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Reeve's Report

Sincerely, 
Bart Guyon 

Reeve, Brazeau County 
 

bguyon@brazeau.ab.ca 
780-542-0999

By the time you read this, winter will have come, after 
an extended summer and a warm fall. 

Council will be deep into the budget process when this 
issue arrives in your hands, and as always, Council will 
be focused on critical infrastructure and on keeping taxes 
and fees low.

As I said at this time last year, our word for this term 
is “more.” We will continue to do more to support our 
residents and business, whether that’s the tax rebate, 
more red tape reduction, more focus on economic 
development and diversification, we are here to do more 
for the County and its people.

We continue to draw attention to our County as a great 
place to work, play, live, and invest, and we plan to keep 
our focus on economic development, innovation, and 
diversification. 

This Council is a year into its term and have settled in well. 
We have good debate at the Council table, as everyone 
brings their ideas to serve the residents. Even when we 
disagree, we are all coming from a place of caring about 
this County we call home.

We all appreciate the feedback from residents as well. 
This is your county, and we appreciate all the ideas, 
concerns, and solutions you bring forward. We just ask 
that it be done in a way that is respectful to Council, staff, 
and other residents. 

Council continues to lobby the provincial government to 
improve things for our community, including roads, health 
care, and policing. We contribute a significant amount 
to the provincial bank and it is only right that we should 
see some of that money come back to improve life here.

Speaking of roads, keep in mind you can use the Track 
the Plow feature to get a sense of plowing operations 
and timelines. You can access it from the homepage of 
the County website. 

Council also adopted a new Winter Road Maintenance 
Policy in September, which sets clear expectations for 
snow removal and increases the level of service for snow 

removal on roads. While the standards are dependent 
on weather and snowfall depth, the standard is to clear 
paved roads in eight hours, gravel roads in 72 hours, and 
subdivisions and hamlets within five days of a snowfall.

Council also met with the O’Chiese Council in October, 
another step we are taking to build and improve 
relationships with our Indigenous neighbours. We’re 
grateful to have had a chance to sit down together again.

In this issue, you can read about the Drayton Area 
Community Food Bank, which Council supported with 
$10,000 in funding earlier this year, as well as a young 
bull rider making his Canadian Finals Rodeo debut.

He’s just one of a number of amazing young people 
from Brazeau in the rodeo world – we’ve updated our 
communications to reflect that we are home to Miss 
Rodeo Canada 2022 Jayden Calvert and Miss Alberta 
High School Rodeo 2021/2022 Tawnie Thompson. Keep 
on making us proud!

Finally, please remember to support the Cram the Cruiser 
event December 16th. Food bank usage is up as people 
struggle with inflation and a higher cost of living. Your 
donations make a huge difference!

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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On October 18th, I got to be 
part of the stakeholder grand 
opening of The Recover Services 
Inc. facility in Lodgepole. 

I met with former Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, who is on the board 
of directors for the company, and with 
Recover staff. It’s a powerful thing 
to have the former Prime Minister 
as a shareholder in a local company. 
His pragmatic approach to business 
is clear, because he’s investing in 
our County.

Recover has picked Brazeau County for 
its first drilling waste recycling plant, 
recognizing this as a place where we 
encourage innovation, economic 
diversification, and environmental 
sustainability. It is also a place that 
after years of investment, has all the 
necessary, maintained infrastructure 
required for industry. When we invest 
in infrastructure, we allow industry 
to move.

There are lots of other innovators 
out there taking a very good look 
at Brazeau as a place to bring their 
technologies, due to our investment 
in infrastructure, low taxes, and 
our open for business attitude. We 
look forward to welcoming more 
and more partners in our Western 
Economic Corridor.

Just like the Cynthia Solar Aquatics 
Plant, the Recover facility is the first 
of its kind in the world, and it’s right 
here in Brazeau.

At the plant, Recover takes drilling 
waste and does two things: captures 
the remaining oil in the waste to fund 

the operation, and captures the hydrocarbons, removing hundreds 
of tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions, and leaving cleaner material 
for landfills – about 30% less in volume than before. Oil companies 
can make use of the facility free of charge, and I encourage all of 
our local producers to take advantage. 

I was thoroughly impressed. It’s a clean, well-built facility, and they 
do the work in a very efficient manner, with a closed-loop system 
that doesn’t release any more toxins into the air.

This is one more way we can show the rest of Canada and the world 
that Alberta oil is the cleanest, best petroleum on the planet and 
that our industry values the environment.

side note:
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Council 
Highlights
September 6
Production Well in Rocky 
Rapids
Council directed Administration to 
proceed with drilling a production 
well at the Rocky Rapids water 
treatment plant to determine 
accurate sub-surface conditions and 
if softer water is obtainable.

