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MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING HELD AT THE BRAZEAU COUNTY 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, EOC MEETING ROOM, IN DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA ON 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16, 2021. 
 
CALL TO ORDER Dallas Ekstrom, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.       
 
PRESENT  Dallas Ekstrom, Chairperson & Member at Large  

Sara Wheale, Vice Chairperson & Councillor 
Donna Wiltse, Councillor 
Heidi Swan, Councillor  
Cody Brooks, Member at Large  
Mike Mueller, Member at Large (Via GoTo Meeting) 
Matt Martinson, Agricultural Fieldman (Via GoTo Meeting) 
Nancy Chambers, Acting Manager of Agricultural Services  
Amber Kynoch, Agricultural Technician/Recording Secretary 

 
ABSENT  Shawn McKerry, Interim Chief Administrative Officer 

Corbyn Pankonin, Assistant Agricultural Fieldman  
 
GUESTS  Anthony Heinrich, Hemp Working Group 
    
ADOPTION  
OF AGENDA  Additions/Deletions to and Adoption of Agenda 
 
   Addition: 8d) The Breton Ag Society 
 

066/21 Moved by C. Brooks to adopt the agenda as amended. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY     

 
ADOPTION OF    
MINUTES  Adoption of Minutes 

067/21 Moved by D. Wiltse to adopt the minutes of the Agricultural 
Service Board meeting of May 19, 2021 as presented. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY     
 

BUSINESS ARISING none 
 
AGRICULTURE   
REPORTS  Acting Manager of Agricultural Services Report May/June 2021 

N. Chambers provided a verbal review of the Acting Manager of Agricultural 
Services report. ASB grant reporting is due June 30th, 2021. The Rural Health 
Initiative would need at least 12 people for them to come out. We currently 
have 4 signed up and it’s taking place June 23, 2021. It was mentioned that 
we could open it up to County employees, but we will have to follow up with 
S. McKerry. Members discussed the possibility to reach out to other counties 
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and the time constraints that might be involved in doing so. Brazeau County 
becoming an Herbicide Retailer research is in the works. It will be brought 
back to ASB and if approved it will be taken to Council. The Ag department 
completed an overhaul of the Agricultural Services section of the website to 
update the information. Mountain Pine Beetle work has wrapped up.  
Surveyors have completed all the areas we were hoping for. The 1743 acres 
were completed in 16 days, finding 67 trees and the work came under budget. 
We are just waiting for the surveyors to do quality checks. A report needs to 
be sent to the Government to breakdown our spending and that can be 
shared with the ASB after it is completed. We are distributing Verbenone. We 
purchased 100 pouches with grant funds and all but 5 have been spoken for. 
We have enough for one more property.  First draft of the operating budget 
is due on July 30th. The first draft of the capital budget is due on September 
30th.  
Members discussed if there was interest in people wanting the Mountain 
Pine Beetle felled logs. The major concern is getting them out of the area to 
be processed. Private land may be different in the future. Mountain Pine 
Beetles usually go for the older more mature trees. Pine Beetle wood is called 
“Demin wood” and is popular with cabinet makers and is considered valuable.  
They also discussed the methods of the surveyors. Depending on the makeup 
of the area it can take a couple days to cover a quarter section. 
 

Mike Mueller joined at 9:10 am.  
 
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Report May/June 2021 
N. Chambers provided a verbal review of the Assistant Agricultural Fieldman 
report. The County’s spray program is in full swing. The County was previously 
divided to do one side this year and the other side the next. We are doing the 
east side this year, with spot spraying available with the side by side on the 
west side. Members discussed that Canada Thistle is starting to grow. When 
there is a weed problem we inspect that area and the properties around 
them. In cases where control is enforced though the County, a company is 
hired and the landowner is charged 1.2 times our cost.  
 
Member Reports 
Member at Large M. Muller reported on: 

 Wheat is looking good, the oats are up. 
 Heifers are out on the grass.  
 Happy to have rain.  
 June 21 at Best Western a Company “Section 25 Management” will be 

putting on an info session in relation to oil and gas negotiations.  
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Councillor H. Swan reported on: 
 New University of Lethbridge program – Bachelor of Agricultural 

Science. 
 This is the first of its kind in southern Alberta.  
 This program starts in September. 
  Great to see more agricultural education being provided.    

