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This profile is your information resource to develop-

ing within the Town of Drayton Valley & Brazeau 

County. 

This Economic Profile is intended to provide a well-

rounded, accurate and  up-to-date statistical data 

base on the area.   

The information is collected from a variety of 

sources, which are noted in the charts and tables.  

Information is updated when new data becomes 

available. 

The statistical data within is deemed reliable for 

comparative purposes, and provides quick reference 

to many of the concerns of the business decision 

maker or researcher.  In many instances commen-

tary remarks are provided to put some meaning into 

the hard statistics and to promote Brazeau County 

as the place to do business. 

ϝϝ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŬƭŜ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ  ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊπ
Ƴŀǝƻƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ нлмнΦ 

 
Chw C¦w¢I9w LbChwa!¢LhbΣ t[9!{9  
/hb¢!/¢Υ 
Wanda Compton 
Economic Development & 
Communications Manager 
Brazeau County 
Box 77 
7401 Twp Rd. 494 
Drayton Valley, AB 
T7A 2A1 
Telephone: 
(780) 542-7777 
Fax 
(780) 542-7770 
Email:  wcompton@brazeau.ab.ca 
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Í Located just 60 minutes west of the Edmonton             
International    Airport and the Canada – Mexico Trade 
corridor of Highway 2 

Í Located just 30 minutes south of Yellowhead Highway 16 

Í Located just 90 minutes from Edmonton 

Í Located ½ way between Alberta’s largest growing city of 
Grande Prairie and the distribution centre of Alberta –   
Calgary 

Í Located just 3 hours from the Rocky Mountain Resort 
areas 

Í Within a one hour drive is access to a market  exceeding 1 
million people.  

/hb{¢w¦/¢Lhb /h{¢{ 

Í Competitive taxation rates for Commercial, Residential 
and     Industrial land 

Í Competitive building construction costs 

Í Competitive leasing rates on Commercial and Industrial 
buildings 

[!.h¦w 

Í Youthful, vibrant workforce, average age is just 37 

Í Labour force participation rate is 75.5%, higher than both 
the provincial and national average 

Lb5¦{¢w¸ 

Í Supported primarily by the Oil & Gas, Forestry and Agri-
culture industries, the Retail and Food and Accommoda-
tion sectors are growing at a rapid pace. 

Í An emerging outdoor recreation and agri-tourism indus-
try is on the rise.   

[LC9{¢¸[9 

Í A prosperous community with an average annual income 
of $80,127.00 per household  

Í A safe and active community boasting superior recrea-
tional    facilities and numerous clubs and organizations 

Í An outdoorsman’s paradise situated between the North 
Saskatchewan and Pembina Rivers, and just 25 minutes 
to the Brazeau Dam 

The population within the geographic boundaries 

of Brazeau County includes 7201 residents of 

Brazeau County, 7045 residents within the Town 

of Drayton Valley and 496 residents within the 

Village of Breton.  The Trading  Area includes 

20,000 people with the nearest town  of Stony 

Plain located 110 KM away.  The City of Edmon-

ton is  145 km away. Far enough away  for our 

community to be self sustaining, close enough to 

spend the day enjoying Alberta's capital. 

For the purposes of comparison and to accurately 

utilize the statistics from the federal census on 

population, labour, expenditures and education 

we have used the 2006 and 2011 Federal Census.  

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  {ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ нлмм /Ŝƴǎǳǎ tǊƻŬƭŜ  
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Located in west central Alberta, the metropolitan 

centre of Brazeau County, Drayton Valley is located 

just 30 minutes south of the Yellowhead Highway (16) 

and just  60 minutes from the Canada – Mexico trade 

corridor of Highway 2 and the Edmonton Internation-

al Airport.  

Situated between the North Saskatchewan and Pem-

bina Rivers and in close proximity to vast amounts of 

crown land, this combination offers the outdoorsman 

numerous recreational opportunities.  The Rocky 

Mountain Resort areas are a short  3 hour drive from 

Drayton Valley. 

Latitude 53o 13.2’ North / Longitude 114 o  58.8 o  

West 

¢w!5LbD !w9! 

