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for pollinator projects
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ALUS Brazeau will fund 50% of all
site prep and establishment costs for 
pollinator proejcts on agricultural land.
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ALUS Brazeau will also provide an
annual payment for the acres enrolled
into ALUS.
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Nancy Chambers, ALUS Coordinator
alus@brazeau.ab.ca    780-542-7777



Species  Characteris cs  Grazing Management  

Sainfoin 
Onobrychis viciifolia 

Good establishment, early bloomer and also good for late 
season grazing because of leaf reten on.  Not tolerant of 
salinity or saturated soils, shorter lived than alfalfa. 

Excellent high quality and high yielding forage (~30%  
protein), non‐bloa ng, can reduce bloat when grown with 
alfalfa. Requires longer for re‐growth a er grazing. 

Purple Alfalfa 
Medicago sa va 
 

Yellow  Alfalfa 
Medicago sa va  

Long lived with deep taproots, tolerant of drought and 
wide variety of moisture condi ons. 

Excellent forage value, requires careful management to 
reduce the risk of bloat. Graze yellow blossomed species 
early and lighter (1/3 removal) and it will have a long 
blooming period and regrowth yields close to most other 
alfalfa varie es.   

Alsike Clover  
Trifolium hybridum 

Short lived (but a 2 year establishment will increase plant      
longevity), not tolerant of drought condi ons, but will 
tolerate standing water and waterlogged soils. 

Do not graze if there are black spots on the leaves, fungi 
can cause photosensi za on in cows and horses, also 
poten al for bloat in ca le. Best used for grazing. 

Bird’s‐ Foot Trefoil 
Lotus corniculatus   

Good establishment, short lived (1‐3 years), good   
tolerance of drought, salinity, heavy clay soils and can 
tolerate standing water and saturated soils. 

Good for grazing, palatable, fair for haying, 20‐25%  
protein, lower produc on compared with other agronomic 
species. Poten al to become invasive but can also be  
outcompeted by aggressive grass species. 

Red Clover  
Trifolium pratense 

Hardy but short lived, poor tolerance to salinity and dry 
soils. 

Good protein and palatability, good for hay, grazing and 
silage. Requires careful management to reduce the risk of 
bloat and fungus.  

Cicer milkvetch  
Astragalus cicer  

Long lived and tolerant of a wide range of condi ons, but 
can be difficult to establish (may take 2 growing seasons). 

Non‐bloa ng, good for late season grazing because of leaf 
reten on, requires careful management; overgrazing will 
cause this species to decrease but there is also poten al 
for it to become invasive.  

Species  Characteris cs  Grazing Management a er flowering 

American Vetch 
Vicia americana 

This is an early successional species, establishes 
be er with moisture, tolerates medium to coarse 
soils. Used for soil stabiliza on and erosion control. 
Nitrogen fixing.  

Good to excellent grazing poten al, palatable with 
20% protein. Overgrazing will cause this species to 
decrease.  

S cky Purple Geranium  
Geranium Viscosissimum  

Good to excellent establishment, palatable. May 
establish be er in moist soils. Ac vely  
mycorrhizal. 

Overgrazing will cause this species to decrease. 

Fireweed  
Epilobium angus floium 

Tolerant of a wide range of soil and moisture  
condi ons (including alkaline). 

Fair to good grazing poten al, high in nutrients and 
palatable from summer to fall (more palatable earlier 
in the season). Overgrazing will cause this species to 
decrease. 

Northern Bedstraw  
Gallium boreale 

Grows well in moist open prairie. Ac vely  
mycorrhizal. 

Excellent grazing poten al. May increase with  
overgrazing. 

Tu ed White Prairie Aster   
Aster ericoides  
Showy Aster, Aster conspicuous 

Grows well in moist open prairie. Ac vely  
mycorrhizal. 

Good grazing poten al. Overgrazing will cause this 
species to decrease 

Hedysarum spp.  
Hedysarum americanum,  
alpinum, boreal 

Tolerant of poor soils and a wide variety of  
condi ons. Nitrogen fixing. 

Fair to excellent grazing poten al, overgrazing will 
cause this species to decrease. 

Milk Vetch 
Astragalus canadensis,  
Astragalus americanas  

May do be er in moist soils, canadensis has good, 
but slow establishment. Both are nitrogen fixing. 

Good grazing poten al. Short lived, overgrazing will 
cause this species to decrease. Other milk vetch  
species may be toxic to livestock. 

Purple Peavine,  
Lathyrus venosus 
 
 

Cream Colored Peavine,  
Lathyrus ochrolecus 

Not really considered a prairie plant, its has creeping  
rhizomes and establishment can be difficult. 

Excellent grazing poten al in the summer, very  
Palatable and up to 30% protein. Overgrazing will 
cause this species to decrease. 

Grass Species Companion: Bunch grasses or non‐aggressive grasses, discuss locally appropriate op ons with your seed supplier 

Na ve Plant Species  
Na ve plant species that benefit pollinators and have poten al for managed grazing  

Grass Species: Include na ve or agronomic bunch grasses or non‐aggressive grasses that are good for grazing, suggested species such as June 
Grass, Canada Wild Rye, and Plains Rough Fescue (which is rhizomatous but not aggressive). 
 

Note: These species may be difficult to source, there are many  other na ve species that benefit pollinators, we have only included the species 
that have poten al for grazing. 

Agronomic Species  
These nitrogen fixing plant species have poten al for managed grazing and also benefit pollinators 

References: Alberta Agriculture (2009) Alberta Beef Forage Manual;  Alberta Agriculture (1996) A guide to using Na ve Plants on Disturbed Lands; 
Agriculture and Agri‐Food Canada (2018) Sainfoin for Western Canada;  Alberta Agriculture (2016) Alberta Range Plants and Their Classifica on; 
Majak, W. (2008) Stock‐poisoning Plants of Western Canada; Grant Las wka  Photo Credit: Sonja Bloom, FFGA 
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