BRAZEAU COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL SERVICE
BOARD MEETING
September 19, 2019

BRAZEAU COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING
AGENDA
DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

September 19, 2019
9:00 a.m.
County Administration Building, EOC Room

Call to Order
Present
1.

Additions and adoption of the agenda (Page 1)

2.

Adoption of the August 21, 2019 ASB meeting minutes (Pages 2-9)

3.

Business Arising

4.

10:00 a.m.

5.

Agriculture Reports for August/September 2019
a) Manager of Agricultural Services Report (Page 10)
b) Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Report (Page 11)
c) Members Reports
d) Alberta Key Contact Report

6.

Old Business
a) Advertisement for Equipment – M. Mueller (tabled from August 21, 2019)
b) Weeds – M. Mueller (tabled from August 21, 2019)
c) Resolution – Shelterbelt Program (Pages 12-13)
d) Resolution – MELT Exemption (Pages 14-17)
e) Ag Survey Results (Pages 18-22)
f) ASB Tour Committee
i.
Chairperson’s Report (Page 23-24)
ii.
Tour Theme (Page 25)
iii.
Revised Letter to Potential Tour Stop Cooperators (Page 26)
iv.
Tour Guides
v.
Entertainment
vi.
Suggested Tour Itinerary
vii.
Tour Coordinator position

7.

New Business

8.

Correspondence / Items for Information
a) Email from Resident - Weed Control (tabled from August 21, 2019) (Page 27)
b) 2019 ASB Meeting Schedule (Page 28)

Public Input Session

Lunch provided
9.

Woodlot Strategy Session

Adjournment
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MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING HELD AT THE BRAZEAU COUNTY
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, EOC MEETING ROOM, IN DRAYTON VALLEY, ALBERTA ON
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2019.
CALL TO ORDER

Sara Wheale, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

PRESENT

Sara Wheale, Chairperson
Bart Guyon, Reeve
Anthony Heinrich, Councillor
Maureen Schwab, Member at Large and Vice Chairperson
Mike Mueller, Member at Large
Duane Movald, Member at Large
Dallas Ekstrom, Member at Large
Toso Bozic, Key Contact, Alberta Agriculture and Forestry
Dawnia McCann, Manager of Agricultural Services
Corbyn Pankonin, Assistant Agricultural Fieldman
Melissa Keeley, Recording Secretary

ABSENT

Jocelyn Whaley, CAO

GUESTS

none

ADDITIONS
AND ADOPTION
OF AGENDA

ADOPTION OF
MINUTES

Additions and Adoption of Agenda
109/19
Moved by D. Movald to adopt the agenda with the following
additions:
7. New Business
b) Advertisement for the equipment – M. Mueller
c) Weeds – M. Mueller
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Adoption of Minutes
110/19
Moved by A. Heinrich to adopt the minutes of the Agricultural
Service Board meeting of June 19, 2019 with the following
changes:
• Motion 090/19 should read that A. Heinrich moved to
give permission for M. Mueller to withdraw his
motion.
• On page 7 second paragraph second sentence should
read struck, as opposed to stuck.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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BUSINESS ARISING
AGRICULTURE
REPORTS

none
Manager of Agricultural Services Report July/August 2019
D. McCann provided a verbal review of the Manager of Agricultural Services
report. One resident called in particular, very concerned that the weather has
been terrible for farming and they wouldn’t be able to get their feed off the
fields for cattle. She requested that this should be brought up to the ASB
Board. Members discussed the concern about declaring an agriculture
disaster. Council would need to declare it. With the weather changing, it
could be possible to get crops off.
111/19

Moved by A. Heinrich to receive the Agricultural Fieldman
Report for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Report July/August 2019
C. Pankonin provided a verbal review of the Assistant Agricultural Fieldman
report. Have almost the entire County weed sprayed and mowing is
continuous. Talking to land owners about weed control and general inquiries.
For ALUS have been doing lots of reporting and site inspections. Attended a
tree planting workshop put on by Parkland County. Members asked about
why Warren Noga is still on our County website as an Assistant Agricultural
Fieldman. C. Pankonin information should be updated on the County website.
On the rental spray unit, the hose should have a swivel, as opposed to what
is now installed. The hose can get tangled up, possibly causing damage and
is not user friendly. The traps we have for rental units are live, humane traps.
112/19

