BRAZEAU COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL SERVICE
BOARD MEETING
October 14, 2020

BRAZEAU COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING
AGENDA
DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

October 14, 2020
9:00 a.m.
County Administration Building, EOC Room

Call to Order
Present
1.

Additions and adoption of the agenda (Page 2)

2.

Adoption of the September 16, 2020 ASB meeting minutes (Pages 3-7)

3.

Business Arising

4.

10:00 a.m.

5.

Agriculture Reports for September/October 2020
a) Manager of Agricultural Services Report (Page 8)
b) Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Report (Page 9)
c) Members Reports

6.

Old Business
a) Hawkweed Control Agreement (Clause 8) Compared to Dust Control Application (Pages 10-12)
b) Fusarium Graminearum Policy AG-24 Updates (Pages 13-16)
c) Equipment Rental Totals and Insurance Costs (Page 17)

7.

New Business

8.

Correspondence / Items for Information
a) Response letter from Alberta Transportation Minister Regarding MELT Extension (Pages 18-19)
b) Invitation to NW Region ASB Online Conference (Page 20)
c) 2020 ASB Meeting Schedule (Page 21)

Public Input Session

Adjournment
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MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING HELD AT THE BRAZEAU COUNTY
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, EOC MEETING ROOM, IN DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA ON
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2020.
CALL TO ORDER

K. Westerlund, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

PRESENT

Kara Westerlund, Councillor
Anthony Heinrich, Councillor
Heidi Swan, Councillor
Henry Hughes, Member at Large
Allan Goddard, Member at Large
Duane Movald, Member at Large
Dallas Ekstrom, Member at Large
Dawnia McCann, Manager of Agricultural Services
Corbyn Pankonin, Assistant Agricultural Fieldman
Nancy Chambers, Recording Secretary

ABSENT

Dallas Ekstrom, Member at Large

GUESTS

none

ADDITIONS
AND ADOPTION
OF AGENDA

ADOPTION OF
MINUTES

BUSINESS ARISING

Additions and Adoption of Agenda
088/20
Moved by D. Movald to adopt the agenda with the addition
of item 6a) Alberta Trappers Association.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Adoption of Minutes
089/20
Moved by A. Heinrich to adopt the minutes of the Agricultural
Service Board meeting of August 19, 2020 as presented.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
none

D. Ekstrom entered the meeting at 9:02 a.m.
AGRICULTURE
REPORTS

Manager of Agricultural Services Report August/September, 2020
D. McCann provided a verbal review of the Manager of Agricultural Services
report. Members asked about the Mountain Pine Beetle Grant, asking what
work will be done and if it is a cost-sharing grant. D. McCann responded it is
to identify MPB areas within Brazeau County, and it would be fully funded by
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the Provincial Government. If successful, part of the grant would be
potentially used for the purchase of anti-aggregation pheromone pouches.
The Regional ASB Conference will be on-line this year.
090/20

Moved by H. Swan to receive the Manager of Agricultural
Services report for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Report August/September, 2020
C. Pankonin provided a verbal review of the Assistant Agricultural Fieldman
report. Members asked about equipment rentals.
091/20

Moved by D. Ekstrom to receive the Assistant Agricultural
Fieldman report for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Member Reports
Member at Large A. Goddard reported on:
 Haying is finished. Went back to cut some sloughs.
 The last 6 weeks has been much better and dried up considerably.
 Hauling bales and cleaning corrals.
Member at Large D. Ekstrom reported on:
 Nothing to report.
Member at Large D. Movald reported on:
 After 15th of August, the relative feed values have come up with the
increase in sunshine we have received.
 Provincial crop yield index is 114. The average is about 100. Our area
may be a bit under average.
Member at Large H. Hughes reported on:
 Slowly getting haying done in marginal areas that they couldn’t get
into a few weeks ago.
 May be seeding more Winter Wheat.
Councillor H. Swan reported on:
 Combine fires in southern Alberta and in Saskatchewan.
 There is great value in neighbor chat groups to come to the aid.
 The local Fire Department recently responded to a baler fire.
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Councillor A. Heinrich reported on:
 Haying is mostly done.
 Harvesting has started. Not very good crops. Most are drowned out,
so expecting low yields and insurance claims.
 Not many second cuts.
 Still lots of hay available in the area, so not expecting prices to rise.
Councillor K. Westerlund reported on:
 Asked if farmers are seeing a lot of aggressive people in their area.
 Asked if drivers are being aggressive when farmers are moving
equipment on roads.
 Square bales were stolen off a trailer at a property north on Hwy 22.
Asked if there is an increase in hay theft.
092/20

