPIRED  

RIGHT HERE IN YOUR  
OWN BACKYARD



2          www.brazeau.ab.ca

REEVE'S REPORT

Sincerely, 
Bart Guyon 

Reeve, Brazeau County 
 

bguyon@brazeau.ab.ca 
780-542-0999

Happy New Year!

I hope everyone enjoyed a Merry Christmas with family 
and friends. We’re in a new year and will continue the 
culture shift that puts our ratepayers first and builds the 
Brazeau economy!  In December, we passed an interim 
budget that promotes sustainability while investing in 
aging infrastructure and connectivity. 

We have maintained the 30% tax reduction that we 
implemented nearly 5 years ago, which means no 
municipal tax increase, and we have continued with no 
fees for subdivisions and development permits.

Some of the highlights for 2019 were the aggressive 
campaign Council has made to meet with our new 
provincial government.  Most members of Council and 
myself have managed individual meetings with Premier 
Jason Kenny, Minister of Municipal Affairs Kaycee Madu, as 
well as other ministers including Agriculture and Forestry, 
Environment and Parks, and the Solicitor General, just to 
name a few.  These connections will help Brazeau build 
and be the economic hub and driver of Alberta.  

It was a pleasure to share with these ministers the 
Brazeau story: Who we are, where we came from, what 
we have done and where we intend to go.  We did pass 
on the regards of Brazeau residents to the Minister of 
Environment and Parks and Government House Leader 

Jason Nixon after he quashed the Bighorn Country 
Proposal that our community so courageously came 
together to fight against.  The collaborative and resilient 
spirit of this community is awe-inspiring. 

Lobbying for the priorities of Brazeau residents is 
Council’s priority. As with past years, 2020 will be full 
of opportunities and challenges. Council wants to hear 
from you. Please come and attend council meetings and 
call your councillor or myself to share your thoughts and 
your solutions.

This is your county, and we are listening.

Reeve Bart Guyon Stood tall - with a little help - while posing for a 
photo with Jason Nixon, the Minister of Environment and Parks, at 
the Rural Municipalities Conference in November.

Jason Nixon @JasonNixonAB


Amazing that Bart Guyon, Reeve for @BrazeauCounty 

is taller than I am! #Alberta #RMAlberta @RuralMA

12:46 PM · Nov 15, 2019 · Twitter for iPhone
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Councillors
Donna Wiltse  
Division 2 Councillor
Home:780 894-3596 
Cell: 780 898-0247  
dwiltse@brazeau.ab.ca 

Heidi Swan  
Division 1 Councillor
780-515-9822  
hswan@brazeau.ab.ca 

Marc Gressler
Division 3 Councillor
Home: 780-621-1521
Cell: 780-898-2006
mgressler@brazeau.ab.ca

Kara Westerlund
Division 4 Councillor
780-898-4561
kwesterlund@brazeau.ab.ca

Anthony Heinrich
Division 5 Councillor
780-696-2468
aheinrich@brazeau.ab.ca

Sara Wheale  
Division 6 Councillor
780-514-4631 
swheale@brazeau.ab.ca

DESK OF THE CAO
Happy New Year to all of you.  They say 
hindsight is 2020 so this year should be 
very clear indeed! 

As we look back on 2019 we began to see small rays of 
opportunity and hope. With Council’s defined initiative 
to meet and lobby the new provincial government 
we have seen economic activity begin to take root in 
Brazeau.  Administration has taken many calls and met 
with multiple parties interested in development and 
through our Economic Development team of Sandra and 
Melissa, the meet and greet “doughnut” campaign has 
brought them to many of your doors! Administration is 
excited to move forward with Council and all of you in 
the community on building a better Brazeau. 

Each department has many priorities for the coming year 
and I thought I would take the opportunity to highlight 
some of them here:

The Agricultural department will move forward with the 
beginning stages of planning the 2021 Agricultural Tour.  
This will bring together the Agricultural Service Boards 
from across Alberta to showcase how we in Brazeau can 
“Cultivate Innovation.”

Public Works is upgrading the maintenance program and 
ensuring the correct timelines for renewing assets such 
as roads and utilities as per the new Asset Management 
Plans required by the Province. 

Planning is reviewing the Land Use Bylaw for readability 
and red tape in order to make the process of development 
in Brazeau County easier and more efficient as well as 
completing all the required Intermunicipal Development 
Plans and Intermuncipal Collaboration Frameworks 
with our neighbouring municipalities as required by 
the Province.

Community Services is preparing for its busy season (and 
hoping for a lot less rain then last year…truthfully so is 
every department), while working on understanding the 
new Police Costing Model that the Province has proposed.

And as 2020 begins Finance immediately goes to work 
on year end accounting and preparations for the final 
budget, which will go to Council in April.

As always, my door is open if anyone has concerns or 
suggestions.  I trust you all had a wonderful holiday 
season and look forward to a successful and prosperous 
year in 2020.

Kind Regards, 
Jocelyn Whaley  

jwhaley@brazeau.ab.ca
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
November 5
Drayton Valley/Brazeau County 
Fire Services Statistics  
for September
Fire Chief Tom Thomson presented 
Council with the department’s 
statistics from September.

There were seven fire calls (two in 
the Town and five in Brazeau County), 
five alarms calls, five motor vehicle 
collisions, one rescue call, three 
requests to help another agency, and 
one miscellaneous call. In total, there 
were 10 calls in the Town and 12 in 
the County.

Changes to FIN-7 Policy
Council approved changes to the 
FIN-7 Policy on community funding, 
including a change to include security 
monitoring costs at community halls 
as part of core funding provided 
by the County. The policy was also 
updated with smaller administrative 
changes.

November 19
RCMP 3rd Quarter Update
Staff Sergeant Harpreet Dhaliwal, 
Detachment Commander of the 
Thorsby/Breton detachment and 
Staff Sargent Malcolm Callihoo, 
Detachment Commander of the 
Drayton Valley RCMP shared statistical 
comparisons for the detachments.

