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Happy New Year Brazeau County! 
I hope everyone had a great Christmas with family and friends. 
A new year of opportunity is upon us and I look forward to 
working with Council and Administration to make it the best 
one yet for our County.

Council passed the interim budget in December and together 
with our citizens and Administration to create a budget with no 
tax increases while still delivering the matters of most impor-
tance to the growth and development of our County.

With Provincial and Federal governments imposing more tax-
ation on us, we as a Council have done the opposite. We low-
ered taxes and have proven that County residents can benefit 
while the County itself still has enough revenues and reserves 
to meet the needs of ratepayers.Fiscal responsibility during a 
recession means stability for our residents and industry through 
our taxation process.

In an attempt to encourage economic development, County 
Council will vote to forgive all planning fees, fines and permit 
costs at an upcoming Council Meeting.  A majority vote will 
mean these costs are waived during 2017. This is also part of 
celebrating Canada’s upcoming 150th birthday.

From all the reports and trends we follow, 2017 will be a year 
of positive upswing from the recent down turn in the oil and 
gas sector. The theme for this year is innovation and diversi-
fication for our economy, our homes and our businesses – as 
it relates to energy. From the world stage to our local region, 
we are seeing change. Despite  our opposition, our Provincial 
government is investing millions of dollars in tax credits for 
the growth of specific sectors namely petrochemicals, tech-
nology, agriculture and energy, in an attempt to create jobs. 
and make the province less reliant on oil and the boom and 
bust that comes with it.

While it is our role to work with governments on all levels, we 
believe this must be done in balance of what’s best for our 
local Municipality. This is why we sent a letter to the provin-
cial government asking that the carbon tax be modified to be 
revenue neutral. In our opinion, this is an additional tax that 
negatively draws resources from our citizens and Council feels 
this tax will significantly impact our communities. We also pro-
posed that the Alberta government could reduce expenditures 
by 5% to balance the cost of the carbon tax. We will see what 
comes of these suggestions. 

As we look to diversity locally, the County is working with local 
producers and government partners to examine hemp as a via-
ble industry. Council is always open to innovative ideas to help 
improve the economy and benefit residents.

It is still winter, but applications to the ALUS program are always 
welcome and we encourage landowners to look into the pro-
gram to see if this could benefit you. Visit our website or con-
tact ALUS coordinator Benjamin Misener for more information.

We will be inviting you for the official unveiling of our solar 
panels on three of our County buildings this year. Stay tuned 
for the date.

On behalf of Brazeau County Council and Administration, I wish 
you health, happiness and prosperity in 2017. 

Sincerely, 
Bart Guyon
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From the desk of the CAO

Anthony Heinrich
Division 5 Councillor

Home: 780-696-2468
aheinrich@brazeau.ab.ca

Maryann Thompson
Division 6 Councillor

Home: 780-696-2116
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Brazeau County Box 77, 
7401 Twp Rd 494 

Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1 
Phone: 780-542-7777  

Fax: 780-542-7770

First and foremost, I wish you and your family a Happy New 
Year  filled with prosperous opportunities and successes in 2017.

2017 Annual Budget 
After four days of budget deliberations, Council approved the 
2017 interim budget on November 29, 2016. The 2017 interim 
budget reflects approximately $47.8 million, with $20.1 million 
allocated to capital projects.  Of that $20.1 million capital bud-
get, 41% has been dedicated to road infrastructure. 

A complete copy of the approved 2017 interim annual 
budget, with a detailed list of capital projects, is available 
at www.brazeau.ab.ca/county-hall/corporate-services/
budget-and-service-delivery

The current economic climate has placed significant challenges 
on our community, considering the oil and gas sector employs 
so many of our residents. With this in mind, both Council and 
Administration continue to approach the budget with minimal 
impact to our citizens and businesses. Administration found 
efficiencies and presented Council with a budget including an 
overall decrease in operational expenses of 1.6% from 2016, 
following a 4% reduction from 2015. 

The 2017 interim budget was based on working towards retain-
ing an unchanged municipal tax rate.  The residential compo-
nent currently is at a rate of 0.002002 and the non-residen-
tial component is at a rate of 0.0090464.  In early March 2017, 
the province will be providing us with the Alberta School Foun-
dation requisition, along with the Seniors Foundation tax req-
uisition.  Upon receipt of the information from the province, 
Council will be better situated to determine if any tax rates and/
or schedule of fees need to be adjusted.  However, Council’s 
commitment throughout the budgetary process was to strive 
for no change to the current tax rate.

The tax rate bylaw will be presented to Council in early April 
2017 during a regular Council Meeting and open to the public.  

Land Use Bylaw (LUB)
Since October the newly adopted LUB #923-16 has improved 
the functionality with the public. Specifically, Bylaw 923-16 
has offered additional flexibility, resulting in improvements in 
development application processing, along with a reduction in 
appeals.  No bylaw is perfect, and Council continues to strive 
for excellence in evolving the bylaw that was developed for 
the people, by the people, through public open house events 
and feedback at the unfettered public input sessions offered 
at each regular Council Meeting.

The link to the new LUB #923-16 is found through on our web 
site www.brazeau.ab.ca/business/planning-and-development/
land-use-bylaw.

If the public open house dates conflicted with your schedule in 
2016, please do not hesitate to call our Planning and Develop-
ment department to share your perspective on the new LUB.  

In closing, I extend my sincere appreciation for your feed-
back throughout 2016.  Without your continued participa-
tion we would not be able to achieve our objectives.  We may 
not always see things through the same set of eyes, but that 
diverse vision will help in continuing to make Brazeau County 
the best place to call home.  

Sincerely,  
Marco Schoeninger, CAO     
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
December 6
2017 Interim Budget
Council reviewed a media release 
regarding the 2017 interim budget 
approved Nov. 28.

The budget re-affirms Council’s com-
mitment to community health and well-
ness along with infrastructure improve-
ments while keeping tax rates and fees 
unchanged.

The interim operating budget is $47.8 
million, with $20.1 million going towards 
capital projects. Of that $20.1 million 
capital budget, 41% has been dedicated 
to road infrastructure. 

At budget meetings November 23rd, 
24th, 28th, and 29th, Brazeau County 
Councillors and Administration went 
over the operational needs and capital 
requests for 2017. 

With the current economic climate, 
especially in our community where 
the oil and gas sector that employs so 
many of our residents is experiencing 
economic challenges, both Council and 
Administration approached the budget 
looking to minimize the impact to our 
citizens and businesses.

Council passed an interim budget in 
order to proceed on approved opera-
tional and capital projects in the period 
between now and when the County 
receives final property assessment 
information from Accurate Assessment 
Group in the spring. 

Development Permit 
Fee Amnesty
Council directed Administration to inves-
tigate the cost  and logistics of waiving all 
development permit fees and fines from 
Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2017.

Administration will provide a report to 
Council at the Dec. 20 Council meeting.

Support for Lions Club 
Tractor Pull
Council approved funding of $500 to the 
Lions Club of Drayton Valley to support 
the 4th Annual Heavy Iron Tractor Pull 
on July 1, 2017. All funds raised from the 
event are returned to the community.

January 10th, 2017 Council 
meeting
Council cancelled the January 10th, 
2017 Council meeting. The first Coun-
cil meeting of 2017 will be January 24th. 

December 20
Planning and Development Fee 
and Fine Amnesty
Council approved motions to waive all 
planning and development fees and 
fines, with the exception of appeal 
fees, for the calendar year 2017.  
Council has given two readings to the 
2017 Schedule of Fees Bylaw, which 
would incorporate the changes, and 
will consider third reading at a regularly 
scheduled Council meeting in 2017. Until 
third reading is given, the 2016 Schedule 
of Fees applies, including planning and 
development fees and fines.

If approved, the new Schedule of 
Fees means no fees or fines will be 
imposed for:

• Development permit applications or 
variance requests

• Certificates of Compliance

• Subdivision applications (or endorse-
ments completed during the 2017 
year)

• Time extension applications (for 
approvals expiring in the 2017 year)

• Documentation or Agreements pre-
pared by the County (signed and reg-
istered in the 2017 year)

• Bylaw Amendment applications

• Applications for the adoption of stat-
utory and other plans 

• Planning documents (maps, bylaws, 
plans and certificate of title/land 
title documents associated with an 
application only)

 
Sasquatch program advertising
Council approved the addition of $20,000 
for program advertising and an additional 
$10,000 for promotional items to the 2017 
Annual Budget for Sasquatch Program.  
Funds will come from taxation.

Support for Community 
Scholarship Trust Society
Council approved funding of $600 to pur-
chase a table at the Community Schol-
arship Trust Society fundraiser event on 
February 25th, 2017.

Support for Lindale 
Rodeo Grounds
Council approved using $2,470 in residual 
funds from lighting and bucking chutes 
projects earlier this year to acquire new 
panels and gates for the Lindale Rodeo 
Grounds. 

