
MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING HELD AT THE BRAZEAU COUNTY 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, EOC MEETING ROOM, IN DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA ON 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2020. 

CALL TO ORDER 

PRESENT 

ABSENT 

GUESTS 

ADDITIONS 

AND ADOPTION 

OF AGENDA 

ADOPTION OF 

K. Westerlund, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.

Anthony Heinrich, Councillor 

Heidi Swan, Councillor 

Kara Westerlund, Councillor 

Henry Hughes, Member at Large 

Allan Goddard, Member at Large 

Duane Movald, Member at Large 

Dallas Ekstrom, Member at Large 

Toso Bozic, Key Contact, Alberta Agriculture and Forestry 

Dawnia Mccann, Manager of Agricultural Services 

Corbyn Pankonin, Assistant Agricultural Fieldman 

Nancy Chambers, Recording Secretary 

none 

none 

Additions and Adoption of Agenda 

001/20 Moved by D. Movald to adopt the agenda as presented. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

MINUTES Adoption of Minutes 

002/20 Moved by D. Ekstrom to adopt the minutes of the Agricultural 

Service Board meeting of November 20, 2019 as presented. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

BUSINESS ARISING None 

AGRICULTURE 

REPORTS Manager of Agricultural Services Report December 2019 to February 2020 

D. Mccann provided a verbal review of the Manager of Agricultural Services

report. Five-year agreements for the ASB grant with Agriculture and Forestry

will be coming, rather than the previous three-year agreements; however, no

word on budget yet. Orange Hawkweed is featured in the next issue of The 
Seed. Also featured in the newsletter is the rental equipment program. An

ASB Tour Coordinator has been chosen. 
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Members asked about having weed inspectors identify weeds in the field with 

a ribbon to be easily seen by landowners. Administration will look into edible 

survey ribbon so they will not be harmful to animals if digested. Paper flags 

are also available rather than wires. 

Mechanical cutting is not an effective way to deal with Orange Hawkweed as 

it goes to seed quickly after being cut. Stolons are also present, so there are 

vine-like stems rooting in the ground similar to strawberry plants. 

Members asked about a weed concern email from Marie Cornelson, 

wondering if a reply has been sent. Administration will check into this. 

A Brazeau County weed workshop is planned for the end of April or beginning 

of May. 

Mapping through the MuniSight program may help visualize the locations and 

spread of weeds over the years. 

The MRF GeoSystems program is used for spray truck and equipment 

tracking. MuniSight is used for planning and development, as well and 

agriculture weed inspections. 

Members discussed weed issues on provincial lands and on acreages, as well 

as on farm lands. 

003/20 Moved by D. Ekstrom to direct Administration to look into 

having the Orange Hawkweed article included in the main 

County newsletter. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Proposed revisions to the Haying and Grazing Lease Policy will be brought 

forward to the next ASB meeting. 

Members asked about the signage for unharvested fields that was discussed 

at a previous meeting. FCC had limited stock of signs but was willing to give 

us signage. No inquiries for signs were received by the Ag Department. 

Members asked about numbers for unharvested acres. Numbers on line are 

just for insured acres so it is not a complete picture. 

Rachael Nay entered the meeting at 9:29 a.m. 

004/20 Moved by A. Goddard to receive the Manager of Agricultural 

Services Report for information. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Report December 2019 to February 2020 

C. Pankonin provided a verbal review of the Assistant Agricultural Fieldman
report. Interviews for summer student positions are being held this week.
Germination in seed samples are coming back much better than last year.
Protein levels in forage samples are low. It is suggested for producers to
contact the West-Central Forage Association for assistance in ration
balancing.

The 2019 Livestock Tax Deferral program includes Brazeau County once again 
for deferring income from sale of breeding stock. 

005/20 Moved by H. Swan to receive the Assistant Agricultural 
Fieldman report for information. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Alberta Key Contact Report 

T. Bozic presented a verbal report. The position of the Alberta Key Contact
has been given working notice until April. Further significant staffing and cuts
are expected. The ASB Grant used to come from dedicated revenue. This has
now been moved to general revenue. Information on the Grain Drying Grant
was sent to ASB members.

Allan Taylor entered the meeting at 9:52 a.m. 

K. Westerlund called for a break at 9:54 a.m. and the meeting resumed at 10:03 a.m. with Shane
Hines also in attendance for the Public Input Session.

PUBLIC INPUT Public Input Session 

K. Westerlund opened the Public Input Session at 10:03 a.m.

Allan Taylor asked how many quarters of farmland are in Brazeau County? 
He advised of the proposal for 6-9 subdivision parcels being allowed per 
quarter. He wondered what ASB's thoughts are on preserving farmland. 