It appears feasible that a grey shale/
sand/sandstone formation, which 
indicates softer water, could be 
located if a well was drilled to a deeper 
depth (approximately 200 feet). This 
exact formation and the volume of 
water found in a lower aquifer cannot 
be known or guaranteed until after an 
exploratory well is installed.

Winter Road  
Maintenance Policy
Council adopted the Winter Road 
Maintenance Policy, which sets clear 
expectations for snow removal within 
Brazeau County, and increases the 
level of service for snow removal on 
Brazeau County roads. The Policy is 
available under Front Page News on 
the Brazeau County website.

Support for Eagle Point  
Blue Rapids Parks Council
Council approved writing a letter of 
support for an application to Alberta 
Environment and Parks for the Eagle 
Point – Blue Rapids Parks (EPBR) 
Council’s core park operational costs.

This funding will help support EPBR 
operations for the next year as it 
continues to encourage the practice 
of environmental stewardship to 
improve ecological integrity along 
the park system’s 50 kilometres of 
the North Saskatchewan River. 

The Park Council’s management and 
operations of the Eagle Point-Blue 
Rapids Park System has improved 
the recreational and learning 
opportunities. Council has provided 
a letter of support in the past.

Library Agreement
Council directed Administration to 
enter into an agreement with the 
Drayton Valley Municipal Library 
Board to provide $194,464 based on 
the proposed 2023 library budget. 
This is the same level of funding 
provided in previous years.

September 20
Intermunicipal Collaboration 
Framework Resolution
Council will submit a resolution for 
the Pembina Zone meeting of the 
Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) 
stating that the RMA requests the 
Government of Alberta amend the 
Municipal Government Act to define 
municipal services, thus providing 
the articulated scope, and mandate 
that municipalities present verifiable 
costs to justify cost sharing for the 
aforementioned defined municipal 
services.

Crime and Bail Resolution
Council passed a motion to  finalize 
a resolution for the Pembina Zone 
meeting of the Rural Municipalities 
of Alberta (RMA) recommending the 
creation of a Bail Sub-Committee  
which would include the stakeholders 
from the Ministry Analysis and the 
local Rural Crime Committee  that 
would review the Cross Jurisdictional 
Analysis and any recommendations 
from the Ministry of Justice 
and the conversations with the 
Federal Government.  

This Committee would also meet 
several times a year to canvass 
stakeholders and Albertans on ideas 
for improving the justice system.  
These ideas would be reviewed by the 
Committee and, after analyzing the 
suggestions the Committee, would 
present a yearly report to the Minister 
making recommendations on how 
to make the justice system work in 
an efficient fashion and address the 
problem of a judicial system that has 
become a revolving door. 

Northern Thunder Ranch
Following receipt of a report and 
additional information from the 
applicant, Council deferred the 
matter of a development permit 
application for the Northern Thunder 
Ranch to the October 18th Council 
meeting. The applicant proposes a 
kart school and event facility.

Fire Services Report
Council received the Drayton Valley/
Brazeau County Fire Services statistics 
report for June and July.

During those two months, the fire 
department received  94 total calls, 
with 37 calls in the County, 44 in 
Drayton Valley, six in Breton, and 
seven calls to provincial highways.

Of the calls in the County, eight were 
fire calls, eight were alarm calls, nine 
were calls to assist another agency, 
one was a motor vehicle collision, and 
five were miscellaneous calls.

October 4
Rodeo Queens to be  
Recognized on Sign
Council approved a motion to place 
an ad on the electronic sign at 
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Sekura Auctions in Drayton Valley 
for one month to honour Miss Rodeo 
Canada 2022 Jayden Calvert and  
Miss Alberta High School Rodeo 
2021/2022 Tawnie Thompson. 
The cost is $450. The County has 
already made changes to social 
media accounts, the website, and 
newspaper advertising to reflect 
that Brazeau County is home to 
rodeo royalty.

Equipment Replacement
Council passed a motion to approve 
the replacement of a 8’ x 16’ foot 
tandem axle covered trailer and a 
48” zero turn commercial mower 
with equivalent models, with the 
funding coming from the equipment 
replacement reserve. The estimated 
net cost is $17,700 after insurance 
reimbursement.

A fire in July 2022 destroyed both 
pieces of equipment. The trailer 
is used by several departments 
in the County,  especially during 
the Household Hazardous Waste 
Roundup events.

October 18
Northern Thunder Ranch
Council approved Development 
Permit 22D-026 to allow the operation 

of an event centre with racing school 
and accessory structures (five storage 
containers with connecting roofs) and 
a sign at the former Rapid Fire site 
with additional conditions:

• Expiry date for the permit is 
October 1, 2025

• Hours of operation for the 
school are May 1 to October 1,  
weekdays from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
and weekends/holidays 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m.

• Public events (as defined in Bylaw 
936-17 over 200 attendees) four 
times a year from 9 a.m. to 11 
p.m., the dates provided to the 
County no later than March 31st 
each year.

