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At  the  inaugura l  Women in  Busi-
ness Celebrat ion of  Success 
Aw ards Gala he ld  on October  
15th,  s ix  deserving w omen in 
business were honoured.  This 
event  was in  conjunct ion w i th  the 
Framing Your  Future  conference 
hosted by Brazeau County’s  
Women in  Business Network .   
 
Reeve Bart Guyon was present for the awards 

gala and extended congratulations to the winners 

of the Celebration of Success awards. “You are 

all successes, and a vital part of your communi-

ties”, he added further. Reeve Guyon presented 

the Innovation Award category. 

 

The awards were presented to a jam -packed 

room of nominees, their supporters, conference 

attendees and municipal leaders.  

 

The following were awarded:  

Client Service Award  

Cecile Shewfelt of Southside Petro Canada  

 

Home-Based Business Award  

Jo-Anne Kitching of Sparkle Tattoo Inc.  

 

Innovation Award  

Norma Block of Barmac Contracting Ltd.  

 

Start-Up Award  

Janice Kupsch of Go West Wireless (2011) Ltd  

 

Young Entrepreneur or Business Woman 

Award (under 35) 

Alyssa Penner of Penner Portrait Photography  

 

Grand Award of the Night: Entrepreneur or 

Business Woman of the Year  

Pat Vos, Intercon Messaging Inc.  
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Business Leadership Conference in Brazeau County 

Framing Your Future Conference Held in October  

Brazeau County’s Women in Business leader-

ship conference provided a platform for 

knowledge gathering, idea exchange and oppor-

tunity discovery as well as networking with like-

minded individuals. Attendees, ranged from 

small business owners to those that serve small 

business.  

 

Women in business contribute greatly to our re-

gional, provincial and Canadian economies. Ac-

cording to Statistics Canada, EmpoweredWom-

en.com and CIBC, over the last 15 years there 

has been a 50% increase in the number of wom-

en who are self-employed and the growth of 

women entrepreneurs is 60% greater than that of 

men. This is an opportunity that we recognize 

and support for the growth and diversity of our 

region.  

 

“The energy and enthusiasm in the room was 

contagious!” says Wanda Compton, conference 

chairperson. “We are thrilled with the outcome of 

the event and look forward to planning the next 

one.”  

 

“The inspiration and motivational 

speakers were just what was needed! 

The fact that all types of store-front and 

home-based businesses could mold to-

gether for the day was breathtaking. I 

truly believe that if and when you plan 

another conference, it will sell out well 

in advance”  

– conference attendee and sponsor 
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Brazeau County Declares Agriculture Disaster 
During the November 1st Brazeau County Coun-

cil meeting, Council unanimously voted to declare 

a State of Agricultural Disaster due to the hard-

ship that weather conditions, specifically, exces-

sive and persistent precipitation have placed on 

local farmers.  

Brazeau County is among other Counties that has 

made this declaration as a means of seeking at-

tention and support from the Provincial and Fed-

eral governments. 

“These extremely wet conditions over the past 

few months have resulted in very low crop har-

vest across Brazeau County,” said Reeve Bart 

Guyon. “We understand the hardship our Agricul-

tural Sector is facing and will provide all means of 

support possible. By declaring a state of agricul-

tural disaster, we hope to call attention to this ex-

tremely important issue. Farmers feed families, 

let’s support them.”  

Approximately 75% of unharvested cereals in the 

region, remain standing. Further to this, 84% of 

the unharvested spring wheat, 64% of the unhar-

vested barley and 79% of the unharvested oats 

are classified as standing, according to the most 

recent Alberta Crop Report.  

Brazeau County will notify provincial and federal 

government officials of the state of Agricultural 

Disaster and request a disaster recovery program 

be set up to address this issue.  

 

In order to track specific areas of agricultural 

disaster in Brazeau County, residents who 

are experiencing agricultural hardship are en-

couraged to notify the County at 780-542-

7777.  

Crop Insurance Programs & Supports  

AFSC 

AFSC Crop Insurance provides Alberta farmers with a production guarantee on crop losses caused by natural perils includ-

ing: drought, snow, excess moisture, insect infestations, fire caused by lightning, hail, wind, plant disease, frost and wildlife 

damage. It offers four coverage levels - 50%, 60%, 70% and 80%. Over 40 types of crops are insurable.  

