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From the desk of the CAO

It’s summer, and there is plenty to do in Brazeau A the end of the day, it is your Land Use Bylaw. Make
County! I encourage residents and visitors alike to sure we’ve heard what you want to see in it.
take advantage of all we have to offer in our recreational paradise. Please remember school is out, I’m looking forward to two AGMs in September –
so watch for children on our roads.
one at the County office September 7, and one in
Buck Creek the next evening, September 8. Come
In this edition you’ll read about some fantastic ini- out, enjoy a meal, hear about our achievements
tiatives in our County, including an emergency train- this past year, and have your say on what we do in
ing facility at the airport, a recreational jewel, and a the next year.
community garden blooming in Poplar Ridge. You’ll
also read about our project to revise and update the Have a safe and happy summer!
Municipal Development Plan. I hope all residents
will take advantage of our outreach in the coming Thank you,
months and offer your input. This is your County,
and we want to hear from you on its future.
Bart Guyon,
Reeve, Brazeau County
The Land Use Bylaw has received second reading, bguyon@brazeau.ab.ca
but I want to emphasize that your voice matters. 780-542-0999
I encourage you to contact the County with your
feedback. A public hearing will be held August 16th,
and I hope that you take the opportunity to make
your opinions known. We’re nearly at the finish line,
and I want to thank Council, staff, and all of the residents who have so diligently and thoughtfully given
their feedback for making this a thorough and collaborative process.

Given the number of discussions and inquiries post
municipal inspection report provided by Russ Farmer
on behalf of Alberta Municipal Affairs, I reiterate and
provide additional information below. This information relates to council having in-private sessions for
various matters and the direct relationship to the
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy
Act (FOIP).

9.

Pursuant to the Municipal Government Act; R.S.A.
2000, c. M-26 (the “MGA’’), both regular and special
council meetings are to be held in public, unless provisions of the Freedom of Information and Protection
of Privacy Act; R.S.A. 2000, c.F25 (‘’FOIP’’) apply.

13. d
 isclosure harmful to the conservation of heritage sites; and

Councillors

Reeve’s Report

Shirley Mahan
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smahan@brazeau.ab.ca

Rita Moir
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Kara Westerlund
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Home: 780-696-2468
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Cell: 780-542-0804
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Section 197(1) of the MGA provides that council
and council committees must conduct their meetings in public unless the exceptions in subsection
2 or 2.1 apply.
Section 197(2) of the MGA expressly provides that
council and council committees may close their
meetings to the public, but only if the matter to be
discussed is within one of the exceptions to disclosure in Division 2 of the FOIP.
.
Those exceptions found in Division 2 of FOIP include
the following reasons:
1.

a disclosure that is harmful to the business
interests of a third party;

2.

disclosure harmful to personal privacy;

3.

disclosure harmful to public or individual safety;

4.

confidential evaluations;

5.

disclosure harmful to law enforcement;

6.

 isclosure harmful to intergovernmental
d
relations;

7.

cabinet and treasury board confidences;

8.

local public body confidences;

advice from officials;

10. d
 isclosure harmful to economic and other interests of the public body;
11. testing procedures;
12. privileged information;

14. information that is or will be available to the
public.
Section 197 (2.1) of the MGA provides that a municipal planning commission, subdivision authority,
development authority or subdivision and development appeal board established under Part 17
may deliberate and make its decisions in meetings
closed to the public.
Brazeau County Procedural bylaw #837-14 section
14.0 (consistent with MGA 197 (3) reiterates an “in
private” meeting, which is closed to the public, shall
not have any resolutions or bylaws passed, except
a resolution to revert to a meeting held in public.
For further information related to “in-private sessions” or FOIP related matters please feel free to call
me directly at 780-542-7777 or visit www.municipalaffairs.alberta.ca and/or contact a municipal advisor at 780-427-2225.
In closing … Not Again!?!?!? - April Showers are supposed to bring May flowers, but apparently Mother
Nature got confused during the dry April and wet
snow storm in May as a result …Mother Nature only
knows what June showers will bring in July and
August. Wishing you all great summer!
Sincerely,
Marco Schoeninger, CAO

Brazeau County Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1
Phone: 780-542-7777 Fax: 780-542-7770
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
May 17
rugby players, from students to adults, session (date to be announced); and 95
Evacuee Emergency Fund Rat- boys and girls. The club has approxi- available to County residents to purification
mately 150 student players.
chase on a subsidized basis (2/3 to be

Council ratified a $20,000 expenditure
paid by the County, 1/3 to be paid by
from general operating restricted sur- The building would be feature stor- the resident).
plus to establish an emergency fund to age space, a concession, observation Audits are valued at between approxiassist with supplies needed to meet the deck, and a changing area. The build- mately $270 and $300.
needs of Fort McMurray evacuees in ing must meet the Town’s development
Drayton Valley.
requirements.
River Ravine walking trail
Council directed staff to evaluate and
On May 5, Council authorized Adminis- Brazeau County will also provide a let- cost the construction of a walking trail
tration to set aside $20,000. As of May ter of support for the rugby club’s connecting 43rd Avenue in River Ravine
17, 280 evacuees had registered at the grant application to the Alberta Lottery to RR 73. The proposed trail would be
evacuation centre in Drayton Valley. It is Foundation.
approximately 60 metres in length and
expected the County will be reimbursed
feature walkover bridges.
for some of the emergency funding.

June 7
Support for Funnell
Council approved the deployment Community Hall

Manpower and equipment aid

of manpower and equipment to the
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo,
if requested, during their current state
of emergency and in the future while
rebuilding Fort McMurray.
This supports the position of the Alberta
Public Works Association (APWA) to
pledge to support public works officials
and first responders to provide relief and
mutual aid.

Appointment of Weed and Pest
Inspectors for 2016

June 21
Land Use Bylaw

Council approved $30,850.79 in funding Following a public hearing, Council gave
for the Funnell Community Hall, in addi- second reading to Land Use Bylaw 905tion to $24,178.41 approved in February. 16 with several amendments. The public
Council also reaffirmed the necessity of hearing to receive input on the amendcommunity hall funding requests to fol- ments has been set for 10 a.m. on August
low the FIN 7 funding policy.
16th.

Support for community events

Council approved $500 in funding to
Communities in Bloom to support a free
community barbecue in partnership with
the Brazeau Seniors Foundation on July
27, national competition judging day.

Support for Gymnastics Club

Council approved $14,733.60 in funding for the Brazeau Gymnastics Club to
purchase gymnastics mats and uneven
bars to outfit a recently acquired new
space and meet the needs of present and
future members. Currently 2/3 of club
members are County residents.

