
MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING HELD AT THE BRAZEAU COUNTY

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, EOC MEETING ROOM, IN DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA ON

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2020.

K. Westerlund, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.CALL TO ORDER

Kara Westerlund, Councillor

Anthony Heinrich, Councillor
Heidi Swan, Councillor

Henry Hughes, Member at Large

Allan Goddard, Member at Large

Duane Movald, Member at Large

Dallas Ekstrom, Member at Large

Corbyn Pankonin, Assistant Agricultural Fieldman

Nancy Chambers, Recording Secretary

PRESENT

Jocelyn Whaley, Chief Administrative Officer
Dawnia McCann, Manager of Agricultural Services

ABSENT

GUESTS none

ADDITIONS

AND ADOPTION

OF AGENDA Additions and Adoption of Agenda

Moved by D. Ekstrom to adopt the agenda with additions:

7a) Hawkweed Agreement; and

7b) Kochia Weed.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

058/20

ADOPTION OF

MINUTES Adoption of Minutes

059/20 Moved by H. Swan to adopt the minutes of the Agricultural

Service Board meeting of June 17, 2020 as presented.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

BUSINESS ARISING none

AGRICULTURE

REPORTS Manager of Agricultural Services Report June/Julv, 2020

Members reviewed the Manager of Agricultural Services report submitted by
D. McCann. Members asked about the rental of the fertilizer spreader,

including how many times it was rented out and feedback from the users.
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060/20 Moved by A. Goddard to have an evaluation of the fertilizer

spreader for the October meeting.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

061/20 Moved by D. Ekstrom to receive the Manager of Agricultural

Services report for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Report June/July, 2020

C. Pankonin provided a verbal review of the Assistant Agricultural Fieldman

report. Roadside spraying and weed inspections are going well. Members

asked if weed enforcements are happening this year. Last season, weed
notices were issued in the fall. Weed notices are on a case-by-case situation,

upon consultation with the Manager of Agricultural Services. In County

ditches, there is a concern over mowers spreading weeds by moving from one

spot to another. Ideally, spraying would occur first before mowing.

Two very wet years have hampered efforts for landowners and Brazeau

County alike. Members asked about the process and timelines for

enforcement after weed reports and weed notices have been issued. Records

of weed reports and weed notices are stored so the history is available and

they also show what action has been taken in the past.

Charlie Martin entered the meeting at 9:38 a.m.

Members asked about monitoring for Clubroot. We will be conducting

Clubroot monitoring later this season, but have not received direction yet

from the Province on the timing of the monitoring.

Members asked if a memorial had been done for Maureen Schwab and asked

if the ASB would be willing to do something over and above what Council is

doing.

062/20 Moved by D. Movald to receive the Assistant Agricultural

Fieldman report for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Member Reports

Councillor FI. Swan reported on:
> Weed concerns.

Member at Large FI. Flughes reported on:

> Over 7 inches of rain in July alone.
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Member at Large A. Goddard reported on:

> Wet, but grass is growing.
> Weed infestations.

> Crops look dismal in Breton area, if they were able to seed at all.

> Calving finished, but will have to vaccinate later in the season.

Councillor A. Heinrich reported on:

> Has not been able to hay yet.
> Will likely be a scarcity for straw.

H. Swan added that Council has plans to hosting two public meetings, looking

to hear from area producers on the state of agriculture in Brazeau County.

Member at Large D. Ekstrom reported on:

> Dianne Finstad, agricultural reporter and journalist, has been inducted

into the Alberta Sports Hall of Fame.

> Kevin Hursh has published various agricultural financial articles of

interest.

> Ducks Unlimited has been promoting ranch stewardship very well.

Member at Large D. Movald reported on:
> Wet situation.

> Grasshoppers in the ditch.

> Grasses in fields are startingto adapt and change due to the moisture.

Councillor K. Westerlund reported on:

> Nothing to report.

063/20 Moved by H. Swan to receive the ASB Member reports for

information.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

K. Westerlund called for a break at 9:52 a.m. and the meeting resumed at 10:00 a.m.

Public Input Session

K. Westerlund opened the Public Input Session at 10:00 a.m.

PUBLIC INPUT

Charlie Martin, board member with the Warburg Seed Cleaning Co-Op Ltd.

was in attendance to speak about Fusarium headblight. Fusarium has been

removed from the Agricultural Pests Act. The Alberta Seed Processors has a

program called Seed Smart http://seedprocessors.ca/seed-smart/seed-

testing-101/ to "encourage growers to use the best seed possible to target

successful crop production". Handouts from the Alberta Seed Processors

were given to the Board. Seed Smart is a complete testing program including
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germination, vigor testing, disease screening, purity testing, and getting a

1000 kernel weight.