In Breton, total Criminal Code 
offences were 511 for the period 
from January 1 to September 30, 
compared to 527 in the same period 
in 2018. Total property crimes rose 
to 404 from 393, and total crimes 
against persons fell to 58 from 74. 

In Drayton Valley, total Criminal Code 
offences fell to 488 between January 
and October, compared to 672 in the 
same period in 2018. Crimes against 
persons fell to 47 from 65, and 
property crimes fell to 394 from 528.

Intermunicipal Collaboration 
Framework with Clearwater 
County
Council adopted an Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Framework (ICF) with 
Clearwater County. The ICF provides 
information regarding intermunicipal 
cooperation, municipal services 
offered to residents by both counties, 
the collaboration process for future 
projects and agreements and a 
process for dispute resolution.

Updates to  
Agricultural Policies
Council approved changes to Policy 
AG-8 and Policy AG-10. The policies 
outline how weed inspection and 
control and vegetation management 
is carried out by the County, and have 
been updated to make them more 
concise, and to more clearly assign 
responsibilities under the policies. 
The changes make the policies more 
relevant to residents.

December 3
STARS Update
Glenda Farnden, senior municipal 
relations liaison with Shock Trauma Air 
Rescue Services (STARS) Foundation, 
gave an update to Council on the 
foundation’s fundraising and missions 
in 2019. Council currently contributes 
$2 per capita to STARS.

Wildfire Risk Management Plan
Dale Thomas of Alberta Agriculture 
and Forestry spoke to Council about 
the Wildfire Risk Management 
Plan in the Rocky Mountain Forest 
Management Area, which includes 
portions of Brazeau County. 

The department will be working with 
the County to discuss and implement 
FireSmart and other fire mitigation 
initiatives.

Support for West Central  
Forage Association
Council and the Agricultural Service 
Board will send a letter to the 
provincial government requesting the 
disbursement of allocated funding to 
the West Central Forage Association. 
The association has not received 
payment of committed funds for 
2019 from the provincial government. 
Alberta’s forage associations rely on 
their core funding from the province 
to provide applied research and 
extension to the region’s farmers.

December 17
Intermunicipal Development 
Plans and Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Frameworks
Council considered a number 
reports regarding Intermunicipal 
Development Plans (IDPs) and 
Intermunicipal Collaboration 
Frameworks (ICFs) with neighbouring 
communities:

•  Council gave second and 
third readings to adopt the 
Intermunicipal Collaboration 
Framework between Yellowhead 
County and Brazeau County. 
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•  Council scheduled a public hearing 
for the Brazeau County and County 
of Wetaskiwin No. 10 IDP for 10:15 
a.m. on January 21, 2020.

•  Council gave first reading to the 
Brazeau County and the Village of 
Breton IDP, and scheduled a public 
hearing for 10 a.m. on February 
18, 2020. An open house will be 
held from 5 to 7 p.m. January 20 at 
the Breton Golden Age Friendship 
Centre.

•  Council gave first reading to Bylaw 
1045-19 to adopt the Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Framework between 
Brazeau County and the Village 
of Breton.

An Intermunicipal Development Plan 
is a high-level policy plan created by 
neighbouring municipalities. An IDP 
is designed to foster cooperation 

and integrated development near 
the municipal boundaries so that 
unnecessary costs and negative 
impacts for the municipalities 
are avoided.

An Intermunicipal Collaboration 
Framework highlights and formalizes 
existing collaborative work between 
adjacent municipalities and provides 
a forum to work together.

Support for DV Alumni  
Event Committee
Council approved a Community Event 
Grant of $1,000 to the DV Alumni 
Event Committee to support the 
Edmonton Oilers and Calgary Flames 
Alumni Hockey Game on March 28, 
2020.

Drayton Valley/Brazeau County 
Fire Services Statistics for 
October and November 
Fire Chief Tom Thomson presented 
Council with the department’s 
statistics from October and 
November.

There were 10 fire calls (three in 
the Town and seven in Brazeau 
County), 21 alarm calls, and nine 
motor vehicle collision calls, three 
involving a collision with a moose. In 
total, there were 23 calls in the Town 
and 42 in the County.

1

2

Reeve Bart Guyon presents Maintenance Supervisor David 
Cadwell a Long Service Award for 30 years of service to Brazeau 
County. Congratulations David!

Reeve Bart Guyon presents Director of Community Services 
Lee Chambers a Long Service Award for five years of service 
to Brazeau County. Congratulations Lee!
 

Reeve Bart Guyon presents Parks and Recreation 
Supervisor Colin Loose a Long Service Award for five years 
of service to Brazeau County. Congratulations Colin!

1

2

3 3
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Back to Class! 
Community Peace Officer Jesse 
Shymansky recently visited with 
the children at Foundations Pre-
Kindergarten to teach them what 
CPOs do for our communities.

Throughout four presentations to 
the children, Jesse read with the 
students, showed them his uniform 
and tools, let them play the patrol 
cars lights and sirens, and encouraged 
them to turn to emergency services 
personnel if they need help.

CPO Community Outreach

1,080 
POUNDS  
OF FOOD!

County residents Allan and Dixie Taylor were  
among the many who contributed food and toys  
to the CRAM THE CRUISER event Dec. 12 to  
support Santas Anonymous and the food bank. 

In total, County CPOs, 
the RCMP, and Santas 
Anonymous collected  
more than:

Residents stepped up to help 
make Christmas extra special

530  
TOYS

Created by Maria Kislitsina
from the Noun Project

Created by Ben Davis
from the Noun Project

Created by suhyeon Jung
from the Noun Project
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RCMP POLICING PRIORITIES

The RCMP is committed to preserving the peace, upholding the law and providing quality service in partnership 
with the communities it serves. The purpose of this brief, seven-question survey is to ensure the public has a say 
in what the RCMP priorities are for the region.  This is not a crime reporting tool but allows the public to provide 
input into how policing priorities are formed.

Each year, RCMP from the Drayton Valley and Breton detachments establish policing priorities to ensure that, 
in addition to responding to calls for service, members focus on the policing issues identified by the public as 
being the most important. These priorities are determined based on the feedback the RCMP receives from the 
municipalities and communities they serve.