Brazeau County 
an AMHSA Award 
Recipient!
Each year the Alberta 
Municipal Health and Safety 
Association (AMHSA) recognizes 
municipalities in Alberta for their 
commitment to health and safety 
training. 

This year, Brazeau County was 
recognized for our resolution to 
ensuring employees received 
relevant occupational health and 
safety training and education. 
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Top to bottom:

Division 5 Councillor Anthony Heinrich and 
Brazeau Junior Rodeo Association president 
Kevin Vig (left) and vice president Earl Thomp-
son (right). Brazeau County provided $41,500 
for new bucking chutes and lighting. Another 
$41,500 was funded by a Community Facility 
Enhancement Program (CFEP) grant.

Division 4 Councillor Kara Westerlund and 
Whitby Community League president Terry 
Kelly. Brazeau County provided $46,200 to the 
League for a new convection oven and upright 
dishwasher, boiler replacement, and 300 ban-
quet chairs.

Division 1 Councillor Shirley Mahan and Cyn-
thia Recreation secretary Kashia Pyska. Brazeau 
County provided $150,000 to the Society to 
provide new boards and water service to flood 
the outdoor rink in the community.

Division 1 Councillor Shirley Mahan and Cyn-
thia Recreation secretary Kashia Pyska. Brazeau 
County provided $33,716 to the Society for 
upgrades to Cynthia Hall, including a new 
wheelchair ramp, bathroom upgrades, new 
front doors, ballast and light upgrades, and a 
new cooler.

Over the past year, Brazeau County has 
provided significant funding to com-
munity groups to enhance our com-
munity halls and recreation facilities. 
Below are four recently completed 
projects made possible by Brazeau 
County funding.

Funding boost 
to Community 
Groups 
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Brazeau County Councillors (from left) 
Shirley Mahan, Maryann Thompson, 
Marc Gressler, and Rita Moir with their 
Alberta Elected Officials Education Pro-
gram (EOEP) certificates in November 
at the Alberta Association of Munic-
ipal Districts and Counties (AAMD&C) 
Convention. 

The EOEP was developed to provide 
municipally elected officials with an 
opportunity to broaden their knowledge 
and skills, raising the quality of munici-
pal government and enabling those in 
office to effectively achieve the goals of 
their community.

Congratulations on 60th Wedding Anniversary
Division 3 Councillor Marc Gressler presents a carriage clock to Buck and Glenda Mabbutt, who celebrated 60 
years of marriage on December 18th. The Mabbutts have lived in Brazeau County since 1973, and have three 
children, nine grandchildren, and 14 great-grandchildren. Congratulations!

Skill Building
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Two dozen of the County's most-used forms 
are now available in one convenient place.

Bart Guyon congratulates Utilities 
Assistant Supervisor Darcy Mulroy on 15 
years of service to Brazeau County.

Reeve Bart Guyon congratulates Grader 
Operator Lee Johnston on 5 years of 
service to Brazeau County.

SERVICE
AWARDS

NEED TO APPLY FOR A DEVELOPMENT PERMIT, 
GRANT, OR TO SERVE ON A COMMITTEE? 

www.brazeau.ab.ca/living-here/county-forms
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Breton and the area of Brazeau County 
policed by the Breton detachment has 
seen a large decrease in crime over 2016, 
in part due to a prolific offender pilot 
project.

There were 121 total crimes between 
January and September of 2016, com-
pared to 254 in the same period of 2015, 
including only eight crimes against per-
sons; that’s a drop of 52%. In the third 
quarter of 2016 (the most recent statis-
tics available), there were 35 total crimes 
recorded, compared to 104 in the same 
period of 2015, a 66% decrease.

Police normally consider a drop of three 
to five per cent a success, so these num-
bers are striking.

“Ten per cent of the people cause 90 per 
cent of the crime,” says detachment 
commander Sergeant Corey Kyle. “We 
are focused on those offenders with 
numerous files.”

The detachment started the Habitual 
Offender Management Program (HOMP) 
in March 2016 as a partnership between 

the provincial government and the 
RCMP’s K (Alberta) division. The program 
offers offenders a choice: break with the 
system of crime, leave the area, or jail.

“We give options and offer help with 
addictions or mental health, to help 
remove themselves from crime,” Sgt. Kyle 
says. “We want to give people opportu-
nities, so that if they want to do better 
in the community, they can.”

To offer the assistance, the resources of 
20 plus organizations from Drayton Valley, 
Leduc, and Edmonton have been offered. 
For instance, if an offender needs help 
with his or her resume to find a job to 
pay fines, that help can be offered.

“When people come out of the remand 
centre, they come out with nothing,” Sgt. 
Kyle says. “We’re trying to get these indi-
viduals to be a contributing member of 
the community versus returning to prop-
erty crimes.”

Working with probation officers, offend-
ers are given lengthy terms of probation 
and lists of conditions they must meet, 

one of which is to stop association with 
other offenders. One of the keys to the 
program is diligent monitoring of com-
pliance, so the offender knows if he or 
she breaches the terms of their proba-
tion, they will return to jail. 

When asked why the RCMP shouldn’t 
take a hard-nosed, throw-away-the-key 
approach to offenders, Sgt. Kyle says 

“catch and release doesn’t always work 
very well, we like to implement a pro-
gram working with Probation in order 
to monitor these offenders and assist 
in re-integration.” Offenders are still 
caught and prosecuted, but an offender 
has to make the choice to stop commit-
ting criminal acts. Otherwise, there is 
a crime-incarceration-crime-incarcera-
tion cycle plaguing police, the commu-
nity, and the offender.

“This program is a good way to transition 
long-time offenders back into contribut-
ing members of society,” he says, noting 
his detachment has already seen some 
success stories. 

Crime Numbers Drop Thanks To Proactive Efforts 
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“We have a few offenders actively 
employed and doing very well. We do 
numerous checks, but there have been 
no breaches (of probation). They have 
removed themselves right out of crime.

“Some have been very grateful for the 
offender program. They are happy, and 
they shake our hands when they see us. 
They are grateful.”

Beyond the obvious benefit of less crime, 
having fewer offenders helps the RCMP 
and the community in another way – with 
less crime, the Breton detachment has 
more resources available to take a pro-
active policing approach, attend com-
munity events, and solve other crimes 
that do occur.

Despite the successes of 2016, Sgt. Kyle 
recognizes it may not last forever, and 
the detachment continues to work hard 
on behalf of the people it serves. And, he 
says, everyone has a role to play.

“Residents have been calling in suspicious 
activity, and I encourage people to keep it 
up – it is a big help in our efforts to fight 
crime in the area.”

1.2 Logo

ALUS Canada Brand Guidelines – 2016 5

The ALUS Canada  
logo is comprised  
of 3 elements, the  
wordmark, the symbol  
and recognition line.  
This is the version  
that should be used  
at all times.

While the symbol  
can appear on its own 
as a graphic element,  
the wordmark cannot  
appear on its own but 
must always be  
accompanied by the  
symbol and the  
recognition line. 

In certain applications,  
the recognition line will 
appear in a different  
position relative to the 
ALUS Canada logo: these 
applications will be  
created by ALUS Canada 
on an as-needed basis. 

Symbol

Recognition Line

Wordmark

Sgt. Corey Kyle and Cst. Mike Lamarche of the 
Breton  RCMP Detachment



Come learn 
about ALUS!
The Alternative Land Use Services 
(ALUS) program helps farmers 
and ranchers restore wetlands, 
reforest, plant windbreaks, install 
riparian buffers, create pollinator 
habitat and establish other 
ecologically beneficial projects 
on their properties. What’s more, 
ALUS not only assists producers 
with establishment costs, it also 
provides annual payments to 
ensure the ongoing stewardship 
of each ALUS project.

Look for Brazeau County 
staff at the following event:
Open House/Workshop at 
the Funnell Community Hall  
6 pm to 9pm - March 9, 2017
 
ALUS applications are always 
welcome.  Contact the County 
at 780-542-2667, email us at: 
ALUS@brazeau.ab.ca or visit 
www.brazeau.ab.ca for an 
Expression of Interest form.

WHAT:

WHERE:
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What Guides
Our Future?

