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MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING HELD AT THE BRAZEAU COUNTY 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, EOC MEETING ROOM, IN DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA ON 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2021. 
 
CALL TO ORDER Dallas Ekstrom, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.       
 
PRESENT  Dallas Ekstrom, Chairperson & Member at Large  

Sara Wheale, Vice Chairperson & Councillor (Via GoTo Meeting) 
Donna Wiltse, Councillor (Via GoTo Meeting) 
Heidi Swan, Councillor (Via GoTo Meeting) 
Cody Brooks, Member at Large  
Shawn McKerry, Interim Chief Administrative Officer (Via GoTo Meeting) 
Matt Martinson, Agricultural Fieldman (Via GoTo Meeting) 
Corbyn Pankonin, Assistant Agricultural Fieldman  
Nancy Chambers, Acting Manager of Agricultural Services/Recording Secretary 

Amber Kynoch, Agricultural Technician (Via GoTo Meeting) 
 
ABSENT  Mike Mueller, Member at Large  
 
GUESTS  Anthony Heinrich, Councillor (Via GoTo Meeting) 
   Melissa Keely, Junior Development Officer (Via GoTo Meeting) 
  
ADOPTION  
OF AGENDA  Additions/Deletions to and Adoption of Agenda 

043/21 Moved by C. Brooks to adopt the agenda as presented.  
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY     

 
ADOPTION OF    
MINUTES  Adoption of Minutes 

044/21 Moved by S. Wheale to adopt the minutes of the Agricultural 
Service Board meeting of March 18, 2021 as presented.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY     
 

BUSINESS ARISING none 
 

STAFFING UPDATES With the maternity leave of the current Manager of Agricultural Services, N. 
Chambers advised of her role as Acting Manager of Agricultural Services. 
Amber Kynoch has been hired to fill the Agricultural Technician position for 
the remainder of the calendar year. A. Kynoch introduced herself and gave a 
background of her education and experience with weed inspecting, 
consulting and farming. 

 
045/21 Moved by S. Wheale to receive the staffing update for 

information. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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AGRICULTURE   
REPORTS  Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Report March/April 2021 

C. Pankonin provided a verbal review of the Assistant Agricultural Fieldman 
report.  Members asked about the tree issues that are arising this year. 
 
Member Reports  
Councillor D. Wiltse reported on:  

 Article about the University of Copenhagen working on getting rid of 
beetles out of crops. Instead of using pesticides, the beetles are 
exploited until they pee themselves to death. 

 
Councillor H. Swan reported on: 

 Agricultural highlights from the release of the Federal budget: 
o Recognizing farmers’ use of natural gas & propane and will be 

returning some of the carbon tax paid by farmers on these 
fuels.   

o Agricultural Clean Technology program - some of those funds 
will be directed toward the purchase of more efficient grain 
dryers.  

o Immediate On-Farm Climate Action program – targeting 
projects accelerating emission reduction through 
improvement of nitrogen management, adaptation of cover 
crops, and rotational grazing.  

o Clean Technology Program – powering farms with clean 
energy and moving them off diesel. 

o Natural Smart Climate Solution Fund - protection of wetlands 
and trees on farm properties including a reverse auction pilot 
program. 

 
Councillor S. Wheale reported on: 

 New Black Angus bull. 
 Cow prices seem to be stable at auctions. 
 Items at farm auctions going high, especially through online auctions. 
 Starting calving. 

 
Member at Large C. Brooks reported on: 

 Price of lumber is 3-4 times normal. 
 Attended the Council meeting to listen to discussion on the Herbicide 

Program Policy. 
 

Member at Large D. Ekstrom reported on: 
 Farmers in the field making first passes. 
 Ideal looking spring. 
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 Early crops. 
 Farmers with corn seeders appear ready to go. 