Brazeau County, theTown of Drayton Valley, and Parkland County have partnered with the RCMP to conduct 
this brief survey to ensure that RCMP priorities align with those of the public. Information collected from this 
survey will be reviewed and considered by the RCMP, County and Town Councils. Please note, Tomahawk is 
served by the Drayton Valley RCMP detachment and this survey is intended for residents of Tomahawk and the 
immediate area only.

This survey will remain open until February 10th, 2020.

This survey can be taken online at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RCFTQWZ
Alternatively, surveys can be dropped off in-person or mailed to any of the addresses found below.

Drayton Valley 
RCMP

5409 Industrial Road
Drayton Valley, AB  T7A 1R6 

Brazeau County 
Administration Building

Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494
Drayton Valley, AB  T7A 1R1

Drayton Valley 
Civic Centre

5120-52 Street
Drayton Valley, AB  T7A 1A1

Tomahawk Shop
4902 50 Avenue

Tomahawk, AB  T0E 2H0 
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Peter 
McDowell, 

2019 APWA 
Alberta 

Chapter 
President of 

the American 
Public Works 
Association, 

presents 
Lynden Fischer 

with the 
Manger of the 

Year award.

Brazeau County is pleased to 
recognize Director of Public 
Works Lynden Fischer as 
the American Public Works 
Association’s (APWA) Excellence 
in Public Works Manager of the 
Year. 

County staff jumped at the 
opportunity to write letters of 
support for his nomination. 

Lynden is a farm boy and an 
athlete at heart, moving from 
Saskatchewan to Red Deer 
at 17. He started his career 
as a surveyor, and continued 
in that field for 10 years. The 
knowledge gained in this 
position has proved incredibly 
useful at Brazeau County. It’s 
quite common to walk into 
his office and see a full cross 
section of a road detailed on 
his whiteboard. And should you 
need to hang something on a 
wall, his “surveyor’s eye” is at 
your service. 

He then went to work for 
Alberta Transportation as 
an Operat ions Services 
Coordinator. He continued in 
this position for three years 
before moving on to become 
the Operations Manager and 
later the Director of the Project 
Management Office. It’s quite 
apparent that his time there 
was well spent, as he brought 
a wealth of knowledge forward 
to Brazeau and his calls back 
to his contacts there are 
happily received. 

Our Very Own Lynden Fischer Awarded: 
 Excellence in Public Works  
MANAGER OF THE YEAR

The move from provincial to 
municipal government is a 
culture shock to say the least. 
However, no one in the Public 
Works Department noticed, as 
Fischer transitioned seamlessly 
into the Director of Public 
Works for Brazeau County. He 
immediately dove in to learn 
the procedures, and no sooner 
did he understand them did he 
start to find efficiencies in each. 
Brazeau took full advantage of 
his big picture thought process 
and experience at the province; 
many changes to our processes 
were made and his opinion 
quickly became sought after. 

It’s now been 18 months since 
Lynden has been part of the 
Brazeau family, and in that time, 
he has brought the department 
closer than ever, and fosters a 
collaborative, supportive team 
environment. 

Lynden Fischer has not only 
done his job as a manager, 
leading the department and 
working alongside team 
members, but also as a 
mentor and a friend. He takes 
personal responsibility for the 
effectiveness of the Public 
Works team and individually 
just as seriously as his self-
imposed responsibility to make 
sure they enjoy their jobs day 
to day. 
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At the December 3 Council meeting, 
Councillor Marc Gressler made 
Council and the public aware of Men’s 
Sheds Canada, an organization to 
help men connect and together avoid 
loneliness, isolation, and depression.

In a shed, men get together for 
activities like woodworking projects, 
cooking, bike repairs, music, and 
yelling at the television during the 
playoffs. The movement started in 
Australia in 2007, expanding their 
tradition of backyard sheds into 
collaborative, communal spaces.

They can also be a place to socialize, 
to learn new skills or to pass on 
skills. In Canada, Men’s Sheds are 
modern, shared versions of the home 
workshops that have long been part 
of the Canadian way of life. 

The Canadian Men’s Sheds 
Association is a peer-run group that 
aims to build relationships between 

Men’s Sheds are welcoming, 
supportive places for 
friendship and fun. They 
provide opportunities for 
men to socialize, take part 
in activities, and learn 
something new. They are 
places were members can 
be themselves.

Men’s Sheds can be located 
in a variety of places, they 
may be made up of a few 
men or a large group, and 
they may focus on one or 
more activities.

While locations, activities, 
and membership can vary 
from shed to shed, the core 
vision of the Men’s Sheds 
movement is equality and 
inclusion for all members –  
regardless of age, cultural 
background, ability, sexual 
orientation, income, or 
employment status.

Men’s Sheds is a grass-
roots, bottom-up 
movement where the 
members decide what 
to do.

Some Men’s Sheds 
also support projects 
aimed at giving back to 
their community – by 
participating in community 
events or volunteering. 
However, involvement 
in Men’s Sheds is always 
casual and attendance 
is optional rather 
than required.

Canadian sheds, help new ones get 
started, and raise awareness about 
the friendly, inclusive, and creative 
spaces that sheds can offer.

Anyone interested in starting a shed 
in Brazeau County can visit www.
menssheds.ca for more information 
(including a Shed Startup Toolkit), 
and contact Doug Mackie, who 
started the first Canadian shed in 
2011, at dmackies@mymts.net or  
1-204- 832-0629. He will gladly share 
his passion, insights and experiences.

MEN'S  
SHEDS 
It may sound like a 
"Man Cave" but Mens 
Sheds are a far more 
profound concept.