Council appointment the following indi- Council also approved $500 to support
viduals as Weed and Pest Inspectors for the Drayton Valley Frames Film Festival,
2016: Lisa Rabel, Tara McGinn, Amariah held May 27 and 28 at the Eleanor Pickup Brazeau County Library Board
Kathol, Kendra Boles, Taylor Hudinksi, Arts Centre.
Council directed Administration to begin
and Natalie LaForest. Most appointees
proceedings to make the Brazeau County
have significant previous experience as Support for STARS
Library Board inactive as of December
inspectors.
Council approved a contribution of $2 31, 2016, and undertake preparations for
per capita to the Shock Trauma Air Res- any necessary agreements with YellowSupport for Riggers Rugby Club cue (STARS) Foundation for the year 2016, head Regional Library, the Drayton ValCouncil will provide $16,250 to the Rig- totaling $14,402. Council will also add ley Municipal Library Board and Breton
gers Rugby Club, contingent on matching a per capita contribution to the annual Library Board. The board does not adminfunding from the Town of Drayton Val- budget, beginning in 2017.
ister any libraries in the County. Library
ley and the Community Facility Enhancefunding levels will remain unchanged.
ment Program for construction of a club Energy audits
house at the fields near the Omniplex.
Council approved the allocation of 100 Re-allocation of
residential energy audits as follows: recreation funds
The club house will be built from sea con- five to be distributed as door prizes at Council re-allocated $45,000 budgeted
tainers, and would be used by all local an upcoming energy savings education for contracting the Recreation Master
4
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Plan as follows: $20,000 to fund the con- been formed over years, with the last While the County has the funds to purstruction of an outhouse facility at the one in 2011.
chase the construction outright, capital
Willey West campground and $25,000
leases provide the County with a wartoward the design and study of a boat Brazeau County will have direct input on ranty. Because capital leases for a fivelaunch at Berrymoor. It is expected that activities that happen within the green year term or longer are considered borthe construction of the boat launch zone that forms the county’s western rowing in the Municipal Government Act,
would be budgeted for 2018.
boundary, and would be able to provide the County must pass a borrowing bylaw.
input on policy and regulatory require- Capital lease payments will be made from
ments and development.
the Alternative Energy Restricted Surplus.
July 5, 2016
Council also amended the 2016 Annual
Pembina Forest Management
Brazeau County would also be able to Budget to include the amount of
Plan Stakeholder
take part in defining and managing the $315,471.
Advisory Group
Forest Management Area.
Following a presentation from Bob WinFireSmart Program for
ship of Weyerhauser, Council appointed Solar Energy Project
Birchwood
Councillor Westerlund to be the Coun- Council gave first reading of Bylaw 916- Council directed administration to undercil representative on the Pembina For- 16 for borrowing $315,471 for the con- take the presentation of the Homeest Management Plan Stakeholder Advi- struction of solar energy projects at the owner FireSmart Program for the Birchsory Group.
Brazeau County Administration Building, wood and Lindale communities. Brazeau
Breton Fire Hall, Lodgepole Fire Hall, and County has its own trained FireSmart
In the past, Brazeau County has had the Rocky Rapids Water Treatment Plant. representative to deliver presentations
representation on the Advisory Group, Council has entered into 15-year cap- on how homeowners can protect their
beginning in 1991. Several groups have ital leases to construct the projects at homes from wildfires. A presentation was
each facility.
made in Lodgepole in May.

Brazeau County

Annual General Meetings

Sept 7, 2016
Beef on a bun dinner – 6:30 p.m.
AGM – 7-9 p.m.
Brazeau County Administration Building
Sept 8, 2016
Beef on a bun dinner – 6:30 p.m.
AGM – 7-9 p.m.
Buck Creek Community Hall

Agenda to include:
2015 Annual Report
2015/2016 Operations and Capital Projects
Your vision and priorities for 2017.

www.brazeau.ab.ca
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Brazeau County brings
three new towers online

Today, more than ever, access
to high-speed internet is
an important factor for
individuals, families and
businesses when they are
choosing where to live or set
up their business. Brazeau
County recognizes this and
in 2014 rural communications
was declared a utility. For the
past three years the County
has been working to establish
a municipally-owned network
of communications towers.

Brazeau County continues
to work with our municipal partners as part of the
Alberta Rural Communications Alliance. The group of
eight municipalities has been
active in lobbying the Province
on the importance of reliable,
high-speed Internet for the
residents and businesses in
our rural communities and the
funding necessary to establish
it. The group is also a valuable
resource for information sharing on best practices for building and operating rural communications towers.

No additional towers are
scheduled to be constructed
in 2016. However, at its April 5,
2016 meeting Council passed
This spring, three towers were Resolution 503/16 directing
completed ranging from 250 Administration to research
– 350 feet in height. Towers options for moving forward
are located near Kimber- with rural communications.
ley Heights subdivision, and Administration is currently
in the hamlets of Lodgepole looking at various options to
and Cynthia. Administration supplement the towers and
is now marketing the towers provide improved connectivto Internet Service Providers ity in Brazeau County. This
and private users interested information will be presented
in co-location on the towers. to Council to enable them to
It is through interested Inter- provide direction in the next
net Service Providers locating steps of our rural communion the towers that residents cation strategy.
and businesses will experience improved service.

Visit
6
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Choose the way you pay

Brazeau County offers payment plan options
for taxes

Brazeau County knows that each of its residents is as
unique as the contributions they make to the community. That’s why the County offers options when it comes
to payment of annual taxes.
For those who prefer to budget throughout the year,
Brazeau County offers the Tax Instalment Payment Plan
(TIPP). The plan allows property owners to pay their property tax in monthly installments instead of a single payment each year. Paying monthly installments breaks property taxes into smaller amounts, which can be easier to
budget for some individuals and families. Payments are
withdrawn from your bank account on the last business
day of the month.
It’s easy to sign up! The only requirements are that you
have chequing or saving privileges at a financial institution
(bank, trust company, treasury branch or credit union), and
that you do not currently pay your taxes through a mortgage company Principle, Interest and Taxes (PIT) program.
Brazeau County Council recently passed Bylaw 903-16,
which made changes to the Tax Instalment Payment Plan.
Residents signing up for the program will no longer be
required to pay the estimated taxes owing on the year prior
to their application. Any estimated taxes already owing
in the taxation year will be distributed equally over the
monthly payments for the remainder of the year. Brazeau
County believes this will eliminate an additional barrier
to those interested in the program.
If this program sounds like it fits the needs of you or your
family you can download the Tax Instalment Payment
Plan application form from our website at http://www.
brazeau.ab.ca/county-hall/corporate-services/monthly-payment-plan. Application forms are also available at
the Brazeau County Administration Building.
For more information on our Tax Installment Payment Plan,
please contact our office at 780-542-7777.

www.brazeau.ab.ca for the latest news on local fire and road bans.
Check the red banner at the top of the page! Fire ban updates will also be posted
on Facebook (www.facebook.com/brazeaucounty) and Twitter (@BrazeauCounty)

Division 4 Councillor Kara
Westerlund presents a plaque
to Burton and Myrtle Kennedy
in recognition of their golden
50th wedding anniversary.
Congratulations Myrtle and
Burton on your milestone!

Council recognized executive assistant Karen Robinson
during her final Council meeting before her retirement.
Karen has served Brazeau
County for 22 years! Thank
you Karen!

Council celebrated the
County receiving the Municipal Safety Recognition Award
with Drayton Valley/Brazeau
County Fire Services Chief
Tom Thomson June 21st. The
award recognizes 20 years of
accreditation under the Safety
Code Act.
www.brazeau.ab.ca
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Council and community partners with
the newly installed Report Impaired Drivers (RID) sign on TWP 500, near Highway 22. Pictured left to right are: Dale
Friedel, Regional Traffic Safety Consultant with Alberta Transportation; Councillors Rita Moir, Kara Westerlund, Marc
Gressler; Reeve Bart Guyon; Councillors
Maryann Thompson, Anthony Heinrich,
Shirley Mahan; and Brenda Johnson with
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD)
Canada’s Parkland chapter. All residents
are encouraged to report impaired drivers by calling 911 immediately.

Community Peace Officer Steve Goodman (back row, far left) joined Community School Resource Officer Const. Piotr
Ulanowski and RCMP members to take
on Grade 6 students at Evergreen Elementary in a game of floor hockey in midJune. This is the fourth year RCMP members have played against Evergreen’s
Grade 6 classes.

There were plenty of prizes for participants at the FireSmart community presentation in Lodgepole May 6th. Brazeau
County FireSmart representative Mary
Ellen Whyte (far right) discussed how
homeowners and communities can
take steps to protect their communities from wildfire. Councillor Anthony
Heinrich (far left) also took part in the
presentation. Mary Ellen is available to
provide presentations and information
to those interested. Brazeau County is
looking for FireSmart community leaders to lead the push to reduce the risk
posed by wildfires. Governments can’t
address fire risk on private property, and
that’s why FireSmart begins with you!
If you are interested in being a community leader, or if your community is interested in a presentation, please call Mary
Ellen at 780-542-2667 to arrange it.
8
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Community School Resource Officer
(CSRO) partners with Community School
Resource Officer Piotr Ulanowski.
Constable Ulanowski started work on
May 1 in Drayton Valley schools. He will
establishing relationships with administration, teachers, and students, promoting family wellness, providing education
on substance abuse, bullying, Internet
safety, drinking and driving, among other
topics.