 
N. Chambers asked if members would like a report regarding management 
items, in particular, follow up on items recommended by ASB and taken to 
Council for their consideration. A verbal report was given, which included 
Council’s approval of a donation to the Alberta Trapper’s Association for 
beaver management, a donation to the Alberta Invasive Species Council, 
approval of the Schedule of Fees bylaw which pertains to agricultural 
equipment rentals, approval of the AG-3 Herbicide Rebate Program policy, 
and an update on the Mountain Pine Beetle program. 

 
046/21  Moved by H. Swan to receive all of the reports for information.   
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
OLD BUSINESS Ag Mental Health Workshop 

C. Pankonin advised the Do More Ag Foundation is not able to provide a 
workshop shortened to only a half hour in the evening.  They could talk about 
mental health in general but could not host the entire workshop in that short 
of a time frame. One hour would be the minimum time required.  
 
Members discussed the massive increase in mental health calls, as discussed 
in Council by the local RCMP. 
 
Members discussed that a number of Do More Ag webinars have already 
occurred.  This time of year, many people may be looking to spend time 
outside rather than attending webinars in the evening. 
 
Members asked for item 9a) Farm Safety Centre Rural Heath Initiative to be 
moved up in the agenda. Members discussed the program details, including 
how it would work with the current COVID situation, as well as requirements 
for a donation.  
 
047/21  Moved by S. Wheale to table the Do More Ag Mental Health 

until the September ASB meeting. 
 
  H. Swan asked for a friendly amendment to indicate the 

August ASB meeting.  S. Wheale accepted. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Discussion continued on the Farm Safety Centre Rural Health Initiative, noting 
that it is good idea to have people focus on themselves too.  Members agreed 
we could provide advertising and supply the meeting rooms but a monetary 
donation was not necessary.  Funding for the program comes from the CAP 
program. 
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048/21  Moved by C. Brooks to direct Administration to contact The 

Farm Safety Centre to set up the Rural Health Initiative 
program for the end of June, with Brazeau County providing 
advertising, and supplying the rooms. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

DELEGATIONS  Public Input Session 
D. Ekstrom opened the Public Input Session at 9:56 a.m.  No members of the 
public were in attendance or on the conference call.  D. Ekstrom closed the 
Public Input Session at 9:57 a.m. 
 
Hemp Working Group 
A. Heinrich and M. Keely discussed the update provided by the Hemp Working 
Group, noting that Dick Puurveen is with the Breton Plots, not WCFA as 
originally noted in the report.  Planning at the plots is already complete for 
the 2021 season, but they may consider additional hemp planting for 2022. 
Members of the Hemp Working Group plan to attend the operations of the 
hemp seeding, harvesting, etc. at the Breton Plots to witness a whole cycle of 
a typical year and gather information to provide to potential growers. 
 
Individuals who were initially interested in growing hemp now have concerns 
with equipment, harvesting, and baling.  By documenting the entire season, 
the Hemp Working Group will have real information including yields, 
methods, etc. 
 
Members asked if any surrounding Counties have hemp growers.  Leduc 
County has a producer currently growing, but not certain if it is commercially 
or trials. M. Martinson added that Clearwater has two growers with 200 acres 
all for seed.  Red Deer County has had several seed hemp growers harvesting 
for oil.  To his knowledge, no producers are commercially growing fibre yet.  
 
There is a concern over fire risks when combining. This has an impact on some 
insurance policies.  Members discussed having a field trip for potential 
farmers to tour the hemp plots or other operations at neighbouring Counties. 
The Hemp Working Group is currently working on this, pending COVID 
restrictions. It is important to target the right sector of farming – i.e. grain or 
cattle operations. Small producers may also have opportunities. 
 
049/21  Moved by C. Brooks to accept the Hemp Working Group report 

for information.   
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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AgriStability 
M. Martinson spoke about the AgriStability program, advising that Alberta 
has signed on to the new program. 
 