AGRICULTURE - To support a healthy 
and viable agricultural industry as 
an essential part of the County`s 
economy and provide a basis for 
rural living 

EMPLOYMENT LANDS - Encourage 
industrial, commercial and home 
based businesses that enhance and 
diversify the County’s economy, cre-
ate jobs and expand the tax base

RESIDENTIAL - To allow for a wide 
range of housing opportunities that 
provide for settlement patterns that 
are economically, socially and envi-
ronmentally sustainable

RECREATION & TOURISM - To 
provide for parks, recreation and 
other community services that en-
hance the quality of life for County 
residents

INTERMUNICIPAL COOPERATION - 
Maintain mutually beneficial relation-
ships with neighbouring municipalities, 
and other authorities and agencies in 
the region

HAMLETS - To support and strength-
en the long term viability of hamlets 
within the County

MUNICIPAL SERVICES - Plan and de-
velop municipal transportation net-
works, utilities and other services 
in a manner that meets the present 
and future growth of the County

ECOSYSTEM GOODS & SERVICES - 
Stewardship of the natural envi-
ronment to improve the quality of 
water, land and natural resources 
found within the County

NATURAL RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT- To support the 
efficient management of aggregate 
and mineral extraction 

OUR COUNTY’S VISION AND MISSION

Vision: Brazeau County fosters rural values, innovation, 
creativity, leadership and is a place where a 

diverse economy offers quality of life for our citizens

Mission: A spirit of community created
through innovation and opportunities 
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Photo Contest! Take our Survey!
Brazeau County is growing and changing! 

To manage and shape growth in the 
County we are updating the Municipal 
Development Plan (MDP). 

What do you imagine the County looking 
like in the next 10 years? 

Take the survey online: 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/BrazeauMDP

Ask for a paper copy: 
mdp@brazeau.ab.ca
Check out our website: 
www.brazeau.ab.ca Want to Know More?

www.brazeau.ab.ca

Contact The MDP Team
mdp@brazeau.ab.ca

Facebook
/brazeaucounty

Capture the beauty of Brazeau County. 
It could be your favourite camping spot, hiking trail 
or activity to do!

Submit your photos from January 1 to March 31, 
2017. Photos will be featured at the MDP Charrette 
Event April 25-28, 2017 and prizes will be awarded 
for most creative photos.

Photos can be sent to: mdp@brazeau.ab.ca and will 
only be used if the photo contest waiver is signed. 

Check out our website at brazeau.ab.ca for more 
details!

A charrette is an intensely focused, multiday event meant 
to inspire creative ideas and quick problem solving among 
selected stakeholders. Our charrette event will allow every-
one who participates to be a mutual author of the MDP. 

Each evening, from 6-8pm, the entire community is invited 
to drop in and share their thoughts.  

It allows everyone who participates to be a mutual author 
of the MDP. 

April 25-28th 2017   MDP Charrette Event
What excactly is 
the MDP?

What is a 
Charrette Event?

A Municipal Development Plan (MDP) is a long-term plan-
ning document that sets goals, identifies objectives and 
establishes policies that all come together to help guide 
future land use and development in the County. 

It will set a clear direction for how Brazeau County should 
grow in the coming years. 

Shaping Our 
County Together

Join 
Us
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On behalf of Brazeau County Council, Director of Public Works 
and Infrastructure Winston Rossouw would like to summa-
rize for all County residents policy PW1: Private Driveway 
Snow Plowing or Summer Grading, which allows for snow-
plowing and grading of private driveways.

In order to participate in the snowplowing 
and or summer grading services the following 
protocols apply:

• Brazeau county and the owner must enter into a writ-
ten private driveway snowplowing or summer grading 
agreement before any work can commence.

• Snowplowing and grading of private driveways is at the 
discretion of the County. 

• Snowplowing and or summer grading of private drive-
ways may be affected by the County’s road priorities, 
work schedules and prevailing weather conditions.

The charge to carry out the snowplowing and 
or summer grading of private driveways is as 
follows:

• The first snowplowing per season (fall to spring) will be 
at no charge.

• Additional snowplowing will be charged at the current 
Alberta Road Builders & Heavy Construction Associa-
tion (ARHCA) rates with a minimum charge of $20.00.

The following exceptions to the above  
provisions apply:

• No charge for snowplowing to community halls and 
cemeteries.

• No charge for snowplowing in situations requiring imme-
diate medical attention or funerals.

• Snowplowing of private driveways for commercial prop-
erty, industrial property and trailer courts may be car-
ried out at the discretion of the County when private 
equipment is not available and at the current Alberta 
Road Builders & Heavy Construction Association rates.

• Exemptions over and above the standard one plow-
ing at no cost is being offered to households where an 
able-bodied individual does not reside on the premises. 
More specifically, this could apply to seniors, disabled 
or handicapped individuals. A declaration stating eligi-
bility must be provided.

Residents that have entered into a private 
driveway maintenance agreement are 
reminded of the following protocols and 
procedures:

• The flag must be displayed at the end of the driveway 
immediately after snowfall has ended (visible to the 
County’s grader operator). This requirement only applies 
if the resident requires his/her driveway to be plowed.

• If your driveway is accessed by a paved road you should 
call the County at 780-542-7711 and request that your 
driveway  be cleared after a snowfall. Your flag should 
be easily visible to the county’s grader operator.

Please direct any inquiries regarding private driveway snow 
plowing or summer grading to the maintenance supervi-
sor at 780-542-7777.

Snow Clearing - 
of Private Driveways 
in the County
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Virtual 
Reality Check
On December 12, 2016, the Leduc Munic-
ipal Integrated Traffic Unit (LMITU) part-
nered with Brazeau County Enforcement 
Services and the Youth Initiatives & Edu-
cation in Lifestyles & Driving (Y.I.E.L.D) 
Association to present a hands-on 
demonstration about the dangers of 
distracted and impaired driving. The 
event was held at the Holy Trinity Acad-
emy School in Drayton Valley,  where stu-
dents were given the opportunity to par-
ticipate during their free time. Events 
included texting and driving in a sophis-
ticated driving simulator, as well as doing 
basic coordination tests while wearing 
goggles that showed the effects of alco-
hol at different levels of impairment. In 
this environment, students were able to 
experience the very real results of dis-
tracted driving, and the effects of alco-
hol on balance and coordination.

This education is important as the LMITU 
is committed to joining forces with 
partnering agencies in promoting safe 
driving to not only the motoring pub-
lic but more importantly to our youth. 
The most recent statistics from Alberta 

Transportation show that pedestrians 
between the ages of 15 to 19 are most 
likely to be injured in a collision, and 
international research shows that 20 to 
30 percent of all collisions involve dis-
tracted driving.

BUSTED! 
From dodgeball to story time, Community School 
Resource Officers Piotr Ulanowski (Drayton Valley) and 
Stephen Taylor (Breton), as well as RCMP members 
and Community Peace Officers, have been spotted 
connecting with youth in the community.

photo left to right: Peace Officer Kardash with Leduc Municipal Integrated Traffic Unit, Peace Officer 
Shymansky with Brazeau County, Gord Buck with Y.I.E.L.D., Dale Friedel with Alberta Traffic Safety 

Plan/Y.I.E.L.D., and Lorri Winship with the Holy Trinity Academy School.



14          www.brazeau.ab.ca

Have a Business Idea?   
Need Assistance?    

Come by for a coffee 
and a chat

The coffee is on!

To discuss your ideas with us, please 

contact the Office of Economic Development 

and Communications at 780-542-7777.

C O S T  T O  A T T E N D

$20 per person (plus GST)

includes workshop, breakfast 
and door prizes.

T O  R E G I S T E R
Email Tamara London at 
tlondon@brazeau.ab.ca 
or call 780-542-7777. Visit 
www.brazeau.ab.ca for more 
information.

A G E N D A

Breakfast 

Workshop

Speed-Networking to 
practice new skills
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Did you know that a poorly maintained water 
well can put your water supply at risk of con-
tamination and reduce your well yield?

If you are one of 450,000 Albertans who use 
their water well for household purposes, the 
key to ensuring your water supply is safe and 
secure is knowing how groundwater works, 
learning about your well and understanding 
how to properly maintain it.

Proper water well siting, construction, main-
tenance and plugging will help protect your 
well from biofouling and contamination, save 
you costly repairs, and ensure your well water 
yields are sustained over many years.

Find out what you can do to protect your well. 
Attend the FREE water well management 
workshop being hosted by Brazeau County, 
and presented by the Working Well Program, 
with technical expertise provided by Alberta 
Agriculture and Forestry, Alberta Environment 
and Parks, Alberta Health Services and licensed 
water well drillers. 

CONSIDER HOW YOUR LIFE WOULD CHANGE 
IF YOU LOST YOUR WATER SUPPLY!
Working Well Workshop
March 16th, 2017 
6 p.m. start
Brazeau County 
Administration Office
7401 Twp Rd 494

During the workshop we will cover:
• Groundwater – how it works
• Water quality and quantity testing
• Well protection – protecting your 

well from contamination
• Basic well maintenance
• Water sampling – how to do it 

To attend the workshop, please 
pre-register by calling Tara 
McGinn at the Brazeau County  
Administration Office:
(780) 542-7777. 
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GROWTH 
MARKET
The Evergreen Farmers Market finds 
fertile ground and bears fruit for both 

vendors and customers alike.
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Like the fresh produce on display each 
week, the Drayton Valley Evergreen 
Farmers Market is grown with care. Over 
the past few years, the market has seen a 
number of changes to benefit both ven-
dors and customers.