Moved by D. Ekstrom to receive the Assistant Agricultural
Fieldman report for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Members’ Reports
Reeve B. Guyon reported on:
 280 bales wrapped with new John Deere equipment.
 Has had a bear and big black wolf run through his herd.
 Keep in mind that there are large wildlife in the area.
Councillor A. Heinrich reported on:
 Struggling to make hay.
 Skunks are everywhere.
Member at Large M. Mueller reported on:
 First time in 10 years trying to put up hay and it’s not going well.
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Member at Large D. Movald reported on:
 Not able to put much feed up.
 ALUS projects are moving forward and people are looking to take
advantage of the program.
 Doesn’t think we are in a state of emergency yet, but honey
producers will likely have a poor year and could have an effect on
predators/wildlife coming to populated areas.
Member at Large D. Ekstrom reported on:
 Lives by community pasture and has seen wolves in the pasture.
 Thinks that people are releasing skunks etc. in the community pasture.
 Went to Olds College to learn about new equipment coming out
through their Ag Smart Program.
Member at Large M. Schwab reported on:
 Attended the farm safety forum, it was run very well.
 RR73 it is being designated as a detour road and there are people
driving fast and dust causing safety issues. CPO’s do patrol it. Would
like a social media message reminding people to be aware of farm
equipment.
It was suggested that Brazeau County could put portable flashing signs up
for the harvest season warning all public about potential farming equipment
on roads and highways. Could ask Community Peace Officers to patrol.
Older farm equipment can have magnetic flashers and slow moving signs
installed on them, to help warn others of equipment.
113/19

Moved by M. Schwab to direct administration to place a
message on social media to encourage farmers to use
flashers when moving equipment on all roads and highways
and to encourage public to be aware and courteous to
farmers.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Chairperson S. Wheale reported on:
 Attempting to hay.
 Lots of weeds that have never been seen before in the area. Never
had Bull Thistle and is trying to fight it.
 Attended the Farm Safety consultation, would be nice to have more
advertising and it seems rushed.
 There is a raccoon population increasing close to our County
borders. Predicts raccoons could be at our southern border soon.
 Trying to log in Hinton area using farming equipment.
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114/19

Moved by B. Guyon to receive the Members’ Reports for
information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Alberta Key Contact Report
T. Bozic provided a verbal review of the Alberta Key Contact Report. There
are bounties on coyotes, beavers, and wolves in other areas. Clearwater
County has ideas on how to keep the wildlife in check, without having
bounties on animals. First time in Alberta for him to have no inquires asking
about tree bugs, but many emails about tree diseases. T. Bozic thinks
Brazeau County will probably see a higher amount of tree disease this year.
House building market is slow and is hard on the tree growers. Woodland
County is in very rough shape due to not being able to collect taxes from oil
and gas companies who have declared bankruptcy. New bug called Asian
Long Horn Beetle found in Edmonton. Look to see what Brazeau County has
for an Emergency Agriculture Plan, such as equipment, landfill, etc. There
are grants available to help form an Emergency Agriculture Plan. Some areas
have a problem with Alberta Transportation not taking care of ditches in the
way of ditch cutting and weed control. Alberta Transportation’s budget is
frozen. Service Alberta has removed the old website and is making changes.
If you have a specific inquiry, send an email to T. Bozic to help look for it.
Members discussed if there are any control methods to use to help with the
insects that are coming our way. Members asked if there anything that T.
Bozic can send for info on new insects. Very little can be done without
spending a lot of money.
115/19

Moved by A. Heinrich to receive the Alberta Key Contact
Report for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
OLD BUSINESS

Resolution – Shelterbelt Program
D. McCann presented a draft copy of the proposed resolution to reinstate
the shelterbelt program. The resolution will go to the North West Regional
Conference. Members discussed getting the resolution to the government
of Canada being not likely, and the program is probably not coming back.
Anything with Federal Government would need to go to all provinces and
territories for approval. It was hard to find information on the history of the
PFRA program. Could send the request to Brazeau Council and ask if they
would take it to RMA as a resolution. Notes were given to D. McCann about
the wording on the resolution, directing her to use implement instead of
reinstate Shelterbelt Program and to include a portion about the lifespan of
trees and weather conditions.
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116/19

Moved by M. Schwab for this resolution to be reworded to
include the notes as directed and emailed out to the ASB for
them to respond.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Letter to Minister – Ropin’ the Web
D. McCann presented a draft letter.
PUBLIC INPUT