• Other events with less than 200 
attendees, including motorized, 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

• If extended hours of operation 
are required for special event 
purposes, the applicant/
landowner shall submit a written 
request to Brazeau County to 
be reviewed and decided upon 
pursuant to the Special Events 
Bylaw.

Councillors
Donna Wiltse  
Division 2 Councillor
Home:780 894-3596 
Cell: 780 898-0247  
dwiltse@brazeau.ab.ca 

Randy Swap  
Division 1 Councillor
780-542-0971
rswap@brazeau.ab.ca

Cody Brooks
Division 3 Councillor
780-898-9526
cbrooks@brazeau.ab.ca

Kara Westerlund
Division 4 Councillor
780-898-4561
kwesterlund@brazeau.ab.ca

Anthony Heinrich
Division 5 Councillor
780-696-2468
aheinrich@brazeau.ab.ca

Dallas Ekstrom
Division 6 Councillor
Home: 780-696-2065 
Cell: 780-898-9129 
dekstrom@brazeau.ab.ca

• The applicant will provide 
public notification through local 
newspaper, radio, and Northern 
Thunder Motorsports Racing 
Association (NTMRA) website 
and County website.

• Noise measurements shall be 
taken while races are actively 
occurring and on a biweekly basis 
during the race activities.

Other conditions include a prohibition 
on drag racing, a fire inspection, and a 
road use agreement with the County.

Drayton Valley  
Community Learning
Laurie Andrews, Executive Director of 
Drayton Valley Community Learning, 
provided an organizational overview 
of the association, and described the 
programs offered.

World Polio Day
Reeve Bart Guyon proclaimed 
October 24 as World Polio Day. 

Polio cases have dropped by 99.9 
percent since 1988 and the world 
stands on the threshold of eradicating 
the disease. Rotary International 
raises millions of dollars each year 
to immunize the children of the world 
against polio.
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Consumer Fireworks Safety    
Consumer Fireworks are not toys. They are in fact, powerful pyrotechnic articles and, for 
this reason, both their sale and purchase are regulated.

YOU MUST OBTAIN A FIREWORKS PERMIT PRIOR TO DISCHARGING ANY FIREWORKS

A fireworks permit can be obtained from the Drayton Valley Brazeau County Fire Services at 5120- 52nd 
in Drayton Valley during regular business hours, for a fee as outlined in the Brazeau County Schedule 
of Fees Bylaw.

A fireworks permit application shall include the following information: 

• Name, address, and signature of applicant

• The date and time of proposed display

• A detailed description of the proposed display

• The exact location planned for the fireworks display 
including a diagram of the grounds on which it will 
be held, showing the point from where the fireworks 
will be discharged, the location of all highways, 
and the lines behind which the audience will be 
restrained

• Written consent from the owner of the property on 
which the fireworks display will occur

• The manner and place of storage of all fireworks 
prior to, during and after the display

• The name and address of the vendor or vendors 
that supplied or will supply all the fireworks used 
in the fireworks display



Fireworks Safety Tips
• Choose a wide, clear site away from all obstacles.  

Refer to the safety instructions on the fireworks 
label for minimum distance from spectators.

• Do not discharge fireworks in windy conditions.

• Read all instructions on the fireworks.

• Children should never play with fireworks. 

• Buy only legal fireworks (legal fireworks have a label 
with the manufacturer’s name and directions; illegal 
ones are unlabeled), and store them in a cool, dry 
place.  Illegal fireworks usually go by the names 
M-80, M100, blockbuster, or quarterpounder.  These 
explosives were banned in 1966, but still account 
for many fireworks injuries.

• Never try to make your own fireworks.

• Always use fireworks outside and have a bucket 
of water (or an ABC fire extinguisher) and a hose 
nearby in case of accident.  

• Steer clear of others setting off fireworks.  They can 
backfire or shoot off in the wrong direction. 

• Use a good firing base such as a pail filled with earth 
or sand. 

• Never throw or point fireworks at someone, even 
as a joke.

• Don’t hold fireworks in your hand or have any 
part of your body over them while lighting. It is 
recommended wearing eye protection.

• Light one firework at a time (never place fireworks in 
glass or metal containers), and never relight a dud.

• Don’t allow children to pick up pieces of fireworks 
after an event.  Some may still be ignited and can 
explode at any time.  Allow 30 minutes before 
cleaning-up debris, or before approaching a firework 
that did not go off.

• Soak all fireworks in a bucket of water before 
throwing them in the trash can.

It is the responsibility of the fireworks 
permit holder to know the rules and 
regulations of the municipality in which 
they will be discharging the fireworks.

For additional inquiries pertaining to 
the storage, transport, and discharge 
of fireworks please contact our office 
at (780)514-2216.
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Come and support the local food bank in the cram the cruiser 
event being held on: 

December 10th from 4:00 – 9:00 PM at 
Walmart in Drayton Valley 

Please bring along toys for donation to Santa’s Anonymous   

Let’s support our local families in need! 