Trading area for the area encompasses approximately 

20,000 km. 
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MAJOR HIGHWAYS 

Drayton Valley is surrounded on two sides by Highway # 22.  Ac-
cess to the Yellowhead    Highway 16 is just 30 minutes north of 
Drayton Valley. Via Highway 39,  the  Canada – Mexico Trade corri-
dor of Highway 2 is just 60 minutes to the east. 

AIR SERVICES 

Drayton Valley is serviced by the Drayton Valley Municipal Airport, 
an all-weather facility with a 1,219 meter runway.  Commercial and 
Air Freight Services are located at  the Edmonton International 
Airport just a short 1 hour drive east. 

RAIL SERVICES 

Canadian National Railways Depot is located ½ hour north of Dray-
ton Valley in the Town of Evansburg and offers basic service. 

BUS SERVICE 

Greyhound Bus Lines provides regularly scheduled transportation. 

TRUCKING FIRMS 

Numerous trucking firms servicing all transportation needs reside 
in the area. 

COURIERS AND TAXIS 

3 courier companies serve the area.  There are 3 local taxi companies. 

 

5L{¢!b/9 ¢h a!Whw /9b¢w9{ 
 

Edmonton, AB 139km 90 minutes approx. 

Calgary, AB 306km 2.5 hours approx. 

Red Deer, AB 172km 115 minutes approx. 

Jasper, AB 309km 3 hours approx. 

Banff, AB 367km 3 hours 30 minutes approx. 

Regina, SK 685km 6 hours 20 minutes approx. 

Vancouver, BC 1020km 9 hours 25 minutes approx. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜ ς ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ !ƭōŜǊǘŀ 

{¦b[LDI¢ 

Our area enjoys 17 hours of daylight in the     
Summer. 

{bh²C![[ 

First sign of snow is usually at the end of          
October. 

9[9±!¢Lhb 

2750ft or 766.30m above sea level at the                                           
Drayton Valley AirportΦ 

/[La!¢9 

MONTH HIGH LOW RAIN SNOWFALL SUN-
LIGHT 

      (mm) (cm) (Av. 
hours) 

JAN -7 -16 1.7 25.2 8 

FEB -6 -17 1.4 18 9 

MAR 1 10 1.8 18.6 12 

APR 11 -2 14 12.8 14 

MAY 18 4 49.5 4.7 16 

JUN 21 8 98 0 17 

JUL 24 11 106 0 16 

AUG 22 8 73.5 .1 14 

SEP 17 4 46.3 1.6 12 

OCT 11 -1 13.3 9.5 10 

NOV 1 -9 3 20.2 8 

DEC -7 -16 1.3 23.2 7 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ /ŀƴŀŘŀ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ bƻǊƳŀƭǎ 
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  5Ǌŀȅǘƻƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ  .ǊŀȊŜŀǳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ  .ǊŜǘƻƴ   

/ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǝŎǎ aŀƭŜ  CŜƳŀƭŜ  ¢ƻǘŀƭ aŀƭŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ ¢ƻǘŀƭ  aŀƭŜ CŜƳŀƭŜ ¢ƻǘŀƭ 
/ƻƳπ
ōƛƴŜŘ 