From the move to a new home, the addi-
tion of Saturday markets, and the new 
year-round schedule, the market has 
become a favourite for both local and 
out-of-town vendors.

“There is a sense of community here,” 
says Wayne Ankerstein of A & A Sau-
sage in Calmar, who has been coming 
to the Drayton Valley market for nearly 
a decade. “The people are friendly, and 
the vendors buy from each other.”

He is happy with all of the changes made 
recently, and finds he sees more custom-
ers in Drayton Valley than he does at the 
bigger markets he sells at.

“The Saturday markets are working well 
for me, and this is a great location,” he 
says of the Wellhouse building. The Mar-
ket moved into the space at 5416 Indus-
trial Road from the Omniplex on Septem-
ber 23, 2016. “Parking as well as loading 
and unloading product is much easier,” 
he says. In addition, Ankerstein now has 
three markets to participate in during the 
winter, instead of two.

Market Manager Colleen Schoeninger 
was tasked by the Drayton Valley Agricul-
tural Society with improving the market 
three years ago, a challenge that appeals 
to her. “I like change, and I am a creative 
person,” she says, and with a background 
in sociology, economic development, 
management, and community connec-
tions, she relished the chance to meet 
the society’s and her own expectations.

There have been substantial visible 
changes, and some other improvements 
behind the scenes. Market-goers can not 
only browse and shop the 50 vendors’ 
tables, but enjoy a meal or a snack at the 
Ag Society concession and re-connect 
with friends. Schoeninger is seeing more 
and more people take advantage of this 
part of the market.

❝ ❝“The market is where I started 
selling, and I’ve never stopped 

coming. It helps me get my 
name out there, and I’ve done 

good business.”

Elizabeth Seutter-Rosell of Clover Grove Honey Farms interacts with the 
stream of shoppers that pass by.
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“People go to the market for the social 
aspect,” she says. “It is their weekly 
outing. We’ve also seen that people 
are coming down on their breaks from 
work, bringing a shopping list from their 
co-workers, and taking back things to 
share at the office.”

Out of the view of customers, Schoe-
ninger has been working with vendors 
to help them succeed, offering help with 
Food Safe certification, marketing, pre-
sentation, and information technology. 
For some, the market and the assistance 
it provides are crucial.

“For some people, the market is their live-
lihood, it’s how they maintain their inde-
pendence or pay their bills,” Schoeninger 
says. Others are not in the same situa-
tion, but still find the market is incredi-
bly valuable for the community connec-
tions and social environment or to give 
them a sense of purpose.

“This is an incredibly important part of my 
business,” says Elizabeth Seutter-Rosell of 
Clovergrove Honey Farms in Buck Creek. 

“The market is where I started selling, and 
I’ve never stopped coming. It helps me 
get my name out there, and I’ve done 
good business.”

She’s thrilled with the new year-round 
schedule that took effect this month (the 
market is usually on hiatus from Janu-
ary to March; this year it opened Janu-
ary 18th). “Now we don’t have to wait – 
we can keep serving the community with 
local honey, which is important.”

Another way the market supports local 
entrepreneurs is to provide a table for 
$15 a week, or about $800 a year, less 
than the cost of a single town business 
licence for transient vendors outside the 
area. And it’s just as valid now as in the 
days before online shopping and sites 
like Etsy, where artisans sell their work 
as well.

“People still want to try things,” Schoe-
ninger says. “They want to touch it, see it, 
have their senses engaged. Your senses 
aren’t engaged online.” Where virtual 
purchases can be useful, she says, is when 
a vendor is not available at the market 
every week. An online shop means cus-
tomers can still get their product.

The addition of special Saturday mar-
kets has been a huge boom for vendors 
like Victoria Wilk of Naked Home Bath 
Products in Drayton Valley. Because her 
clientele is mostly children, the Satur-
day markets have allowed her to dou-
ble her sales over Wednesdays. Wilk 
also likes that the market offers Market 
Bucks and the Power of Produce Kids 
Club, unique among the five markets she 
participates in.

Saturdays have been a big hit, Schoe-
ninger confirms. The Christmas in Sep-
tember two-day event saw 100 vendors 
each day. The market pre-sold 450 tick-
ets for the Friday evening market, and 
saw between 1,000 and 1,500 people 
through the doors the next day. The last 
Saturday of the month market continued 
through the fall and there were fifteen 

vendors on a wait list for the final Satur-
day’s due to space limitations and num-
ber of tables currently available.

Schoeninger sees the mandate of the 
market as part of the Agricultural Soci-
ety’s, which is to support the agricultural 
community, and it does. In addition to 
providing a storefront for local producers, 
the Wednesday market attracts 500 peo-
ple each week, people who can pick up 
information on the local agricultural com-
munity and the educational material that 
is made available. This reach to the pub-
lic is made even larger by the addition of 
Saturday markets. In 2017 there will be 
50 markets with average attendance of 
500 each, which means potentially over 
25,000 visits. Some will be repeats and 
some will be once but hopefully every-
one takes away a positive experience 
with local products. Investing in the mar-
ket is a more efficient model than put-
ting money into one-time events that 
might see 300-500 people with a much 
more limited demographic draw. Schoe-
ninger says, “By growing the market, we 
are supporting local business and put-
ting the money back into the community.”

The Drayton Valley Evergreen Farmers 
Market resumed on Jan. 18. You can find 
the market at the Wellhouse building 
on Industrial Road, and the market is 
open from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Find 
the market online on Facebook or at  
www.dvevergreenfarmersmarket.ca.

Photos:

This page: 

Nature Spring Farm serves up Crepes

Facing page:

Market customers shop for knitwear.

 Naked Home Bath Products offers a variety of 
fun bath products popular with children. 

The 100 km Kitchen Company sets up for the  
arrival of customers.

Deranged Yeworks supplies hand dyed wool.

Doef's Greenhouses offers a dazzling array of  
produce, even in the middle of winter.

Wood Crafts on offer.

Kick Ass Caramels attracts a steady stream of 
"taste testers" with sample trays.

Musician Cynthia Hamar was on hand to add to 
the atmosphere .
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Richert 
Farm
Avolt Richert was born on October 28, 1924 in Jnetamor, Rus-
sia. His parents Martin and Albertina (Buss) Richert traveled by 
boat, to Pier 21 in Halifax, Nova Scotia with daughter Hertha, 
son Avolt, and daughter Teresa.  They came across the Cana-
dian Prairies to their destination in Alberta. They lived in Bru-
derheim, Alberta for one year and later homesteaded the 
Richert farm in the fall of 1928 near Rocky Rapids.  Martin and 
Albertina had five children in total.

Drayton Valley and District 
Agricultural Pioneer and 
Farm Family Awards

Martin Richert sold three acres of land to the Rocky Rapids 
Community League where they built the Rocky Rapids com-
munity hall.  A lot of dances, pie or box socials, picnics, wiener 
roasts, fall chicken suppers and bazaars helped raise money.

Avolt bought his parents’ farm in the spring of 1949.  Avolt was 
25 years old at that time.

He married Hilde Seutter on January 21, 1955 and  they farmed 
and had six children.  They sold the farm to Bruce and Naomi 
Richert in 2002.  Avolt continued helping with the farm after 
it was sold, until he was 85 years old in 2010.

Pioneer
Family 
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John was born in Star Alberta, and moved with his parents to 
Violet Grove in 1931 or 1932.  They homesteaded in this area 
after having to clear 80 acres on each of three quarters to get 
title to the land. John remembers that he had to walk five miles 
to the school in Violet Grove

Beatrice grew up in Cardston, Alberta, and moved to the 
Drayton Valley area when she was 16.  She met John at the 

Kelli-Lynn Robertson 
Memorial scholarship
A few years back the community lost an amazing member, 
and to honour her vibrancy and fulsome living, the Drayton 
Valley & District Agricultural Society, along with her parents 
Linda and Darwayne Claypool, decided to award a scholar-
ship in her honour.

Kelli herself was awarded numerous scholarships for her 
post-secondary education through academic achievement, 
sports, 4H and high school rodeo.  

Berezowski
Farm

Lodgepole service station where she was working and they 
were married on Nov 10th, 1958.  

They had five boys and one girl, Brian, Kathy, Stanley, Dwayne, 
Gary, and Lorne, who lives on the home place. 

While their passion was farming, raising cattle and putting up 
grain, John also worked in logging camps and in the oilfield to 
help subsidize the farming income.  

John and Beatrice still live where he was raised on the quarter 
next to his parents’ original home. 