CRAM the  
CRUISER  
TO PREVENT HUNGER  
THIS CHRISTMAS

Come and support the local food bank in 
the cram the cruiser event being held on:
December 16th from 4:00 - 9:00 PM  
at Walmart in Drayton Valley.

Please feel free to bring along toys for a  
donation to Santas Anonymous as well.

LET'S SUPPORT  
OUR LOCAL FAMILIES  
IN NEED!
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ASSESSORS OUT IN  
BRAZEAU COUNTY 
Assessors will be out conducting field inspections on 
properties in Brazeau County throughout November 
and December. 

Brazeau County has contracted Accurate Assessment 
Group to conduct its 2022 General Assessment. Please 
be aware that assessors will be conducting inspections 
throughout the County pertaining to development 
permits, subdivisions and incomplete structures. 

The assessors, working on behalf of Brazeau County, 
will be in vehicles identified with the Brazeau County 
logo, and will carry identification with them when 
visiting properties. 

If no one is present when the assessor visits a property, 
a call back card will be left. The County requests your 
co-operation in returning calls and providing the 
assessors with the necessary information. 

Under section 294 (1) of the Municipal Government Act 
an assessor may enter any property for the purpose of 
carrying out their duties. Assessors may also request 
anything to be produced or to make copies of anything 
that is necessary to the inspection, and under section 
295(1) of the Act a person must provide any information 
necessary for the assessor to carry out their duties. 

An assessor must produce identification when 
requested, and must inform a property owner or 
occupant the purpose for which any requested 
information is being collected. Assessors are expected 
to enter a property at a reasonable time and attempt 
to provide adequate notice of the inspection to the 
resident.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
Brazeau County’s Tax and Assessment Coordinator 
at  780-542-7777. Additional information can also be 
found at www.brazeau.ab.ca/county-hall/corporate-
services/tax-and-assessment-review. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
GRANT DEADLINES

The next deadline 
is January 1st

Are you a community organization 
looking to host an event? Brazeau 
County has a grant program 
to assist in the costs to host 
community events, find out more 
about this and other grants at:

www.brazeau.ab.ca
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RURAL HEALTH CONFERENCE
Reeve Bart Guyon welcomes delegates to the 2022 Rural Community Health 
Provider Attraction and Retention Conference at the CETC October 4th. The 
two-day conference by the Rural Health Professions Action Plan (RhPAP) had 
more than 150 delegates discussing access to health care and health care 
professionals in rural Alberta.

POPPY CAMPAIGN KICKS OFF
Reeve Bart Guyon, Drayton Valley Mayor Nancy Dodds, and 
MLA Mark Smith received poppies from Poppy Campaign chair 
Ellen Nielsen and Legion president Bill Cavanaugh at the Royal 
Canadian Legion #269 Oct. 27, helping to kick off the Legion's 
poppy campaign.

RURAL 
MUNICIPALITIES 
GATHER 
Members of Council took part in the 
Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) 
Fall Convention in early November, 
participating in RMA sessions and 
meeting with provincial officials at 
the legislature.
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Look for this picture on Facebook for updates 
on public works operations, including road 
closures and road construction.



12

Brazeau County has been 
recognized with a Minister’s 
Award for Municipal and 
Public Library Excellence 
from Alberta Municipal 
Affairs for the Constructed 
Floating Wetlands project 
at the Violet Grove Lagoon. 
Along with a certificate, 
the County received a 
painting that now hangs 
on the first landing of 
the main staircase of the 
Administration Building.

During their road tour on Oct. 14th, Council 
stopped at County resident Jim Aldous' 85th 
birthday celebration to wish him all the best!

HONOURED TO BE RECOGNIZED 
Violet Grove Floating Wetlands Project wins award

Happy Birthday!
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Students from Aurora Elementary toured 
the Cynthia solar aquatics plant in late 
October, learning all about the facility and 
how it uses vegetation to clean wastewater. 

Utilities supervisor Darcy Mulroy and staff 
explained how the building works and 
answered a huge number of questions 
from interested students.

Solar Aquatics Tour

Brazeau County  
Budget Meetings
November 23, 24, 25
Open to the public     •     Meetings start at 9 a.m. in the council Chambers

Come Down and participate! 

Don't miss the  final 3 meetings!
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NO BULL!
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NO BULL!
Dawson Shannon is a full-time 
bull rider, and there’s nothing 
he would rather do.

“I’ll keep busy,” he says of his plans 
to travel to Texas this winter, and 
rodoeing all over the United States 
before coming back with the warm 
weather for Canada’s rodeo season. 
“I like travelling all over the world 
with my friends, riding the bulls – it’s 
a lot of fun and adrenaline.”

