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Chairman’s Greetings: 
Wow!  Spring sure came early this year, but it also started out 
very dry!  Some crops got in the ground well ahead of normal 
seeding times, gardens went in early and then we were hit 
by that snow storm!  Hopefully not too much re-seeding was 
done in the county.  However, after that much needed mois-
ture, everything sure greened up and started growing.  Things 
are looking up!

The Agricultural Service Board has been following the process 
of Bill 6: Enhanced Protection of Farm and Ranch Workers 
Act and have written letters to all the ASBs across the prov-
ince with recommendations for the OH&S regulations the Act 
should encompass.  We have also nominated one of our own 
residents as a member for a seat at one of the consultation 
group’s table.  Unfortunately this did not have the outcome we 
had hoped, and are now looking forward to the next steps the 
board will take.

The staff of Agricultural Services had a successful fence line 
spraying program last year.  So much so, that the ASB felt the 
need to increase the area and open up the application criteria 
for more residents.  Look for information regarding the new 
and improved Fence Line Program as you turn the pages.

We encourage our farmers and ranchers to speak with any 
board member or, attend an ASB meeting with the concerns 
you would like to see brought forward as a resolution at our 
regional conferences.  

Kindly contact the following board members or contact the 
Agricultural Fieldman for more information on the process for 
bringing forward issues affecting the Agricultural Industry in 
Brazeau County.

Sincerely,

Rick Ennis

Agricultural Service Board Chairman

Agricultural Fieldman 
Greetings
Summer is here and all the staff are in full force, ready to tackle 
our summer programs!  We have a crew of 8 summer staff that 
we hire to assist and execute many of our agricultural pro-
grams, such as: roadside spraying and mowing, weed inspect-
ing, hawkweed spray program, fence line agreements, seeding 
roadsides, pesticide container collections; just to name a few.  
We hope this issue of the newsletter will assist you in providing 
relevant information for this year’s top pesky pasture weeds, 
new rental equipment and a new and improved fence line 
program that are available to assist producers with this year’s 
weed concerns.  

Our feature is a spotlight on the History of Agricultural Service 
Boards.  The reason behind the development of these Boards, 
what their role within the municipality is and what they are 
proud of doing for the agricultural community.

We look forward to your feedback and questions about pro-
grams; please contact Brazeau County Administration Office at 
780-542-7777 to discuss.

Sincerely, 

Lisa Rabel

Agricultural Fieldman



3the seed

Slip-in Sprayer

Knotweed

Fence line Spraying program

ag Service Board

ALUS

HerBicide reBate

weed noticeS

Agricultural Division – 
Who We Are 
The ongoing activity of Brazeau County Agricultural 
Division is to encourage production, profitability 
and sustainability of the agricultural industry in 
Brazeau County through information and program 
support.

The implementation of agricultural policies and 
the obligations of enforcement are specified under 
various Government of Alberta Acts including:

• Agricultural Service Board Act

• Agricultural Pests Act

• Soil Conservation Act

• Weed Control Act

Direction is provided by the Brazeau County 
Agricultural Service Board on the development of 
programs. 

contents:

Staff Contacts 
Lisa Rabel 
Agricultural Fieldman    
lrabel@brazeau.ab.ca

Tara McGinn 
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman   
tmcginn@brazeau.ab.ca

Tamara London  
Community Services Administrative Assistant  
tlondon@brazeau.ab.ca

Or contact the Brazeau County  
Administration office:

Box 77  
7401 Twp Rd 494 
Drayton Valley Ab  
T7A 1R1 
tel: 780-542-7779 
fax: 780-542-7770 
www.brazeau.ab.ca

4 56811
1412
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MORE OPTIONS FOR WEED CONTROL!
Agricultural Services is now offering a 450 litre slip in sprayer!  

Cost is only $35.00 per day, with a separate damage deposit of $50.00. 
To book, please call (780) 542-7779 

(Even more rentals listed on the back cover)

Includes 
a receiver 
hitch to 
hold the 

boom

13 foot 
poly 

boom It has 
a hand 
wand!

 Easily fits 
into the 

box of a ½ 
ton truck
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FENCE LINE 
SPRAYING PROGRAM
Do you have difficult trees growing in your fence 
line? Looking for a joint partnership in creating a 
“buffer” of weed/brush free land between County 

and Provincial right-of-way’s and your land?

Help Brazeau County with our “War on Weeds” by 
signing up for our NEW Fence Line Spraying Pro-
gram.  We will now spray up to five (5) meters in 
from your fence, free of charge.  Please contact Ag-
ricultural Services for more information and to see if 

you qualify for this program at 780-542-7779.
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NO!
OH 

This highly aggressive Invasive weed has all the potential 
to wreak havoc in your world. Don’t give it the chance.
Knotweed (Fallopia spp.) is an invasive perennial 
plant, which has been found in Brazeau County. It 
looks similar to bamboo, with stems that are joint-
ed, appear woody and are swollen at the nodes. The 
leaves are alternate, the shape ranges from broadly 
oval to triangular, the length is between 7 cm to over 
30 cm, and is usually 2/3rds as wide. It can grow 
to be over 3 meters tall. The aggressive plant has a 
rhizomatous root system and just 2 cm of root can 
generate a new plant. Populations of Knotweed are 
expensive to control because they are persistent and 
can survive droughts, and flooding, and usually take 
several years to eradicate using a combination of 
control techniques. 