Moved by A. Goddard to receive the ASB Member reports for
information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

OLD BUSINESS

Alberta Trappers Association
H. Swan distributed a letter from Greg Miller of the Alberta Trappers
Association. They are willing to help the County with beaver control through
the Drayton Valley Trappers Local. Under the auspice of a donation, they
would offer an incentive for Brazeau County landowners to allow trappers to
take beavers. In return, they will provide us with data. Live trap and
relocation are also an available option.
If County infrastructure is being affected due to beaver dams causing
flooding, the County can get involved. If it is just flooding between
landowners, it is considered a private matter.

J. Whaley entered the meeting at 9:41 a.m.
093/20

Moved by D. Movald to recommend that the ASB donate
$2500 to the Drayton Valley Trappers Local of the Alberta
Trappers Association for Beaver Management in Brazeau
County.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
K. Westerlund called for a break at 9:46 a.m. and the meeting resumed at 10:00 a.m.
PUBLIC INPUT

Public Input Session
K. Westerlund opened the Public Input Session at 10:01 a.m.
Rick and Jo Stuckenberg were in attendance. Mr. Stuckenberg spoke about
control of thistle and requests the County import Weevils to control
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significant thistle infestations. He suggested they may consider this as a pilot
project. The Stuckenbergs have an Environmental Reserve along the creek on
their property. Weevils can be used as a natural means to control thistle,
especially near a creek. They are available through the West-Central Forage
Association (WCFA) who import them from the USA.
Mr. Stuckenberg also spoke about the County’s herbicide rebate program.
They have been on the land for over 15 years, actively spraying and pulling
weed, unfortunately without success. They recently received a weed report
from the County. As acreage owners, they do not have access to the rebate
from the county, although their property is zoned AG, and there is a hay crop
on the land. Mr. Stuckenberg suggested that when a weed report or notice
is received, a weed control rebate should also be offered landowners. Mr.
Stuckenberg submitted a photograph and two-page summary to distribute to
the board.
A. Heinrich clarified the difference between a Weed Report (for information)
and a Weed Notice (enforcement).
H. Swan advised that the WCFA attended a spring ASB meeting discussing the
use of Weevils. D. McCann explained that we purchased quite a few trays of
Weevils through the WCFA this spring, but due to the border closure, WCFA
could not obtain them and refunded the money to the County. D. McCann
confirmed that riparian areas, ER’s, and areas along water bodies are the
areas the County would like to target for Weevil use, rather than using
chemical.
K. Westerlund advised that budget items, including the herbicide rebate will
be addressed in the upcoming budget discussions. A. Goddard confirmed
Stuckenbergs are an acreage owner within a quarter section. D. Movald has
used Weevils on his property in the past and noted it has been a struggle to
get Weevils over the last few years. A. Heinrich asked about other insects. D.
McCann advised that Stem-Gall Flies are also an option. They lay their eggs
in the stem and the young eat the stem so nutrients can’t be moved through
the plant. They also come from the USA, so receiving shipments are also
difficult.
A. Heinrich asked for clarification on the rebate program. The rebate covers
treatment of all weeds on the list in the Act; however, the only herbicides the
rebate applies to are Grazon, Restore II and Reclaim. Acreage owners cannot
usually purchase the three herbicides listed for the rebate because only
individuals with farm registrations can purchase these chemicals. The
authority to approve other herbicides for rebate is at the discretion of the Ag
Fieldman.
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K. Westerlund closed the Public Input Session at 10:18 a.m. and Rick and Jo
Stuckenberg left the meeting.
H. Hughes asked where weed notices are sent to for the oilfield companies.
D. McCann advised they are sent to the head offices where tax notices are
also sent. C. Pankonin advised in some instances, weeds are coming from
oilfield leases onto private land.
NEW BUSINESS

Draft 2021 Operating Budget
D. McCann presented the draft operating budget for 2021. Members
discussed expected revenues and proposed changes to expenses.