From left to right: Annette Driessen, Director of Community Services, Town of Drayton Valley; Brad Volkman, Superintendent of Schools, Wild Rose School Division; Malcolm Callihoo, Staff Sargeant, RCMP
Drayton Valley Detachment; Piotr Ulanowski, Community School Resource Officer, RCMP Drayton Valley Detachment; Gregg McNeil, Principal, Frank Maddock High School, Wild Rose School Division; Lee
Chambers, Director of Community Services, Brazeau County.

It's a
Dogs
life

Brazeau County Planning & Development Education Officer had a successful week in Pennsylvania this May, with
her dog earning four major placements
during the week of the German Shorthair
Pointer (GSP) Club of America National
Specialty.
“Quincy” Can Ch. Bianca’s BrazosRiver
Jon Adams, won the 9-12 months class
Sweepstakes at the Mason-Dixon German Shorthair specialty show; the 9-12

class and best opposite dog in Sweepstakes as well as reserve winners’ dog in
the 9-12 months class at the Schuylkill
Valley GSP specialty show; and 2nd
place in the 9-12 months class at the U.S.
National show. At the National sweepstakes class, Quincy “made the cut,”
which means he was in consideration
for ribbons, but just missed out.
At each event, Quincy, who was bred and
raised by Whyte and co-owner Suzanne
Dillin of Texas, defeated over 80 dogs.
The dogs were judged on how close
each was to the standard for the German Shorthair Pointer breed in terms of
movement and structure of the dog. The
competitions promote the prime specimens of that breed of dog.
Whyte has been breeding dogs since
1989, and has won conformation, obedience, rally obedience and hunting titles.
She and Quincy will be looking for more
titles as he matures, entering performance and hunting events Congratulations Mary Ellen!
Judge: Carol Tobin-Murray, Breeder/Owner/Handler – Mary Ellen Whyte, Co-Owner Suzanne Dillin, Presenter Betsy Yates
www.brazeau.ab.ca
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Municipal Development Plan

...your input is appreciated

Work is getting underway with updat- various recreation, infrastructure, devel- environmental integrity, social ideals,
and economic growth of the County. It
ing Brazeau County’s Municipal Devel- opment and inter-municipal strategies
opment Plan (MDP) which sets the cor- including the Land Use Bylaw. The proj- guides change in the County by outlining how and where future growth will
porate wide direction on infrastructure, ect is just beginning and will finish with
be directed, such as areas for residential
subdivision and land use control. County an updated plan presented to Council in
staff asked big picture questions at the mid-2017. We want to build on the col- subdivision or industrial development to
final round of Land Use Bylaw Open laborative process used to update the
provide a degree of certainty for pubHouses in May and June asking what peo- Land Use Bylaw by hearing from a wide
lic and private investment in support of
ple love about their County. Attendees range of people throughout the MDP the County’s vision for the next 20 years.
were invited to grab a marker and tell the update process.
county what they thought. A scratch wall
Why are we updating the MDP?
was brought to the three open houses What is a Municipal Development Plan? It is important to update the MDP to
and was up in the County Hall lobby for A MDP is the County’s roadmap which
continue to facilitate growth in the
several weeks. Residents were encour- provides a policy basis which guides cor- County which ensures a viable future
aged to identify the most important porate wide decisions on how the County
with a clear and comprehensive roadissues Brazeau County should address manages future infrastructure, subdivi- map reflecting County Councils vision,
in the future and while responses were sion/development, and land use control “a spirit of community created through
slow at first, people began to add various over the long term (next 20+ years).
innovation and opportunities” for the
statements showing the diversity of valnext 20 years and beyond.
ues and priorities held by County citizens. The MDP is a bylaw adopted by Council under the Municipal Government The MDP is a living document designed
Over the next year, Brazeau County will Act based on the vision and mission of
to be reviewed and updated on a regube continuing this conversation so Plan- Council and sets goals, objectives, and
lar basis (5-10 years) to ensure the vision,
ning can update the MDP to align with policies for the physical development, goals, and policies in the plan still meet
10
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the needs of County residents. The current MDP was adopted in 2011 and there
have been many changes since then
including annexation, an Intermunicipal
Development Plan with the Town of Drayton Valley and preparation of a new Land
Use Bylaw in 2016. The MDP Update
will also address recent studies, emerging trends, legislative adjustments under
the MGA, and issues identified during
the Land Use Bylaw public engagement
and public stakeholder input. Changes
may also be needed to accommodate the
North Saskatchewan Regional Plan once
released by the Provincial Government.

Over the next year, there will be many
ways for County residents and stakeholder groups to be involved with the
project and participate in the conversation and have your say about the MDP.
Online Survey: To help us set the stage for
the MDP update, we have put together
an online survey for residents and stakeholders to help us identify key issues that
need to be addressed within the MDP
update and obtain input on the values and priorities of the County. www.
surveymonkey.com/r/BrazeauMDP.

Alternatively, please contact the project
team to request a paper copy.
Follow us on Facebook @brazeaucounty
and keep watching the County website
to stay updated throughout the review
for more information and opportunities
to be involved.
Contact the MDP project team at:
(780) 542-2667 • mdp@brazeau.ab.ca
www.facebook.com/brazeaucounty
www.brazeau.ab.ca.

How can you get involved?
The policies of the MDP will form a
basis for decision making representing
a shared vision of the future of Brazeau
County. The MDP is the keystone of the
planning process and all decisions made
by Council and Administration will be
in support of the MDP objectives and
policies. This review is your opportunity
to share what you value most about
Brazeau County and be part of the discussion about what future development
looks like in the County. Both to express
what you wish to preserve about your
community and what you believe would
add value in adapting.

www.brazeau.ab.ca
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Off Highway Vehicle
(OHV) Use Bylaw
What is the OHV
Bylaw For?

simple
questions...

Brazeau County is inviting all eligible producers to apply
for the Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) program!
Our Partnership Advisory Committee (PAC), the group that
reviews and decides on applications to the ALUS program, has
established eligibility criteria for producers:

✓
✓
✓

Are you an agricultural producer with a registered
or legally defined farming operation, eligible for
farm tax status in Alberta?

What You Need To Know

Equipment Requirements
All OHVs are required to have certain
equipment in working order while being
operated in the County. See full Bylaw for
details.
Helmet Requirements
Properly fastened helmets, having at
least a “DOT Approved”/CSA safety rating for motorized use are required for all
OHV operators and passengers.

Definitions
An OHV is any motorized vehicle designed
for cross-country travel on land, water,
snow, ice, marsh or swampland or on
other natural terrain.

Registration
Any OHV being operated or transported
on County lands, roads or trails must
have valid insurance and registration.
Evidence of such must be provided on
demand.

Age Requirements
No one under the age of 14 years old is
allowed to operate any OHV on a highway

Prohibited Uses
It is illegal for any person to use an OHV
in connection with acts of vandalism,

harassment of wildlife or domestic animals, or in commission of a crime. It is
also illegal for anyone to operate an OHV
in such a manner as to damage the environment, County property and/or to
remove signs, posts or barriers, which
serve as warnings or controls. OHVs cannot be operated between 10:00pm and
8:00am and must be operated at a reasonable rate of speed.
Operating Areas
OHVs are restricted from travelling in the
following areas:
any Park or County Residential Multi-lot
subdivision;on any highway within the
County, where signs have been posted
prohibiting use; in an environmental
reserve area; and Provincial road allowances or ditches.
Driving Under the Influence
OHVs are motor vehicles and drug and
alcohol restrictions apply. Driving under
the influence or drugs and alcohol is illegal and will result in charges and/or fines.

OHV Safety Checklist:

Is there agricultural activity occurring on marginal
or environmentally sensitive portions of the lands
that you are considering enrolling in ALUS?

Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) enthusiasts should never go on a ride without the gear they need. Of course those necessities
depend on several variables: what type of OHV you’re using, where you’re going, in what season and how long your adventure will be. No matter where your travels take you, refer to this checklist before you head out!
Navigation Needs:
⃝⃝ Area maps and guides
⃝⃝ Permits
⃝⃝ Compass with mirror
⃝⃝ GPS equipement

Is the project on less than 20% of the titled and/
or leased land within Brazeau County managed
by you as a producer?

