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Appendix E
Relevant Policy
Municipal Development Plan
4.2.5 Natural Environment
Brazeau County must strive to ensure that future growth and development in the
County does not come at the cost of important wildlife habitats, environmentally
significant areas or migratory corridors. Brazeau County must ensure that proposed land
development projects carefully consider their effects on the local environment and
include efforts to mitigate potential disturbances.
6

Future Land Use Strategy
Figure 4: Future Land Use Strategy illustrates a generalized land use framework for Brazeau
County that takes into account its regional context, natural and man-made constraints,
historical development patterns, and the most efficient and economical extension of municipal
services and transportation infrastructure. Stakeholder and public input has been incorporated
into the plan with the aid of consultation meetings, emailed comments and survey responses.
Figure 4: Future Land Use Strategy is intended to guide future land use decisions; it is not
intended to be interpreted or amended on a site-specific basis. All information on the map
should be verified by consulting the text of the Municipal Development Plan, relevant statutory
plans, provincial policies and the Brazeau County Land Use Bylaw.
The following is a brief description of the proposed future land use patterns illustrated in Figure
4: Future Land Use Strategy.
Environmentally Sensitive Areas are shown in dark green. These areas represent lands that have
particular constraints to development due to environmental features such as watercourses,
steep slopes, wetlands, significant flora or fauna, wildlife habitats.
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6.5

Natural Environment

Within Brazeau County are a wide variety of beautiful sceneries and landscapes that are valued
by local residents and visitors alike. The various watercourses, rivers, streams, lakes, hills,
valleys and woodlands within Brazeau County support a diversity of habitats, migratory
pathways, open spaces and recreation areas. Significant natural environmental features such
as the North Saskatchewan River, the Pembina River, the Brazeau River, Modeste Creek and
Sinkhole Lake provide important ecological and sociological benefits to Brazeau County. The
effective management and protection the natural environment is important to the residents
and visitors of Brazeau County. The biophysical characteristics, environmental significance, and
carrying capacity of the air, land and water should be considered when evaluating future land
use proposals, municipal decisions and plans.
The conservation of environmentally significant and sensitive areas, unique flora and fauna,
major treed and/or vegetated areas, riparian areas, steep hillsides, hazardous areas, water
bodies and wildlife habitats is a priority for Brazeau County. Brazeau County is committed to
ensuring the protection and preservation of these areas through the use of environmental and
municipal reserve dedications, environmental reserve easements, restrictive caveats, land
transfers and development setbacks. In addition, Brazeau County may require erosion, storm
water management, and sediment controls for new developments to protect the integrity of
the local natural environment and to protect future residents from potentially hazardous areas.
Brazeau County is cognisant of the importance of the natural environment, and is committed
to considering the cumulate effects that existing and proposed developments may have on the
natural environment. Future land use growth and development in Brazeau County will strive to
Brazeau County - Request for Council Decision – Environmental Reserve Easement Amendment 21M-004 – Bylaw 1093-21
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be respectful of the natural environment through the protection and preservation of
ecologically and socially significant areas.
Natural Environment Objectives
Objective 16: Protect and preserve important natural areas
Policy 65:

Brazeau County may require the protection and preservation of natural areas
by one or more of the following means:
 Environmental reserve dedication;
 Municipal reserve dedication;
 Environmental reserve easements;
 Conservation easements;
 Donations and bequests;
 Covenants registered on private titles;
 Acquisition through purchase or land trades; or
 A program such as Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS).

Policy 66:

Brazeau County may not permit development in areas that are prone to erosion,
landslides, subsidence, seasonal flooding or are within the 1:100 flood plain, or
any other natural or human-induced hazards affecting the local environment.
However, development on or in close proximity to hazardous areas may be
considered if supporting documents are provided. The Development Authority
may consider recommendations by applicable provincial and federal
departments and agencies in determining setbacks from hazardous areas.

Policy 67:

Brazeau County may request a 6.1 metre development setback from the top-ofbank of major rivers and ravines to provide for an environmental buffer.

Policy 68:

Brazeau County may require that when lands adjacent to water bodies are
subdivided, a strip of land be dedicated as environmental reserve or
environmental reserve easement to establish a buffer. The width of the
required dedication to be in accordance with the provisions of section 644 the
Municipal Government Act.

Policy 69:

Brazeau County may require, as part of a subdivision application, the dedication
of lands within the subdivision area be subdivided as environmental reserve, in
accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Government Act.

Policy 70:

Brazeau County may require the dedication of environmental reserve or
environmental reserve easement on the parcels to be created by a subdivision
application, but may not require the dedication of environmental reserve or
environmental reserve easement on the remnant parcel.

Policy 72:

Brazeau County may require the preparation of an Environmental Impact
Assessment for any proposed development that may have a negative impact
on the natural environment. The Environmental Impact Assessment shall be
prepared by a qualified professional and should include the following:
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Policy 73:

Brazeau County may require the submission of an Environmental Site
Assessment, prepared by a qualified professional, in support of a Land Use
Bylaw amendment, area structure plan, or subdivision applications. In
determining whether an Environmental Site Assessment is required, the
Development Authority may consider:




Policy 77:

A description of the proposed development, including potential land uses,
densities and staging requirements;
A description of the natural environment that would be affected;
Predictions of potential effects (both positive and negative) that the
proposed development may have on the natural environment;
Indications of the limitations of the study, criteria used in predicting
effects and interests consulted;
Recommendations to mitigate any negative effects identified; and
A framework of results and recommendations that can assist Brazeau
County in making decisions affecting the future growth and development
of the subject area.

The nature of the proposed land use(s);
The current and historical use of the subject area and its surrounding
lands; and
Information from other sources that may suggest the subject area may
contain environmental contaminates.

Brazeau County shall have regard for the integrity of culturally significant
landscapes and viewscapes when considering land use and development
applications.

South Rocky Rapids Area Structure Plan
5.10

Natural Area/Open Space
The South Rocky Rapids Area Structure Plan area is home to several significant natural features,
including dense natural forests, the North Saskatchewan River and several tributaries ranging in
scale from creeks to natural swales. The Environmentally Significant Areas Study for Brazeau
County completed by D.A. Westworth and Associates Ltd. in 1992 identifies the river and its
tributaries as highly sensitive environmental features that warrant special consideration for
future development. Existing natural features in the plan area provide an abundance of
environmental and social benefits including habitats for local flora and fauna, draining and
filtering for storm water flows, recreational opportunities for local residents and visitors, and
pleasant views of the local landscape.
To ensure that these natural areas are preserved so that they can continue serving these
functions, proactive efforts can be made on the part of Brazeau County to protect the ecological
integrity of the plan area. These efforts are highlighted in the 1992 Westworth study. The first
effort is the control of erosion and development hazards through the implementation of
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development setbacks from steep or sensitive slopes. Within the plan area are a number of steep
slopes that have the potential to erode or pose hazards to development.
Fortunately, most of these steep slope areas are located within Eagle Point Provincial Park.
However, portions of the plan area that are privately owned and contain steep slopes must be
protected through the use of development setbacks and environmental reserve dedications to
ensure that the future development of these areas does not lead to additional erosion or pose
a threat to the safety of existing or future residents and their properties.

Where possible, geotechnical studies should be performed by qualified professionals to
determine where development can safely occur adjacent to natural areas defined by steep
slopes, such as the top of the North Saskatchewan River bank, as identified in Figure 4 of this
plan. Lands that are determined to not be safe for development will be preserved as natural
areas, or may be utilized for agricultural purposes. Lands that are situated within a 100 year flood
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plain as determined by Alberta Environment may be restricted from some forms of development
in order to protect the natural environment and to ensure public safety.
The second effort that can be made by Brazeau County to ensure the protection of these natural
areas is through the preservation of these lands as municipal reserve, environmental reserve,
environmental reserve easement, conservation easements or as special caveats on privately
owned properties. The portions of these natural areas that qualify as swamps, gullies, ravines,
coulees or natural drainage courses should be preserved by the Country through their
dedication as environmental reserve or environmental reserve easements. For areas that fall
outside this definition, including significant tree stands and natural fields, Brazeau County may
wish to preserve these areas through the dedication of municipal reserve, or through working
with developers and landowners to establish special caveats on private properties that protects
existing natural features from destruction. The caveat option should only be considered by
Brazeau County if the dedication of municipal and/or environmental reserve is not a viable option
because it is a more complicated method to properly enforce.
The third effort available to Brazeau County is to work with Alberta Tourism, Parks and
Recreation, Parks Division and the Eagle Point-Blue Rapids Parks Council to ensure that lands
within the plan area are developed and managed for recreational opportunities in a manner that
maximizes the preservation of natural areas. This includes restricting motor vehicle access to
lands within the park in order to protect both habitat and wildlife.
The Future Land Use Concept of this plan designations lands in the plan area as Open Space.
The boundaries of this designation are intended to be conceptual and have not been derived
through a qualified assessment of existing natural areas. The configuration of this designation
is intended to be refined at the subdivision plan stage, to the satisfaction of Brazeau County
Council, on the basis of detailed environmental, topographical and other environmental
analyses considered relevant by the Development Authority and prepared by qualified
professionals.
Policy 40:

Brazeau County shall endeavour to ensure that areas designated as Open Space in
this plan remain in a natural state with exceptions only for development related to
or supporting recreation (e.g. trails, natural interpretation sites, parks) or for
agricultural uses.