For Further Information Contact: 

Tel: 888-786-7475 

Web: www.afsc.ca 

 

Ag-Info Centre: 310-FARM (3276) 

The Ag-Info Centre in Stettler will provide a way for members of Alberta's agriculture industry to access specialists, infor-
mation and services within Alberta Agriculture and Forestry. 

The Centre is staffed with specialists in the areas of crops, specialty crops, beef, forage, business management, commercial 

horticulture and new ventures. Resource agents take all calls, answer questions, forward the caller to a specialist or refer the 

caller to other information sources. Staff are experienced at handling producer inquiries, from program information and pro-

duction questions to diagnosing complex agricultural issues. We are the link to Alberta Agriculture's people, services, pro-

grams across the province. 

 

For Further Information Contact: 

Toll-free in Alberta: 310 FARM (310-3276)  

Out of province 403-742-7901 

Web: www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/inf4443 

 



 

 6 

 

 

Upcoming Brazeau Hosted Workshops! 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  

Harvesting Hemp   

Business Opportunity 

 

Tuesday, January 17th , 2017 

1pm-4pm 

Brazeau County Administration Building  

 

Come to this workshop to learn about the business 

opportunities emerging within this growth sector.  

Learn from the experts’ valuable information on 

how you can bring hemp from seed to sale.  

 

Workshop Speakers 

Lori-Jo Graham, M.E.Des.  
Program Lead – Biomaterials, Alberta Agricultur 
and Forestry 
 
Byron James, BSc, P.Ag  
Supervisor, Research Farm and Pilot Facilities,  
InnoTech Alberta  
 
Dan Madlung –CEO & Co-Owner  
BioComposites Group Drayton Valley 

 

Who Should Attend? 

 Farm operators  

 Residents 

 Business Opportunists    

 Investors 
 
For further information contact Wanda Comp-

ton, Manager of Economic Development & Com-

munications at 780-542-7777 or by email at 

wcompton@brazeau.ab.ca  

 

ALUS is hitting the road! 

Come learn more about this program, how it 

could benefit you, and how it benefits the whole 

County! 

The Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) program helps farmers and ranchers re-

store wetlands, reforest, plant windbreaks, install riparian buffers, create pollinator 

habitat and establish other ecologically beneficial projects on their properties.  

What’s more, ALUS not only assists producers with establishment costs, it also pro-

vides annual payments to ensure the ongoing stewardship of each ALUS project. 

Look for Brazeau County staff at the following events: 

 Open House/Workshop at the Easyford Community Hall – 7pm to 9pm – Jan. 

11/17 

 Open House/Workshop at the Funnell Community Hall – 7pm to 9pm – Mar. 

9/17 

ALUS applications are always welcome.  Contact the County at 780-542-2667, email 
us at: ALUS@brazeau.ab.ca or visit www.brazeau.ab.ca for an Expression of Interest 
form. 

mailto:ALUS@brazeau.ab.ca
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FREE SOCIAL MEDIA WEBINAR!  

Learn the four basic social media strategies you need to create fulfilling and meaningful customer relation-

ships, with your online audience.  

Creating a social media strategy doesn't need to be complicated. We'll walk you through the steps, give you 

tips & tricks, and show you the tools for creating and maintaining longer-term online relationships with your 

customers.  

The best part is, the webinar is free AND you’ll have access to exclusive offers just for attending.  

Sign up for the social media strategies webinar today by searching @gcmatters on Facebook or visit 

www.gcmatters.ca/events 

Resources for Small Business  

Alberta Innovates  Alberta Innovates is a new system for innovation where businesses, government, and universities collaborate to 
share resources, experts, and ideas across sectors.  www.alberatainnovates.ca 

Alberta Government Small Business Resources   One stop shopping for small business. Alberta Small Business Resources is a di-
rectory of business resources for new and established entrepreneurs. http://smallbusiness.alberta.ca  

Agriculture Growing Forward www.growingforward.alberta.ca    

Community Futures Capital Region  http://capitalregion.albertacf.com 

Futurpreneur Canada  www.futurpreneur.ca     

Innovation & Technology  http://www.albertatechfutures.ca    

The Business Link http://businesslink.ca 

For extensive list of small busi-

ness resources, including grants 

& funding, check out our website 

at www.brazeau.ab.ca/business/

business-and-industry-links  
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Over the course of 5 weeks, beginning lunchtime 15th November 2016, Community Futures Capital Region 

will be presenting workshops focused on helping small businesses create an effective and powerful Digital 

Marketing strategy. The workshops will take place at the Clean Energy Centre in Drayton Valley. 