C. Pankonin left the meeting at 10:56 a.m. and returned at 10:57 a.m.
094/20

Moved by D. Movald to table discussion on the draft 2021
operating budget.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
CORRESPONDENCE
/ ITEMS FOR
INFORMATION

2020 ASB Meeting Schedule

J. Whaley left the meeting at 11:11 a.m.
095/20

Moved by H. Hughes to reschedule the October 21 meeting to
October 14, 2020.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
ADJOURNMENT

096/20

Moved by A. Goddard that the regular Agricultural Service
Board meeting of September 16, 2020, adjourn at 11:12 a.m.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

__________________________
ASB CHAIRPERSON

__________________________
AG FIELDMAN

Page 7

ASB Minutes September 16, 2020
Page 5 of 5

MEMORANDUM
MANAGER OF AGRICULTURAL SERVICES REPORT
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2020
BRAZEAU COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SERVICES BOARD
Administration
• Day to day operations;
• Responding to resident requests;
• Creating/Approving POs;
• Virtual NW AAAF Meeting;
• Draft Mountain Pine Beetle Grant – RFD to go to Council;
• Rebate and rental presentation to Council;
• Joint Health and Safety Committee meeting;
• Admin. Safety meeting;
• Compilation of rental numbers and costs;
• Compilation of herbicide rebate totals;
• Submission of narrative budget and service delivery updates for budget;
• ASB Grant agreement complete;
• Working Well virtual workshop – Nov. 12th .
Pest Management
• Trap rentals;
• Fusarium graminearum policy review;
• Tree issue diagnoses.
Soil Conservation
• Planning and Development green sheets.
Roadside Vegetation
• N/A
Weed Management
• Final herbicide rebates processing.
Crop and Forage
• Provincial crop reporting.
ALUS
•

Administrative support.
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MEMORANDUM
ASSISTANT AGRICULTURAL FIELDMAN REPORT
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER - 2020
BRAZEAU COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SERVICES BOARD
Administration
• Day to day operations;
• Responding to inquiries;
• Research.
ALUS
•
•
•
•
•

Advertising;
Responding to inquiries;
Site Visits;
ALUS PAC meeting;
Video Mini Series.

Pest Management
• Trap Rentals;
Soil Conservation
• N/A
Roadside Vegetation
• Vehicle Maintenance.
Weed Management
• Program amendment;
• Program Promoting;
Crop and Forage
• Helping with Rental Equipment.
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Brazeau County

7401 Twp. Road 494, P.O. Box 77
Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1
PHONE: (780) 542-7777 | FAX: (780) 542-7770
www.brazeau.ab.ca
HAWKWEED CONTROL AGREEMENT made as of the ____ day of ___________________, ______
BETWEEN:

Brazeau County
(hereinafter called “the County”)
-and-

Name (Print):
Mailing Address:
Rural Address (Blue Sign):
Phone:
Cellular:
Email:

(hereinafter called “the Owner”)

WHEREAS:
Hawkweed is listed as a Prohibited Noxious Weed in the Weed Control Regulation 19/2010, and the
Weed Control Act, SA 2008 cW-5.1 provides that Prohibited Noxious Weeds must be destroyed;
The County recognizes that it is in the best interest of property owners that the County assist with the
elimination of Hawkweed;
The Owner consents to the County applying herbicides on Hawkweed on the Land;
The Owner is the owner, or occupant of the following land (the “Land”):
Quarter

Section

Township

Range

Meridian

NOW, THEREFORE, the County and the Owner agree to the following conditions:
Initials

1.

The Owner authorizes the County to apply herbicides on Hawkweed on the area of the
land identified in the attached diagram.

2.

The Owner grants the County permission to enter on the Land for the purpose of
applying herbicide to control Hawkweed.

____

3.

The Owner understands that the application of herbicides may affect the growth of
crops, including but not limited to potato, tomato, alfalfa, clover, corn, lentils, peas,
beans, trees, shrubs, canola and other broadleaf crops, not only for the year of
herbicides application but for future growing seasons. The Owner understands that
grass and cereal production may be affected by the herbicide application.

