
MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING HELD AT THE BRAZEAU COUNTY

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, EOC MEETING ROOM, IN DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA ON

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2020.

K. Westerlund, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.CALL TO ORDER

Anthony Heinrich, Councillor

Heidi Swan, Councillor (via conference call)

Kara Westerlund, Councillor

Henry Hughes, Member at Large (via conference call)

Allan Goddard, Member at Large (via conference call)

Duane Movald, Member at Large (via conference call)

Dawnia McCann, Manager of Agricultural Services (via conference call)
Corbyn Pankonin, Assistant Agricultural Fieldman

Nancy Chambers, Recording Secretary

PRESENT

Dallas Ekstrom, Member at LargeABSENT

GUESTS none

ADDITIONS

AND ADOPTION

OFAGENDA Additions and Adoption of Agenda

Moved by H. Swan to adopt the agenda as presented.018/20
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

ADOPTION OF

MINUTES Adoption of Minutes

019/20 Moved by D. Movald to adopt the minutes of the Agricultural

Service Board meeting of February 19, 2020 as presented.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

BUSINESS ARISING None

AGRICULTURE

REPORTS Manager of Agricultural Services Report February to April. 2020

D. McCann provided a verbal review of the Manager of Agricultural Services

report. Telephone conversations will be encouraged for weed inspectors

communicating with landowners. Proper physical distancing protocols will be

followed if face to face meetings are required. In-house roadside mowing for

the road shoulder Is managed by Public Works. The contract to mow ditches

to the fenceline is managed by the Agriculture Department.
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Moved by A. Heinrich to receive the Manager of Agricultural

Services report for information.

020/20

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Report February to April, 2020

C. Pankonin provided a verbal review of the Assistant Agricultural Fieldman

report. The Weed Workshop scheduled for May 7, 2020 will not proceed in

We are working on providing another option to present theperson,

workshop on line. If summer staff became sick or quarantined, other staff

would be asked to fill in as necessary.

021/20 Moved by D. Movald to receive the Assistant Agricultural

Fieldman report for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Member Reports

Councillor H. Swan reported on:

> Nothing to report.

Member at Large D. Movald reported on:

> Slow down at agricultural plants, reduced shifts, closures.

> Keep an open mind as a Board to help with the agricultural industry.

Member at Large A. Goddard reported on:

> Enrollment with AgriInvest rather than AgriStability .

> Start of calving season.

Member at Large H. Hughes reported on:

> Nothing to report.

Councillor K. Westerlund reported on:

> Conference calls with Premier and rotating Ministers.

> They are working to try to keep the plants open.

> Agriculture is high up on Province's radar.

>  Importance for ag industry and keeping people fed.

Councillor A. Heinrich reported on:

> Calving in progress.

> Various snowfall reports throughout the County
> Conference calls with Premier and RMA.

H. Swan added that the Premier and RMA are holding regular conference calls

with the Municipality participating. If you have  a question or unique

situation, forward it to a member of Council to pose at a meeting. Agricultural

production is considered an essential service. K. Westerlund added if there
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are any unintended consequences from passed legislation, let a Council

member know so that it can be dealt with quickly.

K. Westerlund added that the Province has removed road bans from some

roads, including municipal roads. Part of the reasoning is to ensure farmers

can get to their fields as quickly as possible this spring. If there is damage to

the roads due to crops harvesting, document with pictures, videos and notes

and notify the Ag Ministry.

H. Swan asked about the effect on auction marts. Video auctions are available

online as timed auctions, or some are postponed.

022/20 Moved by A. Goddard to receive the Members' Reports for

information.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

BMP Farm Family Award Nomination Forms

Members were provided with the nomination forms and process. May 29,
2020 is the deadline for submissions

OLD BUSINESS

Past Winners of the BMP Farm Family Awards

Members were provided with a list of previous winners.

023/20 Moved by A. Heinrich to move items 6a, 6b & 6c to the end

of the meeting.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Provincial ASB Program / Key Contact

D. McCann gave an update on the Provincial ASB Program and the Key

Contact position. With the new Provincial budget, the ASB Program had

changes to the budget. Previously, every ASB was receiving approximately

$163,000 per year. There is now a reduction of around $30,000 per ASB, so

we can apply for approximately $133,000 in funding. We were also

receiving an additional $15,000 under the Basic Environmental Stream

funding. The two funding streams under Environmental are the Basic and

the Enhanced. The Enhanced is merit based. Brazeau had only been

applying for the Basic Environmental Stream funding in the past; however

only the merit based is now available and is now called the Resource

Management Funding stream. Administration has been working on the

application which is due April 24.

NEW BUSINESS

Environmental Farm Plans (EFP's) fall under the merit based portion and are

they done by West-Central Forage Association (WCFA) on our behalf. The

woodlot tour and other education opportunities and funding opportunities
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such as the Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) also fit into the

Resource Management portion of the grant.