B. Guyon and T. Bozic entered the meeting at 10:04 a.m.

A. Taylor spoke about the European parasite in coyotes. He recently attended
farm event in Edmonton where trappers spoke about the parasite. He
thought a human was recently infected with the same parasite.

Power bills are going up and typically, farmers use more power. He 
encouraged users to shop around, as rates can vary. 

The communities of Ferintosh and Evansburg are now accepting grain bags 
and twine for recycling. Visit www.CleanFarms.ca for more information. 
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A. Taylor asked about the availability of weevils to take care of Canada Thistle

and how to get them from the West-Central Forage Association (WCFA).

Rachael Nay from WCFA advised their staff go to Montana to pick up the

weevils. The collection of weevils was halted by the snow this year. Weevil

test sites are set up by WCFA with the goal to collect weevils for distribution

themselves. They are hoping to get weevils again this year and take orders in

the spring. Weevils reproduce in their own colonies.

H. Swan advised that Clean Farms was at a conference she was recently at. A

company called Unilever is getting manufacturers and producers to come up

with better packaging and to return to natural bags or containers such as

hemp sacks, rope twine, etc. For further information, see the website at

www.Unilever.ca.

A. Taylor spoke about a farmer going into Edmonton twice a week to pick up

food waste to feed hogs and other animals.

A. Heinrich asked about Rick Ennis considering trying to harvest weevils.

A. Goddard confirmed Rick Ennis had a weevil site but was not certain about

the survival rate. It takes three years before seeing results. Recycling

challenges include cleanliness and the available market for these items.

Caution that the end user usually ends up paying the price as it is commonly

added to the purchase price.

D. Movald released weevils a few years ago. He did not see a lot of activity

but will check again.

S. Hines spoke about sending silage bale plastic to Switch Energy Corp. in

Ontario. The company pays the producer by the pound for plastic. T. Bozic

noted the transportation costs may not make it feasible. In Ontario, the

transportation distances are less so it may be worthwhile.

B. Guyon spoke about picking up discarded food from stores, however you

have to fit into their schedule. He will obtain the contact information to pass

along.

B. Guyon also spoke about algae production for soil improvements and

enhancements. WCFA could possibly experiment. He also spoke about tire

recycling and the volume and use of recyclable agricultural plastics.

Discussion continued regarding recycling practices in other Countries. 

K. Westerlund closed the Public Input Session at 10:34 a.m. and A. Taylor left the meeting.
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D. Mccann left the meeting at 10:34 a.m. and returned at 10:38 a.m.

DELEGATION Rachael Nay, General Manager of the West-Central Forage Association 

{WCFA) gave a power point presentation and spoke about membership, 

services, extension events, and research plots. 

A Spring Seminar Series is planned to start on February 20 with the topic of 

establishing new forages. 

Reports from research plots will be posted on the WCFA website. R. Nay also 

spoke about WCFA membership benefits, rental equipment, stewardship, 

and the biological control agent program which includes Weevils and Gall Fly. 

The WCFA also is involved with the Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) 

program, and the Shiningbank Lake Community Stewardship Initiative. 

C. Pankonin left the meeting at 10:56 a.m. and returned at 10:59 a.m.

An annual WCFA membership is $30. The Board of Directors usually meets 

once per month. Contact the WCFA office for meeting dates, minutes, etc. It's 

a good opportunity to come to the upcoming March AGM (date to be 

announced soon). 

Members asked about the gall fly success rate. The six sites were established 

in 2017. So far, activity has only been seen at two sites. They seem to like 

more shaded, wet areas. D. Mccann noted it might be a good fit for riparian 

areas where spray cannot be used. Members asked about eco-system 

balance by introducing a new species. Research has been done to show they 

will not interrupt. 

Weevils have not been travelling very far. The Gall Flies have tended to 

sometimes leave the site they were placed. It is unknown how well they over

winter but some Gall Flies have not survived the freeze/thaw cycle. 

006/20 Moved by A. Heinrich to accept the report for information. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

S. Hines left the meeting at 11:14 a.m.

Member Reports 

Councillor H. Swan had nothing to report on. 

Member at Large H. Hughes reported on: 

► Winter weather

► Feeding continues
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► Attended the ASB Provincial Conference

Member at Large D. Ekstrom reported on: 
► ASB Provincial Conference - enjoyed the speakers and the wealth of

information
► March 4-6 is the Alberta Beef Industry Conference and AGM in Red

Deer, and he asked if funds are available to attend
► Asked about honoring Maureen Schwab

Council has spoken with Maureen's family and the County office will have a 
planter placed at the front of the building. K. Westerlund asked if the board 
would like to do an additional recognition. D. Mccann will also ask the ASB 
Tour Committee about recognition at the Tour Event. 