Before he headed off for the Lone 
Star State, however, the Brazeau 
County resident competed at the 
Canadian Finals Rodeo (CFR) in Red 
Deer in early November. He racked 
up enough points and winnings to 
land among the top 12 Canadian 
bull riders.

“I’m excited, and it will be a lot of 
fun,” he said before the CFR began. 
“I’d like to win a few rounds, maybe 
even the CFR.”

During the CFR Nov. 2-6, Shannon won 
a round, and finished eighth overall. 

“I would have liked to do a little 
better,” he says. “But I was happy to 
get a round win.”

His best score this year is an 87. Bull 
riders are scored out of 50 points, 
and the bulls they ride are scored 
out of 50 for how well they buck 
as well, for a total maximum score 
of 100. Shannon says a score in the 
low nineties is very good. Riders are 
scored on how well they control 
themselves and how well they match 
the bull’s movements. The rider gets 
no points if they are bucked off before 
eight seconds.

Hanging onto the massive, bucking 
animals is a rush, but also requires a 
lot of skill and strength.

“It takes a lot of training and practice,” 
the 23-year-old Shannon says. “It 
takes a lot of time in the gym, on the 
practice bulls. Eight seconds doesn’t 
seem like a lot of time, but there’s a 
lot going on.”

Bull riders must stay calm and 
focused, but also able to react quickly 
to the 1,200 to 2,000-pound animal 
they’re riding.

“There’s a lot of shifting your balance 
to try your best to stay in the middle,” 
Shannon says, adding the fear of bull 
riding eventually disappears and it 
becomes a “normal thing.”

He got into bull riding through 
his father, who used to rodeo 
as a bullfighter.

“I grew up around it, and I found I 
liked riding them,” he says. “I will be 
rodeoing for the next few years!”

It takes a lot 
of time in the 
gym, on the 
practice bulls. 
Eight seconds 
doesn’t seem 
like a lot of 
time, but 
there’s a lot 
going on.”

“
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SERVING  
THE COMMUNITY
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With demand increasing, it is more important than 
ever to support our local food bank.
The Drayton Area Community Food Bank has seen a 26.2 per cent increase in clients 
so far this year, compared to 2021, says President and volunteer Lyndon Muth.

“Food costs have gone up significantly, and so have fuel and heating bills, housing and 
rent,” he says. “People are getting squeezed on a lot of different levels, and it can be 
hard to make ends meet.”

Food bank clients are a broad-cross section of the community, and don’t fit neatly 
into stereotypes.

LEFT: 
Volunteers have 
a between the 
aisle "logistics 
meeting" as they 
put together 
hampers.

ON THE 
COVER: 
Lyndon Muth 
and Colene 
Davie take a 
moment from 
their duties 
to pose.
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“It’s not just the unsheltered accessing the food bank,” 
Muth says. “People suffer a variety of unforeseen 
circumstances which cause them to call on food bank 
services. We’ve had people say ‘I’m the person who 
donates, I never thought I’d be here.’”

Increased food bank usage is a trend across Canada. Food 
Banks Canada reports a 15 per cent increase in visits to 
food banks this March compared to the same month in 
2021, and 35 per cent more than in March 2019.

Across the country, one in seven food bank clients are 
employed, 33 per cent are children, and nine per cent 
are seniors.

While the Drayton Valley area food bank can meet its 
current and projected demand this year, support is 
always important.

“For our most recent fundraiser, our Thanksgiving food 
drive, we had half the food donations we usually receive,” 
says Muth, who also notes the food bank received 
significant donations over the summer months. “Eighty 
per cent of our total giving occurs between October and 
the end of January.”

The food bank has no source of income, and is dependent 
on donations of food and money, adds Muth, who started 
volunteering in 2015. 

“We rely solely on the generosity of companies, 
organizations, and people in our community,” he says. 
“We can only give out what we receive.

“The success of our organization is due to the generosity 
of our community and the hard-working volunteer staff.”

From the recent Pumpkin Walk to Brazeau County’s Cram 
the Cruiser drive in December, to school and company 
food drives, the community does support those in need.

“I’ve always been blown away by the amount of giving,” 
Muth says.

Volunteers:23
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254 Brazeau County

23 Unsheltered

11 No Info

25 Other Counties

755 Town of Drayton Valley

Hampers Distributed by Area 
2022 - Year to Date

26.2% 
increase in clients 
...so far this year

“We rely solely on the generosity 
of companies, organizations, and 
people in our community.... We can 
only give out what we receive."



2941 
Total people served

YEAR TO DATE:

Children: 1076    
Adults: 1865
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The food bank recently did some major renovations, 
including improving the access road and the eavestrough, 
re-aligning the interior to create more storage space and a 
larger office, and purchasing two commercial freezers and 
one commercial refrigerator. Brazeau County contributed 
$10,000 toward the cost. 

“We were operating with six household freezers and 
three household fridges,” Muth says. “They failed on 
us, because they are not built to be opened and closed 
twenty to forty times in a shift.