Created by Chaowalit  Koetchuea
from the Noun Project

Created by Chaowalit  Koetchuea
from the Noun Project

http://www.menssheds.ca
http://www.menssheds.ca
mailto:dmackies@mymts.net
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Easyf
ord Park & Modeste CreekCAMPGROUNDS

2020 LOT TERY

Brazeau County partnered 
with the Alberta Onsite 
Wastewater Management 
Association to host a Septic 
Sense workshop on November 
27, 2019. Twenty six people 
were in attendance to listen 
to Rick Baxter describe the 
various types of systems, how 
septic systems work and the 
appropriate use of them.  Mr. 
Baxter is an inspector with 
The Inspections Group and he 
explained the regulations for 
installation and placement, as 
well as proper maintenance 
and troubleshooting for 
private septic systems.

Septic Sense
watewater management information session draws a crowd

    Village of Breton 
New CAO Introduction 
 

Hello everyone.  I thought I’d write a quick blurb to introduce myself.   

I am the new CAO for the Village of Breton.  While I am new to the village, I am 
not totally new to the area itself.  I lived and worked at Pigeon Lake for almost 4 
years from 2011 – 2014 so I already know the general area.  I originally hail from 
the Peace country where I spent most of my life.  I have worked in municipal 
government since 2004 for a Municipal District, a few Towns and Summer Villages 
giving me a range of knowledge and experiences.  I also have a Business Diploma, 
a Bachelor in Accounting, and various municipal education earning me the CLGM 
(Certified Local Government Manager) designation. 

It may confuse people at first since I also go by the name of Terri which was my 
predecessor’s name, but I’m sure it won’t take long to differentiate us. 

I look forward to meeting people in the community.   

Therese (Terri) Wiebe  

 

    Village of Breton 
New CAO Introduction 
 

Hello everyone.  I thought I’d write a quick blurb to introduce myself.   

I am the new CAO for the Village of Breton.  While I am new to the village, I am 
not totally new to the area itself.  I lived and worked at Pigeon Lake for almost 4 
years from 2011 – 2014 so I already know the general area.  I originally hail from 
the Peace country where I spent most of my life.  I have worked in municipal 
government since 2004 for a Municipal District, a few Towns and Summer Villages 
giving me a range of knowledge and experiences.  I also have a Business Diploma, 
a Bachelor in Accounting, and various municipal education earning me the CLGM 
(Certified Local Government Manager) designation. 

It may confuse people at first since I also go by the name of Terri which was my 
predecessor’s name, but I’m sure it won’t take long to differentiate us. 

I look forward to meeting people in the community.   

Therese (Terri) Wiebe  
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notice of changes: 
The County will be hosting a lottery for group campground bookings in 2020.  
The County will be permitting local residents to book 60% of the bookings and  
non-locals to book 40%.

Entry forms will be available on 
Feb. 3 at www.brazeau.ab.ca

Lottery entries will be taken from 
Feb. 3—Feb. 7 at 3:00 P.M. 
 
The County will be contacting 
participants on Feb. 10.

Questions? Contact:  
Colin Loose Cloose@brazeau.ab.ca 
or 780-542-7777

Easyf
ord Park & Modeste CreekCAMPGROUNDS

new rates for 2020

Day
Weekend
3 Day Weekend
Week
Reservation Deposit
Damage Deposit

$200
$400
$500

$1,300
$200
$500

2020 LOT TERY
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www.businessinbrazeau.com

Economic Development 
On The Move
Brazeau County’s economic development 
website is now live! Sandra and Melissa, our 
economic development team, have been 
working hard behind the scenes to make this 
website amazing!

Go to www.BusinessinBrazeau.com and check 
us out! We are the information portal for 
everything economic development related in 
Brazeau County. 

While you are on the website, check out all 
the tabs:

1.  Business Directory - We have more space 
for our local businesses to add more 
information about your businesses.

2.  Business License Application - It’s free and 
voluntary, but you should fill it out anyway.

3.  Investment - A spot where we can highlight 
opportunities in Brazeau County

4.  Resources - This is where we can help 
connect our local businesses with the 
people and the companies to help achieve 
their next success.

5.  Visitors - A great place for potential new 
businesses and new employees to find out 
why Brazeau County is not only where you 
want to work, but it’s also where you want 
to live.

6.  Blog - We have introduced a Blog series for 
2020. Check out our inaugural blog post to 
start the year off right!

If you would like to see your business listed on 
the directory, call Sandra McIntosh at 780-542-
7777 or email her at smcintosh@brazeau.ab.ca

Ch

eck Out The Blog!
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Brazeau County’s economic development team kicked 
off its Business Visitation Program back in July 2019. The 
program has been a resounding success! We connected 
with you where you work and got to know more about 
your business, your employees and the ways in which you 
are contributing to our local economy. Each visit provided 
our team with some great connections, insights and ideas 
on how to support our local businesses. We’ve enjoyed 
sharing the bakery delights of our local shops 

But we are not done yet! Phase I of the Business Visita-
tion Program is wrapping up at the end of May 2020, and 
we have a lot of work to do before then!

1.    We will finish off the remaining visits with businesses   
in the Industrial Parks

•  We will be continuing our game of phone tag with 
each of you to set up a quick chat

2.  We will analyze the data we are collecting

•  See where there is some common ground and where 
some potential opportunities may arise.

3.   We will share the analysis with our businesses in the 
Industrial Parks

•   We will be hosting an open house in May 2020. We 
want to go over the data collected and determine 
some next steps to help our local businesses thrive.

4.  We will create an Ad-Hoc Business Committee. 

•  Depending on where the data leads us, will deter-
mine what this committee looks like and what its 
purpose will be.

Watch for Phase II of the Business Visitation Program 
to begin in July, 2020. We will be reaching out to our 
County commercial businesses. We will be going all over 
the County to meet each one of you and find out how 
we can support you.

If you want to be part of the action, and would like San-
dra and Melissa from the Economic Development Team 
to drop by for a chat, please call 780-542-7777 or e-mail 
smcintosh@brazeau.ab.ca  

Expect doughnuts!

Business  
Visitations 
Continue 

Ch

eck Out The Blog!

mailto:smcintosh@brazeau.ab.ca
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THIS LICENSE MUST BE POSTED IN A CONSPICUOUS PLACE UPON THE LICENSED PREMISES

Business License subject to the provisions of the By-Laws of Brazeau County and such Provincial Regulations and Federal Laws  
as may be applicable therto as are now or hereafter may be in force during the currency of this license.