Policy 41:

Brazeau County may require the dedication of environmental reserve or
environmental reserve easements where natural features qualify according to the
provisions of the Municipal Government Act. In cases where the dedication of
environmental reserve or environmental reserve easements is not applicable,
Brazeau County may also request the dedication of municipal reserve to ensure that
the intent behind the Open Space designation is maintained. Brazeau County may
also establish conservation easements as provided for in the Alberta Land
Stewardship Act.
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Policy 42:

Brazeau County may require developers to establish special caveats on the title of
privately owned lands that are adjacent to or are a part of significant natural areas
as a method of protecting significant environmental features against development.
These caveats may also address lands that would otherwise qualify as
environmental reserve or environmental reserve easements.

Land Use Bylaw
1.

8.

Subdivision Process
Subdivision Application Requirements
1.1.2 The Subdivision Authority should consider the subdivision of lands using bio-physical, site
assessment, and siting criteria from the Municipal Development Plan, to evaluate:
(c)
Environmental factors, both on and off-site, including the air quality, surface
water, and ground water hydrology;
Development Regulations
8.14 Hazardous Areas
8.14.5 A subdivision application may be subject to a Slope Stability Assessment at the
discretion of the Development Authority that reviews the suitability of the subject
site and considers the stability of the slope greater than thirty percent (30%).
8.14.6 When considering a subdivision application or development permit application
involving land in or near an Environmentally Sensitive Area and or provincially
identified Environmentally Significant Area, the Development Authority may refer
the application to federal or provincial departments and other relevant
environmental agencies for comments prior to reaching a decision.
8.14.7 An application for development or subdivision upon any hazardous area:
(a)
May be required to provide a written confirmation letter from a qualified
registered professional engineer that the site is suitable for the proposed
development; or
(b)
Shall incorporate alternate measures such as an increase in setbacks
and/or enhanced building standards excluding the minimum setback of 6.1
m (20 ft) from a water body.
8.14.8 Buildings setbacks from hazardous areas shall be as follows:
(a)
Where a slope exceeds 3.0 m in rise, the minimum setback measured from
the Top of Bank Line shall be 6.1 m (20 ft); or
(b)
A distance specified in a letter from a qualified registered professional
engineer; and
(c)
At least 6.1 m (20 ft) from a water body or the high-water mark of the
1:100 year flood plain if known.
8.14.9 An application may be subject to a Slope Stability Assessment, Biophysical
Assessment, Environmental Risk Assessment or an Environment Impact
Assessment at the discretion of the Subdivision Authority and Development
Authority.
8.14.10Minimum development setbacks for land adjacent to Flood Hazard Areas shall be
established in accordance with a site specific Flood Hazard Study.
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15

Definitions
15.1.1 All other words, phrases, and expressions have the meaning assigned to them in Part 17
of the MGA and the Subdivision and Development Regulation.
“ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA” means lands identified within the County’s MDP Figure 4:
Future Land Use Strategy. These areas represent lands that have particular constraints to
development due to environmental features such as watercourses, steep slopes, wetlands,
significant flora or fauna, wildlife habitats.
“ENVIRONMENTALLY SIGNIFICANT AREA (ESA)” are areas that are important to the long-term
maintenance of biological diversity, physical landscape features and/or other natural processes,
both locally and within a larger spatial context as defined by the Province.
“FLOOD FRINGE” means the land along the edges of the flood hazard area that has relatively
shallow water (less than 1 metre deep) with lower velocities (less than 1 m/s).
“FLOOD HAZARD AREA” means the area of land that will be flooded during the design flood event.
The flood hazard area is divided into two zones: (i) the floodway and (ii) the flood fringe.
“FLOOD PLAIN” is a plain formed of sediment dropped by a river.

Illustration: Flood
Plain

“FLOODPROOF” means design modifications on buildings and land such that prevent damages
from occurring in floods. Floodproofing may include adding fill to raise the elevation of a building
site, structural measures such a foundation walls or columns to raise a building, or combinations
of fill and structural measures. Floodproofing includes the use of setbacks to maintain a floodway
and allow for erosion.
“FLOODWAY” means the area within which the entire design flood can be conveyed while
meeting certain water elevation rise, water velocity and water depth criteria. Typically the
floodway includes the river channel and some adjacent overbank areas.
“HAZARDOUS AREA” means an area, which in the opinion of the Subdivision Authority or
Development Authority, is unstable. This may include lands prone to flooding, shoreline erosion
or slope instability hazards or any hazard that may result in life loss or injury, property damage,
social or economic disruption or environmental degradation. This includes, but is not limited to,
lands in proximity to the flood fringe or floodway, high water table, water bodies, water courses,
and areas with slopes greater than thirty percent (30 %) grade.
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“TOP OF BANK” means:
(a)
The point closest to the boundary of the active flood plain of a stream where a break in
the slope of the land occurs such that the grade beyond the break is flatter than 30% at
any point for a minimum distance of 6 metres measured perpendicularly from the break;
and
(b)
For a flood plain of a stream where the slope of the land beyond the edge is flatter than
30% at any point for a minimum distance of 6
metres measured perpendicularly from the edge.

Illustration: Top of Bank
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BRAZEAU COUNTY
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL DECISION
SUBJECT:

Frequency of Municipal Planning Commission Meetings for 2022

DATE TO COUNCIL:

December 7, 2021

SUBMITTED BY:

Chandra Dyck, Senior Planner

ENDORSED BY:

Lynden Fischer, Director of Public Works and Planning

REVIEWED BY CAO:

Shawn McKerry, Interim Chief Administrative Officer

FILE NO:

Administration

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:
That Council approve the meeting frequency of the Municipal Planning Commission (MPC) to one (1)
meeting per month, to occur on the second Tuesday of each month commencing at 9:30 a.m., or as
otherwise required.
1.

TOPIC DEFINED
Executive Summary
At the October 20, 2020 Organizational Meeting the following resolution was passed regarding
the frequency and timing of MPC meetings:
0768/20-10-20

Moved by M. Gressler that Council approve the change of meeting
frequency from every three (3) weeks to one (1) meeting per month to
comply with section 23 of the Subdivision and Development Authority
and MPC Bylaw 973-17 and that the meetings occur on the second
Tuesday of each month; and that such meetings commence at 9:30
a.m.

With the adoption of the 2022 Council Meeting Schedule at the November 2, 2021 Organizational
Meeting, Administration has discovered:
a. March 8, 2022 and August 9, 2022 (the second Tuesday of the month) are scheduled
for Council meetings; and
b. November 8, 2022 falls during the RMA Convention.
As the MPC will need to adjust the schedule of its meetings to accommodate the above, and
occasionally cancels meetings when there are no decision items, Administration is
recommending that a new resolution be passed to allow for adjustments of the MPC meetings
as required.
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Relevant Policy:
The relevant Council Policy is the Municipal Planning Commission Bylaw 973-17, in which section
23 states that “meetings of the MPC shall be held monthly”.
Strategic Relevance:
N/A
2.

ANALYSIS OF RECOMMENDED ACTION
That Council approve the meeting frequency of the Municipal Planning Commission to one (1)
meeting per month, to occur on the second Tuesday of each month, and that such meetings
commence at 9:30 a.m., or as otherwise required.
Advantages


3.

Disadvantages

Ensures no conflict with Council meetings,
allowing MPC to have a defined schedule
for the coming year.



None Identified.

IMPLICATIONS OF RECOMMENDATION
Operational:
Bylaw 973-17 will continue to be complied with.
Financial:
No Impact
Attachments:
Appendix A: Bylaw 973-17
Appendix B: Proposed 2022 Municipal Planning Commission Schedule
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Appendix A
BRAZEAU COUNTY
BYLAW NO.973-17

BEING A BYLAW OF BRAZEAU COUNTY,IN THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA, FOR THE PURPOSE
OF ESTABLISHING SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AND MUNICIPAL
PLANNING COMMISSION

WHEREAS Sections 623,624 and 626 of the Municipal Government Act, R.S.A. 2000 c. M-26
authorize Council to establish a subdivision authority, a development authority and a
Municipal Planning Commission; and
WHEREAS Council wishes to establish a subdivision authority, a development authority and
a Municipal Planning Commission for the County;
NOW THEREFORE the Council of Brazeau County, duly assembled, enacts as follows:

1. This bylaw may be cited as "the Municipal Planning Commission Bylaw".
Definitions

2.

In this bylaw:

a.

"Act" means Municipal Government Act, R.S.A. 2000 c. M-26 as amended or
replaced from time to time.

b.

"Council" means the municipal council of Brazeau County.

c.

"Development Officer" means any person appointed by Council to serve as
development authority.

d.

"Municipal Planning Commission" or "MPC" means those members of Council
and members of the public appointed by Council to the Municipal Planning
Commission.

e.