With winter and Christmas approaching, the Drayton 
Area Community Food Bank appreciate the timely giving 
from the community. Monetary contributions are always 
welcome, as they don’t need to be stored, and can be 
mailed to the food bank.

Food donations can be made at local grocery stores, and 
during regular business hours on Mondays and Thursdays 
between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. at the food bank. Donations 
can also be mailed to the Drayton Area Community Food 
Bank at Box 6805, Drayton Valley, AB, T7A 1S2.

For additional information please call 780 514-3777,  
or visit dvfoodbank.ca/.

Brazeau County contributed  

$10,000  
toward renovations -  
including new commercial freezers

new family units: 110 Nationwide:
1 in 7 clients are 
employed

9% are seniors

33% are children

2941 
Total people served

YEAR TO DATE:
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Pedestrian collisions are more common during 
the fall season than other times of the year, as the 
hours of daylight decrease and pedestrian visibility 
is reduced. Collisions involving pedestrians are 
most likely to happen during the afternoon rush 
hour (between 3:00 and 7:00 pm), when people 
are rushing to get home. Drivers and pedestrians 
should always look out for each other. 

Pedestrian safety facts:

Between 2015 and 2019:

• An average of 37 pedestrians were killed and 1,073 
were injured each year. 

• The highest number of pedestrian casualty collisions 
were in October and November.

• The vast majority (96.2 per cent) of pedestrian 
casualty collisions occurred in urban areas.

• Nearly half (49.0 per cent) of drivers involved in 
pedestrian casualty collisions failed to yield the 
right of way to the pedestrian.

Tips for drivers:

• As you approach crosswalks or prepare to turn, 
watch for pedestrians and give them the right-of-
way. Failing to yield to a pedestrian in a crosswalk 
carries a fine of $810 and four demerit points. 

• Slow down on residential streets and in areas with 
high pedestrian traffic.

• Watch for vehicles in the next lane who may be 
stopped or slowing down, as they may be yielding 
to a pedestrian in a crosswalk.

Tips for pedestrians:

• Even when you have the right-of-way when crossing 
a street, be cautious and watch for drivers who may 
not see you.

• When crossing streets, use crosswalks and 
whenever possible, signaled crosswalks. Avoid 
jaywalking. 

• At night or in low-light conditions, take extra caution 
to make sure drivers see you.

DARKER DAYS PUT PEDASTRIANS OUT OF SIGHT



               23 

THESEED

Livestock require water in sufficient quantities and 
of sufficient quality for optimum health and growth. 
The total water needs of livestock are met through a 
combination of the water contained in feed and drinking 
water obtained separately from feed.

Intake of water depends on several physiological and 
environmental factors including size and type of animal, 
physiological state, activity level, diet, weather conditions, 
water quality, and ease of access.

Type of Livestock Litres per day Litres per dayimp gallons per day imp gallons per day

Winter Summer

Lactating Cows 77 17 95 21

Cow-Calf Pairs 50 11 68 15

Dry Cows 36 8 55 12

Calves 36 5 8 23

Growing Cattle  
(400-800 lbs/180-360 kg) 23-36 5-8 36-55 8-12

Finishing Cattle  
(600-1200 lbs/270-540 kg) 55 12 86 19

Bulls 36 8 55 12

Horses 36 8 55 12

Sheep 3.6 0.8 14 3

The following table lists typical water consumption values 
for livestock. All other factors being equal, the primary 
variable affecting water consumption is temperature.

The article above was taken from the Government of 
Canada’s website: https://agriculture.canada.ca/en/
agriculture-and-environment/agriculture-and-water/
livestock-watering

Livestock Water Requirements
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Clean drinking water is vital to livestock health, as one of 
the most important nutrients. It stands to reason that if a 
clean source of water is offered, livestock will tend to drink 
more, which in turn leads to greater weight gains. Given 
the choice of watering from a trough system compared 
to a dugout, it is estimated that livestock will drink from 
the trough up to 70 per cent of the time.

One way you can help ensure livestock have clean drinking 
water is to consider exclusion fencing around water 
sources such as dugouts, creeks, rivers, and lakes. This 
prevents direct livestock access, lowering the instances 
of livestock fouling the water. Installing a solar waterer to 
draw water out of the direct source will not only ensure 
cleaner water but also a healthier bank, shore and riparian 
area surrounding the water source. Additionally, livestock 
health improves by reducing foot-rot, increasing water 
consumption through ease of access to clean water, and 
reducing the risk of accidental drowning. A portable solar 
waterer will also allow the producer to distribute livestock 
pressure, as cattle in particular, tend to spend the majority 
of their time within 300 metres of water. (Source: Kelsey 
Spicer-Rawe, Riparian Specialist with Cows and Fish)

How can ALUS help?