In the event of any changes, the licensee must immediately notify 
the business license officer. This license remains the property of 
brazeau county and must be surrendered upon request.

Category:                    Units:                                      Valid From:                           Valid To:

LICENSE VALID FOR THE SPECIFIED 
PERIOD UNLESS SOONER FORFEITED

Industry 
Local Business

1 Jan 1, 2020

2020 - 0001

BUSINESS LICENSE OFFICER

Dec 31, 2020

LICENSED LOCATION:      NAME 
INDUSTRY 
TYPE

LICENSE NUMBER:

Mail To: NAME 
ADDRESS

VALID TO: December 31, 2020

This is to Certify

Now that the new Business in Brazeau 
website is live, Brazeau County businesses 
can use it to apply for their free and vol-
untary business licence!

This will help the Economic Development 
team to connect with business owners 
and collect statistics to better inform their 
work supporting  your business.

Get your Business License and be entered to WIN 

For some added incentive, be one of the first to fill out your  
one-page business license form and submit it for your chance  
to win one of five $100 Google gift cards.

Don’t worry if you don’t make the first five – the next ten applications 
will receive a free Friday Lunch for your staff on us!

The licence is for for everyone operat-
ing a business in Brazeau County or any-
one doing business in Brazeau County. 
The application can be found here:  

https://bit.ly/36vnhB6

https://bit.ly/36vnhB6?fbclid=IwAR1ys-1ACB_MwWRHyYHg9wTonOoAnvtDWI9cbTDGnmsTc8cI6JxZ1JAdJ8o
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Business visitations have begun and we are not above 
using delicious doughnuts to entice you into meeting 
with us. We want to answer your questions, hear your 
great ideas and understand what you need from 
Brazeau County that will help your business thrive. Set 
up a meeting or find out more information by calling  
Sandra McIntosh, our bringer of tasty, tasty doughnuts 
(and Economic Development Officer). 780-542-7777.

...did we mention the part about doughnuts?  
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With so much to do in our beautiful local 
area, there’s no reason to let the  

winter blues sink in.  
 Check out these eleven ways to make the 

most of winter in Brazeau County.
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Brazeau County offers opportunities for fun in the snow, 
no matter what you have on your feet. The Eagle Point-
Blue Rapids Provincial Park has nearly 20 kilometres 
of trails for cross-country skiing, winter hiking, and 
snowshoeing. The Pembina Nordic Ski Club and the 
parks council recently opened their brand new Outdoor 
Education Centre, a log-style chalet. For maps and more 
information, visit: www.epbrparkscouncil.org 

 If downhill skiing or tubing is more your  
speed, you can visit the Drayton Valley  
Brazeau Snow Club’s hill off Range Road 72  
south of Township Road 494.  
For more information, visit:  
www.facebook.com/DVBSC/ 

1cross-country 
skiing

2
snowshoeing

3winter hiking

4 downhill 
skiing

https://www.epbrparkscouncil.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DVBSC/
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If you’re more interested in what’s under the ice, 
Sardine Lake and Buck Lake (just outside Brazeau 
County) are two options for ice fishing. Please make sure 
the ice is at least 20 centimeters (7.87 inches) for groups 
and 25 centimeters (9.84 inches) for snowmobiles.

6ice skating

7ice fishing

With outdoor rinks in Cynthia, Rocky Rapids,  
as well as Discovery Park and the Civic Centre  
in Drayton Valley, there’s opportunities to hit  
the ice in the great outdoors. There’s also  
public skating at the Omniplex.  
Skate times and more:  
www.draytonvalley.ca/omniplex/

The Drayton Valley Curling Club offers men’s,  
ladies, junior, and mixed leagues, as well as  
themed bonspiels at the rink beside the Omniplex. 
www.draytonvalleycurling.ca/ 

 
The Breton Curling Rink has three sheets and a  
licensed lounge. Contact the Breton Village Office  
for details. www.village.breton.ab.ca/

5curling

https://www.draytonvalley.ca/omniplex/
http://draytonvalleycurling.ca/
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Brazeau County and Drayton Valley have 
a number of organizations serving the 
community, and welcome members 
and volunteers. Call the County 
at 780-542-7777 for suggestions on 
volunteer groups, or for information on a 
number of community organizations, visit: 
www.draytonvalley.ca/community-
organizations-and-groups/  You can also 
contact your local FCSS office for more 
ideas. Drayton Valley: 780-514-2200  
Breton: 780-696-3636 for.

There are dozens of snowmobile trails in the County, and 
the Brazeau Snowmobile Club hosts a number of events. 
Contact Lorne at 780-542-1565 for more information. 
Brazeau County’s Off-highway Vehicle Bylaw also allows 
for snowmobiles to be driven in the ditches of County 
Roads and three-digit highways, as long as riders have 
registration and insurance.

If you’re more into hygge than hiking, our 
area boasts three libraries: one in Breton and 
the municipal library and children’s library in 
Drayton Valley. All offer books and DVDs to 
check out and bring home to curl up with, as 
well as regular programs like reading clubs, 
story times, and craft times. 

Plan your own winter celebration!  
Contact one of the 11 community halls in  
the County to rent the hall for your own  
winter gathering, or see if your local hall  
has events already planned.  
www.brazeau.ab.ca/living-here/community-halls

8 library

9volunteer

10 rent a hall

11snowmobiling

The Drayton Valley Curling Club offers men’s,  
ladies, junior, and mixed leagues, as well as  
themed bonspiels at the rink beside the Omniplex. 
www.draytonvalleycurling.ca/ 

 
The Breton Curling Rink has three sheets and a  
licensed lounge. Contact the Breton Village Office  
for details. www.village.breton.ab.ca/

https://www.draytonvalley.ca/community-organizations-and-groups/
https://www.draytonvalley.ca/community-organizations-and-groups/
https://www.brazeau.ab.ca/living-here/community-halls
http://draytonvalleycurling.ca/
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ALUS PROGRAM  
HELPS WATERSHED HEAL

The ALUS program arrived in 
Brazeau County in spring 2016, and 
ALUS Brazeau signed its first-ever 
Participant Agreement in June 2017. 
That pioneering participant was 
Charlie Maltais.