007/20 Moved by D. Ekstrom to direct Administration to look 
into honoring Maureen Schwab on behalf of the ASB. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

008/20 Moved by A. Goddard to authorize the attendance and 
payment of the expenses for up to two ASB members to 
attend the Alberta Beef Industry conference from March 4-6. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Member at Large A. Goddard reported on: 
► Feeding cows
► Former Brazeau County Ag Fieldman Conny Kappler published a book

titled Dirt to Dinner.

Member at Large D. Movald reported on: 
► Attended ALUS meeting
► Encourages potential ALUS participants to apply now
► Grain producers affected by railway blockage
► Watch prices on feed grains

H. Swan left the meeting at 11:29 a.m. and returned at 11:31 a.m.

Councillor A. Heinrich reported on: 
► Selling hay at lower prices
► Hemp decorticator tour in Nisku
► Surprised by all of the products they make there and the products

they bring in as additives to make products in the food industry

Councillor K. Westerlund reported on: 
► Provincial budget cuts happening
► Provincial budget to be released next week
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► Shelterbelt resolution at ASB Conference passed with well over 80%
support

► Enjoyed speakers at the ASB Conference
► The 2021 Brazeau County ASB Tour was announced at the Provincial

ASB meeting.

D. Movald left the meeting at 11:39 a.m.

OLD BUSINESS 

009/20 Moved by H. Hughes to receive the Members' Reports for 
information. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Woodlot Workshop Update 

C. Pankonin contacted AWES to see about doing a series of workshops. They
could do three separate workshops:

1. Woodlot alley cropping, large insect management (Might be able to
get a 50% subsidy);

2. Shelterbelt & eco-buffers; and
3. Riparian restoration (Could be funded by CAP). The County would be

responsible for food and hall booking. It would need to be a two day
workshop in collaboration with Cows & Fish.

D. Movald returned to the meeting at 11:41 a.m.

The cost for AWES to do the workshops is roughly $1200 per workshop. 

Our ASB budget for speakers is about $1500. 

C. Pankonin reached out to neighboring Counties to inquire about partnering
on these workshops. Leduc & Wetaskiwin were interested in partnering for
one or maybe two workshops. Parkland did not respond.

ALUS Brazeau is looking at facilitating a public tour and have asked 
Administration to look into it for this summer. There is an opportunity for 
ASB to partner with our ALUS committee on this tour. The potential plan is 
to stop at two ALUS sites in the morning, followed by a lunch stop, and then 
stop at a woodlot in the Breton area. We are looking at the end of June or 
beginning of July to host this tour. 

A. Heinrich advised that AWES may be able to partner for the woodlot portion
of the tour.

Bussing cost is about $1000 for a coach. Seating is limited to the capacity of 
the coach. We could do a minimal charge for attendees if needed. Members 
suggested a small charge helps with commitment levels of participants. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

CORRESPONDENCE 
/ ITEMS FOR 
INFORMATION 

010/20 Moved by D. Movald to work with ALUS to develop a one day 

session with a $15 charge to attend. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

ASB Tour Committee Update 

D. Mccann gave an update on the ASB Tour Committee earlier in the meeting,

indicating that at Tour Coordinator has been selected.

BMO Farm Family Award Nominations 

D. Mccann spoke about the BMO Farm Family Award Nominations which

are presented during Farmfair International from November 11-15, 2020.

The awards are scheduled for November 14, 2020. Nominations forms will

be available soon, and D. Mccann asked that members start thinking about

nominations. More information will be provided at the next ASB meeting,

including past nominees and winners.

011/20 Moved by A. Heinrich to receive for information. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Ratification of Council and ASB's Letter to Support WCFA Funding 

012/20 Moved by H. Swan to ratify the December 3, 2019 letter to 

the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry regarding WCFA 

funding. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Response Letter from Alberta Agriculture and Forestry Re: WCFA Funding 

013/20 Moved by H. Swan to receive the letter from the Minister of 

Agriculture and Forestry regarding WCFA funding for 

information. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Farm Safety Centre - Contribution Request Letter 
014/20 Moved by H. Swan to contribute $3776.50 to the Farm 

Safety Centre. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Fusarium Letter from Minister of Agriculture 
015/20 Moved by A. Heinrich to direct Administration to write a 

letter to the Minister of Agriculture suggesting we still 

believe strongly in zero tolerance and encourage the 

Minister to follow that direction. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ADJOURNMENT 

2020 ASB Meeting Schedule 

016/20 Moved by D. Ekstrom to reschedule the March 18 meeting 

to March 19, 2020. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

017/20 Moved by H. Hughes that the regular Agricultural Service Board 

meeting of February 19, 2020, adjourn at 12:11 p.m. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

ASB CHAIRPERSON 

ASB FIELDMAN 
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