The ALUS program supports farmers and 
ranchers who are interested in improving 
water quality for their livestock.  ALUS can assist 
with establishment costs such as fencing and 
solar watering systems.  Contact your ALUS 
Coordinator for more details 780-542-7777.

Additional Information

For more information on winter watering visit: 
https://agriculture.canada.ca/en/agriculture-
and-environment/agriculture-and-water/
livestock-watering/winter-watering

YOUR  
LIVESTOCK  
& Clean  
Drinking  
Water
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Brazeau County Division 6 Councillor and Agricultural Service Board Chair Dallas Ekstrom welcomed more 
than 80 participants to the Northwest Region Agricultural Service Board Conference November 2nd.

They heard from a variety of speakers on invasive species, crop insurance, ALUS, and other subjects.

ALUS Coordinator Nancy Chambers describes the Brazeau ALUS program.
Brazeau County ASB member Jeff Bundt introduces Chief Provincial Veterinarian Dr. Keith Lehman. 

Councillor Dallas Ekstrom addresses the crowd.

AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD CONFERENCE

Mental Health Helpline - 1-877-303-2642
24/7 crisis intervention, program information, and referrals as needed. 

Canadian Mental Health Association Rural Distress Line - 1-800-232-7288
24-hour crisis intervention service.

Alberta 211 - ab.211.ca
Information, referrals, and crisis support by phone, text, and online chat.

Togetherall - togetherall.com
Clinically moderated, online peer-led mental health community with 24/7
support.

Do More Ag - domore.org
Not-for-profit organization focusing on mental health in agriculture.

The Canadian Cattlemen's Association - cattle.ca
Mental health articles and resources for farmers and ranchers.

The FCC Rooted in strength - fcc-fac.ca
Agricultural-focused mental health resources; including an assessment
tool and resource list.

In the Know - Mental Health Literacy Course 
https://albertaitk.ca/ 

Buddy Up - Men's suicide Prevention Communications Campaign
https://www.buddyup.ca/

VIRTUAL OR
REMOTE MENTAL

HEALTH
SERVICES FOR

ALBERTANS
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“Testing your feed should top your to-do list this fall 
and winter.

“Get that crop tested,” said Bart Lardner, a University of 
Saskatchewan professor who holds a research chair in 
cow-calf and forage systems.

“Know what you’re starting with and know what you’re 
dealing with in terms of energy density, protein density, 
and anti-quality factors like nitrates.”

Drought-stressed plants accumulate nitrates, and high 
levels can be toxic — even deadly — to ruminants such 
as cattle. So knowing the level of nitrates in your feed is 
a good place to start, Lardner said during a Beef Cattle 
Research Council webinar on July 29.

“Nitrates are on everybody’s minds during a drought,” 
he said. “With the drought situation, the plants are 
accumulating nitrates, so it would be wise to know the 
level of nutrients and anti-quality factors from a feed 
test.”

Generally, nitrate issues appear in annual forage 
sources such as oats and barley, and those levels can 
be tested while the crop is still standing.” From Alberta 
Farmers Express written by Jennifer Blair 

Brazeau County sees effects of the drought that producers 
have faced in the Province and in the County. We have 
seen forage prices go up, along with the general cost of 
livestock husbandry.

Some factors that the producers are facing are the lower 
quality of forage and feed options, along with lower 
quantity of available feed. This is causing producers to 
think of creative ways to provide the needed nutrition 
to livestock. The stress from the drought conditions are 
also increasing the possibilities of nitrates within forage. 

Nitrates are not considered very toxic to cattle in their 
original form (NO3) but when they pass through the 

Saliva

Rumen Blood Stream

Kidney
Urea Urine

Nitrate

Nitrite

Ammonia
Nitrate feeds

Nitrate

Hemoglobin
Methemoglobin

Ammonia

figure 1 
Nitrate pathway in ruminants

FEED  
SAMPLING  
FOR FALL 2022
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For more information, 
contact your local ALUS 

program coordinator

Participate 
in ALUS
Are you a farmer or rancher 
with marginal land or 
sensitive ecology?
ALUS helps you establish wetlands, native 
prairie, pollinator habitat and other projects.

Over 900 farmers and ranchers have enrolled 
27,000 acres of land in the ALUS program.

Join Us!

Conservation will ultimately boil 
down to rewarding the 
private landowner who 
conserves the public interest.
Aldo Leopold

“

”

ALUS.ca

Nancy Chambers
ALUS Brazeau

Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494,
Drayton Valley, AB T7A 1R1

780 542-7777
ALUS@brazeau.ab.ca

rumen they are converted into nitrites (NO2) which are 
toxic. Most nitrites in the body are converted to ammonia 
(Figure 1). Ammonia has the capacity to be processed 
in the body and passes out in urine as urea. This is a 
normal process in rumen livestock but the major concerns 
are when the nitrates are in too high of concentration. 
Nitrates and nitrites then accumulate in the rumen 
causing a repeated but increasing issue if the feed is 
continued to be fed. Excess nitrates over an extended 
period of time can cause reproductive issues such as 
end of pregnancy or hormonal issues preventing cows 
from catching. Depending on the stage calves were when 
nitrite poisoning occurred it can cause convulsions and 
seizures. In acute or short term events, excess nitrates can 
cause staggered walking, excessive salivation, and labored 
breathing. In severe cases it can lead to disorientation 
and even death. In most cases with acute poisoning, 
cattle were found deceased before symptoms became 
apparent.  

