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MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING HELD AT THE BRAZEAU COUNTY 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, EOC MEETING ROOM, IN DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA ON 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2020. 
 
CALL TO ORDER K. Westerlund, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.       
 
PRESENT  Kara Westerlund, Councillor 

Anthony Heinrich, Councillor 
Heidi Swan, Councillor 
Henry Hughes, Member at Large 
Allan Goddard, Member at Large 
Duane Movald, Member at Large  
Dallas Ekstrom, Member at Large  
Dawnia McCann, Manager of Agricultural Services 
Corbyn Pankonin, Assistant Agricultural Fieldman 
Nancy Chambers, Recording Secretary 

 
ABSENT  Dallas Ekstrom, Member at Large 
 
GUESTS  none 
 
ADDITIONS    
AND ADOPTION  
OF AGENDA  Additions and Adoption of Agenda 

088/20 Moved by D. Movald to adopt the agenda with the addition 
of item 6a) Alberta Trappers Association. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY     
 
ADOPTION OF    
MINUTES  Adoption of Minutes 

089/20 Moved by A. Heinrich to adopt the minutes of the Agricultural 
Service Board meeting of August 19, 2020 as presented.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
BUSINESS ARISING none 
 
D. Ekstrom entered the meeting at 9:02 a.m. 
 
AGRICULTURE   
REPORTS  Manager of Agricultural Services Report August/September, 2020 

D. McCann provided a verbal review of the Manager of Agricultural Services 
report.  Members asked about the Mountain Pine Beetle Grant, asking what 
work will be done and if it is a cost-sharing grant.  D. McCann responded it is 
to identify MPB areas within Brazeau County, and it would be fully funded by 
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the Provincial Government.  If successful, part of the grant would be 
potentially used for the purchase of anti-aggregation pheromone pouches.  
 
The Regional ASB Conference will be on-line this year. 
 
090/20  Moved by H. Swan to receive the Manager of Agricultural 

Services report for information.   
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Report August/September, 2020 
C. Pankonin provided a verbal review of the Assistant Agricultural Fieldman 
report.  Members asked about equipment rentals. 
 
091/20  Moved by D. Ekstrom to receive the Assistant Agricultural 

Fieldman report for information.   
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Member Reports  
 
Member at Large A. Goddard reported on: 
 Haying is finished.  Went back to cut some sloughs. 
 The last 6 weeks has been much better and dried up considerably. 
 Hauling bales and cleaning corrals. 

 
Member at Large D. Ekstrom reported on: 
  Nothing to report. 

 
Member at Large D. Movald reported on: 
 After 15th of August, the relative feed values have come up with the 

increase in sunshine we have received. 
 Provincial crop yield index is 114.  The average is about 100.  Our area 

may be a bit under average. 
 
Member at Large H. Hughes reported on: 
 Slowly getting haying done in marginal areas that they couldn’t get 

into a few weeks ago. 
 May be seeding more Winter Wheat. 

 
Councillor H. Swan reported on: 
 Combine fires in southern Alberta and in Saskatchewan. 
 There is great value in neighbor chat groups to come to the aid. 
 The local Fire Department recently responded to a baler fire. 
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Councillor A. Heinrich reported on: 
 Haying is mostly done. 
 Harvesting has started.  Not very good crops.  Most are drowned out, 

so expecting low yields and insurance claims. 
 Not many second cuts. 
 Still lots of hay available in the area, so not expecting prices to rise. 

 
Councillor K. Westerlund reported on: 
 Asked if farmers are seeing a lot of aggressive people in their area. 
 Asked if drivers are being aggressive when farmers are moving 

equipment on roads. 
 Square bales were stolen off a trailer at a property north on Hwy 22. 

Asked if there is an increase in hay theft. 
 

092/20  Moved by A. Goddard to receive the ASB Member reports for 
information.   

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

OLD BUSINESS Alberta Trappers Association 
H. Swan distributed a letter from Greg Miller of the Alberta Trappers 
Association. They are willing to help the County with beaver control through 
the Drayton Valley Trappers Local. Under the auspice of a donation, they 
would offer an incentive for Brazeau County landowners to allow trappers to 
take beavers.  In return, they will provide us with data.  Live trap and 
relocation are also an available option. 
 
If County infrastructure is being affected due to beaver dams causing 
flooding, the County can get involved.  If it is just flooding between 
landowners, it is considered a private matter. 
 