Kelli touched the lives of many people, whether she was work-
ing or playing.  If you told Kelli that a girl couldn’t do it, you 
can be darn sure that she would get it done! Nothing held this 
girl back. She even gave her high school valedictorian address 
one week after her 2nd surgery.  

The applicants for the scholarship must meet the criteria of 
being in an agricultural-related program and attain superior 
grades.  This year we had two applicants that met these cri-
teria and the Claypools chose to share the scholarship with 
both of them. 

This year’s recipients are Lisa Reich and Brody Hines.

Drayton Valley and District 
Agricultural Society scholarship 
Drayton Valley and District Agricultural Society scholarship win-
ners are Amariah Kathol, Delaney Hines, and Morgan Guyon.

Pioneer

Family 

http://www.dvagsociety.com/
http://www.dvagsociety.com/
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Ed’s history goes back a few generations, as it was Ed's grand-
father that first homesteaded where the family still lives today. 
He came from Nebraska to Alberta in 1919 and acquired his 
first homestead in 1921. His reasons for coming here were 
vague, but he had a bullet hole in each leg and it was never 
talked about. 

By the time Edward was born on the ranch in 1942, it was a 
busy place with cattle, horses and crops. By the end of World 
War II the vets that needed a place to mend found no better 
place than along the river. 

The stories about Ed’s family and the place they all love could 
fill a book. Ed’s parents and grandparents worked hard and 
didn't ask for much and were true pioneers. Success meant a 
sharp axe, a full smokehouse and a good team of horses. Now 
close to 100 years later the fifth generation of Ed's family is 

still on the river running cattle and horses, and still working 
on helping out in the community 

Edward and Viola Wood were married in 1975, Ed a 33-year-
old bachelor, Vickie a widow with four teenage children. Ed 
and Vicky had two more sons, in 1976 and 1979. They set-
tled into farming and ranching life on Ed's family place for 34 
years. They shared life's ups and downs together. Many peo-
ple came and went through their door and sat at their table. 
People knew that the coffee was always on and the meal was 
just minutes away for those that were hungry. When you speak 
about a person's involvement in the community or their vol-
unteer efforts it would be safe to say Ed and Vicky were run-
ning a soup kitchen and a free boarding house for countless 
people out of work and just needing a bed for a night or a year.  

Ed’s son Alton would like to pass on that he is very proud of 
his heritage and he can only hope that his dad is as proud of 
him as he is of his dad. 

Wood Farm

Linda Davis presents Adam Eckert a stained glass window 
and the Urshyshuns family plaque.

Woodruff family aggregate winner at bench show.

PioneerFamily 
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Bart was indoctrinated into farming when his parents Romeo 
and Shirley moved from Saskatchewan to Easyford in 1959. 
Together with his siblings Valorie, Beverly, Roxanne, Becky, 
Raccine and Ronny. They all learned to work hard and at times 
had to help save the farm.

In 1972, shortly after graduating Bart left the farm to work in 
the oil and gas industry for the next 18 years. His work took 
him from Inuvik to Fort McMurray, Slave Lake, Lloydminster, 
Macklin, Saskatchewan and many other areas. His revenue 
was invested back into this community.

In the fall of 1989 he left the industry and decided to farm 
full-time. He had acquired approximately 20 quarters of land 
and began raising his livestock and native animals. He invested 
in livestock with his father and began purchasing land for his 
own ranching dreams. He acquired the first game farm license, 
which allowed him to raise native animals such as whitetail 
deer, mule deer, reindeer and elk.

In 1991 disaster struck as he had purchased some additional 
elk and one of these animals had TB. With Canada’s scorched 
earth policy, all of his native animals had to be put down, along 
with the herd of Simmental cattle that he had raised with his 
father. This disaster was a significant setback.

Bart picked himself up and re-established a herd of deer, elk 
and a new focus of raising bison.

Farming was going reasonably well until the droughts of 2001 
and 2002, coupled with BSE. And once again the entire live-
stock industry went into decline. Once again the values and 
work ethic he learned growing up on the family farm gave 
him the intestinal fortitude to hang on until things got better.

The trades and skills Bart learned away from the farm as well 
as the work ethic he gained on the farm gave him the ability to 
build his own home, shops, and barns. These savings helped to 
weather the financial storms that seem to plague agriculture.

His daughters Morgan and Brooklyn have been a huge help 
in times of need and have helped shape the future of what 
happens on the ranch both with production and the facili-
ties required.

In spite of the setbacks his ranch has been growing each and 
every year.  His bison herd has stabilized at approximately 
200 head and his elk herd, which includes Russian white elk, 
averages 50 head. The ranch also maintains 30 head of cattle.

Today the ever-expanding Guyon ranch has quadrupled and 
has expanded into five counties and two provinces.

Guyon 
Farm

Photos: Mstydon Photography

Farm 
Family 
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This is the fifth installment of a 12-part series on Crime Pre-
vention for the Drayton Valley area. The Drayton Valley RCMP 
is committed to assisting this community, and the intent of 
this series is to educate and inform the public on property 
crime, and what to do when you become a victim of it. While 
these tips may not solve all of your crime issues in the area, 
these tips will go a long way in assisting the investigators of 
your local Detachment in hopefully either recovering prop-
erty and/or detecting the culprits involved in these crimes.  

Part 5: Online and Telemarketing Scams:

So imagine this scene - you are on your computer or internet 
connected device when you receive an email.  It looks offi-
cial, saying that you are the sole heir of a vast fortune from 
a long lost family relative. All you need to do is send some 
money to cover legal fees. Then money for transportation.  
Then more money for some other issue.  Before you know it 
you have sent thousands of dollars and no fortune is coming- 
you have been the victim of a scam.  Online scams have been 
increasing in frequency and in the sophistication of the way 
criminals are bilking people out of their hard earned money.  

Some of the common ones that your local Detachment  
receives complaints about are as follows:

1. The online dating scam - this is where people go looking 
for a partner and those feelings are played upon by crim-
inals who are looking for an individual who may be sus-
ceptible to being scammed.  Unfortunately what happens 
a lot of times is the love interest is in another country and 
“needs money to get a flight to see them” or some other 
excuse, which is more commonly paid than not by the vic-
tim- and leaving that victim paying, not only with a broken 
heart but an empty bank account.  

2. The “something is wrong with your computer” scam - 
commonly known as phishing.  You either get an email 
from Microsoft, or some other online entity like Amazon, 
Paypal, Yahoo or many others saying if you don’t respond 
your account will be suspended.  The link requests you to 

enter your information and log in - but really what you 
are doing is providing your information to some criminal 
organization who will take that to assist in stealing your 
identity, or worse.  Always check the link to see what the 
address is - and if you have any doubts contact the com-
pany involved to verify, using known contact information, 
not the contact info on the email.  As an FYI this can also 
happen via text message or via phone as well.  

3. The Marketplace type scam - this can be used on sites 
such as Kijiji, or Craigslist to name a couple- and usually 
what occurs is a person is interested in buying your item 
however wants to send a cheque and when it gets to you, 
is for much more than you had asked, usually for “ship-
ping” or something like that, and with a request to cash 
the cheque and send back the excess funds.  What is really 
happening is this is a fake cheque and the victim is send-
ing back real money to the fraudster.  Always deal person-
ally where able and best practice is to receive payment 
with cash, in person.

4. The classic Sweepstakes scam - You get notified you won a 
sweepstakes, but need to cover the processing fees and/
or taxes.  When the person pays, no money ever arrives 
back.

Then we move to the telemarketers - the ones who call and 
use a number of techniques to separate you from your mon-
ey.  Some use pressure tactics - and claim to be a represen-
tative of the Canada Revenue Agency or the RCMP.   Some 
things to watch out for that will tell you if this is a legitimate 
call or not are:

1. No government agency will tell you that you have to pay 
a “fine” or “taxes” via a pre-paid credit card or iTunes 
cards.  In a couple of cases it has been reported the use 
of threatening language to pressure people by saying they 
will be arrested if they don’t pay a “fine” on the phone, 
or “unlocking your computer.” The RCMP will not ever get 
you to pay a fine over the phone by providing your credit 
card info.

SCAMS!
Slick operators are well versed in 
separating you from your money
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2. They will not ask for your financial information - remem-
ber - this is supposed to be the Canada Revenue Agency- 
they should have your information already.  Them asking 
for it is a sure sign something is not right.

3. Ask for ways to legitimize the call - ask for a number to 
call them back. Then check with a known number from a 
directory to confirm this is actually who is calling. If you 
cannot confirm through these methods, or in doubt of the 
call, hang up. You can call the agency directly to get re-con-
nected with whomever is calling if absolutely necessary.  
Also be aware that some places will have a fake caller ID.  
As such most agencies should have no problem giving you 
a number you can check out before calling back.  