Public Input Session
S. Wheale opened the Public Input Session at 10:00 a.m. No members of the
public were in attendance.
S. Wheale closed the Public Input Session at 10:00 a.m.
S. Wheale called for a break called for at 10:01 a.m. and the meeting
reconvened at 10:14 a.m.
Members discussed deferring the Ropin’ the Web letter to the Minister to
see which way this is going to go or send the letter out and carbon copy to
all parties involved. Open Alberta is a place to find previous documents for
research on Ropin’ the Web.
117/19

Moved by M. Schwab to have the ASB Chairperson sign the
letter and send the letter to the Minister.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
ASB Tour Committee
S. Wheale advised that due to work commitments, she is stepping down
from the ASB Tour Committee.
118/19

Moved by M. Schwab to appoint A. Heinrich to the ASB Tour
Committee.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
119/19

Moved by D. Movald to ratify A. Heinrich’s attendance at the
last ASB Tour Committee meeting.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
120/19

Moved by M. Schwab to accept S. Wheale’s resignation from
the ASB Tour Committee with regret.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
M. Schwab, ASB Tour Committee Chairperson discussed preparations and
plans for the ASB Tour Committee.
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121/19

Moved by M. Schwab to revise the letter to Potential Tour
Stop Cooperators incorporating what the purpose of an ASB
and an ASB Tour is and have the letter emailed out to the
ASB Tour Committee for suggestions and then bring it back
to the next ASB meeting.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Members discussed tentative suggestions for the tour stops. The tour route
that is currently being looked at, was consulted with Public Works to
ensure roads used are in good condition. Ideas will evolve, change and be
added.
122/19
Moved by B. Guyon to receive these ideas so far.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Additional tour themes included: “Industry and Innovation” and “History,
Industry and Innovation” It was discussed that the Tour Theme/Slogan needs
to be decided as soon as possible.
123/19

Moved by B. Guyon to request the utilization of Brazeau
County Corporate Communications Coordinator to come up
with a logo and/or slogan for the ASB Tour and present it at
the next ASB meeting.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

S. Wheale left meeting at 11:04 a.m. and Vice Chairperson M. Schwab
assumed the chair.
124/19

Moved by D. Movald to approve the letter as presented to be
sent to the Drayton Valley and District Historical Society.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
S. Wheale returned to the meeting at 11:08 a.m. and resumed the Chair.
125/19

Moved by M. Schwab to defer the Tour Coordinator
position to the next ASB meeting.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
D. McCann advised of the need for advertising of the position and to have
resumes submitted.
B. Guyon left the meeting at 11:13 a.m.
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126/19

Moved by M. Schwab that Administration investigate a more
appropriate place for the ASB 50th Anniversary plaque to be
displayed.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

NEW BUSINESS

Terms of Reference for ASB Tour Committee
The Terms of Reference was proposed for the ASB Tour Committee.
127/19

Moved by A. Heinrich to receive the Terms of Reference for
information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
128/19

Moved by M. Mueller to defer items 7b and 7c to the next
meeting.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
CORRESPONDENCE
/ ITEMS FOR
INFORMATION

Minister of Agriculture and Forestry – Thank You Letter
129/19
Moved by A. Heinrich to receive the letter for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Alberta Transportation – Repealing F Exemption for Saskatchewan
130/19
Moved by A. Heinrich to receive the letter for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Clear Hills County – Farmer Class 1 Training Exemption
131/19
Moved by M. Schwab to receive the letter for information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
AB Government News Release – Deadline Extended for Farm and School
Drivers
Members asked if the board would support drafting a resolution for
exemption. The government is looking at possibly reviewing the whole
program again. Farmers don’t have a months’ time/money to complete the
MELT program.
132/19

Moved by D. Ekstrom to receive the news release for
information.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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133/19

Moved by M. Schwab to have Administration develop a letter
or website comment to the Minister of Red Tape Reduction
regarding Class 1 and 2 driving requirements.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Email from Resident – Weed Control
Deferred to next ASB meeting.
134/19

Moved by D. Ekstrom to direct Administration to draft a
resolution to exempt farmers from the Mandatory Entry
Level Training and forward to the ASB by email for comment.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
2019 ASB Meeting Schedule
No changes to the schedule were noted. October meeting date will be chosen
at the next ASB meeting.
NEXT
MEETING