"Municipality" means Brazeau County.

f.

"Subdivision and Development Appeal Board" means the subdivision and
development appeal board established by Council by bylaw under the
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board Bylaw, as amended or replaced
from time to time.

g.

"Subdivision Authority" means the body exercising subdivision powers and
duties on behalf of the Municipality.
Subdivision and Development Authority and MPC Bylaw 973-17- File 17M-023
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Appendix B

2022 Municipal Planning Commission Schedule
January 11, 2022
February 15, 2022
March 9, 2022
April 12, 2022
May 10, 2022
June 14, 2022
July 12, 2022
August 16, 2022
September 13, 2022
October 11, 2022
November 1, 2022*
December 13, 2022

*Denotes later start for Delegations

2022 Municipal Planning Commission Schedule Amended.docx
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BRAZEAU COUNTY
UPDATE REPORT TO COUNCIL

SUBJECT:

Land Use Bylaw Amendment
Bylaw 1089-21 to Rezone Pt SW 15-49-8-W5M from
Agricultural (AG) to Agricultural Holdings (AGH)

DATE TO COUNCIL:

December 7, 2021

PREPARED BY:

Chandra Dyck, Senior Planner

UPDATE
INFORMATION:

At the November 2, 2021 Council meeting, a Public Hearing was held for
Amending Bylaw 1089-21. At that time, Administration advised that we
were awaiting information from the landowners regarding an adjustment
of the parcel size. Administration requested that second and third reading
not be given to the Bylaw until information was received from the
landowners, which may result in a change in the area to be rezoned.
Council unanimously passed the following resolution:
924/21-11-02

Moved by A. Heinrich to recess the public hearing for
Bylaw 1089-21 until December 7, 2021.

Administration has received a request from the landowners to withdraw
the Rezoning Application. This will allow the landowners to determine an
appropriate lot size to accommodate the tower which is on site.
Accordingly, Administration requests that the Public Hearing for Bylaw
1089-21 be reconvened and subsequently adjourned.
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BRAZEAU COUNTY
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CLARIFICATION
SUBJECT:

Modeste Campground Public Hearing Request

DATE TO COUNCIL:

December 7, 2021

SUBMITTED BY:

Kathleen Sterling, Senior Long Range Planner

ENDORSED BY:

Lynden Fischer, Director of Public Works and Planning

REVIEWED BY CAO:

Shawn McKerry, Interim Chief Administrative Officer

FILE NO:

21M-015

Report/Document

Attached _______

Available _______

Nil ___X____

SUGGESTED FOLLOW-UP ACTION:
Council provide direction and clarification regarding the public hearing set for January 18, 2022 for
Modeste Campground.
1.

TOPIC DEFINED
Key Information:
Modeste Campground is owned and operated by Brazeau County, on lands legally described as
Plan 3631 TR Lot A within NW 3-49-5 W5M.
Under Land Use Bylaw 1002-18 the land is zoned Agricultural, which allows for the operation of
a campground minor as a discretionary use. A campground is defined as a development for
recreational use with sites designated for lodgings in tents, recreational vehicles, cabins, or other
similar accommodations. Although a minor campground is not defined, a major campground shall
accommodate more than twenty (20) sites and be in operation more than six (6) months per
year, or both. Minor campgrounds therefore are smaller than twenty (20) sites and in operation
less than six (6) months per year.
During the November 17th, 18th and 19th Budget Meetings there were discussions about the
Modeste Campground. The discussion included a request to hold a public hearing to allow for
public input about the campground. Administration is requesting clarification about the request
for a public hearing to be held on January 18th as per the motion on November 19th, 2021.
1011/21-11-19

Moved by A. Heinrich to schedule a public hearing for January 18, 2022 for
Modeste Campground

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Brazeau County - Request for Council Clarification – Modeste Campground Public Hearing Request
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Administration is seeking to understand if the public hearing is being requested as part of a
proposal to rezone the parcel from Agricultural (AG) to Recreation (R), which would allow for the
operation of a campground, major as a permitted use. If the request is to proceed with a rezoning
of the parcel, Administration would request additional time to complete the required processing
of an application including referrals to adjacent landowners, external agencies and internal
departments. The County’s referral process requires thirty days for adjacent landowners to
provide a response, which generally occurs prior to the public hearing. We try to not to mail
notification letters and request feedback during the holiday season.
If the request for a public hearing is not related to a rezoning request, Administration is seeking
clarity to understand if Council wants this to be a formal public hearing process under section
230 of the Municipal Government Act. A formal public hearing process would require referrals to
adjacent landowners, external agencies and two weeks of advertisements in the local newspaper.
The alternative is to provide notification to the adjacent landowners and hold a public
consultation regarding Modeste Campground at the January 18th regular Council meeting.
Administration is requesting clarification as to type of engagement Council is wanting to have
regarding Modeste Campground.
Strategic Questions:
Is the requested Public Hearing related to a rezoning of the subject parcel from Agricultural (AG)
to Recreation (R)?
If the answer to the above question is no:
Is the request for a formal Public Hearing with required MGA notification?

2.

EXPLORE RESPONSE OPTIONS TO ACHIEVE KEY RESULTS (Pros/Cons)
Council provide direction and clarification regarding the requested public hearing for Modeste
Campground. Below are three options with associated analysis.
Option

Analysis

a. Council directs Administration to

proceed with a rezoning of the
land from AG to R.

-

-

b. Council directs Administration to

hold a formal public hearing, not
related to rezoning, including the

-

A rezoning application will be processed including
referrals and a public hearing required for a
rezoning bylaw.
Request for motion 1011/21-11-19 to be
rescinded and the public hearing will be
scheduled in 2022 as part of the rezoning bylaw
process.
Would likely receive feedback about the zoning of
the land and not necessarily other aspects related
to the campground.
Notification will occur prior to the public hearing
and include adjacent landowner letters and
newspaper advertisements.
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referral and notification process
required under the Municipal
Government Act

-

-

c. Council directs Administration to

hold public consultation in front of
Council on January 18, 2022. A
letter notifying adjacent
landowners would be sent, but no
formal referral process and no
newspaper advertisement would
occur.

-

-

Receive feedback from adjacent landowners and
interested parties about the Modeste
Campground in general instead of feedback
related to a rezoning proposal.
Administration can draft a letter to encompass
the topics Council would like feedback about
regarding the campground.
No advertisement would occur in the local
newspaper.
Adjacent landowners would receive an invitation
to provide comments about the Modeste
Campground.
Receive feedback from adjacent landowners and
interested parties about the Modeste
Campground in general instead of feedback
related to a rezoning.
Administration can draft a letter to encompass
the topics Council would like feedback about
regarding the campground.
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BRAZEAU COUNTY
UPDATE REPORT TO COUNCIL

SUBJECT:

Rocky Rapids Outdoor Rink

DATE TO COUNCIL:

December 7, 2021

PREPARED BY:

Colin Loose, Parks & Recreation Supervisor

UPDATE INFORMATION:
At the November 18, 2021 Budget Meeting, Council passed the following motion:
986/21-11-18

Moved by K. Westerlund to bring an update on the Rocky Rapids Arena as soon
as available.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Administration received a complaint in October of 2021 relating to the condition of the covered
outdoor rink in Rocky Rapids. Although this concern was raised to Public Works, Community Services
has received similar concerns in the past. A consultant familiar with the type of rink board system was
contacted to request an opinion on the concerns raised, solutions proposed and whether the rink is
useable in its current condition. Refer to the attachment for the consultant’s report.
The concern that was raised is that there is a sizeable gap between the boards and the asphalt at the
West end of the rink. With this gap, their concern is that the rink is not able to be flooded since the
water runs out of this gap and isn’t able to be frozen.
In summary, the report states that the boards and asphalt are in good condition overall. The report
does note that the rink was developed in a low lying area possibly contributing to the gap between the
boards and the asphalt.
Acknowledging the concerns that the rink boards are higher than the asphalt at the West end of the
rink, the report has some cost-effective solutions that Administration supports. “Slushing-in”, referring
to using snow to create a barrier to allow a layer of water to settle long enough to freeze in thin layers,
would be an ideal way to overcome the gap that is of concern.
In addition to what is included in the report, Administration would like to clarify that adding material
permanently to create a barrier to hold water, such as sand, dirt or even cold mix, would create two
Brazeau County – Report to Council – Rocky Rapids Outdoor Rink
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foreseeable concerns. The first is these materials will attract and retain heat, potentially leading to ice
failures in the corners during thaw cycles in winter. Secondly, during the spring season, to preserve the
existing asphalt and rink board foundation, drainage of water from the thawing ice should be
promoted. Both of these risks would be eliminated should the “slushing-in” method be utilized.
Administration does also recommend that, should Council choose, that the County install weeping tile
along the West end of the rink to facilitate better drainage towards the ditch on the North. By
facilitating drainage during the spring and summer, the County would hope to extend the life
expectancy of the asphalt and rink foundation as long as possible. Administration would be able to
accomplish this in-house with the existing operating budget.
Should Council choose, costs to replace the asphalt and improve subgrade to reduce the gap of the rink
boards is approximately $60,000.00. This amount is an estimate from figures obtained to re-pave the
Lodgepole Rink from 2018. However, there would also be an anticipated cost to remove and re-install
the boards should Council choose to re-pave the rink, and Administration does not currently have an
estimate for those costs.
Attachments:
1. Omnisport – Rocky Rapids Outdoor Rink Site Observation
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November 19, 2021
Colin Loose
Parks & Recreation Supervisor
Brazeau County
Box 77 – 7407 Twp Rd 494
Drayton Valley, AB T7A 1R1
ROCKY RAPIDS OUTDOOR RINK
SITE OBSERVATION
The residents of Rocky Rapids have raised concerns with the spacing between the asphalt
surface and the dasher board system – and more specifically how to make ice with those
conditions present. Omni Sport Inc. has experience with dasher systems, and thus was
requested by Colin Loose on behalf of Brazeau County to make observations within our
limited area of expertise.
It is understood by the author that there is some ambiguity over ownership and
responsibilities for maintenance after the Rocky Rapids Community League that was
overseeing the facility ceased to function in the recent past.
On October 20, 2021 a site visit and observation of the existing dasher board system and
asphalt surface took place. One representative from Omni Sport and two representatives
from Brazeau County were in attendance.
The playing surface is accessed by either a single swing gate or a split wing machine gate.
The function of the machine gate was not assessed, but anecdotally is in acceptable
functioning form.
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There was a slight misalignment of the sill plate noticed, but
this minor adjustment is simply a standard maintenance item.