____
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Brazeau County

7401 Twp. Road 494, P.O. Box 77
Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1
PHONE: (780) 542-7777 | FAX: (780) 542-7770
www.brazeau.ab.ca
4.

The County will conduct herbicide applications as it determines appropriate, in its sole
discretion.

____

5.

The Owner acknowledges that this Agreement does not require the County to carry
out the vegetation management operation.

____

6.

This Agreement expires at the end of October in the year in which it was signed.

____

7.

The County will apply herbicide to control Hawkweed on up to five (5) acres of the
Land at no cost to the Owner.

____

8.

The Owner shall indemnify and save harmless the County, its employees, agents and
contractors from and against all damages, losses, costs, injury or expenses of any
nature or kind whatsoever resulting directly or indirectly from or in any way
attributable to the Agreement including but not limited to claims for injury or death to
persons, and damage to or loss of property by reason of any act, negligence or default
on the part of the County, including but not limited to the application of herbicides by
Brazeau County, its employees, agents or contractors. This indemnity survives the
expiry or termination of this Agreement.

____

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been duly executed by the parties.

Owner Signature

Witness Signature

Date

Date

County Representative
Signature

Printed Name of County
Representative

Name of Witness (Print)

Title of County Representative

Date
The personal information provided will be used to process this Agreement with Brazeau County and is collected under the
authority of Section 33(c) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act. The information collected on this
form will only be used for the provision of the program you have applied for. If you have any questions about the collection and
use of this information, please contact the Brazeau County FOIP Coordinator at (780) 542-7777, Box 77 – 7401 Twp Rd 494,
Drayton Valley, Alberta, T7A 1R1.
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Revised February 21, 2019

2020 DUST CONTROL APPLICATION
RURAL ROAD
Name of Applicant:
RURAL ADDRESS (blue sign address):
(This is the location the field crew will use to place your dust control. Please ensure it is correct.
Applications without this information will not be accepted.)
Mailing Address:
Phone – Residence:
Length of dust control requested:

Work/Cell:
200 metres

Additional metres @ cost

THE APPLICANT HEREBY AGREES TO THE FOLLOWING:
1.
2.

That the dust control agent to be used shall be at the discretion of the County.
The County does not guarantee that the dust control agent will be effective to eliminate dust, but only to control it.
Dust control spots will be maintained at the County’s discretion.
3. A 200 metre strip of road adjacent to the resident’s road approach/driveway shall be treated with the dust control
agent. Brazeau County will determine the placement of the dust control agent.
4. A new application form is required for each application that is requested seasonally. The $210.00 fee (GST
included) per residence must be paid prior to the County applying the dust control. Cheque, cash, credit card, or
debit in the appropriate amount must be submitted with this application. Credit cards will be accepted over the
phone.
5. Any additional length over 200 metres of dust control will be charged at the actual municipal cost unless covered
by the policy. The applicant shall pay this amount in its entirety at the time of application.
6. Dust control application on road surfaces runs from May 1 to September 30, depending on product availability.
7. I own the property and/or am an authorized agent adjacent to the road that I have applied for the application of
the dust control agent.
8. I acknowledge and agree that the use of dust control agents (including Ca-Mg chlorides) may impact soil,
groundwater and vegetation in, on or under my property.
9. I hereby release the County and its employees, agents, Councillors and contractors (the “County Parties”) from any
and all liability, claims demands, actions and causes of action from any claims, losses, damages, injury or illness of
any nature arising out of or relating to the dust control agent, the application of the dust control agent including,
without limitation any impacts on soil, groundwater or vegetation in on or under my property.
10. I agree to indemnify, save and hold harmless the County Parties from and against any and all claims of any nature,
including all costs, expenses and liabilities arising out of or relating to the application of the dust control agent.