 
Councillor D. Wiltse reported on:  

 The video put out by Taber County about the crops that are currently 
being grown.  

 The hemp market in North America. 
 

Members discussed that hemp is being grown in Canada and the United 
States and the ways the hemp can be processed after. The hemp is mushed, 
compressed and glued to create products.  
 

Councillor S. Wheale reported on: 
 Has one cow left to calve and then they can be sorted and then sent 

out to pasture. 
 Oats are looking good this year and have a couple oat pea 

combinations going this year. 
 Been seeing lots of winter killed alfalfa. Trying a different alfalfa to see 

what that will do. Alfalfa brought up from the south seems to not do 
so well.  

 Grim alfalfa has very few seed growers. Consumers are not buying if 
it’s not certified.  

 Brome seed growers are limited in Alberta.  
 

Member at Large C. Brooks reported on: 
 His hay is growing good and knee high.  
 Steers are going early next month.  

 
Member at Large D. Ekstrom reported on: 

 He attended a Town Hall meeting for Ag Fieldmen and ASB 
Chairpersons with 95 participants. 

 Key Contact position is now Key Regional Liaison program. Ratio is 1 
to many. 

 Reasons for reductions was economy and reductions all over. We will 
likely not return to previous.  

 Suggests watching Guardians of the Grasslands and The Biggest Little 
Farm.  

 
S. Wheale left the meeting at 9:45am. 

 
 



 

 

ASB Minutes June 16, 2021 
Page 4 of 7 

068/21  Moved by H. Swan to receive all of the reports for information.   
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

NEW BUSINESS Aphanomyces in pea crops 
M. Martinson provided a review of the Aphanomyces in pea crops.  It’s not 
like clubroot, which is a true fungus. Aphanomyces is a water mold. It behaves 
like a fungus but it’s not a true one. Peas can handle the cool spring weather 
and there happens to be water logged soil.  This pathogen needs water logged 
soil to be able to grow. If this becomes a problem you can plant later in the 
season. Planting your barley, canola and then your peas is recommended. 
Peas growing length allows the possibility of planting later. Typically wet soil 
is part of the early season and peas do better on drained soil. Faba beans are 
better for the water logged soils. Producers in Clearwater County tend to grow 
beans over peas for those reasons.  

 
S. Wheale returned to the meeting at 9:50am. 

 
Members discussed the impacts for growing a green feed mix for a couple 
years and then changing the crop to hay. The risk would be lower. People who 
are doing forage crops are not planting early enough in the year. The concern 
is that the timing might not fit with the rest of what is going on. They tend to 
plant when the soil is warmer and dryer. In this later period we are not seeing 
these pathogens. Phosphorus is super important in pea growth as it helps 
grow the fruit and the roots. In mixed crops the other roots from i.e. barley 
makes it harder for the pathogen to move. The pathogen needs to move 
through the cohesion of water. It can also infect legumes, like alfalfa. It’s more 
likely to affect the creeping root alfalfa. Best practice would be to use a blend 
of both a tap and creeping root alfalfa. To prevent the pathogen affecting you 
can establish your alfalfa in June when the soil is dryer. 
 
069/21 S. Wheale moved to allow A. Heinrich from the public to ask 

questions regarding Aphanomyces in pea crops. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
A. Heinrich has been aware of Aphanomyces for a while. It was a topic of 
discussion at the ASB conference in previous years. If people are growing peas 
in the County we need to be aware of it. The County was proactive on 
clubroot, so we should do the same for Aphanomyces. A speaker from the U 
of A addressed it at an ASB conference a number of years ago. It would be 
better to act now and be cautious than before we have a huge problem. In 
the north counties there seems to be a greater incidence, in relation to wetter 
conditions historically. Members discussed that society is going more in the 
direction of using pulse crop products. N. Chambers asked the board “is this 
more of an educate than legislate situation”. Members further discussed that 
we haven’t been monitoring. If a policy was created to allow the Agricultural 
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department to get data, this could later prevent us from having a large scale 
problem.  They agreed to educate but we can also step in when needed. M. 
Martinson mentioned that it is not part of the Pest Act so this pathogen would 
have to be addressed in Brazeau County Bylaw. This would need to state the 
exact pathogen that is being controlled. Members believe that there should 
be something is in place to monitor for a year or two and collect data.  
 