On approaching the rink from the east side parking area it is readily apparent that there is
an elevation gap between the bottom of the dasher board system and the asphalt surface.
No significant elevation changes to the dasher frames or instability of the dasher board
system was noted. (i.e. the dasher system runs in a straight elevation atop the pilings)

The space between the dasher frames and the asphalt on the south side of the dasher
system increases and is greater on the west end than it is at the east end.
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It was noted around the complete circumference of the rink that the pilings are not
consistently centred beneath the dasher board frames. The asphalt also looked to be
pulling down from the level of the concrete pilings. It appears as though the pilings were
dug into the asphalt after placement of the asphalt pad, but that is conjecture of the author
as no original construction information has been reviewed.
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Near the centre of the dasher system on the
south side of the rink there was one connection of
the plastics which seemed wider at top and
narrower at the bottom. Inspection of the frames
at the rear showed no gapping.

Several items were discussed regarding potential causes of the elevation discrepancies.
Neither the author nor Omni Sport are qualified to speak to geotechnical matters. Visually
the rink area lies in a low spot on the property, where it seems probable that saturation may
occur.
Insofar as the dasher system is concerned, it appears to be in serviceable condition as of
the observation date. There were a couple of loose anchor nuts noted, but the gates are
operational and the system is standing straight and secure.
While it is certainly possible to create a berm of soil or other material such as cold mix
asphalt behind the dashers or within the asphalt pad area, simpler solutions do exist.
“Slushing in” with snow pack is one method. Simply building ice slowly with thin layers is the
another. (ice should always be built in small layers for greatest durability and to avoid
breakouts)
If the asphalt surface is brought up with additional materials, it is recommended that
consideration be given to demounting the dasher system so as to avoid thermal expansion
issues with the plastic cladding materials.
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SUMMARY
The dasher system appeared to be serviceable as of October 20, 2021. Some regular minor
maintenance would include checking and tightening of anchor points and realignment of
gates.
While the gap beneath the dashers is a reasonable concern, geophysical evaluation and
solutions are not within the expertise of Omni Sport Inc. The gap may be able to be closed
for the ice season by building berms as mentioned above or by otherwise building ice to a
sufficient level to reach the dasher boards.
Demounting the dasher boards is recommended prior to laying of asphalt to ensure that the
plastics are not damaged by heat during the asphalt placement.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide assistance,
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me back. I can be reached toll
free at 1-866-654-7465. You can also reach me directly at doug@omnisport.ca.
Sincerely,
Doug Fidelak
Project Sales

File: Rocky Rapids AB ODR Observation.docx
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BRAZEAU COUNTY
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL DECISION
SUBJECT:

Pembina Nordic Ski Club – Gate Request

DATE TO COUNCIL:

December 7, 2021

SUBMITTED BY:

Lee Chambers, Director of Community Services

ENDORSED BY:

Lynden Fischer, Director of Public Works and Planning

REVIEWED BY CAO:

Shawn McKerry, Interim CAO

FILE NO:
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:
That Council direct Administration to install a gate on Township Road 494, adjacent to the Pembina
Nordic Ski Club lease and 500m to the east.
1.

TOPIC DEFINED
Executive Summary
Administration received a letter, Attachment 1, from the Pembina Nordic Ski Club (PNSC)
outlining concerns with an area on Township 494 near their facility, Attachment 2. These
concerns stem mainly from misuse of the dead end area; namely burn piles, garbage dumped,
and a gathering spot for parties. PNSC has also experienced instances of damage to their fence
line; resulting in off-highway vehicles accessing and damaging their trails. This results in added
expense to the Club and loss of volunteer hours on the trails as they are monitoring the area and
cleaning up as necessary. The Club is requesting that the County install a gate adjacent to their
lease 500m east to help eliminate the extra cost and burden on their volunteers. PNSC recognizes
that this will increase the distance for residents to access the river and is willing to alleviate that
by opening a previously fenced areas on the north side in the future. Supporting their request is
a letter from the Eagle Point Blue Rapids Parks Council, Attachment 3.
Administration reviewed the request, which can be accommodated within public works
operations if Council is agreeable. In addition to installing a gate, new signage is required to notify
traffic of the change. Costs associated to undertake the request are minimal as supplies are in
stock and the rest is in-house work force. PNSC has also indicated a willingness to help on the
project.
Relevant Policy:
None
Strategic Relevance:
Goal #3 & #5
Brazeau County - Request for Council Decision – PNSC Gate Request
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2.

ANALYSIS OF RECOMMENDED ACTION
That Council direct Administration to install a gate on Township Road 494, adjacent to the
Pembina Nordic Ski Club lease and 500m to the east.
Advantages



3.

Reduces risk of misuse (unapproved
fires, garbage, fence cutting)
Foster partnership with PNSC and
EPBR

Disadvantages


Reduces access to the North
Saskatchewan River off of TWP
RD 494

IMPLICATIONS OF RECOMMENDATION
Operational:
Minimal
Financial:
Minimal in-kind costs within Public Works operations; $3,278
Attachments:


Attachment 1: Correspondence from PNSC



Attachment 2: Map of area



Attachment 3: Correspondence from EPBR

Brazeau County - Request for Council Decision – PNSC Gate Request
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Attachment 1

7010 Township Rd 494
Rocky Rapids, AB T0E 1Z0
pembina.nordic@gmail.com

October 19, 2021

Dear Lee,

The purpose of this letter is to have the gate on township 494 that is adjacent to the Pembina Nordic Ski Club
(PNSC) lease moved 500m to the east. Due to the nature of the dead end and being out of sight the area gets used for a
burn pile, garbage dump, and party spot. At numerous times during the year our fences and gates are cut open.
Snowmobiles, dirt bikes, and 4x4 trucks then damage our trails. The burden then falls to the PNSC volunteers to fix the
fences and come up with funding to fix the damage. It is also an unnecessary burden on the county public works
department as they have had to clean the area up multiple times.

Due to the lack of traffic at the bottom of the hill people can keep doing damage unchecked. Moving the gate to
the top of the hill near the PNSC entrance will bring it into the view of the daily users of the park. It will reduce our
fence line that we have to service and protect by over 1 km. It will remove the parts of the park that border the road
that is a non-traveled dead end. It will be mutually beneficial to the public works department who has had to clean up
garbage dumped, deer carcasses, burnt pallets and more. Our Volunteer resources are being wasted on patrolling and
reporting damage.

We realize that there are county residents that stop at the bottom of the hill and access the river. The current
walk is 500m. Moving the gate will change that to 1km. In the future we can provide more and better access to the
river to mitigate the extra distance. We also will be able to open previously fenced areas to provide easier access to
Brazeau county residents to the park specifically the north side.

Please consider our proposal and let us know what we can do to help.