ADJOURNMENT

The next regular ASB meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 19, 2019
in the EOC Room, Brazeau County Building, 7401 – Twp Road 494.
135/19

Moved by D. Ekstrom that the regular Agricultural Service
Board meeting of August 21, 2019, adjourn at 11:59 a.m.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

___________________________
ASB CHAIRPERSON

___________________________
ASB FIELDMAN
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MEMORANDUM
AGRICULTURAL FIELDMAN REPORT
AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 2019
BRAZEAU COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SERVICES BOARD

Administration
•
•
•
•
•
•

Day to day operations (planning, calls, staff meeting);
Responding to resident requests;
Creating/Approving POs;
Advertising ASB Bursary;
Advertising Septic Sense workshop;
ASB Tour Committee meetings.

Pest Management
•
•

Trap rentals;
Pest surveys.

Soil Conservation
•

Planning and Development green sheets.

Roadside Vegetation
•
•
•

Completion of spraying program;
Spot sprayed gravel pits;
Roadside mowing ongoing.

Weed Management
•
•
•
•
•

Weed inspections;
Investigating weed concerns;
Hawkweed spraying;
Fence line spraying;
Assisting landowners with weed identification and control.

Crop and Forage
•

Provincial crop reporting.

ALUS
•
•
•

Administrative support;
ALUS information letters sent to 1061 landowners;
ALUS-1 Appendix A taken to Council.
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MEMORANDUM
ASSISTANT AGRICULTURAL FIELDMAN REPORT
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER - 2019
BRAZEAU COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SERVICES BOARD
Administration
• Day to day operations;
• Responding to inquiries;
• Talking to landowners;
• Research.
ALUS
•
•
•

Responding to inquiries and setting up meetings;
Reporting;
Site Inspections.

Pest Management
• Skunk and porcupine traps.
Soil Conservation
• N/A
Roadside Vegetation
• Seeding;
• Mowing.
Weed Management
• Weed Inspecting;
• Spraying;
Rural and Community Services
• N/A
Crop and Forage
• Samples.
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REINSTATE A SHELTERBELT PROGRAM

WHEREAS The Government of Canada cancelled the Prairie Shelterbelt Program in 2013, a
program which ran successfully from 1901-2013;
WHEREAS Shelterbelts provide many direct benefits to landowners, including snow trapping,
reducing soil erosion from wind, and acting as visual screens;
WHEREAS Shelterbelts provide indirect benefits to all Canadians by providing ecosystem
services, including carbon sequestration, wildlife habitat, and pollinator habitat;
WHEREAS weather conditions and high levels of pest pressure has taken its toll on existing
shelterbelts;
WHEREAS Municipalities bear the extra cost of road maintenance (snow clearing, dust control)
when shelterbelts start to die;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Provincial Agricultural Service Board Committee
request the Government of Alberta implement a shelterbelt program.

SPONSORED BY:

Brazeau County

MOVED BY:

_______________________________

SECONDED BY:

_______________________________

CARRIED:

_______________________________

DEFEATED:

_______________________________
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Previously, the Government of Alberta provided trees and shrubs to Alberta farmers for
shelterbelts. Various government departments managed the program over the years, but
starting in 1951, the Department of Agriculture took over. In 1997 the nursery was privatised. It
is estimated that over 60 million trees and shrubs were planted through the lifetime of the
Alberta Shelterbelt Program.
The federal government also provided free tree seedlings to farmers from 1901-2013. The year
the program was disbanded, it still distributed more than three million trees per year to 7000
clients. From 2000-2013 the federal program distributed 14.5 million trees and shrubs to
Alberta’s farmers. It is estimated that over the lifetime of the program they distributed over 600
million trees to prairie farmers.
While farming practises have improved and decreased soil erosion across the prairies,
shelterbelts are not just for preventing the loss of soil. While traditionally thought of as rows of
trees adjacent to a yard site or field, shelterbelts can be planted in many areas to attain different
goals. Shelterbelts can be planted adjacent to riparian areas, livestock facilities, and dugouts.