If you answered yes to the above three questions, you are eligible to apply for ALUS. Once an Expression of Interest (EOI) application form has been completed, the ALUS Coordinator Benjamin Misener will contact you to discuss your project proposal.
If the project meets the eligibility criteria and appears to be
feasible, it will be brought to the PAC for review and approval.
If you have any questions about the ALUS program, eligibility criteria, or require an EOI form, please visit our website at
http://www.brazeau.ab.ca/living-here/alus. Benjamin can be
reached at 780-542-2667 or by email at alus@brazeau.ab.ca.

Brazeau County places a high importance
on the protection and safety of our
residents. In an effort to maintain and
improve the quality of life and prosperity
for our County, the OHV 841-41 Bylaw
was adopted by Council.

and may not operate an OHV on public property. Restrictions apply, see full
Bylaw.

(left to right) Back Row: Cecil Andersen, Duane Movald, Cliff Whitelock
Middle Row: Henry Hughes, Candace Vanin, Graham Kathol, Benjamin Misener
Front Row: Kerri
O’Shaughnessy, Councillor Rita Moir, Nancy Chambers,
1.2 Logo
Councillor Shirley Mahan

The ALUS Canada
logo is comprised
of 3 elements, the
wordmark, the symbol
and recognition line.
This is the version
that should be used
at all times.

Wordmark

While the symbol
can appear on its own
as a graphic element,
the wordmark cannot
appear on its own but
must always be
accompanied by the
symbol and the
recognition line.
In certain applications,
the recognition line will
appear in a different
position relative to the
ALUS Canada logo: these
applications will be
created by ALUS Canada
on an as-needed basis.

Tool Box
⃝⃝ Basic tools
⃝⃝ Nylon rope or cord
⃝⃝ Pocket knife
⃝⃝ Electrical & duct tape

Always Remember
⃝⃝ Tell a responsible person where you
are travelling and when you expect
to be back.
⃝⃝ Do not go riding alone. It’s safer with
others and more fun. Consider riding with a club.

Field Recovery
⃝⃝ Tire repair kit
⃝⃝ Leather gloves
⃝⃝ Tow Strap
⃝⃝ Sturdy tow rope or chain
⃝⃝ Extra spark plugs
⃝⃝ Spare ignition key
⃝⃝ Headlight and tail light bulbs
⃝⃝ Spare tire and jack
⃝⃝ Extra fuel and oil
⃝⃝ Jumper cables
⃝⃝ Shovel
⃝⃝ Emergency flares
⃝⃝ Fire extinguisher
⃝⃝ Extra water
You can view the bylaw in the public document
library at www.library.brazeau.ab.ca, or by
* Cell phones cannot be relied on to work outside of urban areas.
** Carry necessary prescription medications in case you have an unexpected extended outing.
phoning 780-542-7777.

Personal Safety
⃝⃝ Extra food and water
⃝⃝ Cell phone*
⃝⃝ Sun screen
⃝⃝ Whistle
⃝⃝ Waterproof matches
⃝⃝ medicine**
⃝⃝ Flashlightand extra batteries
⃝⃝ First-aid kit
⃝⃝ Spare glasses or contatcts
⃝⃝ Iodine
⃝⃝ Blanket
⃝⃝ Hat
⃝⃝ Insect repellent/Bear spray
⃝⃝ Jacket

Symbol
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POPLAR RIDGE
COMMUNITY

Garden

A community garden is an excellent way to create a secure,
stable food supply along with growing connections amongst
neighbours in a community. Brazeau County is fortunate to
have such a garden, with the Poplar Ridge Community Garden

“When the children
participate, they learn
connectedness
with the earth.”

“Last year we started with six raised boxes, If one person has grown too much of
and there is room for more,” says Dianne something, they trade with someone
Nikiforuk of Grow, Eat, Together (GET), a for something else, and the gardeners
local organization focused on promoting also share tips and maintain each othfood security and accessibility. “It’s an er’s boxes when people are away.
economically and ecologically friendly
way to grow food. GET is in hiatus at this “We’re hoping to develop more gardens,”
time as discussions about Food Security Nikiforuk says. “You create a sense of
move to a broader focus”
neighbourhood. We’re becoming too
disconnected from each other. A garPoplar Ridge gardeners are growing pota- den like the one in Poplar Ridge builds a
toes, carrots, beets, and other vegetables sense of community. The support of FCSS,
that can be grown in our short season.
the County of Brazeau and the Poplar
Ridge Home Hardware Building Centre
Food security is about people going back were instrumental in making the vision
to local, affordable nutritious foods that a reality”
you like to eat, Nikiforuk says. When we
buy out of season produce in the gro- For more about food security and how
cery store, we are not getting the best to improve food distribution systems,
quality, and the food has had to travel a visit www.foodsecurecanada.org/Alberta.
great distance from where it was grown,
which is detrimental to the environment. To participate in the community garden,
call Nikiforuk at 780-542-5653.
Growing closer to home ensures food is
readily available, sustainable, and has
a minimal impact on the environment.
In addition to the food security benefits,
Nikiforuk says the Poplar Ridge garden
has social benefits as well.

this page: Lacey LaChance tends to her potato crop.
Clockwise: Alyssa LaChance inspects the onions.
Pam LaChance and Grandaughter Alyssa talk gardening.
A shed with a view.
14
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“The participants got to know each other,
and they have been able to engage some
of the children from the trailer court and
teach them about gardening,” she says.
“When the children participate, they learn
connectedness with the earth.”
www.brazeau.ab.ca
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"At our training
facility, you’d be
using the Jaws
of Life on a car
in a ditch, in
the rain, in the
middle of the
night – and the
car would be
upside down.”

Fire Chief Tom Thomson (white helmet)
and members of the Fire Department
pause in front of one of the vehicles used
for training purposes at the current facility.
Architecual renderings of the
proposed new facility

EMERGENCY

TRAINING
MODERNIZED

our training facility, you’d be using the Jaws of Life on a car
in a ditch, in the rain, in the middle of the night – and the car
would be upside down.”

companies and organizations to sponsor pods (phases of the Thomson stresses this is a long-term project, and the pace of
development) in order to offer the specific training the spon- development will depend on who comes to the table to colsor requires.
laborate on training. ”

The training facility is a long-term vision that will offer training not only for emergency responders, but to the oil and gas
industry, aviation, municipal governments and more. Examples include training on oil rigs, airplanes, heavy equipment
or simulating a shoplifting scenario.

The project got its start in 2010, when Thomson decided to
offer the Fire Service a better kind of training. This goes back
to the ideal situation for an emergency – it doesn’t exist.

“This will be special,” Thomson says. “First we want to meet
the needs of the local fire service, and develop a burn house.
Emergencies rarely happen at the best of times, and emer- We are beginning to build an industrial fire prop – like a refingency training should reflect that, says Drayton Valley/Brazeau ery – to train on that.”
County Fire Chief Tom Thomson.
Outside partners have been inquiring about the facility, includThat’s the idea behind a fledgling training facility at the Dray- ing airlines and rail companies. Thomson welcomes a wide
ton Valley Industrial Airport.
range of partnerships, so the facility will attract sponsorship and
collaboration. In addition, the site will encourage trainees from
“When you train for vehicle extrication, you always train in across the province to visit the region. It could be a regional ecothe sun, in a parking lot,” he says. “I’ve never had to go to a nomic driver, and Thomson envisions a self-sustaining facility,
vehicle extrication that was in a parking lot on a sunny day. At built without local taxpayer dollars. He encourages interested

16
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He also welcomes gifts in-kind, such as old refinery equipment.
So far companies and residents have contributed a house, seacans, oil tanks, piping, and staircases.

“Mostly how training is provided is by pen and paper,” he says. Once Brazeau County’s Land Use Bylaw is adopted, Fire Ser“You do classroom work, then your practical training. What we vices will be able to obtain a development permit to continue
want to do is simulate real world ‘virtual’ scenarios in a safe building the site.
environment.”
“When we put all these little pieces together, it is going to add
And if you do find yourself in a classroom, Thomson says, you up to something big and unique,” Thomson says. “We want
are going to feel it. “If we’re discussing winter scenarios, the Brazeau County and Drayton Valley to take a walk with us on
temperature in the room will decrease, and you will hear the this adventure. We want to build this together so all of the
wind howling,” he says. “We want to involve all the senses.”
community are invested and see the direct benefits.”
He sat down with architects and engineers to plan a large concept for the airport site, complete with a mini-town, and areas
for oil & gas safety, vehicle extrication, airport emergency training, trench rescue, and other areas.

