
MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING HELD AT THE BRAZEAU COUNTY 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, EOC MEETING ROOM, IN DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA ON 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2020. 

CALL TO ORDER 

PRESENT 

ABSENT 

GUESTS 

ADDITIONS 

AND ADOPTION 

OF AGENDA 

ADOPTION OF 

K. Westerlund, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

Anthony Heinrich, Councillor 

Heidi Swan, Councillor 

Kara Westerlund, Councillor 

Henry Hughes, Member at Large (via conference call) 

Allan Goddard, Member at Large (via conference call) 

Duane Movald, Member at Large (via conference call) 

Dallas Ekstrom, Member at Large (via conference call) 

Dawnia Mccann, Manager of Agricultural Services (via conference call) 

Corbyn Pankonin, Assistant Agricultural Fieldman 

Nancy Chambers, Recording Secretary 

none 

none 

Additions and Adoption of Agenda 

034/20 Moved by D. Movald to adopt the agenda with the addition 

of Item 7b) Fertilizer Spreader Rate 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

MINUTES Adoption of Minutes 

035/20 Moved by A. Heinrich to adopt the minutes of the Agricultural 

Service Board meeting of April 15, 2020 as presented. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

BUSINESS ARISING None 

AGRICULTURE 

REPORTS Manager of Agricultural Services Report April to May, 2020 

D. Mccann provided a verbal review of the Manager of Agricultural Services

report. The applications for the ASB grant and resource management funding

was submitted and we were expecting to hear back in mid-May but have not

heard yet. The final edition of The Seed is underway. Agricultural news will

now be part of the regular Brazeau Newsletter published every second month

and delivered to all County residents. The 2019 Grant Reporting is almost

complete.
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Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Report April to May, 2020 

C. Pankonin provided a verbal review of the Assistant Agricultural Fieldman

report. Summer staff have commenced work; weed inspectors on May 4, and

sprayer operators on May 11. They are currently undergoing training and

preparing for their field seasons. The Weeds Workshop video conference

hosted by Brazeau County was held on May 7 with good success. A copy of

the recording is posted on the Brazeau County You Tube page.

In reference to the AlbertaFarmer Express article shared with ASB members 

this week, D. Mccann spoke about black henbane as a noxious weed. While 

it is not new to Alberta, it has not been an issue in Brazeau County so far, to 

her knowledge. Members stated the importance of knowing about the weed 

prior to its existence in our County. 

Member Reports 

Councillor K. Westerlund reported on: 

► Nothing to report.

Councillor A. Heinrich reported on: 

► Calving.

► Webinars with topics from COVID to Provincial strategy updates.

► People are struggling to get seeding in. Still wet in fields.

Councillor H. Swan reported on: 

► An article was sent out to the group this morning regarding mental

health in agriculture.

► The Federal Government is looking at setting up an Agricultural

specific help line - she is encouraging our Provincial Government to

do the same.

Member at Large D. Movald reported on: 

► Keeping up with ag news around the world.

► Delayed seeding due to wet conditions.

► The Western Livestock Price Insurance Program (WLPIP} deadline has

been extended to June.

Member at Large A. Goddard reported on: 

► Calving going remarkably well.

► AgriStability signup deadline extended to beginning of July.

► A few fields are seeded around Breton area, but generally, seeding

seems to be later this year.
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OLD BUSINESS 

Member at Large H. Hughes reported on: 

► Calving winding down.

► Field work starting this week.

Member at Large D. Ekstrom reported on: 

► Attended Alberta Beef Industry conference in March, in conjunction

with the Annual General Meetings for the Alberta Cattle Feeders'

Association and the Western Stock Growers Association.

► Recommends that the ASB should look at attending this conference

annually.

► Farmers lose the Right-to-Farm Court Case in Ponoka re: Area

Structure Plan.

► Website for the Alberta Beef Industry Conference is:

https://www.abiconference.ca/

Members discussed that Agrilnvest has a matching component with your 

funds matched by the government. 

036/20 Moved by H. Swan to receive all the agricultural reports for 

information. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

ALUS/Woodlot Tour 

D. Mccann provided an update regarding the proposed ALUS/Woodlot Tour.

Prior to COVID-19 plans were underway to partner with ALUS to provide a

joint ALUS/Woodlot Tour. In light of the COVID-19 restrictions, the ALUS PAC

discussed composing a series of short "how-to" videos rather than a physical

tour. D. McCann asked if the ASB would be interested in doing some videos

about woodlots. Members discussed how to use woodlots as an economic

portion of farm income. It was discussed how a video could accomplish that.