The nitrate level can be tested in your forage to see if 
there is any present. Cattle of different usages can be fed 
different rates of nitrates as the rumen has the capacity 
to digest some of the nitrates being ingested. Once you 
know the levels, you can make an educated decision on 
how to adjust your feeding plan. 

Brazeau County can help support producers by assisting in 
the nutrition sampling of the feeds. We have a wide array 
of options to help in testing whether you are wanting to 
test your nitrates, your overall nutrition, or deep dive 
into all the details of your current silage crop. 

Despite drought conditions, farmers may have successfully 
produced forage for livestock, however the quality may 
not be adequate. We can test the overall nutrient content, 
you can view your results and then adjust your feeding 
program to still allow for the needed nutrients to be met. 

Brazeau County has a complete suite of other testing 
options for producers and residents. Please contact 
Agricultural Services at 780-542-7777 for more 
information.  

Figure 1: Nitrate Pathway in ruminants From the July 1991 Agri-Facts 
Agdex 400/60-1. Produced by the Government of Alberta. www1.agric.
gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/agdex851/$file/0006001.pdf

Urine

To read the rest of the Alberta Farmer Express article:  
www.albertafarmexpress.ca/livestock/know-what-youve-
got-is-the-golden-rule-when-feed-is-short/
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Community

 

Come In For A Tour  
& Check Us Out!

SHANGRI-LA LODGE  
HAS VACANCIES! Now is a perfect time  

to consider Lodge Living!

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION   
780-542-2712

Meals & Lodging 
Entertainment & Activity Programs  
Plus 24 hour staffing
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Contact Names and Numbers
BRAZEAU COUNTY EMERGENCY ON CALL    780-898-9901

911

Brazeau County Office 780-542-7777 Community Peace Officers

Fax Line                        780-542-7770 Steve Goodman 780-202-2271

Jesse Shymansky 780-202-0047

Brazeau Fire Services Other Numbers

Drayton Valley Fire Alarms 55+ Recreation Centre 780-542-4737

Breton Fire Alarms Alive 55 Program 780-514-2206

Lodgepole Fire Alarms Beehive Support Services 780-542-3113

Forest Fires 310-3473 Brazeau Foundation 780-542-2712

Breton Food Bank 780-696-3669

Other Emergency Numbers Breton Library 780-696-3740

Alberta Highways 1-888-255-5554 David Thompson Regional Health 780-542-4415

Ambulance 911 Drayton Area Food Bank 780-514-3777

Animal Control                 780-514-0372 Drayton Valley Municipal Library 780-514-2722

Crime Stoppers 1-800-922-8477 FCSS Breton 780-696-3636

Distress Line 1-800-232-7288 FCSS Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Drayton Valley Hospital 780-542-5321 Meals on Wheels 780-542-3216

Poison Centre 1-800-332-1414 Omniplex 780-514-2234

Police 911 or 780-542-4456 Parent to Parent 780-621-2849

Sustainable Resources 780-542-6616 Park Valley Pool 780-514-2225

Town of Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Brand Inspector 403-780-6202 Village of Breton 780-696-3636

Terry Hjelmeland or 403-704-5418

Community Association Contacts

Berrymoor Centre 780-514-0265

780-542-0511

Buck Creek Community Association 780-898-1208

780-514-6255

Carnwood Country Hall Society 780-542-2378

Cynthia Rec Centre 780-542-9732

Easyford Community Hall 780-898-8385

Funnell Community Association 780-514-6546

780-621-6435

Lindale Community Association 780-621-8564

Lodgepole Recreation Society 780 621-8424

Rocky Rapids Community League 780-621-2534

780-542-0695

Violet Grove Community Club 780-542-7864

Whitby Community League 780-542-2729

Brazeau County  
Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 
Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1 
Phone: 780-542-7777  Fax: 780-542-7770

Transfer Station Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Violet Grove 9 - 7 9 -7 9 -5

Easyford 1 - 6 9 - 6 9 -5

Lindale 9 - 6 9 -5

Buck Creek 2 - 7 9 - 6 9 -5

Rocky Rapids 4 - 8 8:30 - 6 9 -5

Cynthia 11 - 6 9 -5

Breton 9 - 2 9 - 6 9 -5

Lodgepole 11 - 8 9 -5

Transfer Station Hours

lindalehallalberta@gmail.com

www.whitbyhall.ca