Population in 
2011  3510 3535 7045  3730 3445 7195 230 265 495 14735 

0 to 4 years 285 290 575 240 210 450 15 15 30 1055 

5 to 9 years 245 240 485 230 245 475 15 10 25 985 

10 to 14 years 220 235 455 225 270 495 15 15 30 980 

15 to 19 years 260 265 525 305 250 555   15 15 30 1110 

20 to 24 years 270 230 500 220 200 420 15 10 25 945 

25 to 29 years 345 325 670 240 185 425 15 25 35 1130 

30 to 34 years 295 285 575 205 205 410 10 15 25 1010 

35 to 39 years 230 235 465 230 220 450 10 15 25 940 

40 to 44 years 245 200 465 275 260 535 10 25 35 1035 

45 to 49 years 255 265 520 330 330 660 20 20 40 1220 

50 to 54 years 245 205 450 355 345 700 20 15 35 1185 

55 to 59 years 195 190 385 275 265 540 20 20 40 965 

60 to 64 years 125 115 240 225 160 385 10 10 20 645 

65 to 69 years 100 105 205 145 145 290 5 20 25 520 

70 to 74 years 55 90 145 120 90 210 5 15 20 375 

75 to 79 years 60 90 150 60 50 110 15 15 30 290 

80 to 84 years 55 75 130 35 25 60 5 5 10 200 

85 years + 30 75 105 10 15 25 5 10 15 145 
Median Age of 
population  32.1 33.3 32.7  39.6 39.1 39.4 40.2 43.8 41.6   
% of Population 
Aged 15 and over 78.5 78.5 78.4 81.5 78.9 80.3 78.4 83.4 81.9  

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ {ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ нлмм /Ŝƴǎǳǎ       
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In Brazeau County, 4,225 people were  
employed and 225 were unemployed 
for a total labour force of 4,455 in 
May 2011.  The employment rate was 
at 74.2% and the unemployment rate 
was at 5.1% 
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WFP -Workforce 
population Within Brazeau County, 16.2% of the 

labour force were aged 15 to 24 years 
of age and 16% were aged 55 to 64.  
This compares to 14.3% and 14.3% re-
spectively for Alberta. 
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CŀƳƛƭȅ LƴŎƻƳŜ 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ {ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ нлмм 

The median after-tax income of economic fami-
lies in Brazeau County in 2010 was $82,772, the 
median for couple families was $83,722 and for 
lone-parent families, $65,423.  For persons not 
in economic families (persons living alone or 
with non relatives only), the median after-tax 
income was $33,472. 
 
These compare to the medians in Alberta of 
$80,271 for after-tax family income of all eco-
nomic families, $85,786 for couple families, 
$49,270 for lone-parent families and $32,451 
for persons living alone or without relatives. 

IƛƎƘ LƴŎƻƳŜ 
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Median after-tax income in 2010 for Brazeau County, Alberta & Canada

Brazeau County

Alberta

Canada

Among the Canadian population in private households aged 
15 years and over, ten percent had total incomes of more 
than $80,400 in 2010.  To be in the top five percent, Canadi-
ans needed to have a total income of slightly above 
$102,300 and to be in the top one percent required just 
over $191,000, nearly seven times the national median in-
come. 
 
In Brazeau County, 11.3% of the population aged 15 years 
and over had total income that put them in the top five per-
cent and 1.7% in the top one percent.  This compared with 
5.0% and 1.0% in Canada. 
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Of those persons with employment income in Brazeau County, 
48.5% worked full year, full time income in 2010 compared to 
51.9% in Alberta. The median employment income was 
$52,977 for these workers ($55,507 for those in Alberta). 
 
The top two most common occupations for those working full-
year full-time in 2010 in Brazeau County were Middle man-
agement occupations in trades, transportation, production 
and utilities; Transport and heavy equipment operation and 
related maintenance occupations. 
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In 2011, 41.9% of the 4,690 adults aged 25 years and over in Brazeau County had completed some form of postsecondary 
education, compared with 59.6% at the national level.  Of the population aged 25 years and over in Brazeau County, 7.2% had 
a university certificate or degree. An additional 14.8% had a college diploma and 19.7% had a trades certificate.  The share of 
the adult population that had completed a high school diploma as their highest level of educational attainment was 33.6%, 
and 24.5% had completed neither high school nor any postsecondary certificates, diplomas or degrees. 
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Brazeau County

Alberta

Canada

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ {ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ нлмм 

Overall, successive generations of Canadians have 
been completing high school and attaining post-
secondary qualifications in increasing proportions. 
In 2011, 41.7% of Canadians aged 65 years and 
over had a postsecondary credential; this com-
pares with 69.5% among adults between the ages 
of 25 and 44. As well, 35.7% of those aged 65 
years and over had not completed any certificate, 
diploma or degree compared with 9.5% of individ-
uals aged 25 to 44. 
 