In the meantime, Fire Services is currently working with
Norquest College and the Clean Energy Technology Centre
(CETC) to offer training. To discuss training opportunities, sponsorship, or contributions, contact Thomson at 780-514-2216.

www.brazeau.ab.ca

17

Tee Time

The Drayton Valley Golf Club has been offering a “I like the design of the hole,” Ekman says. “It’s not
chance for the local community to hit the links for just straight, there’s some strategy involved to play.”
the past 63 years, and continuous improvement Ekman and his crew work year-round to maintain
since then means the golf experience for Drayton the course, with obviously the golf season the busValley and Brazeau County is better than ever.
iest time.
And there’s no better time to come try the game,
says in-house golf pro and CPGA professional
Weston Gillett. The course, just north of the Brazeau
County Administration Building on Highway 22, is a
full, 18-hole course with a Par of 71. But Weston says
there’s no need for first-timers to be intimidated.
“If you pick the right time of day to come – like later
in the day on the weekends or any time during the
week? – it’s a stress-free atmosphere,” he says. “You
can come ask the staff, and you can learn the game
in a relaxed way. We have beginner and kid’s tees, a
driving range, a chipping green, and putting green.”
The club also offers rentals, indoor and outdoor
patios, and a licenced restaurant.
The course offers lessons with Gillett, who has won
six professional tournaments and started at the
course five years ago. Originally from Lacombe, Gillett has experience at the Lacombe Golf and Country Club, Kananaskis Country Golf Course and the
Glacier Greens Golf Club on Vancouver Island. He
returned to Drayton Valley to be closer to family,
and has found a home at the local fairway.

Drayton Valley Golf Club Pro, Weston Gillett
and Head Superintendent Dale Ekman.
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“The mowing, watering, and course set up are constant,” he says. The season typically runs from mid
to late April to Thanksgiving. This year golfers got
a few extra weeks, with the course opening April 7.
The course has evolved for the better since opening, says Dave Sluchinski, who was the Superintendent from 1986 to 2006. The back nine was built 30
years ago, and 15 years ago, six holes on the front
nine were redesigned. Trees were planted around
the practice greens at the same time.
“It was the smartest thing the course ever did,
because those six holes didn’t have any trees, which
are very important.”
As part of the Brazeau County and Drayton Valley
communities – Gillett says he sees plenty of golfers from both areas – the course is host to a number of large charity events. Recently, it hosted tournaments for STARS and the CT4DV campaign. The
golf club also donates golf passes as prizes for charitable events.

To funds its own operations, the annual hole-in“I know quite a few people here, and I like the course,” one tournament will be held August 17th, with reghe says. “A lot of small town courses are short, but istrations accepted until August 14th. Plans for this
this one has quite a bit of length to it.”
year’s renovations include improvements to the
In fact, the 14th hole – the favourite for Superinten- bunkers and tee boxes.
dent Dale Ekman – is 554 yards long, or more than
four and half football fields. Golfers must aim for a To learn more about the golf club, including memlanding zone between a pond and trees.
bership and lessons, call 780-542-3602 or visit
www.draytonvalleygolf.com.

www.brazeau.ab.ca
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Session Themes – 45-75 minute sessions

Saturday, Oct 15st
Conference & Awards Gala

1. Frame Your Mind & Soul – Session to focus on the importance of believing in one’s own strength, confidence and 7:00am-8:30am - Breakfast & Registration
talents (especially in times when everyday life can be a
struggle) and how your mind and soul connect in relation 8:30am-9:45am - Welcome & Keynote Speaker
to this matter.
9:45am-10:00am - Health Break
2. Frame Your Body – Yoga session.
10:00am-11:15am - Concurrent Sessions – pick one to attend
3. Frame Your Game – This session will focus on the impor- Theme 1 – Frame Your Mind & Soul
tance of and how to create a vision statement for your busi- Theme 2 – Frame Your Body
ness, conduct strategic planning and and takeaway strat- Theme 3 – Frame Your Game
egies for success.
11:30am-12:15pm - Concurrent Sessions – pick one to attend
4. Frame Your Finances – this session is to focus on wealth Theme 4 – Frame Your Finances
& women; tools for financial planning and investments.
Theme 5 – Frame Your Face
Theme 6 – Frame Your Art-istic Side
5. Frame Your Face – This session to focus on the importance
of social media for your business, a hands-on, interactive 12:30pm-1:45pm - Lunch/Luncheon Keynote
workshop, tips ‘n’ tricks.
2:00pm-3:15pm - Concurrent Sessions – pick one to attend
6. Frame Your Art-istic side – Social artworking with Heather . Theme 1 – Frame Your Mind & Soul
Theme 2 – Frame Your Body
Theme 3 – Frame Your Game

Conference Program

Conference Theme & Agenda

‘Women in Business’ (WIB) Network

‘Framing Your Future’ ~ Framing Your Mind, The purpose of the ‘Women in Business’ (WIB) network is to
Body, Soul for Business Success
educate, motivate and celebrate the many female entrepreOctober 14th & 15th
neurs, budding entrepreneurs and female business professionIt is our pleasure to invite you to the ‘Framing Your Future’
leadership conference. This augural event is being organized
by Brazeau County’s Women in Business (WIB) Network and
will take place in Drayton Valley, Alberta on October 14th &
15th, 2016.

The aim of this conference is to bring awareness of the connection between mind, body & soul with business success; that
nourishing the sum of the parts is equally important to overall success. Also, understanding and accepting that not everything is in balance always at the same time and that is OK! Our
goal is to provide helpful tools and inspiration to empower
you to frame your success. What does your picture look like?

als in our community.
The goal behind this network is to bring women together to
support each other, learn from each other, promote each other
and ultimately act as champions to empower other females
who are thinking about entrepreneurship or a certain profession as a career path.
Also, by promoting success and creating awareness amongst
our youth, females graduating from high school or post-secondary, will be empowered to take the leap into the business
world and/or working for themselves.

Friday, October14th
Welcome Reception & Registration

3:30pm-4:15pm - Concurrent Sessions – pick one to attend
Theme 4 – Frame Your Finances
Theme 5 – Frame Your Face
Theme 6 – Frame Your Art-istic Side

5pm-7pm - Casual Wine & Cheese Networking Reception
Registration Desk Open

6:00pm WIB World Café Reception
Wine and food sampling, sellers, etc.
7:00pm -9:00pm - Celebration of Success Awards Gala

For further information on the conference browse to
www.brazeau.ab.ca/business/women-in-business-network
To become a sponsor please contact Tamara London at
tlondon@brazeau.ab.ca or call 780-542-7777.

The Coffee is on!
Have a Business Idea? Need Assistance?
Come by for a coffee and a chat.
To discuss your ideas with us, please contact the Office of
Economic Development and Communications at 780-542-7777

20
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clean energy technology centre

• drayton valley, ab

OPEN FOR BUSINESS

Jason Syberg of Iron Wood
Cabinet Company loves the
rural lifestyle and services
Brazeau County has to offer.
“I wanted to come back to
Alberta and have an acreage,”
he says. “And I love the people here.”

ªFraming Your Mind, Body &

ª

Soul for Business Success

After doing award-winner carpentry in British Columbia,
Syberg began to create his
custom cabinets and furniture
in his shop in the old Dunnington School on RR 84 in March.
Iron Wood Cabinet Company

Keynote
PreSenter

It is our pleasure to invite you to the first ever ‘Framing
Your Future’ leadership conference. The conference
will bring awareness of the connection between mind,
body and soul with business success; that nourishing the
sum of the parts is equally important to overall success.
Our goal is to provide helpful tools and inspiration to
empower you to frame your success.

permits, so you are saving a
lot of time.”

Join us for a full day of breakout sessions, World Café
Marketplace and Celebration of Success Gala Awards
Dinner.