Videos could be advertised to the public. A long-term value would be gained

with these types of videos.

Members cautioned about the inundation of videos to producers and the 

public in general in this time of COVID-19. Research should be done to see 

what is already out there and what links can be placed on the County website 

under a section for Woodlots. 

Members asked about the in-house capacity to do the videos. We would 

reach out to external experts and talk with the County's communications 

department about capturing the video. Members asked about budget 

implications. Limited editing would be required, so there would be minimal 

budget requirements outside of what was budgeted for the physical tour. 

Economic Development is also looking into working with a videographer that 

may be able to assist with videos. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

037 /20 Moved by A. Heinrich to direct Administration to investigate 
what the costs are for videos and what topics can be explored 
in the woodlot videos. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

West-Central Forage Association (WCFA) Environmental Farm Plans (EFP's) 
D. Mccann provided an update regarding the EFP's that WCFA has aided
producers in completing. From 2009 to 2017 they helped Brazeau County
producers complete 7 EFP's, as well as 7 EFP's in 2018 and 9 EFP's in 2019.

The former Growing Forward 2 (GF2) program, is now called the Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership (CAP) program. In order for producers to receive CAP 
funding, some programs require EFPs, while others require a Long-Term 
Water Management Plan (LTWMP). Requirements vary between grant 
categories. 

Members asked about the WCFA hemp plots. D. Mccann confirmed Brazeau 
County is still providing funding and WCFA is still putting the hemp plots in. 

Members asked about the progress on Motion 024/20 from the April 15, 2020 
meeting, directing Administration to compile a list of agri-experts. D. Mccann 
advised of a recent update from Alberta Agriculture regarding the 310-FARM 
information line. Alberta Ag is working on compiling a list of resources to be 
distributed to the Fieldmen upon completion. D. Mccann will follow up, but 
is waiting to see their list and then add local or extra information as needed. 
The current timeframe for this is unknown. 

West Central Airshed Society also deals with Alberta Agriculture and Alberta 
Environment. They have experienced several staff cuts but explained that 
some services will come back, but in a different way. They are asking for some 
time to re-vamp some departments during this transition year. 

038/20 Moved by H. Swan to receive the WCFA EFP numbers for 
information. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Summer Staff 
C. Pankonin provided an update on summer staff, including the Weed
Inspectors and what areas they are responsible for. She also gave an update
on the Spray Operators and their areas and duties.

Members asked with the fenceline spray program being eliminated, how 
much does that affect the Spray Operator's duties. Time spent on fenceline 
spraying in the past will now be spent on other areas such as campgrounds, 
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gravel pits, hamlets, etc. It was asked how much time is spent helping farmers 

with programs such as the Hawkweed Program. C. Pankonin estimated close 

to half of their time last year was spent on these types of programs. She also 

noted that Hawkweed continues to worsen in the Breton area in particular. 

How many Hawkweed areas are treated is dependent on how many people 

fill out the applications to have the County spray some of their Hawkweed. 

039/20 Moved by D. Ekstrom to receive for information. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

K. Westerlund called for a break at 9:51 a.m. and the meeting resumed at 10:00 a.m. with Barb

Scully, ASB Tour Coordinator in attendance via conference call.

PUBLIC INPUT Public Input Session 

K. Westerlund opened the Public Input Session at 10:01 a.m. No members of

the public were in attendance on the conference call. K. Westerlund closed

the Public Input Session at 10:02 a.m.

ASB Tour Committee Update 

D. Mccann provided a draft of survey questions pertaining to the 2021 ASB

Tour, for the ASB to review and consider. This survey will be distributed to all

of the other Ag Service Boards in the Province to gauge their interest in the

2021 ASB Tour.

K. Westerlund recently attended an online conference for the Economic

Developer's Association of Alberta. Instead of a 3-4 day conference, it was

scaled down to only a few hours as a trial for a virtual conference. Nearly 210

people attended the Zoom conference. Breakout sessions were held with

small groups and the conference organizers put you in the group {room) you

wanted to be in with. It was easy to do and it went very well.

B. Scully reviewed the tour options which include a Traditional Tour, a Virtual

Tour and a Hybrid Tour with a combination of traditional and virtual. She

reviewed a Sample Virtual Tour Day. A livestream of the tour could be done

so the attendees on the bus are seeing the same as the attendees via video.

An abundance of plug and play platforms are available. Connectivity issues 

could be addressed by having groups meet at County offices in their own 

municipality, if their home internet is not sufficient, similar to experiencing a 

Watch Party. 