In Brazeau County, 31.3% of those aged 65 years 
and over had a postsecondary credential, com-
pared to 42.0% of adults between 25 and 44 years 
of age; 50.4% of individuals aged 65 years and 
over had no certificate, diploma or degree, com-
pared to 24.8% of 25 to 44 year-olds. 
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Production in the Pembina Oil-
fields  began in early 1953 with 
the discovery well located a few 
miles south west of Violet Grove.  
Eventually, 15,000 wells have 
been drilled with 7000 still in 
service today.  Forty-five years 
later, in excess of 1000 wells continue to be drilled annual-
ly.   In 2006 alone, approximately 1450 were drilled, the 
most ever in one year. The area, commonly known as the 
Pembina Oilfields, actually contains several oil field names 
such as Bigory, Brazeau, Carrot Creek, Crystal, CynPemb, 
Keystone, Peco, Pembina, Pigeon Lake and West Pembina. 
  
The pipeline system that gathers the production from all 
these fields and transports to Edmonton also picks up oil 
volumes from the Niton field area to the northwest and 
from the Willesden Green Field located approximately 65 
kilometer south of Drayton Valley.  This pipeline system, 
owned and operated by Pembina Pipeline, also gathers 
condensate at several gas plants in the Drayton Valley vi-
cinity. 
  
At the present time, approximately 11,400 cubic meters of 
crude oil per day and 3,300 cubic meters of condensate 
per day moved through this pipeline system to the Edmon-
ton terminals  
  
The Brazeau/Drayton Valley/Breton areas are home to a 
number of Environmental Companies.  One of the most 
important aspects of the environmental service business is 
that there is a large infrastructure of equipment in the ar-
ea.  Examples of this equipment would include vacuum 
trucks, tanks, pumps etc. 

hƛƭ ϧ Dŀǎ 

CƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ 

Located within portions of two major forests (Rocky/
Clearwater and Whitecourt) the Brazeau/Drayton Valley/
Breton area is home to a thriving and growing forest in-
dustry.  The Weyerhaeuser Canada Company mill is the 
major manufacturing plant that produces lumber and is 
one of the largest employers in the area. 
 
Thanks to a partnership between Weyerhaeuser Canada 
Ltd. and Drayton Valley Power, wood waste boost the 
province’s power grid by an extra 10.5 megawatts 
of electricity each year.  Prior the partnership, waste ma-
terial and board used to be burned on the site.             
The result is a reduction of particulate emissions, nitrogen 
dioxide, carbon monoxide and volatile organic com-
pounds. 
  
Although Weyerhaeuser dominates the forestry industry 
in the area, opportunity also exists for smaller 
sawmills.  Tall Pine Timber Co. Ltd. began operating in 
1968 and produces 30,000 m3  spruce and pine lumber 
annually.  It was the first sawmill in the Rocky Clearwater 
forest to produce wood chips for sale to pulp produc-
ers.  Ungers Sawmill was established in 1976 and is typical 
of mills that once dominated the Alberta forest indus-
try.  Here, the   current production total 17,000 m3  and is 
comprised of small timber permits, salvage and deciduous 
trees from  private land. 
 
Opportunities exist for the general public and private land 
owners to obtain small volumes of wood for personal use 
such as lumber, firewood, post and rails or transplants. 
Permits for these products can be purchased at the local 
offices of Alberta Sustainable Resource Development. 

!ŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻƛƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǝƻƴΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭπ
ǘǳǊŜ  ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎΣ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ   ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘπ

ƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴΦ 

Brazeau County undertakes a comprehensive business 
visitation every 3 yeas as part of their Economic Develop-
ment Plan.  Due to the personalized process of gathering 
the information, the statistics that are available through 
the visitation are considered to be more accurate and 
comprehensive than those in the federal census.  Doing a 
comprehensive Business Visitation survey, we obtain an 
accurate accounting of the business inventory in the com-
munity.  The Business visitation is a separate document 
that can be found at ǿǿǿΦōǊŀȊŜŀǳΦŀōΦŎŀΦ 

.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ±ƛǎƛǘŀǝƻƴ {ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ Due to the size of the oil and gas industry in the area, the 
majority of the companies who call our area home are deal-
ing with oil.  Often these companies are making ground-
breaking strides in the Environmental industry in the areas 
of waste management and environmental clean up and 
reclamation.  
  