NAME OF APPLICANT

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT

DATE

EXEMPTION DECLARATION: I hereby declare that I am age 60 and older to receive 200m of dust control at the
reduced price of $105.00 (GST included).
SIGNATURE
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Receipt #

Received by:

Identification provided establishing qualifying age of 60 and older (check one method):
ID shown in-person
copy mailed in
PageID 12

Policy Name
Fusarium Graminearum
Policy Number
AG‐24
Policy Statement
Fusarium graminearum is a fungus that causes Fusarium Head Blight in cereals. Fusarium
graminearum was declared a pest in Alberta under the Agricultural Pests Act (APA) in 1999.
Section 6 of the APA states that a local authority of a municipality shall take active
measures to prevent the establishment of, or to control or destroy pests in the
municipality.
Brazeau County supports the enforcement of the APA to prevention ofthe establishment
of, to control or destroy Fusarium graminearum within the municipality through the
recommendations made by Alberta Agriculture and Forestry in the Alberta Fusarium
graminearum Management Plan.
Policy
Fusarium head blight (FHB), caused by the fungus Fusarium graminearum, is a destructive
fungal disease of cereal grains which causes major economic losses through decreased
yields, reduced seed quality and mycotoxin production.
It is specified as a pest under the Alberta Agricultural Pest Act. The Alberta Agricultural
Pest Act authorizes inspectors appointed under the act to enter onto land to inspect for a
pest and issue a notice specifying measures required to control the pest or prevent the
pest from establishing.
A.

Awareness:
In order to raise awareness of the problem:
1)

Provide producers withUse available information throughas handouts,
newsletter articles, and on Brazeau County’s website and social media.

2)

Inform Brazeau County seed dealers of our County policy and recommend that
infected seed by avoided and to implement best practices based on the

Chief Administration Officer:_________________________________________________________________
Approved By Council: _04/04/14 _ ________________________________________________________
Revision Dates: (y/m/d) 08/06/06; 04/08/10; 19/04/16____________________________________________
Reviewed: 14/07/28_______________________________________________________________________
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Alberta Fusarium graminearum Management Plan. and concerns and request
that susceptible crop seed not be brought into the area from infested areas
(eastern Saskatchewan, Manitoba and some northern states), if possible. The
Fieldman shall write to each seed outlet in the County and express these
concerns yearly.

B.

3)

Assist and encourage area seed cleaning plants to set and follow policies to
accept only seed that is certified Fusarium graminearum free for cleaning.

4)

A.S.B. members shall keep informed of policy and programs and act as
ambassadors to educate County residents about Fusarium graminearum.

Preventative Measures:
1)

Recommendations of preventative measures will be based on the most
current version of the Alberta Fusarium graminearum Management Plan.When
purchasing cereal grain for use as seed, ensure that it is accompanied by
a
laboratory certificate showing that the seed lot was tested and found free
of
Fusarium graminearum.
2)
All cereal seed should be treated with a registered fungicide that
includes the
genus Fusarium on the label list of controlled fungi,
particularly if from an out
of province or unknown source.
3)

Cereal grain intended for use as seed that tests positive for Fusarium
graminearum must be properly and effectively disposed of.
These lots may
be sold for food or feed but treated lots must be
disposed of and buried in a
landfill.
C.

Inspection:
In order to inspect for Fusarium graminearum, the Agricultural Fieldman shall:
1)

Keep staff informed of the symptoms.

2)

Inform farmers of symptoms and through increased knowledge, garner
their assistance for inspection purposes.

3)

Carry out inspections as required.

4)

Prepare and serve Notice to Control Pest as required.

Chief Administration Officer:_________________________________________________________________
Approved By Council: _04/04/14 _ ________________________________________________________
Revision Dates: (y/m/d) 08/06/06; 04/08/10; 19/04/16____________________________________________
Reviewed: 14/07/28_______________________________________________________________________
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D.

5)

Notify adjacent landowners of infestation.

6)

Enforce Notice to Control Pest as required.

Management and Control Measures:
1)

The report of laboratory analysis certifying that a representative sample of
the lot of cereal seed was tested according to the accepted protocol and
Fusarium graminearum free must accompany the lot and be available for
inspection anytime during the transportation and handling of the lot.

2)

The end user of the seed must maintain the reports of laboratory analysis
certifying that each lot of seed brought in by end user was found to be free
of Fusarium graminearum. These certificates must be readily available for
inspection.