Charlie and his wife, Theresa Maltais, 
raise a mixed breed of Red Angus 
/ Charolais cattle on 297 acres in 
Breton, Alberta.

“I like being part of ALUS because it 
is making a difference,” said Maltais.

“Theresa and I like to go for nature 
walks along the creek, and we can 
see that moose and deer have been 
coming back to the area, as well as 
two new beaver dams. The water is 
cleaner, too.”

Their beautiful property features a 
large waterway that branches off into 
various creeks, eventually flowing 
into the Modeste Creek, a branch of 
the North Saskatchewan River.

All this is part of the Modeste 
subwatershed, which the 

Government of Alberta has identified 
as a priority area for water quality, 
flood mitigation and drought 
prevention in the province.

As such, Maltais’ ALUS projects are 
part of ALUS Canada’s Modeste 
Natural Infrastructure Project (MNIP), 
which is currently helping farmers 
and ranchers in Wetaskiwin, Leduc, 
Parkland and Brazeau Counties 
restore and enhance 650 acres of 
wetlands and riparian areas in the 
Modeste Creek watershed.

For his part, Maltais has enrolled 
more than 50 acres into the ALUS 
program, consisting of several 
connected projects along the creek. 
For example, more than one kilometer 
of fencing now excludes cattle from 
the waterway. They get their water 
from a solar-powered offsite waterer 
and a farm yard waterer instead.

Prior to establishing this ALUS project, 
the banks were eroded and there was 
quite a bit of pugging (dents) and 
hummocking (mounds) throughout 
the riparian area, caused by hoof 
compaction of wet soil. This uneven 
terrain was also breaking down the 
soil aggregates, which caused topsoil 
to run off into the water.

But as the “after” photo shows, 
ALUS helped the Maltais family 
establish cattle fencing to protect 
the waterway. The area between the 
creek and the fence has now been 
transformed into a protected riparian 
buffer zone, a 38-acre area with lots 
of trees and steep banks down to 
the creek. Charlie and Theresa also 
planted some shrubs to help with 
bank stabilization and to encourage 
birds to visit.

These ALUS projects help the 
environment not only by enhancing 
biodiversity, but also by controlling 

Reprinted with permission from ALUS Canada
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erosion and reducing sedimentation, 
to produce cleaner water for the 
wider community.

After completing their original ALUS 
projects in 2017, the Maltais noticed 
an increase in plant cover throughout 
the riparian area, which has now 
created a well layered ecosystem that 
serves as habitat for pollinators and 
a variety of wildlife including deer, 
moose, beaver, waterfowl and other 
birds.

But they weren’t done yet.

“This year the Maltais added on 
to their previous ALUS project by 
enrolling another 5.5 acres into ALUS 
and putting in more than 900 m of 
new fencing,” said Corbyn Pankonin, 
ALUS Brazeau’s Program Coordinator.

“It’s great to have a repeat customer 
and to see landowners being 
passionate about improving the 
ecology on their land.”

For more information on ALUS 
Brazeau, please visit www.brazeau.
ab.ca/living-here/alus.

ALUS Canada’s MNIP is funded by 
a grant from Alberta Environment 
and Parks’ Watershed Resiliency and 
Restoration Program (WRRP), as part 
of Alberta’s strategy for reducing the 
risk of flooding by making significant 
investments to increase floodwater 
storage capacity upstream of major 
communities. MNIP will also allow 
scientific researchers to evaluate the 
financial benefits of conserving and 
enhancing this natural infrastructure 
on agricultural lands. For more 
information on MNIP, visit this 
webpage: www.alus.ca/alus_news_
and_events/alus-granted-720k-flood-
prevention-alberta/
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family and community 
support services (FCSS)

Breton and

Area FCSS

CHECK OUT THE PROGRAMS AVAILABLE

WINTER 2020

IN OUR COMMUNITY

For more information contact Deanne at 780-696-3636 -

bfcss@telus.net

or check the Village of Breton at www.village.breton.ab.ca

Pre-school Gym Time - Brighter Futures
Breton Pre-school

MOPS Group for Moms 
Knit & Kackle 

Adult Exercise Class
Storytime - Breton Library

Free Movie Afternoons
Home Support Services

Meals and Wheels
Workshops and more!
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community 
connection

PPLLAAYY  
EENNGGAAGGEE  

LLEEAARRNN  

             

 CCAALLLL  
778800..551144..55007700  or visit us at  
4743-46 Street (Rotary House) 
Drayton Valley, AB 

HHeeaalltthhyy  FFaammiilliieess  EEnnggaaggeedd  iinn  CCoommmmuunniittyy  

Our Mission Statement: 
To strengthen family  

relationships 
& community connections 

BRIGHTER FUTURES  
FAMILY RESOURCE SOCIETY 

Lodgepole Community Hall  
Every Second Tuesday 10:00 to 11:30 am Starts  
 
Scouts Hall Drayton Valley 
Every Wednesday 10:00am to 11:30am 
 
Violet Grove Community Hall 
Every Thursday 10:00am to 11:30am 
 

Brighter Futures Indoor Playground AND Preschool Gym 

Faith Evangelical Covenant Church in Breton 
4712 53rd Avenue 
Breton, AB 
Every Tuesday 10:00am to 11:30am  
 
Alder Flats Community Centre 
Every Wednesday 10:00am to 11:30am 
 

Come burn off energy!  
 

We offer interactive age 
appropriate games, 
songs and toys.  