Amongst these are the NewAlta corporation Oil Separation 
Station and labs and the Pembina Area Landfill – the only 
Class 1A Hazardous Waste Landfill site in Alberta located 11 
km northwest of Cynthia. 
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!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

Agriculture has been an industry in Brazeau County 
for 100 years. The majority of farms in Brazeau Coun-
ty are cow-calf  operations that have grain and for-
age production for their own requirements.  There is 
also a good cross-section of purebred operators, 
many with international ties.  Crop production rang-
es from pasture to oil seeds, with major crops being 
hay and oats.  Opportunities in agriculture exist 
through diversification  of emerging crops and mixed 
farming.   
 

The 19,536 acre Pembina Provincial Grazing Reserve 
is mainly flat to undulating, with a few areas that are 
gently rolling. Dominant soils are orthic gray luvisols, 
interspersed with some brunisols and organic areas. 
The forest cover consists of aspen, balsam poplar, 
spruce, and pine on upland areas. This is typical of 
lands that are within the lower foothills natural sub-
region. 
 

A total of 7,703 acres have been developed since 
work began in 1981. With input from Fish and Wild-
life, the reserve was designed to provide improved 
habitat for upland and big game, as well as grazing 
livestock. 
 

The reserve opened for cattle grazing in 1985 with 
their headquarters located about 9.6 km southeast 
of Cynthia. Today, it can accommodate approximate-
ly 2,000 head of mature cattle for the grazing season 
which normally runs from mid-May to the end of Oc-
tober. 
 

Development of the tame pastures, using the inte-
grated resource planning model, was a real challenge 
given the existence of hundreds of oil wells on the 
reserve. There's an on-going exploration program, 
along with winter seismic work. Recreational users 
are advised to exercise caution when using the ac-
cess roads in the area as the reserve is situated in the 
heart of the West Pembina Oilfield. 
Wildlife common to the area include white-tailed 
deer, elk, moose, sharptail grouse and black bear 
making this reserve a popular hunting destination.  

 
 

Trail riding, snowmobile rallies and cross-country 
skiing are encouraged, but permission must be ob-
tained from the regional grazing reserve manager. 

 
нлмм нллс нллм 

¢ƻǘŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ CŀǊƳǎ пут рнт рср 

{ŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ CŀǊƳ ǘȅǇŜ нлмм нллс нллм 

.ŜŜŦ ŎŀǧƭŜ ǊŀƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŦŜŜŘƭƻǘǎ 

мрп нрп онф 

5ŀƛǊȅ /ŀǧƭŜ ŀƴŘ aƛƭƪ tǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ о о с 

hƛƭǎŜŜŘ όŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǎƻȅōŜŀƴύ н п мл 

²ƘŜŀǘ м н л 

CŀǊƳ wŜŎŜƛǇǘǎ όƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳǎύ нлмм нллс нллм 

¦ƴŘŜǊ ϷмллΣллл ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ пнр псм пфн 

hǾŜǊ Ϸ мллΣллл ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ сн сс то 

bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ CŀǊƳǎ ōȅ ¢ƻǘŀƭ CŀǊƳ 
ŀǊŜŀ 

нлмм нллс нллм 

¦ƴŘŜǊ мнф !ŎǊŜǎ мфм фм уу 

мол ŀŎǊŜǎτррф ŀŎǊŜǎ мту муу онф 

рслτмммф ŀŎǊŜǎ ну фо фт 

ммнл ŀŎǊŜǎτнноф ŀŎǊŜǎ р пм пл 

ннпл ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ н л мм 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  {ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ нллм ϧ нллс ϧ нлмм /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ƻŦ  
!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ   

The Pembina Grazing Association negotiated its 
management agreement during 1996/97 and the 
signed agreement became effective on April 1, 
1997. The association now handles all livestock 
management functions including treating sick ani-
mals and rotating the livestock through the numer-
ous developed tame pastures. In addition to look-
ing after the pastures, the association also main-
tains the fences, dugouts, corral system and the 
buildings located at the headquarters. 
 