4. Some telemarketers will call asking for donations to a 
cause, and play on the sympathies of the victim, for inci-
dents such as the recent wildfires or so on. All non prof-
it charities should be registered and giving money to a 
cause like a GoFundMe page is basically giving money to 
someone with no accountability.  

The problem with all of these scams is you should start to 
see a pattern emerging, one that ultimately means the victim 
pays some sort of fee or cash up front to get something, or 
provides personal information with the criminal getting the 
benefit. Millions upon millions of dollars are lost every year 
in this fashion. The statement “If it’s too good to be true, it is” 
readily applies in most cases.

So what to do if this happens? First of all, gather as much 
details as you can. If it’s an email from an unknown source, 
don’t open it. Most times if you check the properties of the 

email you can copy down the information or take a screen 
shot of it. Sometimes an email from an unknown source has 
a virus so please be sure your anti-virus protection is up to 
date.  If it’s a phone call, take down the number and what the 
phone call is about.  More often than not the Police will have 
a record of the number involved in the same type of offence.  
In all cases, please report this information to the Police. If 
you have been the victim of a crime for this type of offence, 
please also report it.  Sometimes it can be personally embar-
rassing to have fallen victim to these scams but it’s better to 
have the information out there so possibly these fraudsters 
can be caught with enough information to act on it.  

Some good reference material to review for your information 
and education are:

The Canada Revenue Agency at:  
www.cra.gc.ca/fraudprevention 

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police at:  
www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/scams-fraudes/index-eng.htm 

Next month, we will discuss mischief to property and what to 
do when reporting it.

Yours in Service, 

Staff Sergeant M.F. Callihoo 
Detachment Commander 
Drayton Valley RCMP

The Drayton Valley Hospital 
is pleased to announce: 

Our CT Scanner  
has arrived!
Unforunately, we have a shortfall of 
approximately $300,000 and the  
Drayton Valley Health Services  
Foundation continues to raise funds  
for the CT4DV Campaign.

Watch for announcement of an official 
opening in the next few weeks.

http://www.cra.gc.ca/fraudprevention
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/scams-fraudes/index-eng.htm
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Family and Community 
support Services (FCSS)

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






Topics Include: 

        Credit Bureau/ Identity Theft             Financing Post-Secondary Education 

         Financial Planning & Goal Setting  Estate Planning 

        Budgeting /Smart Shopping   Car/Home  Insurance 

         Filing Your Tax Return    And more ….. 








  These FREE classes run  every Thursday 

from February 16, 2017—March 16, 2017 

6:30—9:30 pm 

Rotary House (4743 46 Street) 

Contact Lola (780) 514-2200. to register now! 
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         Financial Planning & Goal Setting  Estate Planning 

        Budgeting /Smart Shopping   Car/Home  Insurance 

         Filing Your Tax Return    And more ….. 








  These FREE classes run  every Thursday 

from February 16, 2017—March 16, 2017 

6:30—9:30 pm 

Rotary House (4743 46 Street) 

Contact Lola (780) 514-2200. to register now! 

 

  



Making Financial Cents Program
Take charge of your money, take charge of your life

This program is unique to Drayton Valley and is facilitated 
by 11 local experts who want to help you make the most 

informed financial decisions that you can. 
Whether you are in a challenging financial situation or just 

want to learn more.

 There is something for everyone.

• Credit Bureau / Identity Theft

• Financial Planning & Goal Setting

• Budgeting / Smart Shopping

• Filing Your Tax Return

• Financing Your Post-Secondary Education

• Estate Planning

• Car / Home Insurance

• And much more.

These FREE Classes run every Thursday from 
February 16th, 2017 - March 16, 2017

6:30 - 9:30 pm at the Rotary House 4743 46 Street
Contact Lola to register now! 780-514-2200

Do you know someone 
who needs a safe place 

to sleep tonight?

The Community Mat Program 
provides temporary overnight 
shelter. We are located in the 

Drayton Valley United Church and 
run from 9pm to7:30am. (hours 

& days of operation are subject to 
volunteer availability.) Clients must 
access the program between 9pm 

and 11pm to guarantee a spot. 
Please contact Emily with FCSS for 
current information and additional 
resources or if you are interested 

in volunteering.

Office Hours: 8am - 4:30pm
Emily: 780-514-2221 or text 

780-898-6037 
(no answer? call 780-514-2200)
After Hours: Call Alberta Works 

Emergency Assistance Line
1-866-644-5135. Call Emily and 

leave a message.

Check our Facebook page for the 
most up-to-date schedule and 

information.

htttps://www.facebook.com/
draytonvalleyhomelessness
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Subsidized Counselling & Family Mental 
Health Now available through Registered 
Psychologist Peter Miller, M.C.

Effective therapy provided for commonly faced issues, including:

• Anxiety
• Depression
• Relational Difficulty

Call Breton FCSS for more information. 780-696-3636. 
For residents in the Village of Breton and Brazeau 
County East of the North Saskatchewan River.

• Substance Abuse
• Emotional Difficulty
• Anger Management

Breton & Area
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Community Volunteer Income Tax Program
Lend a hand! Become a TAX Volunteer 

March 1 - April 29, 2017
Many taxpayers do not know how to prepare their income tax and benefit return themselves.

We need your help to provide this valuable community service to people who have low income and 
simple tax situations.

Benefits of Volunteering include:
• Receive tax training from Canada Revenue Agency

• Receive free tax software, reference material and training

• Help others and give back to your community 

• increase your personal tax knowledge and learn new skills

• set your own hours, volunteer as much or as little as you can.

Flexible one hour training sessions will begin in February!

For more information please call 780-514-2206
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Family Day 
Celebrations
Monday February 20, 2017  •  1:00 - 3:00 pm
Breton Centraplex and RV Park
• skating
• Wagon Rides
• Face Painting
• Craft Area
• Free Hot Dogs, Popcorn and Hot Chocolate 

(please bring roasting sticks & lawn chairs) 

Hosted by Breton and Area Family and Community 
Support Services - FCSS. 
For more information 
please call 780-696-3636





 







 



























 







 























Doors open at 5:30 pm 
Food served from 6:00 pm  to 7:30 pm 

        



            

  Third Tuesday  
of each month 

in 2017 
 EVERYONE WELCOME 

  Pay what 
you can 

OR 
Nothing at 

all 

 

January’s dinner hosted by: 
The Healthy Community Coalition   

SUICIDETALK
dealing openly with the 
stigma around suicide

A  suicideTALK session is an exploration 
of some of the most challenging attitudinal 

issues around suicide. Guided by a 
certified facilitator, participants will have an 
open and honest discussion about suicide, 
be introduced to the helping steps of TALK 

(Tell, Ask, Listen, Keep safe) and learn 
what they can do to make themselves, 
their loved ones and their communities 

suicide safer.

For more information 780-621-2363 
pembinacrisisconnectionsociety@gmail.com





 







 























Breton & Area
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Community 
Connection

Environmental Education 
Programs

The Eagle Point – Blue Rapids Parks 
Council offers a range of high quality, 
curriculum linked environmental, expe-
riential education programs to teach-
ers, students, and community groups 
in Drayton Valley and Brazeau County. 
We’re excited about each opportunity 
we have to encourage youth to be active 
outdoors and to connect with nature 
while respecting and learning from our 
wild places. 

The Parks Council has a program for every 
season and age group, from elementary 
to high school. Our education programs 
are available to school groups as well as 
to community members and groups in 
Drayton Valley and Brazeau County. 

Learn in an outdoor classroom and dis-
cover nature through these FREE fun, 
interactive winter programs! 

Science of Snow 
Primary Grades: Animal Lifecycles, 
Weather Watch Students will learn how 
snowflakes are formed and create some 
snowflakes of their own during this pro-
gram! They will also learn about winter 
animal adaptations that allow wildlife in 
Alberta to survive our long winters. Then 
we’ll venture outside to build quinzee 
snow shelters for some little critters 
and have fun playing interactive games 
that teach about winter habitats and 
hibernation. 

Grade 8: Mix and Flow of Matter 
Secondary Grades: Snow Chemistry, 
Data Collection 
Students will do a scientific study on 
snow and determine the amount of snow 
and water in an area through calculations 
including volume, mass, and area. Stu-
dents will also learn about animal adap-
tations in the winter and how snowfall 
affects the environment. 

Geocaching 
Grade 7 – 9: Geography and 
Mapping, Data Collection 
This program will teach students how to 
use a GPS and provide an opportunity 
to discuss the pros and cons of GPS vs. a 
compass. Students can go on a high-tech 
treasure hunt for caches placed along the 
trails! The Parks Council will supply the 
GPS’, maps and other materials required 
for this program. Students and teachers 
are invited to bring small trinkets or trea-
sures of their own (ex. Key chains, pens, 
bracelet, etc.) to leave in the caches once 
they are found. 