In response to the perceived stalled negotiations, there was a motion from 
the ASB to send a letter encouraging the provincial government to sign on.  
Since that ASB meeting, significant progress has been made.  The biggest 
challenge was going to be the Reference Margin Limit.  Essentially, this is the 
amount of income the producer has to lose to be eligible for compensation.  
The application deadline has been extended to June and they are making the 
new reference margin limit retroactive to last year. A few outstanding items 
remain such as the percentage amount being paid out, and who will pay it - 
Federal or Provincial?  
 
It is the recommendation of M. Martinson that we do not send a letter.  A 
program is in place with the main issues being solved.  Fine tuning is still being 
worked out. 
 
M. Martinson also spoke about the AgriInvest program. He explained that 
AgriStability covers operating expenses in a tough year.  However, AgriInvest 
is money used to make a capital improvement, for example, with a matching 
opportunity from the government. AgriInvest requires the producer to have 
funds available to match. 
 
Members discussed presentations by the Agriculture Financial Services 
Corporation (AFSC) to discuss AgriStability, AgriInvest, programs for new or 
young farmers, loans, and similar topics of interest. 
 
050/21  Moved by S. Wheale to have Administration reach out to AFSC 

to ask about doing a presentation to our local farmers in a 
webinar or looking into providing a link to an existing webinar. 

 
IN FAVOUR: 
C. Brooks 
D. Wiltse 
H. Swan 
S. Wheale 
OPPOSED: 
D. Ekstrom 
CARRIED  
 
N. Chambers asked if this information satisfied the board’s previous motion 
directing Administration to draft a letter to the Ag Minister to encourage the 
Province to agree to the Federal Government AgriStability changes. 
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051/21  Moved by D. Wiltse to accept the recommendation to not 
write a letter to the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry 
regarding the AgriStability program.   

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

D. Ekstrom called for a break at 10:29 a.m. and the meeting resumed at 10:39 a.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS Fusarium Interim Report 

C. Pankonin discussed the 3-year Fusarium Seed Infection Surveillance project 
by the Alberta Seed Processors.  It was noted Brazeau County is still in the 
clear. Members discussed the infestations of neighbouring counties sharing 
our border.  Good job to the ASB and Ag Department for having the proper 
protocols in place for Fusarium and Clubroot. M. Martinson added that with 
cattle operations come long rotations, which is very helpful for controlling 
infestations. 
 
Key Contact Position 
C. Pankonin advised Alberta Agriculture and Forestry (AF) has committed to 
providing a Key Contact position to each ASB.  The Key Contact position will 
share updates from AF, respond to ASB questions, and share information. 
While they may or may not be a resource for every item, they are a direct link 
to AF and can relay information. One key contact will be assigned per ASB, 
with two to three key contacts per region. The key contact position is not 
mandatory, so the ASB can decide if they would like the position.  They are 
expecting to roll out the Key Contact program across the Province in late May.  
 
052/21  Moved by S. Wheale to direct Administration to thank Alberta 

Agriculture and Forestry and let them know we would like to 
have a key contact position available to our ASB and staff. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
053/21  Moved by H. Swan to receive the Fusarium Interim report and 

the Key Contact report for information.   
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
/ ITEMS FOR   
INFORMATION Letter from Saddle Hills County ASB - Provincial ASB Conference 

Members discussed the letter from Saddle Hills County ASB regarding the 
recent Provincial ASB Conference.  
 
054/21  Moved by H. Swan to accept the letter for information.   
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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2021 ASB Meeting Schedule  
No changes were required.  
 
D. Wiltse asked if herbicide was purchased last year, can it be claimed this 
year?  C. Pankonin advised that in the past, it has been a case-by-case 
situation, considering special circumstances such as weather.  If this situation 
arises, the producers can contact C. Pankonin directly to discuss. 
 

ADJOURNMENT         055/21 Moved by C. Brooks that the regular Agricultural Service Board 
meeting of April 21, 2021, adjourn at 10:59 a.m. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY   
 
 
 
 
   __________________________  __________________________ 
   ASB CHAIRPERSON     AG FIELDMAN   