The are is home to a number of Agriculture service 
business including Auction Markets and feed 
stores. 
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9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

The Brazeau/Drayton Valley/Breton area is a  leaders in 
the area of environmental protection, with numerous oil 
and gas reclamation companies. 
 
We are also proud to be the home of the Pembina Insti-
tute for Appropriate Development, commonly known as 
the Pembina Institute, an organization that is recognized 
nationally and internationally for it’s participation at the 
Kyoto Conference on Greenhouse Gas Emissions.  The 
objectives of the Pembina Institute are to recognize that 
escalating social economic and environmental problems 
are inextricable linked and that effective solutions will 
come only by responding to the connections between 
these issues. 

The Bio-Mile is an initiative aimed at securing a place at 
the cutting edge of the rapidly emerging bio economy for 
Drayton Valley and the surrounding area. 
 
The science is complex, but the facts are simple. By taking 
wood and plant-based waste from the forestry and agri-
culture industries and breaking it down to its constituent 
parts, it’s possible to manufacture a vast array of industri-
al and consumer products. Drayton Valley and Brazeau 
County are very well situated to play a key role in this 
sector as it develops due to our geographical location and 
the abundant supply of raw materials to serve as poten-
tial feedstock. 
 
An area of land covering approximately one square mile 
has been set aside to act as a home for these industries. 
Along with the existing Weyerhaeuser and Valley Power 
plants, which play key role in the Bio-Mile, the project’s 
first new resident company, Edmonton-based Tekle Tech-
nical Services Inc., is building a state of the art engineered 
fibre matting plant on the site. Construction is expected 
to be complete later this year. 
 
Minnesota’s Otoka Energy, Inc. has received $25 million 
in federal and provincial funding for the construction of a 
renewable energy plant. That development is still in the 
design stage but is progressing steadily. 
 
CLIB2021 is a collaboration of a large number of German 
chemical companies, along with government and aca-
demia. The group has opened its North American head 
office in Drayton Valley and is currently working on a fea-
sibility study with the University of Alberta to determine 
which products are best suited for production in the Bio-
Mile. 
 
The Bio-Mile has made tremendous progress over the last 
few months and will continue to grow and evolve for 
years to come.  

¢ƘŜ .ƛƻ aƛƭŜ 

 It’s our hope that the Bio-Mile will play a major  role in        
securing a prosperous and sustainable future not only for 
west central Alberta, but for the entire province. For more 
information contact Bio-Mile Co-ordinator Kristina Vallee 
at 780-514-2562. 
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Alberta has the highest concentration (63% of households) of 
personal computers per capita in Canada and has the highest 
percentage (59%) of people connected to the Internet com-
pared to any other province in Canada. 

The future of economic growth in Brazeau County centers 
around accessible technology and the potential for e-commerce 
or e-business opportunities. Infrastructure in the town will ad-
dress these developments. That infrastructure is the availability 
of rapid data transfer (high speed internet). 

The most accessible rapid data transfer internet in Brazeau 
County is available through Telus Internet Services and their 
ADSL program. Wireless Internet service is available through a 
number of broadband and satellite providers. These broadband 
mediums allow business owners to stay in their home commu-
nity and market their ideas to untapped markets around the 
world. 

¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 

wŜǘŀƛƭ 

The area is served by a thriving retail, professional and service 
sector.  Both Drayton Valley and Breton are home to a variety 
of private businesses, along with some of the very large chain 
stores that serve all the retail needs of our area. 

Tourism is fast becoming an emerging industry in the area.   
We see  a growing number of  outdoor enthusiasts enjoy-
ing the rivers, the Brazeau reservoir and our vast amounts 
of crown land.  The spring and summer are abundant with 
golfers,  campers, fishermen and ATV riders.  We are also 
the host to numerous rodeos and agricultural events both 
indoor and outdoor. Our close proximity to Edmonton,  
along with being located on the Cowboy Trail, make us the  
logical choice for weekend getaways. 
 
Brazeau County,  in partnership with the Province of      
Alberta, realizes the potential of the Brazeau Reservoir 
Area as a tourism draw and has committed significant fi-
nancial resources to putting the processes in place to 
make the area investment ready for commercial tourism 
development.  Information can be found on this oppor-
tunity at www.investinbrazeau.ab.ca. 
 