Lunch and Learn   Dates TBA  
Locations: Drayton Valley, Alder Flats and   
Breton. 
Family Support  Services  
Providing  free Parenting  support classes.   
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DV RURAL AREA 

CRIME 
WATCH

Pulling Together 
Against Crime

Find out more about 
the association and 
how to participate

Contact us at:
DVRuralcrimewatch 
@gmail.com

Created by Chameleon Design

from the Noun Project

Pembina Crisis 
Connection is  
pleased to offer ASIST  
  (Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training)  
 
February 11 and 12, 2020.
Please watch our Facebook page or email us  
for upcoming registration details.

pembinacrisisconnectionsociety@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pembinacrisisconnectionsociety

Created by Jojo Ticon
from the Noun Project

Created by Lokab Mone
from the Noun Project

mailto:pembinacrisisconnectionsociety@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/pembinacrisisconnectionsociety
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On December 10th the Friendly Frogs 
and Super Snails were thrilled at the 
opportunity to explore the Pembina 
Nordic Ski trails. Their goal was to 
put the forest to sleep for the winter, 
and was funded through the Emerald 
Foundation. 

Once at the trails, the children were 
engaged in outdoor exploration and 
discovery. Children and staff found 
the whole experience engaging and 
rewarding. Children were captivated 
by the  outdoor kitchen that was 
stocked full of pots, pans, plates, cups 
and anything the children could find 
in the forest that they could use to 
enhance their imagination. 

The groups learned about deer, their 
antlers, and when they lose them.  
Children explored the forest to see 
how many antlers they could see 

hanging in the trees.  Children were 
given a magnifying glass to investigate 
the forest around them using all of 
their senses. 

They discovered a rabbit hole, smelled 
a very young spruce tree, found 
moss, tree bark, and dried berries. 
The Friendly Frogs and Super Snails 
will take park in a six week nature 
program in late winter/early spring 
thanks to an anonymous donor.

SEEING  
THE FOREST 
THROUGH 
THE TREES
Children get their  
mitts on nature at the 
Pembina Nordic Ski Trails.
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780-542-3373

dvcommunitylearning.ca

Adult  L i teracy & Numeracy Coaching

English Language & Cit izenship Prep

Basic  Computer  & Digital  L i teracy Classes

Adult  Learner  Support

@ Rotary House
4743 - 46 Street, DV
M - Th, 9am - 3pm

Sept - June
 

JANUARY - MARCH 2020
 PROGRAM START DATES

NEW!
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contact us
Call to register - 780-542-3373!

BASIC COMPUTERS  - 5 weekly classes (Tues) - Feb 4.  12:30 - 3pm  $50

IPADS FOR SENIORS - 5 weekly classes (Wed) - Feb 5.  12:30 - 3pm  $50

ESSENTIAL SKILLS (Math/Reading/Writing for adults looking to refresh or

move on to GED Prep) - 7 weeks (Tue, Wed, Thurs 9am - 12pm) - starts Jan 21.

Registration required.  FREE!

 

GED Prep - call for next start date and cost.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DROP IN / REGISTRATION DAY - Jan 27. 10am - 2pm

Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced ESL, IELTS Prep, Reading, Writing,

Speaking and Listening for adults new to the English Language.  $100/term

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PLACEMENT TEST -Jan 30. 9am

ENGLISH LANGUAGE CLASSES - starts Feb 10 

WORK PREP FOR PARENTS (for parents or adults returning to the workforce,

focusing on transferable skills such as communication, teamwork, confidence,

and many others) - 11 weekly classes (Mon) - Feb 3.  10am - 12pm  FREE
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Movies:

Literacy:

Art/Culture:

Just for Fun:

Outreach:

Events:

Film on Film: 'Judy' Thursday, Jan 23 @ 6 pm 
Family Flick: 'Maleficent: Mistress of Evil' Saturday, Jan 25 @ 1 pm 
Suspenseful Cinema: 'Lighthouse' Thursday, Jan 30 @ 6 pm

Youthink Book Clubs: Wednesdays @ 3:45 pm 
NF Book Club: 'The Patch: People, Pipelines & Politics of Pipelines': Monday, Jan 20 @ 6:30 pm 
Word Wizardry for Youth:  Tuesday, Jan 28 @ 3:45 pm (New!) 
Write Stuff: Tuesday, Jan 28 @ 6 pm

Fabric Arts:  Tuesdays, @ 6 pm 
Art in the Afternoon: Wednesdays @ 1 pm

Dice, Dragons & Dewey Decimal (D&D):  Tuesdays, @ 3:30 pm

Library Senior Services: Library items delivery & pick-up: Wednesday, Jan 29

Family Literacy Day: Join us at the Roayal Canadian Legion Hall, Monday, Jan 27, 10 am - 2 pm
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Come In For A Tour  
& Check Us Out!

Rooms available for short term 
accommodation to seniors 

Register for one week or longer!

$430.00 per week – Lodging and 
three meals/day plus 24 hour 
Staffing

Regular Monthly Rates Available 
starting at 1250.00* per month
(*Depending on Income)

Let us do the 
cooking and 
cleaning!

Three square meals per day. 
Plus - spend time with Friends 
& Neighbours or enjoy the 
quiet of your own room – 
always your choice!

Leave the 
grocery 
shopping, 
lawn care, 
snow removal 
etc. to us! 

If you love to garden 
– we have gardens!

Our Friendly Caring 
Staff will greet you 
every day!

SHANGRI-LA LODGE  
HAS VACANCIES! Now is a perfect time  

to consider Lodge Living!

Meals & Lodging
Entertainment & Activity 
Programming 
Plus 24 hour staffing

CALL FOR MORE 
INFORMATION   
780-542-2712

WHY NOT TRY 
LODGE LIVING?
Seniors are encouraged to 
keep their independence, 
do their own daily chores, 
make their own decisions 
and enjoy life – Lodge Living 
encourages continued 
Independence!