3)

If Fusarium graminearum is found within Brazeau County the landowner shall
either, cooperatively or through enforcement measures:
i)

Prior to maturity, infested crops may be cut and immediately ensiled.
Harvested crop residue should not spill onto the soil and the silage
should be fed to cattle in such a way as to prevent spillage onto the soil.

ii)

Mature crops can be harvested and must be fed to cattle. Avoid spillage
while handling, transporting and feeding.

iii) All cereal grain transported in the County must be securely covered. No
grain is to be allowed to blow off the vehicle while in‐transport.
iv) Remove and burn or bury crop residue from all equipment before
leaving an infested field and tarp all grain transported from the infested
field.
v)

Incorporate cereal residue as deep as possible in the soil after harvest. If
soil erosion is a problem, cultivation may be delayed to just prior to
planting a non‐cereal crop in early spring.

vi) If deep tillage is used in the fall, use shallow tillage or direct seeding of
non‐cereal crops the following spring to avoid bringing infested crop
Chief Administration Officer:_________________________________________________________________
Approved By Council: _04/04/14 _ ________________________________________________________
Revision Dates: (y/m/d) 08/06/06; 04/08/10; 19/04/16____________________________________________
Reviewed: 14/07/28_______________________________________________________________________
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residue to the surface.
vii) Control volunteer cereals and grassy weeds on infested land, including
headlands.
viii) Keep Fusarium graminearum infested land in non‐host crops such as
canola, alfalfa, clover, peas or summer‐fallow for a minimum of three
years following the detection of disease.
ix) Do not use corn in rotation with small grain cereal. Corn is also a host of
Fusarium graminearum, where it causes seed to rots, seedling blight,
root rot, stalk rot and ear rot.
x)

After a three‐year rotation, disease‐free cereal seed from a cultivar that
has low susceptibility to, or resistance to Fusarium graminearum and is
treated with a recommended fungicide, can be planted.

xi) If fields are found to be infected with Fusarium graminearum the fields
will be subject to the control measures. If an infected field is re‐seeded
to a cereal the crop will be destroyed as per the Agricultural Pests Act.

Chief Administration Officer:_________________________________________________________________
Approved By Council: _04/04/14 _ ________________________________________________________
Revision Dates: (y/m/d) 08/06/06; 04/08/10; 19/04/16____________________________________________
Reviewed: 14/07/28_______________________________________________________________________
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Cattle
Squeeze

Corral Panels

Loading Cattle Bale Tipping Brillion Fertilizer
Back Pack 300 gal
ATV
Slip in Feed Soil Porcupine Marmot Skunk Total
Chute Scale Scale Table Seeder Spreader Signs Sprayer Sprayer Sprayer Sprayer Probe Probe
Trap
Trap
Trap Renters

2018
5
3
12
5
2019
9
5
22
8
2020
3
3
5
5
**Totals for 2020 up to date until September 9th, 2020

Description
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HI HOG
CATTLE
CHUTE
HI HOG CALF
TABLE
BALE SCALE
HI‐HOG
CALF TABLE
CATTLE
SQUEEZE
DEMCO
PASTURE
SPRAYER
CORRAL
PANELS
IHC 12'
PRESS DRILL
DEMCO 300
GALLON
SPRAYER
HI HOG
CATTLE
CHUTE
RELIABLE
SCALE

Unit #

Yearly Premium

A‐06

$4.12

A‐09
A‐16

$2.06
$6.18

A‐20

$3.09

A‐22

$6.18

A‐34

$13.39

A‐21

$3.09

A‐43

$1.03

A‐58

$10.30

A‐60

$7.21

A‐71

$19.57
$76.22

1
1
2

0
7
2

1
5
6

n/a
n/a
4

4
6
3

0
0
1

3
14
15

0
8
13

0
3
2

2
2
2

0
1
2

0
4
4

0
10
6

27
37
9

56
104
73

•
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ALBERTA
'rRANSPOR'I'A'l'ION

O/ficf ofthe Minister
Deputy Govermnent House Lender

MLA, Citlgary-Hnys

August 17, 2020

AR 81630

Kara Westeriund

Brazeau County Division 4 Councillor and ASB Chairperson
Brazeau County
7401 - Twp Rd 494, P.O. Box 77

Drayton Valley, AB T7A 1R1
Dear Ms. Westeriund:

Thank you for your July 15, 2020 letter requesting a further extension to the Mandatory
Entry-Level Training (MELT) extension deadline for farmers due to the COVlD-19 pandemic.
The Government of Alberta recognizes that the COVID-19 pandemic has presented an
unprecedented challenge, and I appreciate Brazeau County's commitment to the MELT farm
extension and traffic safety.

