
MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING HELD AT THE BRAZEAU COUNTY

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, EOC MEETING ROOM, IN DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA ON

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021.

Sara Wheale, Vice Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m.CALL TO ORDER

Dallas Ekstrom, Chairperson & Member at Large {Via GoTo Meeting)
Heidi Swan, Councillor (Via GoTo Meeting)

Donna Wiltse, Councillor (Via GoTo Meeting)
Sara Wheale, Vice Chairperson & Councillor

Cody Brooks, Member at Large

Mike Mueller, Member at Large (Via GoTo Meeting)
Shawn McKerry, Interim Chief Administrative Officer

Matt Martinson, Agricultural Fieldman (Via GoTo Meeting)
Corbyn Pankonin, Assistant Agricultural Fieldman

Nancy Chambers, Agricultural Technician/Recording Secretary

PRESENT

ABSENT none

Gary Redmond & Kevin McCulium, West Central Airshed Society (Via GoTo
Meeting)

GUESTS

ADOPTION

OF AGENDA Additions/Deletions to and Adoption of Agenda

013/21 Moved by D. Ekstrom to adopt the agenda with additions:

6b) Update Report - Herbicide Program Policy
7c) Herbicide Dealer

7d) Fire Permits
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

ADOPTION OF

MINUTES Adoption of Minutes

014/21 Moved by D. Ekstrom to adopt the minutes of the Agricultural

Service Board meeting of January 20, 2021 as presented.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

DELEGATIONS/
APPOINTMENTS West Central Airshed Society

On behalf of the West Central Airshed Society, Gary Redmond, Executive

Director, and Kevin McCulium, Data Manager gave a presentation on Alberta

Airsheds. They are a non-profit, independent resource for air quality in the
area. There are 85 stations in 10 airsheds in the Province. Live data is available

on their website www.wcas.ca. along with historical data. Educational

resources are available online for teachers or parents (grades 5, 9 & 12).
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Agriculture can have an impact on air quality, as air quality can have an impact
on agriculture. Interested in connecting with ASB's to understand if air quality
for agricultural producers is something that should be explored further. They
are seeking communications with agricultural producers and researching
impacts on agriculture. If there are information requests from producers, put
them in contact with the WCAS. WCAS will also do requests on data analysis.

Most of their funds come by way of levies from large emitting industries that

contribute to air quality. They also receive a grant from the Provincial

government as well. Both of these sources of funding are difficult to predict

and rely on. A link to the WCAS website is posted on the Brazeau County
website.

015/21
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by C. Brooks to receive the delegation for information.

Public Input Session

S. Wheale opened the Public Input Session at 2:15 p.m. No members of the

public were in attendance or on the conference call. S. Wheale closed the

Public Input Session at 2:16 p.m.

BUSINESS ARISING none

AGRICULTURE

REPORTS Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Report January/February 2021

C. Pankonin provided a verbal review of the Assistant Agricultural Fieldman
report.

Member Reports

Member at Large C. Brooks reported on:

> Nothing to report.

Member at Large D. Ekstrom reported on:

> Adverse weed control conditions in the spring due to wet weather.

M. Martinson offered that for roadside application in a wet spring or summer,

they do a standing water assessment to determine if spraying can take place

before trucks are dispatched. Tracked gators may still be able to be deployed.
If it's a wet year, then simply less miles are done.

S. Wheale noted that with a residual in the chemical being used now, it will

help.
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M. Mueller added not to cheap out on the surfactants, they do help. Avoid
fine sprays. Larger droplets stick better. A proper window is needed for

application.

Councillor H. Swan reported on:

> Need more education on weeds. Suggests putting on an education

session for the public.

> Meat packing plants are experiencing difficulties due to lack of

employees.

> Trend for gardening and selling right off the farm. Movement for Craft

Beef becoming popular.

Councillor D. Wiltse reported on:

> Vermilion farmer building fence posts from agricultural plastic waste.

Councillors. Wheale reported on:

> Dealing with frozen water.
> Markets seems stable in the central area.

016/21 Moved by H. Swan to have administration bring back
information on hosting a weed webinar.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

It was suggest to host the weed webinar in April or May and suggested that
more than one be held. It was also suggested to include information for

acreage owners if they are approved under the Herbicide Policy.

Member at Large M. Mueller reported on:

> The Vermilion farmer producing posts from agricultural plastic waste
should be put in touch with the Clean Farms program.

> Agri stability - Prairie provinces are not in favour of Federal changes
proposed.

> AFSC crop insurance - discount of 20% for premiums; however that is

due to a surplus in collection of premiums over the past few years.

017/21
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by D. Ekstrom to receive all the reports for information.

Hemp Working Group Update

Members reviewed the report provided by the Hemp Working Group.

OLD BUSINESS

018/21 Moved by C. Brooks to receive the Hemp Working Group

report for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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Herbicide Program Policy

C. Pankonin provided an update report on the draft Herbicide Program Policy,
based comments and suggestions provided by Council at their last meeting.
The cutoff date is September 30 so that field inspections can be done. After
this date it is difficult to tell if control was achieved. Not a lot of spraying is
effective after this date anyway. Members asked if it was normal practice to
have the ASB approve applications.

019/21 Moved by H. Swan to send Administration's recommendations

to Council for the March 2, 2021 council meeting.

Members discussed recommending a cap amount in the case Council does

want a cap put in place.