Under ‘Special Circumstances’ residency may be considered for underage independent individuals requiring 
a housing solution who fit within a senior community. Please call 780-542-2712 & complete application for 
consideration. The Shangri-La Lodge could be your housing solution!
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Session 1 
Mondays 
January 6, 13, 20, 27, February 7 
5:00 - 5:40 pm  Sea Otters 
5:00 - 6:00pm  Level 7-10 
5:45 - 6:45 pm  Level 5/6 
6:00 - 7:00 pm  Level 1/2 
7:00 - 8:00 pm  Adult Lessons 
8:00 - 8:45 pm  Kayaking 
 

Tuesdays 
January 7, 14. 21, 28, February 4 
5:00 - 5:30 pm  Starfish/Ducks/Sea Turtles 
 

Wednesdays 
January 8, 15, 22, 29, February 5 
5:00 - 6:00 pm  Level 1/2 
 

Thursdays 
January 6, 13, 20, 27, February 7 
5:00 - 5:40 pm  Sea Otters 
 

Saturdays 
January 11, 18, 25, February 1, 8 
10:00 - 10:40 am Sea Otters 
10:00 - 11:00 am Salamander/Sunfish 
10:00 - 11:00 am Level 1/2 
10:45 - 11:45 am Level 7-10 
11:05 - 12:00 pm Level 3/4 
11:10 - 11:40 am Star/Duck/Turtles 
 

Preschool Sessions -  
Mondays & Wednesdays 
January 8, 13, 15, 20, 22 
10:00 - 10:40 am Sea Otters 
 

Visit us online:  www.draytonvalley.ca 
Address:  5030 - 48 Street, Drayton Valley, AB 
Phone:  780.514.2225 
Email:  pooladmin@draytonvalley.ca 

Session 2 
Mondays 
February 10, 24, March 2, 9, 16 
5:00 - 5:30 pm  Star/Duck/Turtle 
5:00 - 6:00 pm  Level 1/2 
5:40 - 6:20 pm  Sea Otters 
6:00 - 7:00 pm  Level 3/4 
7:00 - 8:00 pm  Adult Lessons 
8:00 - 8:45 pm  Kayaking 
 

Tuesdays 
February 11, 18, 25, March 3, 10 
5:00 - 5:40 pm  Sea Otters 
 

Wednesdays 
February 12, 19, 26, March 4, 11 
5:00 - 6:00 pm  Level 1/2 
 

Thursdays 
February 27, March 5, 12, 19, 26 
5:00 - 6:00 pm  Salamanders 
 

Sundays 
February 23,  March 1, 8, 15, 22 
10:00 - 11:00 am Sun/Croc/Whale 
10:00 - 11:00 am Level 1/2 
10:00 - 11:00 am Level 5/6 
11:05 - 11:35 am Star/Ducks/Turtles 
11:05 - 12:05 pm Level 3/4 
11:20 - 12:00 pm Sea Otters 
 

Preschool Sessions -  
Mondays & Wednesdays 
January 8, 13, 15, 20, 22 
10:00 - 10:40 am Sea Otters 
 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
January 23, 28, February 4, 11, 13 
10:00 - 10:40 am Sea Otters 
10:00 - 11:00 am Salamanders 

PARK VALLEY POOL 
Winter Swimming Lesson Schedule 

If your non-profit organization would like us to include any information about your group, your upcoming events or announcements, please forward your 
information to Ken  MacInnis at the Brazeau County Office.  kmacinnis@brazeau.ab.ca  

Disclaimer: Brazeau County has the right to review, edit or reject submitted articles for inclusion into the Brazeau News. Content will be subject to space 
availability and appropriateness to the theme.



Contact Names and Numbers
BRAZEAU COUNTY EMERGENCY ON CALL    780-542-8770

911

Brazeau County Office 780-542-7777 Community Peace Officers

Fax Line                        780-542-7770 Steve Goodman 780-202-2271

Agriculture   780-542-7779 Jesse Shymansky 780-202-0047

Planning & Development  780-542-2667

Brazeau Fire Services Other Numbers

Drayton Valley Fire Alarms 55+ Recreation Centre 780-542-4737

Breton Fire Alarms Alive 55 Program 780-514-2206

Lodgepole Fire Alarms Beehive Support Services 780-542-3113

Forest Fires 310-3473 Brazeau Foundation 780-542-2712

Breton Food Bank 780-696-3669

Other Emergency Numbers Breton Library 780-696-3740

Alberta Highways 1-888-255-5554 David Thompson Regional Health 780-542-4415

Ambulance 911 Drayton Area Food Bank 780-514-3777

Animal Control                 780-514-0372 Drayton Valley Municipal Library 780-514-2722

Crime Stoppers 1-800-922-8477 FCSS Breton 780-696-3636

Distress Line 1-800-232-7288 FCSS Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Drayton Valley Hospital 780-542-5321 Meals on Wheels 780-542-3216

Poison Centre 1-800-332-1414 Omniplex 780-514-2234

Police 911 or 780-542-4456 Parent to Parent 780-621-2849

Sustainable Resources 780-542-6616 Park Valley Pool 780-514-2225

Rotary Children's Library 780-514-2528

Brand Inspector 403-780-6202 Town of Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Terry Hjelmeland or 403-704-5418 Village of Breton 780-696-3636

Community Association Contacts

Berrymoor Centre 780-542-4561

Buck Creek Community Association 780-234-5443

Carnwood Country Hall Society 780-542-2378

Cynthia Rec Centre 780-542-9732

Easyford Community Hall 780-898-8385

Funnell Community Association 780-898-3957

780-241-3957

Lindale Community Association 780-621-8564

Lodgepole Recreation Society 780-894-3520

New Moose Hill Community Club 780-696-2109

Rocky Rapids Community League 780-542-5923

Violet Grove Community Club 780-542-7864

Whitby Community League 780-542-2729
www.whitbyhall.ca

Brazeau County  
Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 
Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1 
Phone: 780-542-7777  Fax: 780-542-7770

Transfer Station Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Violet Grove 9 - 7 9 -7 9 -5

Easyford 1 - 6 9 - 6 9 -5

Lindale 9 - 6 9 -5

Buck Creek 2 - 7 9 - 6 9 -5

Rocky Rapids 4 - 8 8:30 - 6 9 -5

Cynthia 11 - 6 9 -5

Breton 9 - 2 9 - 6 9 -5

Lodgepole 11 - 8 9 -5

Transfer Station Hours