In 2007, portions of the North Saskatchewan River Valley, 
which neighbors the town of  Drayton Valley, were de-
clared Alberta’s newest Provincial Park and Provincial Rec-
reation Area.  As a unique approach toward parks man-
agement, these areas are divided between a non-
motorized and a motorized recreation areas, operated and 
managed through the local community.  Information on 
the Eagle Point Provincial Park and Blue Rapids Recreation 
Area can be found at www.draytonvalley.ca/parks . 
 
As people seek an ‘Alberta Break’ we are dealing with a 
fast growing industry.  To help address our growing      
Tourism Industry, the Town of Drayton Valley and Brazeau 
County joined forces to start the Brazeau Regional Tour-
ism Committee, a Committee mandated to aid in the 
growth of the tourism industry.  For more information 
regarding the Brazeau Regional Tourism Committee visit 
the website at www.brazeautourism.ca. 

¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ 
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 .ǊŀȊŜŀǳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5Ǌŀȅǘƻƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ .ǊŜǘƻƴ 

 Residential/
Farmland 

Non-
Residential 

Residential/
Farmland 

Non-Residential Residential/
Farmland 

Non-
Residential 

 

aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ¢ŀȄ wŀǘŜ 3.0000 8.5000 5.4880 11.9649 10.8777 15.7106  

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  !ƭōŜǊǘŀ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ !ũŀƛǊǎ нлмм     

¢ŀȄŀǝƻƴ нлмм 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ нлмм 
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5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ нлмм 
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Housing 

Starts 
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Brazeau County 61 90 102 89 89 71 88 66 

Town of Drayton 

Valley 
56 39 50 29 15 12 17 26 

         

IƻǳǎƛƴƎ нлмм 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ {ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ нлмм /Ŝƴǎǳǎ 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

117 129
152

118 104
83

105 92

Combined Housing Starts 
Brazeau County & Drayton 

Valley
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²ŜƛƎƘǘŜŘ wŜƴǘǎ ōȅ .ŜŘǊƻƻƳ ǘȅǇŜ ϧ 
ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ !ǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ wŀǘŜǎ τ 

¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ 5Ǌŀȅǘƻƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ 

¸ŜŀǊ hǾŜǊŀƭƭ  
±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ 
 wŀǘŜ 

!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǊŜƴǘΣ 
ǘǿƻ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳ 
ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ Řƻƭπ
ƭŀǊǎ ǇŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

нллл 3.8% $524.00 

нллм 3.7% $544.00 

нллн 2.9% $557.00 

нлло 4.9% $576.00 

нллр 0.3% $620.00 

нллс 0.0% $638.00 

нллт 0.3% $731.00 

нллу 3.4% $765.00 

нллф 4.2% $798.00 

нлмл 1.3% $829.00 

нлмм 1.0% $856.00 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  !ƭōŜǊǘŀ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ !ũŀƛǊǎΣ !ǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ 
ŀƴŘ wŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻǎǘ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ нлмм 

¢ƻǘŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ wŜƴǘŀƭ ǳƴƛǘǎ ƛƴ 
нлммΥ   пмр 

/ƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǊŜƴǘΣ н ōŜŘǊƻƻƳ 
 ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ нллф ς нлммΥ  ϷруΦлл  

²ŜƛƎƘǘŜŘ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ wŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ wŜƴǘŀƭ wŀƴƎŜ ōȅ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǘ 

                                                    .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊ              м .ŜŘ                 н  .ŜŘ                  о .ŜŘ            п .ŜŘ                ¢ƻǘŀƭ 

І ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǘǎ 11 76 200 21 0 308 

±ŀŎŀƴŎƛŜǎ 0 0 2 1 0 3 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 4.8% 0.0% 1.0% 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  !ƭōŜǊǘŀ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ !ũŀƛǊǎΣ !ǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ wŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻǎǘ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ нлмм 

мς .ŜŘǊƻƻƳ  н-.ŜŘǊƻƻƳ о-.ŜŘǊƻƻƳ п-.ŜŘǊƻƻƳ                                        .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊ 