REGISTER

NOW!

Final date to register:
September 16th

regiStration
and feeS
125 Early Bird · ends Aug. 19th
$
175 After Early Bird
$
200 Day of Event
$

“Dinner only” tickets available.

To register, visit us online at:

www.brazeau.ab.ca

Organized by Brazeau County’s Women in Business (WIB) Network
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decided to take a year off. He
resurfaced in Brazeau County.
And while he is based here,
Iron Wood can service all of
Western Canada. He is able to
work on a number of different
kinds of projects, from new
home construction, custom
interior millwork, and renovations. He has worked on packoffers custom designer kitch- ages as large as a quarter of a
ens and joinery solutions for million dollars.
the entire home. Among
the beautiful pieces he has He creates his designs using
crafted are kitchen tables AutoCAD, and can show cliformed from a single piece ents the designs in 3D before
of Costa Rican wood.
he starts working with the
wood, ensuring clients get
A welder by trade, Syberg exactly what they want for
worked in the aerospace their homes.
industry before switching to
cabinetry when he was 30. To learn more about Iron
He started a small operation Wood Cabinet Company,
in Kelowna, and won awards visit Jason online at www.
from the Canadian Home- ironwoodcabinets.ca or call
builders Association. In 2012, 780-364-0604.

Janet Podleski
Bestselling Author
Award-Winning Entrepreneur

Struth Permits likes to think
they are not only in the business of saving long-haul truckers time and money but their
sanity! And we think that is a
winning combination for our
latest business in Brazeau.

TV Host · Eat, Shrink & Be Merry

By securing oversize permits for hauling across Canada and the United States,

and enjoy the rural Alberta
lifestyle – going global and
staying local.

As an example, Myslicki says
she has been on hold with “I wouldn’t be able to do it othpermitting agencies as long erwise,” she says. “I like that
as 45 minutes. In addition to it’s more peaceful here than
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. office hours, in the city.”
Myslicki is on call 24/7 for clients’ convenience.
Myslicki has been in business
for three months, and is takBecause Struth Permits is a ing new clients. She can be
home-based business, Mys- found online at www.struthStruth Permits owner Jenni- licki and her young family can permits.com.
fer Myslicki saves on hiring enjoy all Brazeau County has
and paperwork headaches to offer while serving clients
for each of their clients.
in Calgary and other parts of
Alberta, proof you don’t have
“Trucking companies don’t to be in a big city to do big city
have to hire someone, and business.
drivers don’t have to stop for
permits,” Myslicki explains. A lot of her work is done
“If you are driving from Alberta online, Myslicki says, allowto Texas, that’s four or five ing her to work from home
www.brazeau.ab.ca
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YOUTH ON
YOUTH
ON THE MOVE
THE
MOVE

Family and Community The Parks Play Program takes place at
support Services (FCSS) several of Drayton Valley’s beautiful parks.
This program operates on weekdays
(excluding Stat holidays) from
July 11—August 19 2016 both in the
mornings and afternoons.

Mornings 9:00am— 12:00pm

Mondays—Aspenview
Tuesdays—Northview/ Peace Park
Formore
more information
information
Call:
For
Call: 780-514-2531
780-514-2531
Wednesdays—Rotary
Thursdays—Ivan To/ Southview
Fridays—Little Lions

Afternoons 1:00pm—4:00pm
For more
information
From July
July 13th
21st
come
becall:
yourself,
From
13thtotoAugust
August
21st
come
be780-514-2560
meet new friends, participate in fun activities,
yourself, meet
new friends, participate in fun
outdoor games and much more!

activities, outdoor games and much more!












Tailgate BBQ • Basketball • Frisbee • Soccer • Life Sized Games
Painting in the Park • Capture the Flag • Special Events
3:00pm - 6:00pm & 7:00pm - 10:00pm
Tailgate
BBQ
Wednesdays
- Rotary / Splash Park
Basketball
Thursdays - Northview / Mackenzie Ave Park
Fridays - Little Lions Park
Frisbee
Wednesdays
Saturdays - 4-S Skate Park
Rotary/ Splash Park
Soccer
Sundays - West Valley / Omniplex Park

3:00pm—
6:00pm
7:00pm—
10:00pm

Family and Community
Support Services

Drayton Valley & District

Thursdays
Life Sized
Northview/Mackenzie Ave Park
Games
INTERESTED
AFFORDABLE HOME SUPPORT?
Painting
in the IN RECIEVINGFridays
Little
Lions duties
Park like housekeeping and occasional
Home support workers can help with light
household
Park
Saturdays
meal preparation to help enhance independent
living reduce isolation and promote a safe, quality
Capture
the
Flag
home life. The program is available to people
who
arePark
unable to manage household duties due to
4-S Skate
Special
Events
age, disabiity,
illness or recent hospital discharge.
Sundays
West Valley/ Omniplex Park
TO FIND OUT MORE, CALL THE FCSS PROGRAM ASSISTANT
780-514-2206 OR FCSS@ADMIN@DRAYTONVALLEY.CA
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The Parks Play Program takes place at
several of Drayton Valley’s beautiful parks.
This program operates on weekdays
(excluding Stat holidays) from
July 11- August 19 2016 both in the
All of our summer park
programs
will
mornings
and
afternoons.
be offered at no cost to participants.
Mornings
9:00am
Play Leaders will
be available
during - 12:00pm
MondaysAspenview
program hours to encourage
children
Tuesdays- Northview/ Peace Park
to participate inWednesdays-Rotary
fun,
structured activities
and to assist
ThursdaysIvan in
To/ Southview
Fridays- LittleinLions
maintaining a safe play environment
Afternoons
- 4:00pm
the park. Play
Leaders are1:00pm
not
accountable for children coming to or
All of our summer park programs will
leaving the park. Please ensure your
be offered at no cost to participants.
child knows when and where to go
Play Leaders will be available during
program hours to encourage children
when coming to and leaving the park.

to participate in fun,
structured activities and to assist in
maintaining a safe play environment in
the park. Play Leaders are not
accountable for children coming to or
leaving the park. Please ensure your
child knows when and where to go
when coming to and leaving the park.

Family and Community
Support Services

Drayton Valley & District

www.brazeau.ab.ca
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Homeless for a Night Challenge




Rotary House Grounds | September 16-17


             
         
















26

www.brazeau.ab.ca

Community
Connection

WELCOME!
The DV WelcomeIn Group
(DVWG) is partnering with the
Edmonton diocese of the Anglican Church of Canada, an accredited Canadian Sponsorship Agreement Holder, through the Drayton
Valley All Saints’ Anglican Church
to re-locate up to two families fleeing from unliveable conditions in
Syria to our community. In association with the Federal Government,
we will be responsible for one-half
the initial year of their financial and
community support.

The Early Childhood Development Center has been a buzz of activity this spring!
Our playground space renovation was
unveiled at our Open House June 22!
Thank you as well to all of the local community organizations who sent representatives out to share this event. Thank you
to Bill Taylor for Weyerhaueser, Cst Peter
Ulanowski with RCMP, Danette Moule
for composting and recycling, Colleen
Schoeninger with the Farmer’s Market,
Teresa Dunlop with Summer Park Programs and Haley Ferguson with the Summer Reading Program. This was a very
busy evening with lots of learning! In
the picture you can see children who
were practicing the obstacle course to
get their “bicycle license”.

Foundation Gala
Drayton Valley Health Services
Foundation presents Burn N
Mahn November 19 at the MacKenzie Centre.

Dueling Pianos are the latest entertainment craze that has been filling clubs, lounges and bars across
the country. Now you can enjoy this
live event phenomenon for yourself
right in here in Drayton Valley.
Reserve your tickets now for Dinner
& the Show 780 621-4914 Tables of
8 - $600.00 and all proceeds to support the CT4DV Campaign.