Regards,

Curtis Buchan
President
PNSC
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Attachment 2
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Attachment 3

October 26, 2021
Brazeau County Council
Box 77
Drayton Valley, Alberta
T7A 1R1
Dear Reeve Guyon & Councilors,
On behalf of the Eagle Point-Blue Rapids Parks Council, I would like to express our support for
the Pembina Nordic Ski Club’s request to have a gate positioned on Township Road 494 just
east of the main entrance accessing the ski club.
The area at the east end of Township Road 494, inside the Eagle Point Provincial Park boundary
has been problematic over the last number of years for illegal dumping of garbage, as well as
various undesirable activities that do not align with proper land use. Brazeau County staff have
kindly removed garbage from the area in the past and last autumn our colleagues at Alberta
Environment and Parks removed a significant amount of material from the area. Sadly, there is
already evidence of more refuse being thrown away in this location. The unfortunate issue of
improper land use has been demonstrated in the forced entry of vehicles onto the trails of the
Pembina Nordic Ski Club. Despite efforts to prevent this and educate the public about
appropriate use of recreational trail systems, some individuals choose to be destructive and
vandalize property.
The Eagle Point-Blue Rapids Parks Council recognizes that motor sports are a favorite
recreational activity for many individuals and continues to provide appropriate facilities for off
highway vehicles within the Blue Rapids Provincial Recreation Area. Trail misuse at the
Pembina Nordic Ski Club is not done in ignorance rather it is a deliberate act to cause harm.
The east end of Township Road 494, as the grade falls, provides a perfect hiding spot for
vandals to carry out destructive behaviors. Placing the gate just east of the entrance to the
Pembina Nordic Centre would prohibit vehicle access to this area thereby decreasing the
amount of illegal dumping and limiting the severity of damage that could be done by
trespassers.
The Parks Council is very grateful that all parties, Alberta Environment and Parks, Pembina
Nordic Ski Club and Brazeau County are looking at a solution to this issue. If we can be of
service relative to volunteers or seeking in-kind contributions to aid in the installation of the
gate or other required items, please contact me directly.
Sincerely,

Sandra Bannard
Executive Director
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BRAZEAU COUNTY
UPDATE REPORT TO COUNCIL

SUBJECT:

LARB/CARB Training Opportunities

DATE TO COUNCIL:

December 7, 2021

PREPARED BY:

C. Swap, General Manager of Finance

UPDATE
INFORMATION:

At its Organizational Meeting on Nov. 2 Council expressed interest in
having all members of Council take the Assessment Review Board training.
Council had inquired about the possibility of hosting the training in person
here and inviting neighbouring municipalities LARB/CARB members to also
take part.
Administration contacted the Land and Property Rights Tribunal with the
request. The LPRT responded that all training will continue to be virtual at
this time and they do not anticipate offering any ARB training outside of
the sessions scheduled for the spring of 2022. Anyone interested in taking
the training may register for any of the set dates when they are released in
early 2022.
Any Council members interested in taking the training are asked to let the
Executive Assistant know so arrangements can be made to register. At least
one Councillor will need to take the training as per the following motion:
581/21-07-06

Moved by D. Wiltse to have one elected official on the
CARB and LARB committees effective after the municipal
election.
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BRAZEAU COUNTY
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL DECISION
SUBJECT:

Bylaw 1095-21 – Operating Line of Credit

DATE TO COUNCIL:

December 7, 2021

SUBMITTED BY:

C. Swap, General Manager of Finance

ENDORSED BY:
REVIEWED BY CAO:

S, McKerry, Interim CAO

FILE NO:
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:
That Council give all required readings to Bylaw 1095-21 to allow for operational borrowing up to
$2,000,000 per annum, if necessary, to ensure day-to-day operations of the municipality.
1.

TOPIC DEFINED
Executive Summary
Section 256 of the Municipal Government Act allows municipalities to pass a borrowing bylaw for
the purpose of financing operating expenditures.
Passing a borrowing bylaw for financing operational expenditures gives Administration the ability
to access borrowed funds to cover operational expenses if necessary. There may be an instance
where we do not have immediate access to funds that are invested or it’s advantageous for us to
utilize the line of credit instead of withdrawing an investment.
In certain instances, Administration may need to borrow funds for expenses prior to the
collection of annual taxes in June, or prior to short-term investments coming due. In the past 5
years, the County has not accessed the line of credit.
Brazeau County is well below its debt limit and as of December 31, 2020 the County’s total debt
was $10,481,875. If any of the borrowed funds are accessed, the money will become part of the
County’s overall debt and repayment schedule.
A bylaw authorizing the borrowing does not need to be advertised if it is in effect for less than
three years. Administration presents an operational borrowing bylaw each year for Council’s
consideration.
Relevant Policy:
MGA S. 256, Bylaw 1071-20
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Strategic Relevance:
To have access to funds during the year, should the need arise, to ensure Brazeau County can
maintain the day-to-day operations of the municipality.
2.

ANALYSIS OF RECOMMENDED ACTION
That Council give all required readings to Bylaw 1095-21 to allow for operational borrowing up
to $2,000,000 per annum, if necessary, to ensure day-to-day operations of the municipality.
Advantages

-

-

3.

Administration will have access to
additional operational funds to cover
any potential temporary shortfalls.
Day-to-day operations of the
municipality will continue
uninterrupted.

Disadvantages
-

None identified

IMPLICATIONS OF RECOMMENDATION
Operational:
If Bylaw 1095-21 is passed, Administration will provide our financial institution, TD Financial, with
a copy of the adopted bylaw.
Financial:
There is no financial implication to the bylaw unless we are required to draw funds. Our current
agreement with our financial institution is at prime less 1%. Currently prime is at 2.45%.
Attachments:
Bylaw 1095-21

Brazeau County - Request for Council Decision – Bylaw 1095-21 – Operating Line of Credit
Page 2 of 2

144

BRAZEAU COUNTY
BYLAW NO. 1095-21
THIS BYLAW AUTHORIZES THE COUNCIL OF BRAZEAU COUNTY TO INCUR INDEBTEDNESS FOR AN
OPERATING LINE OF CREDIT TO MEET CURRENT EXPENDITURES OF THE MUNICIPALITY.

WHEREAS: The Council of Brazeau County has decided to issue a bylaw pursuant to Section 256
of the Municipal Government Act to borrow for the purpose of financing operating
expenditures.
WHEREAS: The Council of Brazeau County deems it necessary to borrow from time to time on a
revolving basis during the year a sum or sums not exceeding the maximum principal amount of
Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) at any one time to meet the operating expenditures of the
municipality.
WHEREAS: The principal amount of the outstanding debt of Brazeau County at December 31,
2020 is $10,481,875 and no part of the principal or interest is in arrears.
NOW THEREFORE, the Council of Brazeau County, in the Province of Alberta, duly assembled
enacts and approves the request to establish an operating line of credit; and
That the Council of Brazeau County does borrow from time to time, on a revolving basis, a sum
not exceeding Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) from TD Canada Trust on the credit and security
of the municipality at large, of which the full sum is to be paid by the municipality at large.
1.

The proper officers of Brazeau County are hereby authorized to issue debt on behalf of
the municipality for the amount and purpose as authorized by this bylaw, namely the
revolving operating line of credit.

2.

The municipality shall repay the indebtedness according to the terms and at the rates set
from time to time by the TD Canada Trust on the date of the borrowing(s) at a rate not to
exceed prime less 1.00%.

3.

The Municipality shall levy and raise in each year municipal taxes sufficient to pay the
indebtedness.

4.

The indebtedness shall be contracted on the credit and security of the municipality.

5.

There is no contractual Term for the Loan, subject to Brazeau County’s banking
agreement with TD Canada Trust, which is for 3 years with a 2 year option to renew.
Bylaw 1095-21 Operating Line of Credit
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6.

Citation: This bylaw may be cited as, 'Operating Line of Credit'.

7.

Bylaw 1071-20 is hereby repealed.

8.

This bylaw comes into force on the date it is passed.

READ a first time in Council this ____ day of December, 2021
READ a second time in Council this ____ day of December, 2021
READ a third time this ____ day of December, 2021

______________________________
Reeve

_____________________________
Interim Chief Administrative Officer

Bylaw 1095-21 Operating Line of Credit
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BRAZEAU COUNTY
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL DECISION
SUBJECT:

Bylaw 1094-21 – 2022 Schedule of Fees

DATE TO COUNCIL:

December 7, 2021

SUBMITTED BY:

C. Swap, General Manager of Finance

ENDORSED BY:
REVIEWED BY CAO:

S. McKerry, Interim CAO

FILE NO:
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:
That Council give all required readings to Bylaw 1094-21 2022 Schedule of Fees.
1.

TOPIC DEFINED
Executive Summary
Each year Council passes a Schedule of Fees Bylaw that sets out fees for goods and services
offered to members of the public.
For 2022 Administration is not proposing any changes to fees and has no administrative updates,
and is simply presenting a bylaw and Schedule A with updated dates for Council’s consideration.
The proposed bylaw is attached for Council discussion.
The Schedule of Fees Bylaw does not require advertising or public hearing, and may be given all
required readings today if Council wishes.
Until a new bylaw is passed the existing bylaw (Bylaw 1075-21) remains in effect.
Relevant Policy:
Bylaw 1075-21
Strategic Relevance:
To set out fees for services for 2022.
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2.

ANALYSIS OF RECOMMENDED ACTION
That Council give all required readings to Bylaw 1094-21 2022 Schedule of Fees.
Advantages
-

3.