070/21 S. Wheale moved to direct Administration to reach out to 

external organizations to bring back a policy to the Agricultural 
Service Board to enable Administration to collect data and 
research from pulse producers in Brazeau County.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

OLD BUSINESS Federal Fertilizer Emissions Letter - Draft 
Members discussed that they also wanted to send the letter to Member of 
Parliament Gerald Soroka.  
 
071/21  Moved by C. Brooks to send the letter to its recipient.  
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

D. Ekstrom called for a break at 10:05 am and the meeting resumed at 10:20 am.  
 
M. Martinson left the meeting at 10:05 am.  

 
DELEGATIONS  Public Input Session 

D. Ekstrom opened the Public Input Session at 10:20 a.m.  No members of the 
public were in attendance or on the conference call.  D. Ekstrom closed the 
Public Input Session at 10:21 am.  
 
2021 Provincial ASB Resolutions 
N. Chambers directed that we need to rate the responses to the resolutions 
as being accepted, accept in principle, unsatisfactory, or incomplete.  
 

 Resolution 1-21 Weed Issues on Oil and Gas Sites in Rural Alberta 
o Incomplete   

 

 Resolution 2-21 Pesticide Container Collection Program  
o Unsatisfactory 

 

 Resolution 3-21 An Effective Solution for Control of Richardson Ground 
Squirrels in Alberta 

o Accept the response 
 

 Resolution 4-21 Registration of 2% Liquid Strychnine 
o  Accept the response 
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 Resolution 5-21 Fusarium Testing After Cleaning 
o Unsatisfactory 

 

 Resolution 6-21 Agricultural Research Association Check Off Option 
o  Accept the response 

 

 Resolution 8-21 Reinstating Provincial Agricultural Department Staff 
o Unsatisfactory  

  

 Resolution 9-21 Protect Farmers Rights to Use Farm Saved Seed 
o  Incomplete 

 

 Resolution 10-21 Federal Fuel Charge 
o Accept the response 
 

072/21  Moved by D. Wiltse to send our ASB’s response to the 
Provincial ASB Committee. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
Hemp Working Group  
Members discussed that the hemp has been planted at the Breton Plots 
location and plans are underway to film some of the work to use that as an 
educational tool. We are also wanting to see what it produces and also the 
value added in the end products.  
 
073/21  Moved by H. Swan to receive for information.  
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
/ ITEMS FOR  
INFORMATION County of Grande Prairie No. 1 Letter Re: Provincial Downloading 
 

074/21  Moved by S. Wheale to receive for information.  
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Alberta Health Response to Mental Health Assistance Letter  
075/21  Moved by C. Brooks to receive the letter for information.  
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Members discussed that the there is a limit of what the DV hospital can 
handle in mental health services, and that the letter stating Alberta Health 
services has increasing access to mental health delivery. There are only 
limited numbers of hospitals designated to administer court ordered 
medication. RCMP have been used to transport patients away from the 
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community. Members believe there is great information in the letter which 
should be shared with the community.  
 
076/21  Moved by H. Swan that the letter be brought to the next 

Council meeting and to receive the letter for information.    
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
077/21  Moved by H. Swan to direct Administration to post the contact 

information from this letter to the public.   
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
2021 ASB Meeting Schedule  
N. Chambers discussed that we historically cancelled the July meeting with 
everyone being busy.   

 
078/21  Moved by S. Wheale to cancel the July 21, 2021 ASB meeting.  
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

ADDITIONS         The Breton Ag Society has updated their website including local agro 
producers about what they sell. They must be in a 50 km radius. Selling all 
local products.  

 
 079/21 Moved by S. Wheale to direct Administration to help spread 

the word on The Breton Ag Society’s local agri-product and 
services listing and receive for information.   

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
ADJOURNMENT         080/21 Moved by M. Mueller to adjourn at 11:09 a.m. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY   
 
 
 
 
   __________________________  __________________________ 
   ASB CHAIRPERSON     AG FIELDMAN   