Benefits of shelterbelts
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Carbon sequestration
Reduction of soils erosion by wind
Protects adjacent buildings, assisting in the reduction of energy consumption
Increased soil moisture adjacent to the shelterbelt
Wildlife habitat and shelter
Pollinator habitat and shelter
Snow trapping
o Improved soil moisture
o Improved winter safety and reduced cost of snow removal on adjacent roadways
Rural landscape beautification
Screens for odours and dust from farm operations
Screens dust from road traffic into rural residences
Increase bank stability in riparian areas
Water filtration in run off areas

Many shelterbelts are reaching the end of their lifespan or are over mature. The former program
provided incentive to plant new shelterbelts or replace dying ones. With government concerns
over the climate and carbon capture, the prairie shelterbelt program would assist in those goals.
While farmer’s received direct benefits from the program, Canadian as a whole receive many
indirect benefits from shelterbelts.
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REQUEST FARMERS TO BE EXEMPT FROM MANDATORY ENTRY LEVEL TRAINING FOR
CLASS 1 LICENSES

WHEREAS: Farmers who truck their own products are generally travelling less distance and
less frequently than other commercial haulers;
WHEREAS: The Mandatory Entry Level Training for class one licenses is a significant
investment of time and finances;
WHEREAS: Farm margins are unpredictable due to market fluctuations;
WHEREAS: The Mandatory Entry Level Training for class 1 licenses is added red tape for
farmers to do their job;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Provincial Agricultural Service Board Committee
request the Government of Alberta exempt farmers from Mandatory Entry Level Training
requirements for Class 1 licenses.

SPONSORED BY:

Brazeau County

MOVED BY:

_______________________________

SECONDED BY:

_______________________________

CARRIED:

_______________________________

DEFEATED:

_______________________________
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Effective March 1, 2019, drivers looking to obtain their class 1 license in Alberta must complete
mandatory entry level training (MELT) to apply for their commercial driver’s license. Farmers
seeking to obtain their class 1 license have been given an extension until November 30th, 2020
to comply with the new requirements.

MELT Requirements (from alberta.ca):
Eligibility
To get a Class 1 or 2 driver’s licence you must:
•
•
•
•
•

be at least 18 years of age
hold any class of Alberta non-probationary driver’s licence (Graduated Driver’s Licensing Program
drivers are not eligible for a Class 1 or 2 driver’s licence)
have an approved Alberta driver’s medical examination report completed by a physician
have successfully completed the Air Brake Program (Q Endorsement), if applicable
complete the MELT program

To confirm that you are medically eligible to apply for a Class 1 or 2 driver’s licence, it is recommended
that you complete a medical assessment through a physician before participating in the MELT program.
Medical forms are available from an Alberta registry agent or an Alberta physician.

Requirements
Step 1. Complete MELT program
You must participate in training delivered by an Alberta licensed driver training school. Refer to the list to
find a school that provides the MELT program.

•
•
•

Class 1 MELT program will take 113 hours to complete. This total does not include the Air Brake
program.
Class 2 MELT program will take 50 hours to complete.
Class 2-S MELT program will take 53.5 hours to complete.

The standardized classroom session is:
Class 1: 40.5 hours
Class 2: 18 hours
Class 2-S: 18.5 hours
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To operate a vehicle equipped with air brakes, you must have an air brake (Q) endorsement on your
driver’s licence. To get a Class 1 driver’s licence, you must first successfully complete the air brake
program.
The standardized in-yard training session is:
Class 1: 15.5 hours
Class 2: 10.6 hours
Class 2-S: 11 hours
The standardized practical training session is:
Class 1: 57 hours
Class 2: 21.25 hours
Class 2-S: 24 hours
Costs
To ensure training costs are fair and accessible, the maximum amount a driver training school or
organization can charge is:
Up to $10,000 for Class 1 MELT
Up to $5,000 each for Class 2 and Class 2-S MELT
Driver training providers may choose to charge less, depending on their organization.
Subject to funding availability, there may be support and training opportunities available through the
Canada-Alberta Job Grant (CAJG) program to those who meet eligibility requirements. The CAJG helps
employers who are not in the public sector. Funding can be used to help with truck/bus driver training
when the trainee is unemployed, or when training is incremental, such as when an individual is moving to
a different role in the organization. Training must be provided by a third-party.

Step 2. Pass driver knowledge test
Once you complete the MELT program, go to any Alberta registry agent to complete the Class 1 or 2
driver's knowledge test.