To have an updated fee
schedule for the public

Disadvantages
-

None identified

IMPLICATIONS OF RECOMMENDATION
Operational:
If approved, the 2022 Schedule of Fees will be posted on the Brazeau County website and
distributed to departments internally.
Financial:
Revenues from fees set out in the Schedule of Fees Bylaw are accounted for in the annual budget.
Attachments:
Bylaw 1094-21
Bylaw 1094-21 Schedule A
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Brazeau County
Bylaw 1094-21

BEING A BYLAW OF BRAZEAU COUNTY, IN THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA, TO ESTABLISH THE
2022 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW.
WHEREAS, Brazeau County deems it expedient to set and review, as necessary from time to
time, various fees of the Municipality; and

T

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Municipal Government Act, Chapter M-26.1, Revised
Statutes of Alberta 2000 and amendments thereto, the Council for a Municipality may set fees
for goods or services provided;

AF

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of Brazeau County, in the Province of Alberta, duly assembled
enacts as follows:
1. TITLE
This Bylaw may be cited as the “2022 Schedule of Fees Bylaw”

2. FEES
The fees are set out in Schedule ‘A’, attached to and forming part of this Bylaw
3. REPEAL
Bylaw 1075-21 and any amendments thereto are hereby repealed.

DR

4. EFFECTIVE DATE
This Bylaw shall come into force and have effect upon passing.
READ a first time this ____ day of December, 2021
READ a second time this ____ day of December, 2021

READ a third time and finally passed this ____ day of December, 2021

Reeve

Interim Chief Administrative Officer

2022 Schedule of Fees Bylaw 1094-21
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

A. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
1. Development Permit Application
a. Permitted Uses
i. Residential ........................................................................................... EX

$0

ii. Medium Home Occupation .................................................................EX

$0

iii. Commercial and Industrial .................................................................. EX

$0

iv. Recreation……………………………………………………………………………………….EX

$0

v. After a development has commenced ................................................ EX

$0

vi. Setback Relaxation (in addition to Development Permit Fee) ............ EX

$0

b. Discretionary Uses
i.

Residential.......................................................................................... EX

$0

ii.

Medium Home Occupation................................................................ EX

$0

iii.

Major Home Occupation.................................................................... EX

$0

iv.

Recreation ……………………………………………..……………………………………..EX

$0

v.

Commercial and Industrial .................................................................EX

$0

vi.

Any variance (except setbacks) requested by MPC
(In addition to Development Permit fee) .......................................... EX

$0

Council approval under Direct Control District…………………………… EX
After a development has commenced .............................................. EX

$0
$0

vii.
viii.

c. Refund of Development Permit Fees
At the discretion of the Director of Planning and Development where it relates to
seeking compliance, or after voluntarily application withdrawal (upon
recommendation).

1
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

2. Certificate of Compliance
a. Residential...................................................................................................... EX

$0

b. Commercial, Industrial or Other .................................................................... EX

$0

c. Within 48 hours (RUSH) ................................................................................. EX

$0

3. Subdivision Application
a. Unplanned Rural Subdivision (1-3 parcels + remainder in
Quarter Section)……………………………………………………………………………………….. EX

$0

b. Multi-parcel Subdivision (5+ parcels in the
Quarter Section)……………………………………………………………………………………….. EX
i. Phases in addition to Phase I………………………………………………………. EX

$0
$0/phase

c. Re-imbursement Upon Withdrawal of the Application
i. Before circulation of the application .................................................
ii. After site inspections completed……………………………………………………
iii. After the staff report is submitted to MPC Agenda……………………………
d. Final Endorsement Fee .................................................................................. EX

$0
$0
$0
$0 /lot

4. Time Extension Application (max. of 2 extensions permitted)
a. Development Permit ...................................................................................... EX

$0

b. Subdivision – after conditional approval is granted by the Authority
and not applicable during the 60 day processing period .............................. EX

$0

5. Agreements
a. Preparation of agreements for subdivision or development to include but not
limited to: Land Purchase Agreements, Land Acquisition Agreements, Caveats,
Access Easements, Utility Easement, Environmental Reserve Easements,
Encroachments Agreements, Restrictive Covenants ..................................... T

$0

b. Preparation of Development Agreements .................................................... T

$0

2
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

6. Subdivision and Development Appeal Application
a. Subdivision ..................................................................................................... EX

$250

b. Development Permit ...................................................................................... EX

$250

7. Amendment Application (includes the cost of advertising)
a. Land Use Bylaw (re-designation using existing districts) ..................................... EX

$0

b. Land Use Bylaw (re-designation creating a Direct Control district) .................... EX

$0

c. Bylaw Text Amendment ....................................................................................... EX

$1,000

d. Statutory Plan (review or amendment) ............................................................... EX

$1,000

e. Reimbursement Upon Withdrawal of the Application
i. Before the circulation of the application ............................................

100% fee refund

ii. After the circulation of the application ...............................................

50% fee refund

iii. After first reading report is submitted to Council agenda ..................

0% fee refund

8. Application for the Adoption of Statutory and Other Plans
a. Area Structure Plan (Statutory) ..................................................................... EX

$1,000

9. Planning Documents
a. Municipal Development Plan......................................................................... T

$30

b. Land Use Bylaw .............................................................................................. T

$40

c. Area Structure Plan ........................................................................................ T

$30

d. Inter-municipal Development Plan ................................................................ T

$30

e. Copy of Certificate of Title or Registered Document..................................... EX
(Only available for the purpose of a Planning Application or Process)

$0

f. Public File Search (permit/compliance/document on land file) .................... EX

$50
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

B. PUBLIC WORKS
1. Transfer Stations
a. Transfer Station Replacement Card ............................................................... T

$10.00

2. Snow Plowing & Grading of Private Driveways
a. Disabled, Handicapped ..................................................................................

No Charge

b. Seniors (subject to policy) ..............................................................................

No Charge

c. Community Centres, Churches, Cemeteries ..................................................

No Charge

d. Manufactured Home Park ............................................................................. T

AB Road
Builder Rate

e. School Divisions ............................................................................................. T

AB Road
Builder Rate

f. Medical Attention/Funerals (subject to policy) .............................................

No Charge

g. Residents – one free per season, .................................................................. T
Season being Oct 1 – Sept 30 ........................................................................ T

1st one free.
$60/hr or
portion
thereof – min.
charge $20.00

h. Commercial – government rate ..................................................................... T

AB Road
Builder Rate
-minimum
charge $60.00

i.

No Charge

Replacement Signs .........................................................................................

4
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

3. Dust Control
a. Country Residential Subdivisions – 100 metres
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

1st application per year ..................................................................... T
2nd application – if requested by applicant ...................................... T
3rd application – if requested by applicant ....................................... T
Seniors (age 60 and older) 50% of above rates .................................T

$100.00.
$125.00.
$200.00

b. Rural Road Residents - 200 metres
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

1st application per year ..................................................................... T
2nd application – if requested by applicant ...................................... T
3rd and subsequent applications – if requested by applicant .......... T
Seniors (age 60 and older) 50% of above rates ................................ T

$200.00
$250.00
$400.00

c. Additional Length ........................................................................................... T

Full Cost

d. Industrial/Commercial ................................................................................... T

Full Cost

e. Community Halls, Active Cemeteries,............................................................
where warranted, by policy

No Charge

4. Sale of Cold Mix (non-commercial) ............................................................................ T

Actual + 10%
Paid on order

5. Sale of Water
a. Hamlet of Rocky Rapids & Cynthia (monthly)
i.

Minimum charge ............................................................................. EX

$10.00

ii.

Water meter fee ............................................................................. EX

$75.00

iii.

Metered rates upon installation

$1.50/m3

iv.

Unmetered residence (based on 18 m3) ........................................ EX

v.

Unmetered Commercial/Industrial (discretionary) ........................ EX

vi.

Capital Replacement Flat Rate........................................................ EX

EX

$27.00/month
$27.00 to
$128.00/
Month
$10.00/month

5
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

b. Miscellaneous Water Rates
i.

Turn on Service after non-payment shut off



ii.

During normal business hours ............................................... EX
After normal business hours .................................................. EX

$25.00
$50.00

Service Call


Normal office hours – min. charge ........................................ EX

$40.00/hr



After normal office hours – min. charge ................................ EX

$60.00/hr

iii.

Initial Connection Fee/Unit ............................................................. EX

$1,840.00

iv.

New Customer water activation fee



Prior to moving in .................................................................. EX
After moving in ...................................................................... EX

$10.00
$32.00

v.

Unauthorized Water Connection Penalty ....................................... EX

$100.00

vi.

Non-compliance Fine (Bylaw 907-16) ............................................. EX

$500.00
maximum

c. Bulk Water Sales ........................................................................................... EX

$9.25/m3

6. Sale of Sewage Services
a. Sewage Rates
i. Metered Rate…based on 67% of water usage................................... EX
(Rocky Rapids, Cynthia)

$1.00/m3

ii. Residential Unmetered Rate ............................................................. EX
(Lodgepole, Violet Grove, Buck Creek)

$12.00/month

iii. Capital Replacement Flat Rate ........................................................... EX

$10.00/month

6
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

b. Miscellaneous Sewage Charges
i. Initial Connection Fee/Unit ................................................................ EX

$1,056.00

ii. Service Call


Normal office hours – min. charge ............................ EX

$40.00/hr



After office hours – min. charge ................................ EX

$60.00/hr

iii. Sewage Dumping Charge ................................................................... EX

$40.00/load

iv. Unauthorized Sewer Connection Penalty .......................................... EX

$100.00

v. Non-compliance Fine (Bylaw 907-16) ................................................ EX

$500.00

maximum
c. Commercial Industrial Unmetered Rate
i. Hotel/Motel ...................................................................................... Every 3 rooms =
$18.00/month
ii. R.V. Park ............................................................................................ Every 3 stalls =
$18.00/month
iii. Restaurant ......................................................................................... Every 15 seats =
$18.00/month
iv. Each Laundry or Shower Facility ........................................................ $18.00/month
7. Approaches
a. Permit Fee
i.