Who are the workshops for? 

For small businesses owners who are doing their own marketing ie those who don’t have a team member to  

do it for them. 

 
Home-based business owners and solopreneurs will, particularly, find the course very useful. 
 
 
To register for the workshops please visit: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/digital-marketing-101-small-business-
workshop-tickets-29050736535?aff=es2  

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/digital-marketing-101-small-business-workshop-tickets-29050736535?aff=es2
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/digital-marketing-101-small-business-workshop-tickets-29050736535?aff=es2
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Business Assistance 

The Economic Development Manager is well con-

nected with people in the many different levels 

and programs within the Provincial and Federal 

Government and is always available to help local 

businesses to find information or contacts that 

can help with their business activities. 

New Business Recognition Program 

Whenever a new business obtains a business de-

velopment permit to open their business in 

Brazeau County, we like to recognize those busi-

nesses.  The Councillor in the division in which 

the business opens makes a presentation to the 

business and this presentation is photographed 

and published in our Brazeau Business News and 

in the Brazeau County News. 

Brazeau Business Newsletter 

Every four months, the Economic Development 

Department prepares the Brazeau Business News 

which is emailed out to all the businesses in the 

County.  This informative newsletter is a way of 

communicating  the issues, opportunities and 

events that are beneficial to the business com-

munity and is part of the Economic Development 

business retention program. 

E-Marketing 

Every business in the County may advertise their 

business on the Brazeau County Business section 

of our website free of charge, as well we will fea-

ture you on our social media platforms. 

Home Based Business Directory 

All home based and agricultural businesses in 

Brazeau County have the option of having their 

business represented in the Home Based Busi-

ness Directory. The directory is located on the 

County website. 

Information Forwarding  

The Office of Economic Development receives in-

formation on a regular basis that could be of use 

to your business.  If a business subscribes to this 

service, then information is passed onto them via 

mail. Examples include, Community Futures and 

Business Link course offerings and loan program 

information, provincial funding, trade missions 

and more.    

 

The office of the Economic Development Depart-

ment in Brazeau County is here to help the busi-

nesses in Brazeau County start, grow and thrive.  

Business retention is our number one priority.  

Please feel free to contact us at anytime. 

Wanda Compton 

Economic Development & 

Communications Manager 

 

Brazeau County 

Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 

Drayton Valley, AB  T7A 1R1 

Phone:  780-542-7777 

Fax:  780-542-7770 

wcompton@brazeau.ab.ca 

 www.brazeau.ab.ca 

 www.businessinbrazeau.com  

VISION 

Brazeau County fosters RURAL VALUES, INNOVA-

TION, CREATIVITY, LEADERSHIP  and is a place where 

a DIVERSE ECONOMY offers QUALITY OF LIFE for our citizens. 

 

MISSION 

 A spirit of community created 

through INNOVATION and OPPORTUNITIES. 

BRAZEAU COUNTY SUPPORT FOR BUSINESSES 
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Sign up! 

Subscribe to the Quarterly  Brazeau Business News-

letter online at www.brazeau.ab.ca/subscribe.   

 
 

Brazeau County Economic Development  
& Communications Department 

 

Manager of Economic Development & Communications   

Wanda Compton | wcompton@brazeau.ab.ca 
 

Corporate Communications Coordinator  

Ken MacInnis | kmacinnis@brazeau.ab.ca 

 

780-542-7777 

Do you have a good news announcement to share with 

us? 

 New product development?  

 New export opportunity?  

 Milestone to celebrate? 

 

Let us know and we will print it in the next Brazeau 

Business News which is mailed to every business in 

Brazeau County.  

 

Please send us your story by email to  

kmacinnis@brazeau.ab.ca or call 780-542-7777.  