Sometime within the next several
weeks, the Al Abbas family will be
joining us directly from their refugee camp in Lebanon. The family consists of father, Mahmoud Al
Abbas, mother, Roukaya Al Hajj
Mouhamad and daughters, Fatmeh
Al Abbas (6), Mariam Al Abbas (2)
and Nour Al Abbas (9 months).
As a community that has recently
assisted approximately 300 individuals fleeing the Fort McMurray fire,
Drayton Valley and Brazeau County
have demonstrated a willingness and
capacity to help those in need. There
is no doubt that we will rise to the
occasion once again to welcome and
assist our new community members
even during our challenging economic times.
We will be soliciting cash donations
(charitable income tax receipts to
be issued) payable to the All Saints’
Anglican Church referenced to the
DVWG. Additionally, we are seeking volunteers to help us provide the
required initial assistance for these
newcomers and their required continuing community supports. For
further information, contact Rita
Stagman at 780-542-9305 (h) or
780514-9314 (c) (rstagman@gmail.
com), or Martin Prentice at 780542-5740 (h) or 780-621-8025 (c)
(martpren@gmail.com).

Brighter Futures
4743-46 st. Drayton Valley
780-514-5070

Indoor Playground

Join us for songs, nursery rhymes,
crafts and games
Berrymoor Community Centre
Every Tuesday
10:00am to 11:30am
Rocky Rapids Community Hall
Every Wednesday
10:00am to 11:30am
Violet Grove Community Hall
Every Thursday
10:00am to 11:30am

Preschool Gym

Come burn off extra energy with
your child as they explore and
conquer obstacle courses and
other physical activities.
Faith Evangelical Covenant Church
in Breton 4712 53rd Ave.
Every Tuesday
10:00am to 11:30am
Alder Flats Community Centre
Every Wednesday
10:00am to 11:30am

Join us for NEW Programs
at Lodgepole Community
Centre Mondays 1:00pm to
2:30pm

Nutritious Beginnings

Prenatal nutrition
Drayton Valley Community Health
Centre 780-542-4415 (press 6 or
ask for Erin)

Baby's Essentials

Extra support to ensure the health
and happiness of babies in times of
hardship.

Family Support Services
Assistance with strategies for
parenting, child development and
all aspects of healthy family life.
Contact our office at 780-514-5070
and ask for Linda

www.brazeau.ab.ca

27

stolen in Canada), and/or vehicle doors remain unlocked
and windows cracked open or rolled down. Another issue
in this area is also keeping a spare set of keys inside the
vehicle or in a hiding spot- criminals have caught on to
the usual locations where these are kept. There have
also been cases where thieves have stolen keys from convenient locations, such as in the garage or near the front
door and taken the vehicle. The best way to view your
keys to your vehicle is like a bank card- keep it on your
person at all times.
2.

Your Vehicle can be a
treasure trove to thieves.

3.

Don't make it easy for them!

This is the second installment of a 12 part series on Crime
Prevention for the Drayton Valley area, starting in April 2016
and wrapping up in March 2017. The Drayton Valley RCMP is
committed to assisting this community, and the intent of this
series is to educate and inform the public on property crime,
and what to do when you become a victim of it. While these
tips may not solve all of your crime issues in the area, these
tips will go a long way in assisting the investigators of your
local Detachment in hopefully either recovering property and/
or detecting the culprits involved in these crimes.
Part #2: Vehicle Theft and Theft from Vehicles (Car Prowling)
Vehicle Theft is an ongoing concern not only in this area but
for the province as well. According to Stats Canada in 2014,
rates of Police-reported motor vehicle thefts were highest in
Alberta at 402 per 100,000 population. In the Drayton Valley
Detachment policing area for 2015, there was an aggregate
total of 165 reported Vehicle thefts for the Town and Brazeau
County. Of those vehicles 144 were recovered, with the rest
still outstanding, destroyed or other. Vehicle theft is normally
a crime of opportunity, and a vehicle can normally be stolen
within 60 seconds by a skilled criminal.
Some suggestions to issues we run across are as follows:
1. Remove your keys, lock the doors and roll up the windows of your vehicle. Believe it or not, Police tend to run
across this issue fairly often, where keys are left in the ignition of vehicles (approximately 20% of all vehicles reported
28
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Utilize a visible theft device. More often than not a thief
who sees something like a club theft deterrent or an alarm
will usually pass on that vehicle. The key for most thieves
is not being detected while attempting to take a vehicle.
The more time a criminal has to spend trying to steal your
vehicle the less likely they will attempt it. Parking in a well
lit area is also a good idea as it is more difficult for criminals to conceal what they are doing. If you have a vehicle parked outside consider using a motion sensor to light
up if someone comes near your vehicle.
Don’t leave your vehicle running unattended. A quick
stop to the convenience store, or running into the post
office to get the mail, and when you come back out your
vehicle is gone. Shut off your vehicle, secure it, and then
conduct your business. Small children should not be left
alone in vehicles as there have been cases in Alberta where
vehicles have been stolen and kids were in the backseatany parents’ worst nightmare.

4.

Don’t leave valuables in your car. I will expand more
on this with the theft from vehicles portion of this article, but having valuables in plain view makes your vehicle a target for theft.

5.

Consider some sort of tracking device to be installed.
Several private companies offer tracking services for owners of vehicles so they can assist the Police in finding their
vehicle. There is usually a monthly fee associated for this
service. There are also electronic disabling devices available that can be utilized to assist with preventing a theft
of your vehicle.

6.

Park in your garage. Simply put, parking a vehicle in a
garage with the doors locked and the garage locked makes
it that much harder for a thief to get at your vehicle. If
you are going away for a period of time consider taking the battery out of the vehicle so it cannot be started.

Normally the way these types of thefts occur is again, based
on opportunity. Criminals going vehicle door to vehicle door,
checking to see if the doors are locked or not. Looking inside
of vehicles for valuables. Some of the most common items stolen are smartphones, work tools, sunglasses, loose change, GPS
units, laptops, iPods, garage door openers or keys and personal
info. Usually these perpetrators are on foot or using a bicycle
and will have some sort of bag like a backpack with them, and
may have a lookout in case of Police presence.
This type of crime is usually one of the easiest to prevent and
simply takes some change in how you do things. Some suggestions to reduce the likelihood of theft from your vehicle are:
1.

2.

3.

Secure your vehicle. As noted earlier, this is the first and
most important step to preventing theft of items from
your vehicle. If the thief can’t get in easily, they are likely
to move on.
Keep it clean inside. Evidence of things like chargers,
money, sunglasses or other valuables laying in plain view
make your vehicle a target. As mentioned earlier, keep
things out of sight and the best practice is to take all of
your valuables with you. If the thief believes they have
nothing to take, they are unlikely to break a window or
defeat a lock to get in.

4.

Get to know the neighbourhood you live in. People
recognize when someone in their area is out of place.
Patterns of who should be in an area comes after a while
and you get to know who lives where. Get to know your
neighbours. If you see someone who isn’t from around
there acting out of place or doing suspicious behavior
like checking doors call the Police immediately.

Lastly, it has happened in the past where a member of the
public has located a cache of stolen items secreted under a
bush or placed somewhere out of sight. If you do, please do
not touch it and call Police to collect it. Keep your eyes on
the area until Police attend as it is possible the offender may
come back to collect it.
Next month we will discuss the topic, “I’ve just found out my
house/shed/garage/outbuilding been broken into- what do I
do.” This is key in assisting your local RCMP in collecting evidence and possibly tying a scene to an offender. More to
come next month.
Yours in Service,
S/Sgt. M.F. Callihoo
Detachment Commander
Drayton Valley RCMPC

Remove any garage door openers. A thief who takes
this can gain access to your garage and very possibly your
home. Taking this out of your vehicle when not occupied
is just a good habit to get into.

The DV Rural Crime Watch is holding neighbourhood
"get to know your neighbour" BBQs!
July 21 - Cynthia & August 25 - Rocky Rapids
Contact us for more info: DVRuralcrimewatch@gmail.com

The next part of this is focused on theft from vehicles. Commonly these types of thefts occur during the night, usually
from around 10 P.M. to around 4 A.M. Our Detachment has
received multiple calls for service the next morning after a
spree of these types of thefts. A great deal are not reported
and I would encourage all incidents to be reported to the Police.
www.brazeau.ab.ca
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Drayton Valley Municipal Library

Painting Peacocks Series - Pat's Painting Peacocks Series

Advertise
with Us!