Clarification was provided of the $30,000 reduction and plus also the

$15,000 Basic Environmental funding no longer being available.

Members asked how many EFP's total have been done in the County over

the years. Administration will check with WCFA to see if they have historical
numbers.

The Provincial Key Contact position has been eliminated. Toso Bozic's last

day was March 18, 2020. Many of the specialist positions in the 310-FARM

program have also been eliminated.

C. Pankonin left the meeting at 9:50 a.m. and returned at 9:54 a.m.

Members discussed compiling a list of resources such as forage associations,

universities and college professionals, etc., similar to the idea of septic

inspectors with Planning and Development. The user is responsible for the

cost of using these services.

024/20 Moved by A. Fleinrich to direct Administration to compile a

list of potential experts that can help with the areas of

agronomy and agriculture needs.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

025/20
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by FI. Swan to receive for information.

Policy Revisions and Lease Agreements - Having and Grazing Leases

D. McCann presented the proposed amendments to the Fiaying and Grazing

Lease Policy.

Public Input Session

K. Westerlund opened the Public Input Session at 10:02 a.m. No members of

the public were in attendance on the conference call. K. Westerlund closed

the Public Input Session at 10:02 a.m.

PUBLIC INPUT

Policy Revisions and Lease Agreements - Having and Grazing Leases

(continued)

Members agreed the five-year term is reasonable, considering costs to

construct or maintain fences, as well as re-seeding costs, and a five year

lease would allow time to recoup some of the costs. For renewal of leases, if

the current lease holder is abiding by the terms, they should have first right

of refusal. Fees are removed from the policy and referenced in the Schedule
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of Fees Bylaw. The payment structure in the current Schedule of Fees Bylaw

indicates $0.50 per acre plus a $25 administrative base fee.

Members discussed the lease sizes and lease expiry dates. Members also

discussed public access being limited to times outside of the period of use

specified in the lease agreements.

Members agreed on the following suggestions:

> Five-year lease

> First right of refusal for current lease holders in good standing with

the County and upon recommendation by the applicable
Administration staff

> Administration to look into public access

026/20 Moved by A. Fleinrich to direct Administration to make the

changes as discussed and look into public access and make

changes and bring to Council.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

CORRESPONDENCE

/ ITEMS FOR
INFORMATION Ratification of ASB's Letter to the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry Re:

Regulation of Fusarium Graminearum in Alberta

Moved by D. Movald to ratify the April 6, 2020 letter to the

Minister of Agriculture and Forestry regarding the regulation
of Fusarium Graminearum in Alberta.

027/20

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

2020 ASB Meeting Schedule

028/20 Moved by A. Heinrich to adopt the updated 2020 ASB

Meeting Schedule.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

K. Westerlund called for a break at 10:32 a.m. A. Goddard left the call at 10:32 a.m.

The meeting resumed at 10:41 a.m. and A. Goddard was not on the call.

BMP Farm Family Award NominationsCLOSED SESSION

029/20 Moved by A. Heinrich that the regular ASB meeting of April

15, 2020 proceed into 'closed session' at 10:41 a.m. for the

purpose of discussing the BMO Farm Family Award

Nominations, FOIP Section 17.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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The meeting went into closed session at 10:41 a.m. with all members in attendance.

030/20 Moved by D. Movald that the regular ASB meeting of April

15, 2020 come out of 'closed session' at 11:16 a.m.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

031/20 Moved by A. Heinrich to nominate Dar and Linda Claypool

for the BMO Farm Family Award.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Members agreed for the ASB Chairperson to reach out to the Claypools to

advise of the nomination and ask if they accept the nomination. If they

accept the nomination, D. McCann will follow up with them directly.

Policy Revisions and Lease Agreements - Having and Grazing Leases

(continued)

Discussion continued on the per acre rate chargeable for haying and grazing

leases. Members discussed higher rental rate for parcels over 10 acres.

Members also discussed Animal Unit Months (AUM's) for grazing leases.

Changes recommended to the Schedule of Fees Bylaw:

•  Change the fee for haying leases to $10.00/acre for cultivatable land

on parcels over 10 acres. No charge per acre for haying leases that

are 10 acres and under.

•  Change the fee for grazing leases to $1.00/acre for the entire parcel
area.

•  The $25.00 Administrative Base Fee remains for all leases.

C. Pankonin left the meeting at 11:46 a.m. and returned at 11:48 a.m.

032/20 Moved by H. Hughes to direct Administration to propose to

Council the changes as discussed for the Schedule of Fees

Bylaw for the haying and grazing leases.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

033/20 Moved by A. Heinrich that the regular Agricultural Service

Board meeting of April 15, 2020, adjourn at 11:51 a.m.

ADJOURNMENT

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

ASB CHAIRPERSON ASB FIELDMAN

ASS Minutes April 15, 2020

Page 6 of 6