Commercial/Industrial (non-refundable) .................................... EX

$150.00

ii.

Residential (refundable) .............................................................. EX

$1,000.00

b. Subdivision – Deposit (refundable).......................................................... EX

$1,000.00

c. Approach Construction ............................................................................ T

Actual cost

8. Sand and Gravel
a. Community Halls, Cemeteries, Ball Diamonds and Parks
i. 1st three loads per year ..................................................................... EX

No Charge

ii. Over three loads per year .................................................................. T

At Cost

7
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

b. Other Groups – Non Profit ............................................................................. T

At Cost

c. Sale of Screened Sand .................................................................................... T

$9.00/tonne

d. Sale of Raw Sand ............................................................................................ T

$5.00/tonne

9. Seismic (Road Crossings & Road Allowance)
a. Permit Fee (non-refundable) Per Township ................................................. EX

$200.00/TWP

10. Cattle Pass
a. Construction/Installation ............................................................................

Actual Cost

b. Maintenance for usable life of Cattle Pass..................................................

Actual Cost

c. Removal and Remediation/Rehabilitation of Road .....................................

Actual Cost

8
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

C. WORKSHOP, YARDS & INVENTORY
1. Labour Rate
a. Warranty Work ........................................................................................ T

$75.00

b. External Municipalities ............................................................................ T

$75.00

c. Internal ..................................................................................................... T

Actual Cost

2.

Grader Blades – Used ......................................................................................... T

$1.90 each

3.

Used Culverts -% of new price............................................................................ T

Max. 50%

4.

Equipment Charge Out Rate............................................................................... T

AB Road
Builder Rate

5.

Equipment Rental
a. External Municipalities ............................................................................ T

AB Road
Builder Rate

b. County Non-profit Community Organizations .........................................

No Charge

9
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

D. ADMINISTRATION
1. Assessment and Tax Certificate
a. Tax Certificate .......................................................................................... EX

$20.00

b. Assessment Records ................................................................................ EX

$10.00

c. Assessment Appeal Filing Fees ................................................................ EX
Residential 3 or fewer dwellings & Farmland

$50.00

Residential 4 or more dwellings

$300.00

Non-residential (Assessed value under $2 Million)

$300.00

Non-residential (Assessed value over $2 Million)

$650.00

2. Penalties/Interest
a. Utilities ..................................................................................................... EX

1.5%/month

b. General Receivables (28th of each month) ............................................. EX

1.5%/month

c. Taxes ........................................................................................................ EX

1%/month

d. Contractual Agreements (28th of each month) ...................................... EX

1.5%/month

3. Tax Notification Charge.............................................................................................. EX

At Cost

4. Charge for NSF Cheques ............................................................................................ EX

$20.00

5. Photocopying
a. Community or Charitable Organizations ................................................. T

$0.10/page

b. Minutes, Bylaws, Plans ............................................................................ T

$0.25/page

c. Agricultural Service Board Minutes ......................................................... T

$10.00/year

d. Computer Printouts ................................................................................. T

$0.50/page
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

6. Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Fees
a. Initial Fee for a one-time request ............................................................ EX

$25.00

b. Initial Fee for continuing requests and fees ............................................ EX
where the costs of processing exceed $150.00

$50.00

c. Digital Recording of Minutes Provided Via Electronic
Media (CD or USB) ……………………………………………………………..…….……T

$25.00

d. Council Meeting Transcript ……………………………………………………………..……T

Full Cost

a. County Maps Colour (Flat/Folded) .......................................................... T

$10.00

7. Maps

8. Ortho photos/GIS Maps (11” x 17”)
a. Original Base Charge (single photo)......................................................... T

$10.00 each

b. Additional Copies ..................................................................................... T

$5.00

9. GIS Maps
a. Custom Brazeau Map (1:100,000 – 36” x 26”) ........................................ T

$20.00

b. Custom Brazeau Map (1:75,000 – 50” x 36”) .......................................... T

$30.00

c. Custom Brazeau Map (1: 60,000- 60” x42”) ............................................ T

$40.00

d. Custom Brazeau Map Laminating (all sizes) ............................................ T

$20.00

11
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

E. AGRICULTURE
1. 5-Ton Fertilizer Spreader (A77) ………………………………………………………………………T
$100/day
$100.00 Damage Deposit
2. Cattle Scale – (A71) (A17) –........................................................................................ T
*$30.00/day
$50.00 Damage Deposit
3. Cattle Squeeze – (A76) – ........................................................................................... T

*$30.00/day

$50.00 Damage Deposit
4. Calf Tipping Table – (A20) (A09) –.............................................................................. T

*$30.00/day

$50.00 Damage Deposit
5. Loading Chute – (A06) (A60) – .................................................................................. T

*$30.00/day

$50.00 Damage Deposit
6. Corral Panels – (A21) – ............................................................................................... T

*$30.00/day

$50.00 Damage Deposit
7. ATV Sprayer ............................................................................................................... T

*$25.00/day

$50.00 Damage Deposit
8. Back Pack Sprayers ..................................................................................................... T

*$5.00/day

$50.00 Damage Deposit
9. 300 gal. pull type Sprayer – (A34) (A58) .................................................................... T

*$35.00/day

$50.00 Damage Deposit
10. Slip-in Truck Box/UTV Sprayers – ............................................................................... T

*35.00/day

$50.00 Damage Deposit
11. Brillion Seeder – (A73) - ........................................................................................... T*$100.00/day
$100.00 Damage Deposit
12. Electronic Bale Scale – (A16) - .................................................................................. T

*$30.00/day

$50.00 Damage Deposit
13. RFID Reader (Gallager HR3) ....................................................................................... T
$25.00/day
$50.00 Damage Deposit
14. Soil Sampler, Feed Probe, Hand Seeders ................................................................... T - N/C – 3 days
*$5.00/day thereafter
$30.00 Damage Deposit
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

15. Bran Bait Applicator (Grasshopper Control) ......................................................... T

$15.00/day

$50.00 Damage Deposit
16. Traps
a. Small Animal Trap (skunk, squirrel, marmot)…………………………………………………….T *$10.00/7 days
$50.00 Damage Deposit
b. Large Animal Trap (fox, porcupine)………………………………………………………………….T *$20.00/7 Days
$50.00 Damage Deposit
17. Signs (cattle drive, agriculture haul route, smoke) ................................................... EX N/C 3 days
$25.00/day thereafter
$50.00 Damage Deposit
18. No Spray” Signage Admin. Fee .................................................................................. T *$35.00 flat rate
$50.00 Damage Deposit
19. Haying Leases
a. Cultivatable land greater than 10 acres on a parcel……………………….………………… T

$30/acre

b. Parcel of 10 acres or less…..……………………………………………………………………………..

no charge

c. Administrative base fee……………………………………………………………………………………. T

$25

20. Grazing Leases
a. Entire parcel area…………………………………………………………………………………………….. T

$1/acre

b. Administrative base fee…………………………………………………………………………………… T

$25

21. Weed Enforcement/ Ag. Pest Enforcement ......................................................…T $250.00 + (cost X1.20)
(Custom Rate Fee X 1.2)
22. Fusarium graminearum testing ................................................................................ N/C 2 samples/farm
a. Germination with Fusarium ............................................................................. T At Cost
b. Additional Samples Oats, Barley, Wheat ......................................................... T At Cost

13

162

2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

23. Soil Testing
a. Basic Analysis – (N, P, K, S, pH, Electrical Conductivity and Organic Matter)….. T - 50% subsidy
on 1st two soil
samples/farm
b. More than two samples ....................................................................................... T - At Cost

14
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SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

F. MISCELLANEOUS
1. Cemeteries
a.

Cemetery Plot (resident and non-resident) ....................................................... T

$300.00

b.

Cemetery Plot transfer/exchange ..................................................................... T

$25.00

c.

Grave open/close .............................................................................................. T

Actual Cost

d.

Urn plots open/close ........................................................................................ T

Actual Cost

e.

Open/close after hours, weekends or holidays surcharge .............................. T

25%

f.

Disinternment .................................................................................................. T

Actual Cost

g.

Monument Permit ........................................................................................... T

$30.00

h.