Step 3. Schedule road test
You have the option to schedule a Class 1 or 2 driver's road test (as applicable) through the Alberta Road
Test Scheduler online or in person at any Alberta registry agent.
You must provide a vehicle for the road test that meets all legal requirements.
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Prior to your road test, you must go to any Alberta registry agent to confirm your eligibility and identity.
This can be done up to 72 hours in advance of your scheduled test.

Step 4. Pass road test
You must pass the pre-trip inspection and the driver’s road test.

Step 5. Go to the registry agent
Once you have passed the pre-trip inspection and road test, you can go to any Alberta registry agent to
get your Class 1 or 2 driver’s licence.

The ability to get their products to market is essential for all 57,605 (2016 census) of Alberta’s
agricultural producers. The new Class 1 driver training requirements are an added cost and time
commitment for producers looking to obtain their class 1 license. Margins and time are already
tight for agricultural producers.
The mandatory entry level training (MELT) is a total of 121.5 hours for a class 1 license. This
equates to over 15 full 8 hour days to complete the training requirements with a cost of up to
$10,000. The time in training is also a conservative estimate as time spent by one trainee
observing another trainee is not calculated into the training time. As training is generally done in
groups this extends the total time spent at training.
While the safety of all Albertans is of utmost importance, we feel there are a number of
differences that should exempt farmers from MELT. Farmers are not full time truckers or long
haul drivers. Farmers are also generally exposed to driving large trucks and equipment earlier
on in life compared to the average Albertan. MELT is additional red tape that makes farming
even more difficult.
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BRAZEAU COUNTY
UPDATE REPORT TO ASB
SUBJECT:

Agricultural Rental Equipment Survey

DATE TO ASB:

September 19, 2019

PREPARED BY:

Dawnia McCann, Manager of Agricultural Services

UPDATE
INFORMATION:

Results of the Agricultural Rental Survey

A survey regarding agricultural rental equipment was published in the Spring 2019 edition of The Seed.
Additionally, the survey was published online through “Survey Monkey” and was advertised through
social media. A printed copy of the survey was also available at the counter of the County office.
Specifically, the survey questions focused on determining if a corn seeder would be a desirable piece of
agricultural rental equipment. The survey also asked if there were other ag rental equipment the users
were interested in.
The survey closed on August 31, 2019 with 39 responses received.
Results of the survey are as follows:
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Brazeau County – Report to ASB– Agricultural Rental Survey Results
Page 1 of 5
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Live in town, so would be planted in a small garden patch.
I don’t want to plant corn.

# of Acres
0
10
20
20-30
10-35
25-50
25-60
30-50
60
100
200
Lots but not in corn

# of
Responses
15
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
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Brazeau County – Report to ASB– Agricultural Rental Survey Results
Page 3 of 5

Comments:
In the garden.
Unknown, this is the first year.
Great results. Last year’s early frost and snow affected grazing quality though.
Would like a narrower row spacing for grazing.
The problem with a corn seeder is it is only about an 18 day window to seed.
Fair to good.
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“Other” Responses
Small plot multi seeder used by a lot of the US small holdings
Valmar type seeder for grass seed
Manure spreader
Haying equipment for smaller acreages
Was interested in aerator but there is one available from Roy Kocsis
Welding in Drayton and rented it Oct/2018
There is an aerator in town of Drayton for rent (Roy Kocsis welding)
Finishing mower with 3 point hitch type
Post pounder
I only rent the cattle squeeze
Broadcast spreader
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# of Responses
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
4
1
1

Brazeau County – Report to ASB– Agricultural Rental Survey Results
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Tour Committee Chair’s Report