Rather than attendees receiving the usual tour jackets or bags, she suggested 

that boxes filled with local gifts such as honey, seeds, hemp flower pots, 

mead, etc. could be sent to the registrants so they experience Brazeau 

County. 
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H. Swan asked about the Solar Expert, asking if it is agricultural-related. B.

Scully explained this is just an example, not the final tour stops. Agriculture

and innovation are the key themes.

Broadband issues on site can be addressed with hotspots. 

A pre-run could be done as a Launch Party for the producers and speakers so 

they have a better concept of how the Tour will play out and what it will look 

like to attendees. If the hybrid model is chosen, the Tour Coordinators want 

to meet with the producers one-on-one to help and support them with their 

story telling. 

A. Heinrich asked the Members-at-Large if they are supportive of the Tour

and if so, in what form.

D. Ekstrom - Very innovative and creative. Bringing technology into the tour

is relevant with today's situation. Sending out the survey is a good starting

point.

H. Hughes - Likes the face to face, so would like to see a live tour. A combined

tour would be best if we can't do a full traditional tour.

A. Goddard - We must see the survey responses. Good first step. Leans

toward the traditional. Find out if there is support for a tour with the rapidly

changing situation. Must be prepared to move either way. Likes the idea of

Tour Coordinators giving speaking tips.

D. Movald - We'll need some direction on the timing for survey. We would

be the first in the Province to do this. By having a virtual tour, we are opening

Brazeau County to the world.

H. Swan added there are concerns that we might have tilted survey results

considering where we are with COVID-19 right now. There is a heightened

uncertainty at this time.

A. Heinrich added that our tour is scheduled for 2021 and the following two

years already have Counties scheduled for 2022 and 2023 tours.

C. Pankonin left the meeting at 10:31 a.m. and returned at 10:33 a.m.

It is preferable to have survey results back before the next ASB meeting in 

June. It was suggested that the survey be sent out to Brazeau ASB this week 

as a test before it goes out to external ASBs. All answers are confidential so 

we do know not how individuals voted. 
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Members asked if there are budget impacts. There are opportunities to save 
money due to not as much funds required for busses, meals, etc. The savings 

can potentially go into the technology needs. 

It is an opportunity to link Brazeau County's Economic Development with the 

Agriculture Tour. Everything is filmed and available for use in the future. 
Expansion on sponsorship is available and not limited to only local. Regional 

collaboration opportunities may be realized with breakout sessions. 

Networking and marketing opportunities will also be available. 

It was suggested to send the survey out May 21 to Brazeau ASB members 

with responses due by May 29 in time for the next Tour Committee Meeting. 

Then the Tour Committee can review and send it to rest of Provincial ASBs in 

first week of June with results by June 17 for the Brazeau County ASB meeting. 

Members noted the wording of the introduction line would need to be edited 

to reflect the correct number of questions. 

H. Hughes was disconnected from the call at 10:48 am.

040/20 Moved by D. Ekstrom to direct Administration to make edits 

to the ASB tour survey and send it out to the Brazeau ASB with 

responses by May 29. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

041/20 Moved by H. Swan to add ASB Written Reports for 
Conferences as item 7c. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Fertilizer Spreader Rates 

H. Swan asked if Administration could check what others charge as a damage

deposit and rental rate for fertilizer spreaders and report back.

H. Hughes rejoined the call at 10:51 a.m.

D. Mova Id asked about the rate of spread per density of the product.

Administration is looking into simplifying a How-To to have available with the 

rental. 

042/20 Moved by H. Swan to direct Administration do research on 
damage deposit and rental rates for comparable fertilizer 
spreaders and bring back to next ASB meeting. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

/ ITEMS FOR 

ASB Written Reports 

H. Swan discussed attendance at conferences being followed by a written

report, to be consistent with Council and the Municipal Planning Committee.

Members discussed if there is an expectation to provide a written report 

versus a verbal report. 

043/20 

IN FAVOUR: 

K. Westerlund

A. Heinrich

H. Swan

D. Movald

H. Hughes

D. Ekstrom

OPPOSED:

A. Goddard

CARRIED

Moved by H. Swan that ASB members are encouraged to use 

the best practice of providing a written report after attending 

conferences. 

INFORMATION 2020 ASB Meeting Schedule 

No changes to the schedule. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Members asked for an update on the BMO Farm Family Award. K. 

Westerlund indicated the Claypools were very happy to be nominated. D. 

Mccann is working on completing the nomination form. The committee has 

extended the nomination deadline, but they are still uncertain about the 

actual award presentation. 

044/20 Moved by A. Goddard that the regular Agricultural Service 

Board meeting of May 20, 2020, adjourn at 11:09 a.m. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

ASB CHAIRPERSON 
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