Grave Liner....................................................................................................... T

Actual Cost

i)

Perpetual Care Charge (*applies to plots only*) ............................................. T

25%

2. Memorial Benches
a. Memorial Benches (bench, site prep and installation) ......................................

Actual Cost

3. Easyford/Modeste Campground Rentals
a. Daily ..................................................................................................................... T

$200

b. Weekend .............................................................................................................. T

$400

c. 3 Day Long Weekend ........................................................................................... T

$500

d. Full Week ............................................................................................................. T

$1,300
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SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

e. Damage Deposit (refundable).............................................................................. EX

$500.00

f. Volleyball Net Deposit (refundable) .................................................................... EX

$200.00

4. Brazeau Sports Park Concession Rentals
a. Daily .................................................................................................................... T

$30.00

b. Weekend............................................................................................................. T

$50.00

c. 3 Day Long Weekend .......................................................................................... T

$75.00

d. Damage Deposit (refundable) ............................................................................ EX

$500.00

16
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2021 SCHEDULE OF FEES BYLAW
SCHEDULE ‘A’
Bylaw 1094-21
DESCRIPTION

GST 2022 Rates

G. EMERGENCY SERVICES (FIRE SERVICES, RCMP,CPOs)
The Fire Services may issue fines for offences as set out in Fire Services Bylaw 703-09. The Fire Services
may also issue fines for any offence in contravention of relevant provincial and federal regulations.
1. Firefighting Children’s Camp in Drayton Valley and Breton......................................... EX

$100/child

Note: Brazeau County Department projects and Non-profit Societies resident within the County boundaries
are exempt from Sections A, E and F 3. and F. 4 of the above Schedule of Fees.
Note: Damage Deposit is for the repair, maintenance and cleaning of equipment if returned damaged and/or
unclean.
*
EX
T

GST Included
Exempt from GST
GST Applies
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BRAZEAU COUNTY
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL DECISION
SUBJECT:

Terms and Conditions for Tax Recovery Sale

DATE TO COUNCIL:

December 7, 2021

SUBMITTED BY:

Jennaka Hartman, Tax and Assessment Coordinator

ENDORSED BY:

Colin Swap, General Manager of Finance

REVIEWED BY CAO:

S. McKerry, Interim CAO

FILE NO:
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:
That Council approve the proposed terms and conditions for the Tax Recovery Sale.
1.

TOPIC DEFINED
Executive Summary
On a yearly basis, we set a Tax Recovery Auction date and reserve bids in order to auction off
properties that are in tax recovery status. On November 2, 2021 Council set the Tax Recovery
Auction date for February 16, 2022. Administration is undertaking the advertising as set out in
the Municipal Government Act (MGA).
At this time, Terms and Conditions relating to the pending sale need to be set. Administration is
presenting the attached Terms and Conditions for Council’s review and approval.
Relevant Policy:
As per Guidelines set out by the MGA Sec 421(1).
Strategic Relevance:
To ensure we are following regulations as set out under the MGA.

Brazeau County - Request for Council Decision – Terms and Conditions for Tax Recovery Sale
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ANALYSIS OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

2.

That Council approve the proposed terms and conditions for the Tax Recovery Sale.
Advantages
-

3.

Disadvantages

To move forward with the Tax
Recovery process
To allow for required advertising

-

None identified

IMPLICATIONS OF RECOMMENDATION
Operational:
Administration will move ahead with the required advertising.
Financial:
N/A
Attachments:
Schedule A - Proposed Terms and Conditions

Brazeau County - Request for Council Decision – Terms and Conditions for Tax Recovery Sale
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Schedule A

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF TAX RECOVERY SALE
Each parcel of land offered for sale at the public auction will be subject to a reserve bid.
Reserve bid values are available from the Brazeau County Finance Department. The Purchaser
will acquire the land free of encumbrances, subject to those exceptions listed in the Municipal
Government Act S. 423(1).
The properties will be sold strictly on an “as is, where is” basis. Brazeau County makes no
representation and gives no warranty as to the adequacy of services, soil conditions, land use
zoning, building and development conditions, absence or presence of environmental
contamination, or the developability of the subject property for an intended use by the
Purchaser.
Terms: Purchase price payable by non-refundable deposit equal to 10% of purchase price due
at the time of auction, with the balance of the purchase price due in 15 days. Payments by cash,
bank draft or certified cheque only. Purchase price includes all taxes, fees and charges accrued
to Closing Date. Purchaser responsible for payment of all taxes, rates, charges, and fees for the
property after Closing. Brazeau County may, after the public auction, become the owner of any
parcel of land that is not sold at the public auction.
In the event that payment of arrears of taxes and costs is received by the County prior to the
public auction the property in question will not be offered for sale. There is no right to pay tax
arrears after the property is declared sold.
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BRAZEAU COUNTY
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL DECISION
SUBJECT:

Refund of Municipal Portion of Taxes on Roll #002479

DATE TO COUNCIL:

December 7, 2021

SUBMITTED BY:

Jennaka Hartman, Assessment & Taxation Coordinator

ENDORSED BY:

Colin Swap, General Manager of Finance

REVIEWED BY CAO:

S. McKerry, Interim CAO

FILE NO:
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:
That Council approve a tax refund on the municipal portion of the 2021 taxes for the residence on Roll#
002479 for the period of October 14 – December 31, 2021 in the amount of $31.91 due to the loss of
property from fire.
1.

TOPIC DEFINED
Executive Summary
In September 2015 Council passed ADM-19 Tax Refund Policy to establish guidelines for Brazeau
County to issue tax refunds of the municipal portion of taxation to property owners who have
suffered a complete loss of property due to a catastrophic event.
The total municipal taxes for the portion of property on Roll# 002479 affected by the fire is
$45.59. However, this property received the 30% municipal tax rebate for 2021, which totaled
$13.68 for this portion of the property. Council may choose to issue a refund on the full amount
of municipal taxes for this portion of the property if they wish, not taking into account the
previously issued tax rebate for 2021.
Relevant Policy:
ADM-19 Tax Refund Policy
Strategic Relevance:
To mitigate the hardships caused by the loss of property due to a catastrophic event

Brazeau County - Request for Council Decision – Refund of Municipal Portion of Taxes
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2.

ANALYSIS OF RECOMMENDED ACTION
That Council approve a tax refund on the municipal portion of the 2021 taxes for the residence
on Roll# 002479 for the period of October 14 – December 31, 2021 in the amount of $31.91 due
to the loss of property from fire.

Advantages
-

3.

Support for a resident who has
experienced a total loss of property
due to fire

Disadvantages
-

Loss of $31.91 in municipal tax revenue

IMPLICATIONS OF RECOMMENDATION
Operational:
N/A
Financial:
The $31.91 would be expensed to uncollectible taxes for 2021.
Attachments:
N/A

Brazeau County - Request for Council Decision – Refund of Municipal Portion of Taxes
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TO THE REEVE AND COUNCIL:
On November 8, 2021, the Brazeau County Agriculture Service Board (ASB) held a meeting. This
writer attended and the following observations may be of interest to county residents.
It was hard not to think that the “nomination and election” of the Chair and Vice Chair was not
pre-determined, as the best qualified person was totally overlooked.
The “spray rebate” issue came up regarding an additional payout over and above the $1600
cap. It had been motioned to pay a few late requests for money left over from the original
$50,000 in the plan. This payout was determined to be invalid as it was after the deadline
Council later voted to override policy and pay these requests.
This raises the following questions:
Why have policy (and waste tax money) if Council doesn’t honor the rules, and why run for
office if you are not prepared to follow policy (the rules)?
Why are leftover funds not returned to general revenue? (Why pay out over the cap?)
Was the proposed payout publicized so everyone could apply?
The solution to the obvious mess is to cancel the whole program, as the question is Why should
the public pay for someone else’s weeds! The Weed Act … states clearly that weeds are a
landowner’s responsibility.
According to a Council report to the ASB, one person submitted a receipt for $9729.00,
presumably for noxious or prohibited weeds (a program requirement). If the noxious weed
pressure is that great, it seems to this writer that something is not being done right. Would it
not be more productive and cost effective to Round it up and reseed?
It was also obvious (to this writer) that some members had not read (a) the MGA (they have
known for a month that they were on the Board); (b) the appropriate policy for spray rebates;
and (c) the Councillor Code of Conduct (handed out with the agenda package). We pay them
about $300 per meeting day to do so!
Stay tuned for my discourse on “Is Brazeau County in danger of bankruptcy?”
L. Oberle
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To the Reeve and Council:
Brazeau County Council has come up with a Code of Conduct document as required by
Municipal Affairs.
The first section (A) deals with the Code with reference to actual behavior and accountabilities
to each other and to the public. The second section (B) deals with Pecuniary Interest. The third
section (C) deals with Compliance.
My reading of this document suggests it is a good one up to section three (C) Compliance. It
must be noted that Compliance is “ . . . self-regulated by Councillor and Council . . .. “
To this writer, it means there is NO compulsion to honour its requirements (even if it becomes
Bylaw rather than Policy).
The second issue of penalty is more problematic—there are NO penalties for contravention.
Until there is a mechanism for compliance (e.g., an arm’s length public board with authority)
and appropriate penalties for contravention, the proposal is moot.
It might be of value for members of the public to read this document (available from the
County) and see for themselves how well Council adheres to it.
L. Oberle
Breton
November 23, 2021
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