Maureen Schwab

The Tour Comittee met September 11. We discussed many items
and those with the highest priority are as follows:
1. Tour Theme . We selected two suggested Themes from the
list provided by Communications and are forwarding them
to the ASB for final selection. In the opinion of the Tour
Committee it is crucial that this selection be made at the
September ASB Meeting to allow for time to have a logo
design prepared. We feel that once the Interim Council
Budget has been approved letters need to go out to
dignitaries including the Premier, Minister of Agriculture
and Forestry etc. inviting them to attend the tour . Given the
busy schedule of all dignitaries we feel the sooner we are
inContact with them the better and our feeling is that all
correspondence on behalf of the tour should carry the logo.
2. Entertainment. We are presenting the ASB wit three
entertainment choices one for the Opening Evening, one for
the evening of July 7 and one for the final evening which
will be a gala. Once again as soon as the interim council
budget is approved it is imperative that entertainers are
booked as getting good entertainment is crucial plus we
know they book a long time in advance.
3. Dawnia and I had an excellent meeting with the Historical
Society with respect to having a one day portion of the Kids
Tour at the Museum. They were very much on board and
came up with numerous great suggestions.
4. We have decided to contact several people on the list of
potential tour stops to discuss their availability and advise
them this is just a tentative discussion nothing has been
finalized but we know some folks have time sensitive lives
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and if we want them to be involved in the tour we at least be
in their calendar as a tentative booking,
5. Anthony will be contacting Peter Maine to discuss what
potential items would make up a tour stop and if he is
willing to be put on the tentative list.
6. I will be dropping over to have coffee with Robert Lind and
see about his availability as a tour stop etc.
Once again I emphasize all discussions with potential tour stop
hosts are being done as tentative and they will be advised
nothing has been finalized. In the event we have some who do
not wish to participate or that may not have a suitable location
we will go back to the drawing board for other ideas.

Maureen
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Top two Tour Theme suggestions as voted on by
ASB Tour Committee:
1. Deep Roots Grow Innovation
2. Cultivating Innovation

Logos to follow …
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Brazeau County

7401 – Twp Rd 494, P.O. Box 77, Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1
PHONE: (780) 542-7777
FAX: (780) 542-7770
www.brazeau.ab.ca

Date
Add “ Tour Theme”
Dear________________________
Agricultural Service Boards (ASB’s) are unique to Alberta, first established by Alberta
Agriculture in 1945 mainly for the purpose of education regarding soil erosion, dealing with
weed infestations, etc. Shortly after ASB’s were created, the idea for touring neighboring
municipalities was born and Provincial ASB Summer Tours have since been hosted by
individual Rural Municipalities as a way of sharing information and the uniqueness of what
each municipality has to offer.
Brazeau County ASB is pleased to be hosting the 2021 Provincial ASB Summer Tour July 6-9,
2021.
This Tour will bring representatives of Agricultural Service Boards from across the Province to
spend four days in our community touring various Agricultural operations, agricultural
businesses and tour stops which will focus on our rich history and also showcase diverse and
innovative facilities such as the Solar Aquatics Facility near Cynthia, and many others. We
anticipate an attendance of approximately 400 delegates which will be divided into two
groups, one touring the west side of the County and one touring the east. Then the groups
will be switched the following day.
Given your role in the agriculture community we would like to include your operation in the
tour. We anticipate approximately 200 delegates would be stopping at your property both
July 7 and 8 for approximately ___________ if you were agreeable.
The Tour Committee and County staff will work with you to ensure your requirements for
touring your property are met and respected throughout, should you be willing to participate.
Please contact the ASB Tour Coordinator, name, phone and email for further information.
Yours sincerely,

Sara Wheale
ASB Chairperson

Maureen Schwab
ASB Tour Committee Chairperson
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Maureen
Nancy Chambers
Fwd: Weed control
Friday, July 12, 2019 6:58:13 PM

Hi Nancy will you add this to the ASB August Agenda under correspondence
Thanks
Maureen
Maureen
Begin forwarded message:
From: Marie Cornelson FOIP: s.17 (4) (g)
Date: July 12, 2019 at 2:25:19 PM MDT
To: Maureen Schwab FOIP: s.17 (4) (g)
Subject: Weed control

Good morning this is a tough year to get on the land to control the weeds . The
ground is saturated and it is not possible to spray
We have an Environmental Farm Plan and every year we spray the noxious weeds
some which were brought in with the backfill when the culverts on 72 were
replaced years ago .
Its frustrating when the County sends letters requiring you to keep them under
control and the ditches are full of them
Sent from my iPhone
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Updated: June 19, 2019

BRAZEAU COUNTY
2019 Agricultural Service Board Meeting Schedule
(Usually every 3rd Wednesday of the month)

Location:

County Administration Building, 7401 – Twp Road 494

Meeting time:

as noted below

Meeting at 1 pm; public input session at 2 pm:
January 16, 2019
February 20, 2019
March 13, 2019
April 17, 2019
May 15, 2019

Meeting at 9 am; public input session at 10 am:
June 19, 2019
July 17, 2019 cancelled
August 21, 2019
September 18, 2019 September 19, 2019
October 16, 2019
November 20, 2019
December 18, 2019
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