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July 15, 2019

James and Alana Robb

Box 5128

Drayton Valley, AB

T7A 1R3

Brazeau County

Box 77

Drajdon Valley, AB

T7A IRl

Attention; Planning and Development Dept.

RE: W1/2-29-49-6-W5TH

I am writing this letter in addition to my meeting with Kathleen and Suzanne in the Planning and

Development Department regarding a possible subdivision on the south quarter of this parcel of

land. We have owned the east half of this section for 25 years. Purchased when we were 18

years old we have farmed, raised cattle, built our home, and raised a family. When the

opportunity arose for us to purchase the west half of this section 3 years ago it was just too good

to be true to be able to own the full section of land.

The decision to create a subdivision has not been an easy one nor without exhausting every other

solution. We want to preserve farmland at every available opportunity as that is the heart of our

existence. That being said, the one spot we could possibly fathom letting go is amongst 2 other

subdivisions that were created by the previous owners for their children. It is along the south

edge of the half section, adjacent to the road. A few reasons for choosing this spot include that is

a natural subdivision with a deep coulee running along separating that parcel from the rest of the

farmland. It has been fenced off so animals cannot graze and it is treed so you can not plant

there. We had Warren Noga in the Agricultural Dept come out to assess for the ALUS program.

He determined that it would be too expensive and unrealistic to get the fencing in and therefore

would not qualify for ALUS. Thus leaving no way to effectively use this parcel of land for
farming or pasture purposes.

Before selling to us the previous owners subdivided their house out along with the 2 separate

subdivisions for their children. Only one child ended up living there and they purchased the

other parcel too so that there will only be one homesite although it is technically divided. That

leaves 3 parcels plus the rest of the half section equalling 4. The title is for the whole half
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section and is not divided into 2 quarters of land (copy attached) of approximately 300 acres

owned by us and one 15 acre parcel and two 5 acre parcels subdivided, (see map attached)

We are looking to divide out approximately 10 acres of un-usable farmland that is completely

treed. It has a coulee on the north side, existing subdivision on the east and west side, and

county road on the south side. It just makes sense that this be where a subdivision should be and

not placed in the middle of pastureland on the north quarter.

In our meeting I was told the bylaws read that only 4 parcels can be on each quarter of land

before requiring an area structure plan. In reviewing the process for an area structure plan it
became apparent that this was meant for something much more complex and not applicable to

our one parcel we hoped to create. My question being that if 4 parcels are allowed for every

quarter or 160 acres then being that our title is for 2 quarters of approx 320 acres we technically

should be able to have 8 parcels over the 2 quarters. If we wanted to put in a subdivision on the
north quarter it would be no problem, however that involves chopping up precious useable

farmland.

I am asking the county at this time to review the whole half section of land in an overview and

see that this is already a natural subdivision with easy access to the county road. To take into

consideration the fact that the title is not divided into 2 quarters and is double the amount of land

wherein 4 parcels are the maximum allowed. To waive the need for an area structure plan to add

a 5th parcel of approximately 10 acres. To understand our plight and careful consideration of this
development.

Thank you for your consideration.

James and Alana Robb

3



101263

ALBERTA

ENVIRONMENT AND EARKS

Office of the Minister
Government House Lender

SEP 2 6 2019 MLA, Rimbcy-Rocky Mountain Housc-Stindre

Reeve Bart Guyon
Brazeau County
7401, Township Road 494
PO Box 77

Drayton Valley AB T7A 1R1
bquvon@brazeau.ab.ca

Dear Reeve Gi^^n;
(

Thank you for your follow-up letter to our July 18, 2019, discussion at the Government of
Alberta K-Days pancake breakfast, regarding Brazeau County's proactive and successful
efforts to reduce red tape and stimulate private sector investment and job creation.
I appreciated our discussion, and commend the county on its accomplishments to date.

By targeting regulatory burdens, the county has demonstrated substantial savings, while
also promoting economic growth and job creation. I also recognize the county's work to
strengthen and diversify its local economy, by pursuing economic opportunities like
hemp production and processing.

I welcome a meeting with Brazeau County to discuss the county's successful efforts to
reduce red tape and improve economic activity. Please contact my scheduling assistant,
Sylvia Parsons, to arrange a convenient meeting time. Sylvia can be reached in my
Edmonton office at 780-638-9488, or at svlvia.parsons@aov.ab.ca.

Thank you again for your follow-up letter. I look fonward to meeting with you in the near
future to explore opportunities to enhance prosperity in our province.

Sincerely,

Jason Nixon

Minister

32.3 lx;gisla[urc Building, 10800 97 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta AB Canada Telephone 780-427-2391 Fax 780-422-6259

Pnntrii on rrnt Mpitpfr
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Staff and Council c/o Tamara London September 23, 2019
Community Services and Grants Administrator
Brazeau County

Box 77

Drayton Valley, Alberta

T7A IRl

Dear Staff and Council:

The Pembina Nordic Ski Club is submitting an application to Brazeau County's Solar Grant Program to
assist us with the cost of installing 5.6kW of ground-mounted solar electric panels out at the brand new
Outdoor Education Centre (of which, as you know, the County is a Platinum Level sponsor, and an early
and important supporter).

We understand that there are still fands remaining in the approved County budget for this program and
we are seeking your support to ensure that we qualify, or if needed, secure any adjustment from the County
to the program criteria if required to allow us to qualify quickly for your Solar program.

We have looked around and foimd a good solar PV design - installer who is also willing to give us a very
generous donation discount for his labour cost on the system, which helps bring the cost into range and
have a frnn quote in hand. He has experience with ground mounted and tilt adjusting systems. The
adjustable tilt groimd racking was engineered locally and fabricated by Karach Welding - a very qualified
local shop with a sizeable donation to the rack costs. We have also set up arrangements with our electricity
retailer (Alberta Cooperative Energy) to be able to net-meter connect under the MicroGen regulation and
get the best possible price for the electricity we produce for much of the season. Fortis has been
instrumental in getting our electrical service out to the new outdoor ed centre for a very low cost, and is
on board with the net-metered Solar connection.

There are several benefits to providing the Solar Program rebate to the Rotary-Pembina Nordic Outdoor
Education Centre:

1. It will help anchor a strong ongoing school education program on climate action and green energy
education [Action on Energy] with the Parks Council which has been funded and will run at the
Outdoor Ed Centre,

2. It will contribute to a major reduction in the operating cost of the new Centre, making it more
financially sustainable, and support the important public interest work that many non-profit
associations including the Nordic Ski Club do there,

3. It will showcase a practical application of solar electricity and green energy in a highly public
location with thousands of users and visitors coming through each year.
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4. It will not cost the County anj4hing as it is in the approved program budget for which some funds
remain and among any remaining applications coming forward on a first come first served basis
we think this an excellent use of your grant.

5. It will also offer good visibility to Brazeau County for their support and leadership in this area.

Please contact the undersigned if you have any questions, or ideas about this. We look forward to your
support and extend thanks for your sponsorship of the Outdoor Education Centre.

Sincerely,

Rob Macintosh

President, Pembina Nordic
780-621-8422

Clayton Stafford
Trails Director, Pembina Nordic
780-819-4988
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