5737 - 45 Avenue
Drayton Valley, AB

The Town of Drayton Valley Omniplex Facility
offers many ways for you to get your advertising
message out with options that are cost effective!

u Sponsorship u In-Ice LOGO u Arena Boards u Display Case

continues in July every tuesday 6-8pm. Come enjoy the fun and
learn some new painting techniques. July 5, 12, 19 and 26

Teen Art - Teens that find time on their hands are welcome to join
Pat in some fun Art Projects. Join her on Tuesdays from 1 - 2:30pm
July 5, 12, 19, and 26

Rotary Children's Library

Summer Reading Club - Prepare for a
summer of adventure with program coordinator
Hayley Ferguson. Children 3-12 years may
participate. Come and fill out a form at either
library. July 5 until August 11
DRAYTON VALLEY

YOUR

LOGO IN-ICE!
In-Ice LOGO*

Omni II Arena Board Signs

Sponsoring public skating brings residents of
Drayton Valley and area together by providing a
fun opportunity for families and visitors. A healthy
lifestyle for all families can be achieved by your
support in providing FREE public skating.

Be a part of the action on the ice by advertising your

Board Advertising can be seen by everyone
visiting the Omniplex all year round. There are
two options for advertising on Omni II arena
boards. We have a prime area that is on the
left side of the arena (facing the stand seating)
and a non-prime area that is on the right
side of the arena (facing the players’ boxes).

The standard sponsorship amount
for one season of public skating is
$500.00. In return for your sponsorship you will
receive recognition in Omni I entrance, Omni II
arena, in the Drayton Valley Western Review
and on Big West Country Radio station when
announcing other town events!
You may also supply early skater Learning Aids
(push stands @ approximately $30 each) that
serve as an effective advertising tool for your
company as well!

business with an IN-ICE LOGO in the Omni
II arena! This prime location allows your logo to be
seen by thousands of skaters enjoying the ice and
spectators in the stands during the ice season!
The cost for the season is $950 plus the cost of your
logo, from $300 & up, depending on the size and
position chosen. Companies are responsible for the
the cost and making of their logos for placement
under ice. Please give us a call to discuss your
options!
PLEASE NOTE: The Omniplex must receive
your LOGO from the supplier for installation
no later than August 15, 2016.

Omni II Arena Board Sign Pricing:

PRIME NON-PRIME
3’H x 4’W ...... $525/year ... $265/year
3’H x 8’W ...... $950/year ... $525/year
Companies are responsible for the cost and making
of the advertising board. It is recommended that
companies place their advertisements on Styrene
0.030 mm in thickness. Advertising boards can be
purchased from any sign-making company.

TUESDAY

SEPTEMBER

BOOK YOUR TABLES TODAY!
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New Moose Hill Community Club
780-696-2109

My Step Forward
A proud partner in Campus Alberta

Take your next step forward with
NorQuest College in Drayton Valley
and explore program options to
help you start a career, upgrade for
further education, expand language
skills, and much more.

Rocky Rapids Community League
780-542-5923
Violet Grove Community Club
780-542-7864

Space is still available in:
• Academic Upgrading
• Administrative Professional (online)
• Early Learning and Childcare
(part-time)
• Fire Rescue and Safety

APPLY ToDAY!

*Design and production are the responsibility of the client. Some restrictions may apply.

Email: omnireception@draytonvalley.ca

Lodgepole Recreation Society
780-894-3520

Table Registration Deadline: Friday, August 12, 2016

780.542.5400
info.draytonvalley@norquest.ca
norquest.ca/DraytonValley

Phone: 780.514.2234

Lindale Community Hall Association
780-542-2435

$30 per organization. Tables are for social and recreational activities/clubs.
For more information or to book a table, please call Program Coordinator 780-514-2560
or email programmingcoordinator@draytonvalley.ca

arena. With over 100,000 people a year visiting the Omniplex facility, this is an excellent opportunity to get the word out!

For more information and to advertise at the Omniplex Facility, please contact:

6

Omniplex - Omni III Pad

seen by athletes, visitors and residents of Drayton Valley and area coming through the front entrance of the Omniplex

Prices are subject to change without notice. All pricing subject to GST. 2016-17 Season

Cynthia Rec Centre
780-514-5677

Funnell Community Hall Association
780-696-2491

2016

5:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Promote a new product, service or an upcoming event in the Omni I entrance display case! Your display will be the first

Display Case*

Carnwood Country Hall Society
780-542-2378

Easyford Community Centre Society
780-514-8421
www.easyford.ca

Please contact us for more information and a
map of the available board space.

Only $200/month!

Berrymoor Centre
780-542-4561
Buck Creek Community Association
780-234-5443

munıcıpal lıbrary
rotary chıldren’s lıbrary

Public Skating Sponsorship

COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION
C O N TA C T S

Whitby Community League
780-339-2478
www.whitbyhall.ca

Step Forward

If your non-profit organization would like us to include any information about your group, your upcoming events or announcements, please forward your information to
Ken MacInnis at the Brazeau County Office. kmacinnis@brazeau.ab.ca

Disclaimer:

Brazeau County has the right to review, edit or reject submitted articles for inclusion into the Brazeau News.
Content will be subject to space availability and appropriateness to the newsletter theme.
www.brazeau.ab.ca
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Contact Names and Numbers

BRAZEAU COUNTY EMERGENCY ON CALL 780-542-8770
Brazeau County Office

780-542-7777

Public Works

780-542-7711

Fax Line

780-542-7770

Constable Ed Hees

780-202-0722

Agriculture

780-542-7779

Constable Steve Goodman

780-202-2271

Planning & Development

780-542-2667

Constable Jesse Shymansky

780-202-0047

Brazeau Fire Services
Drayton Valley Fire Alarms
Breton Fire Alarms
Lodgepole Fire Alarms
Forest Fires

911
310-3473

Other Emergency Numbers

Other Numbers
55+ Recreation Centre

780-542-4737

Alive 55 Program

780-514-2206

Beehive Support Services

780-542-3113

Brazeau Senior’s Foundation

780-542-2712

Breton Food Bank

780-696-3669

Breton Library

780-696-3740

Alberta Highways

1-888-255-5554

David Thompson Regional Health

780-542-4415

Ambulance

911

Drayton Area Food Bank

780-514-3777

Animal Control

780-514-0372

Drayton Valley Municipal Library

780-514-2228

Crime Stoppers

1-800-922-8477

FCSS Breton

780-696-3636

Distress Line

1-800-232-7288

FCSS Drayton Valley

780-514-2200

Drayton Valley Hospital

780-542-5321

Meals on Wheels

780-542-3216

Poison Centre

1-800-332-1414

Omniplex

780-514-2234

Police

911 or 780-542-4456

Parent to Parent

780-621-2849

Sustainable Resources

780-542-6616

Park Valley Pool

780-514-2225

Rotary Children's Library

780-514-2528

Town of Drayton Valley

780-514-2200

Village of Breton

780-696-3636

School Contact Numbers
Aurora Elementary School

780-542-9355

Breton Elementary School

780-696-3555

Breton High School

780-696-3633

Fire Permits

Drayton Christian School

780-542-7066

For fire permits, please visit www.brazeau.
ab.ca/living-here/protective-services/
fire-permit-application to complete an online application. After submitting your application a representative will contact you
within 48 hours (two 24 hours regular working day) and advise you of the next step,
which may include the need for more information or an onsite visit.

Drayton Valley & District
Community Learning

780-542-3373

Eldorado Elementary School

780-542-5544

Evergreen Elementary School

780-542-5535

F. Maddock Outreach School

780-542-1551

Frank Maddock High School

780-542-4401

H.W. Pickup Jr. High School

780-542-4495

Holy Trinity Academy

780-621-5735

NorQuest College

780-542-5400

St. Anthony School

780-542-4396

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School Div

780-986-2500

Brand Inspector

Wildrose School Division

1-800-771-0537

Terry Hjelmeland

403-780-6202
or 403-704-5418

Brazeau County Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1 Phone: 780-542-7777 Fax: 780-542-7770