IN FAVOUR:

C. Brooks

D. Wiltse

H. Swan

D. Ekstrom

OPPOSED:

M. Mueller

S. Wheale

CARRIED

Ag Rental Equipment Rate Review

C. Pankonin provided information on current Brazeau County agricultural
rental equipment rates and damage deposits, as well as comparable rates
from other Counties. Administration recommended lowering damage
deposits to $50 on the RFID tag reader, the bran bait applicator, and the signs
in order to bring them in line with other damage deposits. The Rental

contract specifies that any damages are the responsibility of the renter so

they are still responsible if damages are over the deposit amount.
Administration also recommended the Brillion seeder and fertilizer spreader
rates be the same, with an increase to $100/day each. Administration also

recommended the rental rate of $30/dayforthe old cattle scale if it is decided

to keep it. If accepted by the Board, the suggested changes will be presented

to Council in the Schedule of Fees bylaw for the final budget approval in April.

NEW BUSINESS

020/21 Moved by D. Ekstrom to send Administration's

recommendations to Council for final approval in the
Schedule of Fees.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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Liquidation of Old Cattle Scale

At the October 14, 2020 ASB meeting, a motion was made to recommend the

liquidation of the old cattle scale to Council. Upon further review, it was

determined the old cattle scale is preferred by some users because of the side

panel that can be adjusted. Administration asked if the board would consider

keeping it, in addition to the new cattle scale, and having the same rental rate

on both. As per the Equipment Rental Policy AG-2, livestock equipment is
available to non-profit groups free of charge. Members discussed the

potential sale value, the replacement cost, and the discontinuation of the

older load sensors.

021/21 Moved by D. Wiltse to rescind motion 1058/20 pertaining to

the liquidation of the old cattle scale.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

C. Brooks discussed a potential recommendation to Council that the County
becomes a herbicide dealer, citing that this would assist acreage owners in
particular, due to small amounts of chemical needed.

HERBICIDE DEALER

M. Martinson advised that Clearwater County is a retail agent for several
manufacturers of chemical. They also sell a few nozzles, pumps, grass seed,
etc. Members and administration discussed the pros and cons including

providing a service to ratepayers and good public relations, as well as

certification required, storage considerations, hours of business, and staffing.

022/21 Moved by C. Brooks to recommend to Council to consider

becoming a herbicide dealer.

H. Swan authorized C. Brooks to withdraw his motion.

023/21 Moved by M. Mueller to direct Administration to investigate

the possibilities and ramification of having the County become

a dealer for farm herbicide chemicals.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

M. Mueller brought forward a concern over air quality and smoke,

neighboring landowner recently logged their quarter and had tops to burn.
They could only get a permit to light four piles at a time so they did not get

everything finished. If the permit allowed him to light all of the piles at once,

he might have gotten it done in four to five days rather than having a month

of smoke. M. Mueller suggested talking to Fire Services to change that rule if

the conditions are right.

AFIRE PERMITS

S. McKerry offered that when a permit is issued, they need to make sure the

permittee has the equipment and experience to manage the burn.

ASB Minutes February 17, 2021

Page 5 of 7



Administration can ask Fire Services / Alberta Environment and Parks if this is

a standard practice or unique to this situation.

024/21 Moved by M. Mueller to direct Administration to invite Fire

Services to a future ASB meeting.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

S. Wheale called for a break at 3:54 pm and the meeting resumed at 4:03 p.m.

CORRESPONDENCE

/ ITEMS FOR
INFORMATION 2021 Provincial ASB Conference Discussion

Members discussed the outcomes of the Provincial ASB Conference. In

general, members were very pleased with the conference,
included:

Comments

The voting format with real time results was appreciated.

Saving money with this format.

Chairperson and Administration were organized.

Minister Dreeshen was open and responsive to questions and

concerns.

Well put together, really enjoyed it.

Resolutions were long but overall was good.

Good information on grants and flood mapping.

Disappointing to hear the Province downloading responsibilities to

the ASBs.

Good presenters and good discussions.

Good educational experience.

Presenters kept on topic and answered questions.

Brazeau's Clubroot policy was noted as being very restrictive.
Members felt this policy was still the right call for our County at the

time the bylaw was passed.

9/10 resolutions passed.

Good support from the northern areas in attempt to reinstate the

Fusarium policy.

S. McKerry left the meeting at 4:12 p.m.

On another note, members felt the Hemp seminar that was put on by
InnoTech Alberta was fantastic.

025/21 Moved by C. Brooks to receive the 2021 Provincial ASB
Conference discussion for information.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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ADJOURNMENT

2022 Provincial ASB Tour Cancellation
O26l2L Moved by H. Swan to receive the cancellation letter for

information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Alberta lnvasive Species Council Sponsorship
Members asked what the sponsorship would go toward and what we receive
from them. Page 32 of the agenda shows sponsorship benefits.

O27l2L Moved by D. Wiltse to take this to Council asking for money to
support a bronze sponsorship for $fOOO.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSTY

2021 ASB Meetine Schedule
028121, Moved by C. Brooks to reschedule the March L7,2O2L meeting

to March t8,2OZl at 9:00 a.m.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

O29l21- Moved by H. Swan that the regular Agricultural Service Board

meeting of February t7,202L, adjourn at 4:23 p.m.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

ASB CHAIRPERSON AG FIELDMAN
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