Road safety is a top priority for Alberta Transportation, and the primary goal of MELT is to teach
new commercial drivers the critical knowledge and skills that will create a foundation for safe

driving, as well as foster the development of positive driving attitudes and behaviours. The type
of entry-level training required by the MELT program is the modern standard being implemented
across Canada and the United States, and is part of the National Safety Code developed by the
federal, provincial, and territorial governments in conjunction with the commercial carrier
industry.

Alberta Transportation offered farmers and farm workers the extension to comply with MELT in
order to help with the 2019 and 2020 seeding and har\/est seasons. Farmers and farm workers
have until November 30, 2020 to apply for this extension and until March 1, 2021 to take and
pass both the pre-MELT and MELT Class 1 tests. Alberta Transportation is not considering
further changes to the March 1, 2021 deadline for the farm extension at this time.
As part of Alberta’s relaunch strategy, Alberta Transportation has worked diligently with health
officials to reopen road tests for Albertans while keeping our examiners and examinees safe in
light of the COVID-19 crisis. As of June 30, road test bookings for all classes have been
opened. The department continues to add new road test appointments weekly across the
province to help meet demand. Farmers and farm workers who want to take a road test can now

book online as the province continues to open up the economy and access to personal
protective equipment increases.
...12

320 l.cgi.s!-.mire Building, 10800-97 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6 Canada Telephone 780-427-2080 Pax 780-422-2002

Classification: Protected A

on rtcycledpaper
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Ms. Kara Westeriund

AR 81630
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In addition, the Registrar of Motor Vehicles has extended the expiration of driver
knowledge test results for Class 1 to 4 drivers whose results were to expire between
March 1, 2020 and Sept. 20, 2020. The expiration date for these results will now be
180 days past the original date of expiry.

The department will continue to monitor demand for road tests, source sufficient personal
protective equipment, and maximize hours for test delivery in conjunction with our registry agent
partners. Additional details about road tests can be found at www.alberta.ca/drivers-roadtest.aspx.

Should you have any further questions or concerns, please contact John Hicks, Manager
Operations and Compliance. Mr. Hicks can be reached toll-free at 310-0000, then
780-249-2090, or at john.hicks@gov.ab.ca.
Thank you for taking the time to write.
Sincerely,

Kic Mclver
Minister

cc:

Honourable Devin Dreeshen

Minister of Agriculture and Forestry
Honourable Grant Hunter

Associate Minister of Red Tape Reduction
Mark Smith

MLA for Drayton Valley-Devon
John Hicks

Manager, Operations and Compliance, Alberta Transportation

Classification: Protected A
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2020 Northwest Region
Agricultural Service Board Conference
___________________________________

October 29, 2020
Via Online Meeting @ 10:00 AM
___________________________________

Resolutions to be submitted to
russ.jassman@mdlsr.ca
up to and including September 30, 2020
___________________________________

Agenda, Registration Form and link to
online meeting to follow in September
___________________________________
For further information, contact:
Peggy Laing, Administrative Assistant at 780-681-3929.
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Updated: September 16, 2020

BRAZEAU COUNTY
2020 Agricultural Service Board Meeting Schedule
Location:

County Administration Building, 7401 – Twp Road 494

Meeting time:

9:00 a.m.

Public Input Session: 10:00 a.m.

January 15, 2020 * (cancelled)
February 19, 2020
March 19, 2020 (cancelled)
April 15, 2020
May 20, 2020
June 17, 2020
July 15, 2020
August 19, 2020
September 16, 2020
October 14, 2020
November 18, 2020
December 16, 2020

* (10:00 a.m. start time with Public Input Session at 11:00 a.m.)
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