  !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ wŜƴǘ $565.00-$700.00 
$600.00-
$1,000.00 

$625.00-
$1,250.00 

$850.00-$1,500.00 n/a 

  {ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  !ƭōŜǊǘŀ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ !ũŀƛǊǎΣ !ǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ wŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻǎǘ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ нлмм 

bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ±ŀŎŀƴŎƛŜǎ ϧ ±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ wŀǘŜǎ ōȅ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǘ 
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[!b5 ϧ .¦L[5LbD /h{¢{ 
  

  Average housing cost    
Based on an average 1200 sq. ft. bungalow 

with a detached garage 
  $350,000—$375,000 

  
  New home construction cost  
$175.00—$200.00 + per sq. ft. 

  
  Industrial Building  Net Lease      

$12.00 per sq. ft.  
  

  Commercial Building Net Lease 
$14.00—$16.00 per sq. ft. 

  
[ŀƴŘ /ƻǎǘǎ 

 
  Industrial Land average 
 $150,000 per acre 

  
  Rural Highway Commercial  
$200,000—$250,000 per acre 

  
  Urban Commercial   
 $250,000.00 per acre 

  
  Typical Acreage based on an average 1200 
sq. ft. bungalow with detached garage   

      $375,000—$400,000  
 

  Residential Lot in Town 
 $90,000—$120,000 per lot 

  
I!a[9¢   

[!b5 ϧ .¦L[5LbD /h{¢{ 
  

 wƻŎƪȅ wŀǇƛŘǎ 
Average House cost $315,000     

 
 [ƻŘƎŜǇƻƭŜ 

Average House cost $120,000 
Residential Lot $14,000 

  
 [ƛƴŘŀƭŜ ϧ /ȅƴǘƘƛŀ 

Average House $125,000 
  

 .ǳŎƪ /ǊŜŜƪ 
Average House $130,000 

  
!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ  
$190,000—$205,000 



 w
w

w
.b

ra
z
e
a

u
.a

b
.c

a 

19 

 

Alberta Highways, Traffic Volume History Annual Average  
Daily Traffic Counts 2006ð2011 

  5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ нллт нллу нллф нлмл нлмм 
м Hwy 22 East of 50 Street 6850 7150 6730 7250 7910 

н Hwy 22 West of 50 Street 5650 5960 5620 6030 6580 

о Hwy 22 West of Hwy 620 5230 5550 5150 5500 5990 

п Hwy 22 North of 34 Avenue 5630 5900 5430 5740 6240 

р Hwy 22 North of DV Campsite 
Access 

5950 6180 5720 6020 6560 

с Hwy 22 South of 50th Avenue in  
Drayton Valley 

5950 6180 5720 6020 6560 

т Hwy 22 North of Jubilee Avenue 
in Drayton Valley 

5290 5340 4960 5190 5550 

у Hwy 22 North of 50 Street in       
Drayton Valley 

8480 8290 7240 7580 8060 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  !ƭōŜǊǘŀ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴΣ нлмм 
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Alberta Highways, Traffic Volume History Annual Average Daily Traffic 
Counts 2006ð2011 

LƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ Location 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

! Hwy 753 South of  621, Cynthia  690 690 680 880 960 

. Hwy 620 West of Lodgepole  1090 1090 900 900 960 

/ Hwy 621 West of Hwy 22 1450 1470 1400 1420 1440 

5 Hwy 22 North of Golf Course Access 6370 6590 6130 6410 6810 

9 Hwy 620 South of 22 2640 2630 2350 2350 2570 

C 0.7 km East of Hwy. 22& 39 3950 3920 3770 4220 4480 

D Hwy 39 West at Alsike 3280 3220 3100 3440 3670 

I Hwy 22 South of Hwy 616 East of  
Buck Creek 

2450 2370 2160 2240 2540 

L Hwy 20 East of Hwy 616 at Breton 2130 2090 1950 2230 2370 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ   !ƭōŜǊǘŀ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴΣ нлмм 

A 

B 

C 
D 

E 

F 
G 

H 

I 