If buying seed, you have the right to ask about germination and diseases. At

the Warburg plant, they are remaining at zero tolerance for Fusarium. If

buying straw, be careful where it is coming from, as Fusarium can come in the

straw.

For plants that treat infected lots of grain, you have a right to ask when

Fusarium infected grain was last processed, as Fusarium is airborne. The

plants tend to leave the infected grain to last and then clean before they

change to another grain.

Warburg plant is still requiring Fusarium testing prior to processing. Brazeau

County currently provides free Fusarium testing on the first two samples per

farm. Warburg plant can treat for Fusarium if they have to.

Members asked if grasses such as Timothy can be infected as well. C. Martin

advised that grass seed, as well as cereal seed, can be infected. Members

asked if the risk of Fusarium infections drops for a field broken up and seeded

back to grass after an infected cereal seed was grown in the past, and C.

Martin cautioned that once it's there, it may remain there for an

undetermined time.

Members asked for Administration to research how fusarium infections

spread.

Members asked about treatment. C. Martin reported the treatment is very

effective with very good results and strongly suggests treatment. Grasses are

more susceptible than legumes.

C. Martin re-iterated the Seed Smart program and cautioned that if all

samples come out of one bin, be cautious that other bins may still be infected.

064/20
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

A. Fleinrich moved to receive the report for information.

K. Westerlund closed the Public Input Session at 10:28 a.m.

ASB Tour Committee Update

D. Movald, ASB Tour Committee Chairperson, gave a verbal update on the

ASB Tour. A survey was sent out to ASB's to determine interest in attending
the 2021 tour.

OLD BUSINESS
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The Tour Committee determined that by planning a combination of in-person

and virtual tours, they can still handle changes to circumstances as things

change with the COVID situation.

A budget breakdown will be coming to the July 16, 2020 ASB Tour Committee

meeting. Tour Coordinators will start to visit potential sites to determine

accessibility and internet connectivity. With videos being recorded, there is a

long-term value for the videos to be used for Economic Development in the

future. Members suggested an early-bird registration.

065/20
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by H. Hughes to receive the report for information.

Draft Letter to Minister of Transportation Re: Class 1 MELT Exemption

Extension

Members reviewed the draft letter.

066/20
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by D. Ekstrom to send the letter.

Draft Letter to Warburg Seed Cleaning Co-Op Re: Fusarium

Members reviewed the draft letter. As C. Martin has addressed member

concerns already, members felt the letter was redundant. It was suggested

to redraft the letter to say thank you for coming and making a presentation.

We are pleased to hear the stance of zero tolerance. If there are any changes

to their plant policy, please keep us informed.

067/20 Moved by A. Heinrich to approve the sending of the letter

based on the content we have given to Administration.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

068/20 Moved by D. Ekstrom to bring Brazeau County's Fusarium

Graminearum policy to the next meeting for review and
discussion.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Giant Hogweed and Cow Parsnip

Members reviewed the report.

069/20
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by A. Goddard to receive the report for information.

Review of Equipment Rental Rates & Damage Deposits for 2021

Members discussed the current rates and were asked to suggest changes to

present to Council for the 2021 Schedule of Fees Bylaw.
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Members suggested assessing the fertilizer spreader in the fall and then

reviewing the rates at that time.

Members expressed that the reason for rentals is to help agricultural

producer, rather than compete with private companies.

070/20 Moved by D. Ekstrom to accept the rental rates and damage

deposits for 2021.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Hawkweed Control Agreement

D. Ekstrom provided copies of the current Brazeau County Hawkweed Control

Agreement and asked if the agreement was used for any other weeds.

C. Pankonin confirmed this one is specific to Hawkweed.

NEW BUSINESS

Members expressed a concern over a landowner being forever liable for

someone being on their property to spray. Members asked if the clause was

suggested by legal. Members asked when the original agreement was put into

place.

071/20 Moved by H. Swan to table discussion on the Hawkweed

Control Agreement to the next meeting.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Kochia Weed

A. Heinrich discussed that the Kochia weed is beginning to become more

prevalent in our County. It spreads very quickly. It is quite resistant to

chemicals. The Kochia weed is not currently on the noxious or prohibited

noxious weed list under the Weed Control Regulation. The County has the

ability to designate weeds as noxious or prohibited noxious weeds by way of

Bylaw, with Ministerial approval. This will be brought forward to the next

Council meeting for discussion.

072/20
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by A. Heinrich to receive for information.

CORRESPONDENCE

/ ITEMS FOR
INFORMATION 2020 ASB Meeting Schedule

No changes to the schedule.
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073/20 Moved by H. Swan that the regular Agricultural Service

Board meeting of July 15, 2020, adjourn at 11:19 a.m.

ADJOURNMENT

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

ASB CHAIRPERSON

ISTANT AG FIELDMAN
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