Introduction to Outdoor Survival 
Grade 7 – 9: Environment and 
Outdoor Education 
Get out of the classroom and into the 
wilderness of the boreal forest! Through 
individually-led and hands-on activities, 
students will learn the difficulties of out-
door survival and rewards of having the 
necessary skills. We will discuss the essen-
tials for surviving outdoors in all seasons 
(especially the cold boreal winters), we’ll 
search for natural tinder and kindling, 
and even light a small fire with flint and 
steel! Students will learn the importance 
of teamwork for survival when partici-
pating in activities. We will also discuss 
human and animal adaptations for sur-
viving boreal winters, how human dis-
turbance can impact local wildlife’s abil-
ity to survive, and the responsibilities for 

personal safety that come with outdoor 
recreation. This program is not designed 
to be a survival course – rather to pique 
student interest in the subject of Out-
door Survival. 

Marvellous Misunderstood Bats 
Preschool – Grade 6: Various 
Curriculum Links 
Bats play a very important role in our 
Boreal ecosystem and need our protec-
tion! During this interactive presentation, 
students will learn all about the differ-
ent kinds of bats in Alberta and through-
out the world. We will explore the parts 
of a bat, food sources, special adapta-
tions (i.e. hibernation and echolocation), 
and threats to bat survival. Students will 
also have the chance to participate in fun 
games that allow them to experience the 
world as a bat! Different focuses will be 
made to match different grade curricu-
lum links. 

Tracks and Scats 
All Grade Levels 
Take your class or group on a snowshoe-
ing adventure in the backyard of your 
school or on a local parks system trail! 
The Parks Council has the following snow-
shoes for use: 12 pairs of Tykers (up to 
80lbs) 12 pairs of Youth (up to 125lbs) 2 
pairs of Women (up to 180lbs) 4 pairs of 
Adult (up to 180lbs). 

For more information or to book a pro-
gram, go to our website at 
www.epbrparkscouncil.org (then click 
Learn) or e-mail outreach@epbrparks-
council.org 

Thank you to our many education pro-
gram sponsors – Keyera, Pembina Pipe-
line, ARC Resources Ltd., Earth & Iron, 
Drayton Valley Rotary Club, Drayton Val-
ley Community Foundation, Alberta Parks

The Early Childhood Development Centre will partner with Eldorado School in 2017 to offer 
subsidized programming on alternative Kindergarten Days / Professional Development Days.
Class schedule: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Please contact us for rates, subsidy application information 
and to register.      780-514-2248  •  ecdc@draytonvalley.ca
This new program currently in the licensing application process

Youth Programs

Youth Hangin’ 
with Friends
Common Grounds Cafe
A safe space providing a relaxed, inclusive environment 

where you can truly be yourself! Youth Hangin’ with 

Friends, a programming space supporting positive 

youth-led and youth-focused activities.

Breakout Events!
February 19, March 12, April 9th 

You are locked in a room for 45 minutes and you need to find a way to escape! 

There are objects, codes, and hints hidden throughout the room that can 

help you get out, if you’re willing to think 

outside the box! In a team you’ll need to 

think together, work together, and most 

importantly, laugh together in order to 

escape. The game is for teams of 2 to 8 

people and for those ages 13 and older. If 

you get stuck and need a clue, don’t worry, 

the game masters will guide you through!

W O R K S H O P S

Shoestring Style!
Saturday, February 25th
8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Shop til you drop at an Edmonton Value 
Village!

Week of March 4th
Two (2) hour “Assemble Creation” session!

Saturday, March 11th
Model your creation!
$10.00 gets you bus transportation to and 
from a day of shopping at Value Village in 
Edmonton, a $20 shopping coupon, lunch 
plus the assistance of Martine and Katanya 
(of Feathers and Facets) in assembling an 
outfit to add to your wardrobe and maybe 
even a chance to model your outift!

The Art of Temporary Tattoos 
with Kylie!
Friday, February 10th • 6:00 - 9:30 pm
Express yourself through the art of tattoos - sketch and transfer your 

own temporary tattoo design on yourself or a friend! You’ll get your 

questions about safe tattooing answered by our pro, Kylie of Kitty Tats 

Studio, and learn about the history of tattooing!

Textile Art 
with Michelle!

Fridays, 
March 3 & 10

6:30 - 9:30 pm
The range of textile art being created from 
recycled or reclaimed goods is testament to the versatility offered by making use of stuff that 
has had a life already! There is nothing pre-planned about the process; engage you inner  
creativity and rely entirely on your artistic instincts.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
   Recreation Programs

For registration information please contact 
JeanAnne 780.514.2560 or email 

programmingcoordinator@draytonvalley.ca

LOCATION: 
Dv Community Centre
5203 - 50 Street, Drayton Valey, AB 
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Sunday, February 5, 2017
11:00 am - 3:00 pm

h Free Admission & Refreshments  i

Multiple Vendor Showcase 
throughout the event!

MacKenzie Conference Centre
5745 - 45 Avenue
Drayton Valley, AB

Please call 780.514.2233 for more information!

ih

You’re invited!

Featuring

Sean Lecomber & 

Lisa Baker!

Saturday,
February 18, 2017

Doors open at 7:00 pm 
Show starts at 8:00!

WIN 
a door prize!

MacKenzie Conference Centre
5737 - 45 Avenue, Drayton Valley, AB

TICKETS 18+ only:

$40/each OR 2 for $75!
Appetizers are included in ticket price!

Available at the Omniplex Front Desk

Get yours early and pick your seat!

Tree of Love 
The Clemmer family officially lit the Tree of Love at the Dray-
ton Valley Hospital and Care Centre last month in memory of 
their daughter Megan Waltz, who was lost in a car accident 
in January 2016. Students from Drayton Christian School sang 
carols as the tree was lit. The Tree of Love offers an opportu-
nity for donors to leave a message of remembrance in hon-
our of those not with us at Christmas.

Beehive Support Services Association is a non profit, 
registered charity specializing in providing support 
in 24 hour residential supported independent living; 
employment and community inclusion.

We encourage all individuals with disabilities to make 
their own decisions; direct their own lives and to be 
contributing members of society.

Please contact us if you have any questions or wish to 
volunteer with this amazing organization

780-542-3113
www.beehivesupportservicesassociation.com

Supporting individuals with disabilities in Drayton Valley 
and the surrounding communities since 1976!
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If your non-profit organization would like us to include any information about your group, your upcoming events or announcements, please forward your information to 
Ken  MacInnis at the Brazeau County Office.  kmacinnis@brazeau.ab.ca 

Brazeau County has the right to review, edit or reject submitted articles for inclusion into the Brazeau News.  
Content will be subject to space availability and appropriateness to the newsletter theme.Disclaimer:
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A safe space providing a relaxed, inclusive environment 

where you can truly be yourself! Youth Hangin’ with 

Friends, a programming space supporting positive 

youth-led and youth-focused activities.

Breakout Events!
February 19, March 12, April 9th 

You are locked in a room for 45 minutes and you need to find a way to escape! 

There are objects, codes, and hints hidden throughout the room that can 

help you get out, if you’re willing to think 

outside the box! In a team you’ll need to 

think together, work together, and most 

importantly, laugh together in order to 

escape. The game is for teams of 2 to 8 

people and for those ages 13 and older. If 

you get stuck and need a clue, don’t worry, 

the game masters will guide you through!

W O R K S H O P S

Shoestring Style!
Saturday, February 25th
8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Shop til you drop at an Edmonton Value 
Village!

Week of March 4th
Two (2) hour “Assemble Creation” session!

Saturday, March 11th
Model your creation!
$10.00 gets you bus transportation to and 
from a day of shopping at Value Village in 
Edmonton, a $20 shopping coupon, lunch 
plus the assistance of Martine and Katanya 
(of Feathers and Facets) in assembling an 
outfit to add to your wardrobe and maybe 
even a chance to model your outift!

The Art of Temporary Tattoos 
with Kylie!
Friday, February 10th • 6:00 - 9:30 pm
Express yourself through the art of tattoos - sketch and transfer your 

own temporary tattoo design on yourself or a friend! You’ll get your 

questions about safe tattooing answered by our pro, Kylie of Kitty Tats 

Studio, and learn about the history of tattooing!

Textile Art 
with Michelle!

Fridays, 
March 3 & 10

6:30 - 9:30 pm
The range of textile art being created from 
recycled or reclaimed goods is testament to the versatility offered by making use of stuff that 
has had a life already! There is nothing pre-planned about the process; engage you inner  
creativity and rely entirely on your artistic instincts.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
   Recreation Programs

For registration information please contact 
JeanAnne 780.514.2560 or email 

programmingcoordinator@draytonvalley.ca

LOCATION: 
Dv Community Centre
5203 - 50 Street, Drayton Valey, AB 

Don't Miss These Youth Programs:
Live Wire Drama with Caitlyn & Beth!
Mondays, January 23 to March 6, 2017 5 - 7 pm  
No class February 20 (Family Day!) 
Cost: $70 for this 6 week program  -  Ages: 5 to 10
Enter the exciting world of expression, improv, drama games and sto-
rytelling! Friends and family will be invited to an open house perfor-
mance on the last day!