J. Whaley entered the meeting at 9:41 a.m. 
 
093/20  Moved by D. Movald to recommend that the ASB donate 

$2500 to the Drayton Valley Trappers Local of the Alberta 
Trappers Association for Beaver Management in Brazeau 
County. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
K. Westerlund called for a break at 9:46 a.m. and the meeting resumed at 10:00 a.m. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT  Public Input Session 

K. Westerlund opened the Public Input Session at 10:01 a.m.   
 
Rick and Jo Stuckenberg were in attendance.  Mr. Stuckenberg spoke about 
control of thistle and requests the County import Weevils to control 
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significant thistle infestations.  He suggested they may consider this as a pilot 
project. The Stuckenbergs have an Environmental Reserve along the creek on 
their property.  Weevils can be used as a natural means to control thistle, 
especially near a creek.  They are available through the West-Central Forage 
Association (WCFA) who import them from the USA.   
 
Mr. Stuckenberg also spoke about the County’s herbicide rebate program.  
They have been on the land for over 15 years, actively spraying and pulling 
weed, unfortunately without success.  They recently received a weed report 
from the County.  As acreage owners, they do not have access to the rebate 
from the county, although their property is zoned AG, and there is a hay crop 
on the land.  Mr. Stuckenberg suggested that when a weed report or notice 
is received, a weed control rebate should also be offered landowners. Mr. 
Stuckenberg submitted a photograph and two-page summary to distribute to 
the board. 
 
A. Heinrich clarified the difference between a Weed Report (for information) 
and a Weed Notice (enforcement).   
 
H. Swan advised that the WCFA attended a spring ASB meeting discussing the 
use of Weevils.  D. McCann explained that we purchased quite a few trays of 
Weevils through the WCFA this spring, but due to the border closure, WCFA 
could not obtain them and refunded the money to the County. D. McCann 
confirmed that riparian areas, ER’s, and areas along water bodies are the 
areas the County would like to target for Weevil use, rather than using 
chemical. 
 
K. Westerlund advised that budget items, including the herbicide rebate will 
be addressed in the upcoming budget discussions.  A. Goddard confirmed 
Stuckenbergs are an acreage owner within a quarter section. D. Movald has 
used Weevils on his property in the past and noted it has been a struggle to 
get Weevils over the last few years. A. Heinrich asked about other insects.  D. 
McCann advised that Stem-Gall Flies are also an option.  They lay their eggs 
in the stem and the young eat the stem so nutrients can’t be moved through 
the plant.  They also come from the USA, so receiving shipments are also 
difficult. 
 
A. Heinrich asked for clarification on the rebate program.  The rebate covers 
treatment of all weeds on the list in the Act; however, the only herbicides the 
rebate applies to are Grazon, Restore II and Reclaim.  Acreage owners cannot 
usually purchase the three herbicides listed for the rebate because only 
individuals with farm registrations can purchase these chemicals. The 
authority to approve other herbicides for rebate is at the discretion of the Ag 
Fieldman.  
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K. Westerlund closed the Public Input Session at 10:18 a.m. and Rick and Jo 
Stuckenberg left the meeting. 
 
H. Hughes asked where weed notices are sent to for the oilfield companies. 
D. McCann advised they are sent to the head offices where tax notices are 
also sent. C. Pankonin advised in some instances, weeds are coming from 
oilfield leases onto private land. 

 
NEW BUSINESS Draft 2021 Operating Budget 

D. McCann presented the draft operating budget for 2021. Members 
discussed expected revenues and proposed changes to expenses. 
 

C. Pankonin left the meeting at 10:56 a.m. and returned at 10:57 a.m. 
 
094/20 Moved by D. Movald to table discussion on the draft 2021 

operating budget. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
/ ITEMS FOR   
INFORMATION 2020 ASB Meeting Schedule  
 
J. Whaley left the meeting at 11:11 a.m. 
 

095/20  Moved by H. Hughes to reschedule the October 21 meeting to 
October 14, 2020. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

ADJOURNMENT         096/20 Moved by A. Goddard that the regular Agricultural Service 
Board meeting of September 16, 2020, adjourn at 11:12 a.m. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY   
 
 
 
 
   __________________________   
   ASB CHAIRPERSON      

 

 

   __________________________  
   AG FIELDMAN 