Arts In Action with Robyn!
In partnership with the Drayton Valley Fine Art Society
Wednesday, January 18 & 25 6:00 - 9:00 pm  
Ages: 10 to 14   Cost: $10 
Learn how to paint with watercolours and acrylics!

Art Journaling with Maggie!
Monday, March 20, 2017 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Ages: 10 to 14  -  Cost: $30
Take a leap into the world of art journaling and discover your inner 
creativity! During this fun and imaginative class, kids will create an 
art journal using words and mixed-media art.

Muck & Mess with Karly!
Saturdays, February 4 to March 11 10:00 am - NOON
Ages: 6 to 9 
Cost: $70 for this 6 week program
Get into your art with various projects, using lots of imagination and 
materials!

Youth Hangin’ with Friends
Common Grounds Cafe
A safe space providing a relaxed, inclusive environment where you 
can truly be yourself! Youth Hangin’ with Friends, a programming 
space supporting positive youth-led and youth-focused activities.

Shoestring Style!
Saturday, February 25th 8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Shop til you drop at an Edmonton Value Village!
Week of March 4th 
Two (2) hour “Assemble Creation” session!
Saturday, March 11th - Model your creation!
$10.00 gets you bus transportation to and from a day of shopping at 
Value Village in Edmonton, a $20 shopping coupon, lunch plus the 
assistance of Martine and Katanya (of Feathers and Facets) in assem-
bling an outfit to add to your wardrobe.

Textile Art with Michelle!
Fridays, March 3 & 10 6:30 - 9:30 pm
The range of textile art being created from recycled or reclaimed goods 
is testament to the versatility offered by making use of stuff that has 
had a life already! There is nothing pre-planned about the process; 
engage you inner  creativity and rely entirely on your artistic instincts.

Breakout Events!
February 19, March 12, April 9th
You are locked in a room for 45 minutes and you need to find a way 
to escape! There are objects, codes, and hints hidden throughout 
the room that can help you get out, if you’re willing to think outside 
the box! In a team you’ll need to think together, work together, and 
most importantly, laugh together in order to escape. The game is for 
teams of 2 to 8 people and for those ages 13 and older. 

The Art of Temporary Tattoos with Kylie!
Friday, February 10th - 6:00 - 9:30 pm
Express yourself through the art of tattoos - sketch and transfer your 
own temporary tattoo design on yourself or a friend! 

For registration information please contact JeanAnne 780.514.2560 
or email programmingcoordinator@draytonvalley.ca

Youth Programs

Youth Hangin’ 
with Friends
Common Grounds Cafe
A safe space providing a relaxed, inclusive environment 

where you can truly be yourself! Youth Hangin’ with 

Friends, a programming space supporting positive 

youth-led and youth-focused activities.

Breakout Events!
February 19, March 12, April 9th 

You are locked in a room for 45 minutes and you need to find a way to escape! 

There are objects, codes, and hints hidden throughout the room that can 

help you get out, if you’re willing to think 

outside the box! In a team you’ll need to 

think together, work together, and most 

importantly, laugh together in order to 

escape. The game is for teams of 2 to 8 

people and for those ages 13 and older. If 

you get stuck and need a clue, don’t worry, 

the game masters will guide you through!

W O R K S H O P S

Shoestring Style!
Saturday, February 25th
8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Shop til you drop at an Edmonton Value 
Village!

Week of March 4th
Two (2) hour “Assemble Creation” session!

Saturday, March 11th
Model your creation!
$10.00 gets you bus transportation to and 
from a day of shopping at Value Village in 
Edmonton, a $20 shopping coupon, lunch 
plus the assistance of Martine and Katanya 
(of Feathers and Facets) in assembling an 
outfit to add to your wardrobe and maybe 
even a chance to model your outift!

The Art of Temporary Tattoos 
with Kylie!
Friday, February 10th • 6:00 - 9:30 pm
Express yourself through the art of tattoos - sketch and transfer your 

own temporary tattoo design on yourself or a friend! You’ll get your 

questions about safe tattooing answered by our pro, Kylie of Kitty Tats 

Studio, and learn about the history of tattooing!

Textile Art 
with Michelle!

Fridays, 
March 3 & 10

6:30 - 9:30 pm
The range of textile art being created from 
recycled or reclaimed goods is testament to the versatility offered by making use of stuff that 
has had a life already! There is nothing pre-planned about the process; engage you inner  
creativity and rely entirely on your artistic instincts.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
   Recreation Programs

For registration information please contact 
JeanAnne 780.514.2560 or email 

programmingcoordinator@draytonvalley.ca

LOCATION: 
Dv Community Centre
5203 - 50 Street, Drayton Valey, AB 

Drayton Valley Municiple Library 
The Write Stuff every second Tuesday 
Jan 10 & 24, Feb. 14 & 28, 6:30-8pm

Non-Fiction Book Club Meet the second Tuesday 
of the month. 6:30-8pm (Jan 10 & Feb 14). 

Art Programs run every Wednesday  
1:30-3:30 and 6-8pm Call to register 

Knitting is the third Wednesday of the month  
January 18, 2017, February 15, 2017, 4:30-6pm 

Ted Talks every third Thursday of the month  
January 19 and February 16, 6:30-8pm 

Movies and Popcorn on Saturdays 12:30-2pm

Drayton’s Rotary Children’s Library 
Rhyme Time - Tuesdays 10:30 - 11am Ages 0-5 years 

Craft Time 1:30-2:30pm  All Ages 

Wednesdays-Story Time 10:30-11am All Ages

Maker Space 1:00-4pm  All Ages 

Thursdays -Puppet Theatre 10:30-11am All Ages 

Building Time 1:00-3:00pm All Ages 

Fridays- Fun Fridays (on PD days once a month)
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Contact Names and Numbers
BRAZEAU COUNTY EMERGENCY ON CALL    780-542-8770

911

Brazeau County Office 780-542-7777 Public Works 780-542-7711

Fax Line                        780-542-7770 Constable Ed Hees   780-202-0722

Agriculture   780-542-7779 Constable Steve Goodman  780-202-2271

Planning & Development  780-542-2667 Constable Jesse Shymansky 780-202-0047

Brazeau Fire Services Other Numbers

Drayton Valley Fire Alarms 55+ Recreation Centre 780-542-4737

Breton Fire Alarms Alive 55 Program 780-514-2206

Lodgepole Fire Alarms Beehive Support Services 780-542-3113

Forest Fires 310-3473 Brazeau Senior’s Foundation 780-542-2712

Breton Food Bank 780-696-3669

Other Emergency Numbers Breton Library 780-696-3740

Alberta Highways 1-888-255-5554 David Thompson Regional Health 780-542-4415

Ambulance 911 Drayton Area Food Bank 780-514-3777

Animal Control                 780-514-0372 Drayton Valley Municipal Library 780-514-2228

Crime Stoppers 1-800-922-8477 FCSS Breton 780-696-3636

Distress Line 1-800-232-7288 FCSS Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Drayton Valley Hospital 780-542-5321 Meals on Wheels 780-542-3216

Poison Centre 1-800-332-1414 Omniplex 780-514-2234

Police 911 or 780-542-4456 Parent to Parent 780-621-2849

Sustainable Resources 780-542-6616 Park Valley Pool 780-514-2225

Rotary Children's Library 780-514-2528

School Contact Numbers Town of Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Aurora Elementary School 780-542-9355 Village of Breton 780-696-3636

Breton Elementary School 780-696-3555

Breton High School 780-696-3633 Fire Permits

Drayton Christian School 780-542-7066

Drayton Valley & District

Community Learning 780-542-3373

Eldorado Elementary School 780-542-5544

Evergreen Elementary School 780-542-5535

F. Maddock Outreach School 780-542-1551

Frank Maddock High School 780-542-4401

H.W. Pickup Jr. High School 780-542-4495

Holy Trinity Academy 780-621-5735

NorQuest College 780-542-5400

St. Anthony School 780-542-4396

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School Div 780-986-2500 Brand Inspector

Wildrose School Division 1-800-771-0537 Terry Hjelmeland 403-780-6202
or 403-704-5418

For fire permits, please visit www.brazeau.
ab.ca/living-here/protective-services/
fire-permit-application to complete an on-
line application. After submitting your ap-
plication a representative will contact you 
within 48 hours (two 24 hours regular work-
ing day) and advise you of the next step, 
which may include the need for more infor-
mation or an onsite visit.

Brazeau County Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1 Phone: 780-542-7777  Fax: 780-542-7770