The three knotweed species: Giant Knotweed (Fal-
lopia sachalinensis), Hybrid Japanese Knotweed 

(Fallopia x bohemica), and Japanese Knotweed (Fal-
lopia japonica) are ranked as Prohibited Noxious in 
the Alberta Weed Control Act. Prohibited Noxious 
plants are invasive species that have not established 
in Alberta yet, or have few populations present which 
allows for ‘Early Detection, Rapid Response’ man-
agement. Plants ranked as Prohibited Noxious are 
required by law to be controlled

In order to combat the spread of Knotweed, prop-
er identification and effective management is key. 
Avoid planting invasive species in gardens, or us-
ing them in landscaping. Properly dispose of inva-
sive plants by double bagging them, and throwing 
them in the waste, not the compost. For more info on 
Knotweed, or other invasive species  please contact 
Brazeau County. 

NOT KNOTWEED!
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Leaves

Giant

Hairs on underside veins of leaves

Japanese HimalayanBohemian

Japanese Knotweed can grow 10 cm a day 

and grows rigorously – up to 2m  

in one season. 

The root system can go as deep as 3 meters 

and spread horizontally 20 meters.

The roots of Knotweed can survive in soils 

with temperatures to -35 C, high salinity 

and various levels of pH.

The roots of Knotweed can penetrate the 

foundations of buildings, sewer drains, 

concrete, brick, and asphalt.  

Releases allelopathic chemicals into 

the soil that can stop other  

plants from growing. 

Knotweed causes severe ecological 

degradation by aggressively reducing plant 

biodiversity, and displacing wildlife.

Great Britain spends 3 billion dollars a year 

trying to control the Knotweed species and 

they are still not winning the battle.

Mortgage lenders can refuse mortgages to 

properties that are affected by Knotweed. 

8
s c a r y  f a c t s

Flowers

Giant Himalayan

+ only or
Japanese

+ +

++

Bohemian
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Current ASB Chairman Rick Ennis, 
Wife Shirley, trusty steed Linen  and 
Clancy the faithful farm dog.
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DEEP ROOTS
Agricultural Service Boards (ASBs) are unique to North America.  During the 1920s 
and 1930s, agriculture was developing rapidly and new issues were being dealt with.  
Provincial specialists began to feel overwhelmed, but by the 1940s, they realized that 
the municipalities were closest to the problem and could deal with requests or issues 
more quickly than provincial inspectors.  

A HISTORY OF AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARDS 

In 1943, the M.D. of Conrich, currently 
called Rocky View County, and the Coun-
ty of Red Deer joined forces and initiated 
a trial project where special agricultural 
committees were set up.  Each committee 
consisted of two councillors, two farmers 
and the district agriculturist. These com-
mittees operated with partial funding 
from Alberta Agriculture.  

As a result of the success of these agricul-
tural committees, a resolution was passed 
at the municipal districts convention in 
Calgary, in November 1944.  The resolu-
tion read: 

“Be it resolved that this conference en-
dorse and recommend the establishment 
of ASBs in all municipal districts, such 
boards to be similar to personnel and ob-
jectives as the one established in the M.D. 
of Conrich No. 220 and now in operation 
and that legislation as may be considered 
necessary be enacted by the Legislature 
to authorize the formation of such boards 
and to designate their powers.”

In response to the 1944 resolution, the 
Agricultural Service Board Act was drafted 
and passed into Alberta Legislation in the 
spring of 1945. The Act assigned specific 
duties and powers to both municipal and 
provincial partners, while encouraging a 
cooperative and coordinated effort in the 
development of agricultural policies and 
programs that were of mutual benefit.  Ru-
ral municipalities responded to the new 
legislation in accordance with agricul-
tural needs and available budget.  From 
1945-1947, activities under the ASB Act 
focused on weed and brush control and 
soil conservation.
  
As years passed, the role of the ASB ex-
panded to include a variety of programs to 
service the agriculture industry.  Programs 
today continue to focus on weed and pest 
control but have expanded to include en-
vironmental and sustainable agriculture 
programs. In 2016, ASBs will celebrate 72 
years of continuous service to producers 
in Alberta.
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The Agriculture Service Board Act describes the legislated au-
thority and roles of ASB’s in Alberta.  The following duties and 
responsibilities of the ASB Act will apply:

• To act as an advisory body, and to assist the council and the 
Minister of Agriculture in matters of mutual concerns.

• To advise on and to help organize and direct weed and pest 
control, soil and water conservation programs under Pro-
vincial legislation.

• ASB’s are responsible for enforcing the Weed Control Act; 
Agricultural Pests Act; Soil Conservation Act.  

• To assist in the control of livestock disease under the Animal 
Health Act and Regulations.

• To promote, enhance and protect viable and sustainable ag-
riculture with a view to improving the economic viability of 
the agricultural producer.

• To promote and develop agricultural policies to meet the 
needs of the municipality.

While the ASB Act states the specific duties and responsibilities 
of the local ASB, the overall purpose is to improve and maintain 
agricultural production, improve the economic welfare of the 
farmer and act as an advisory body to municipal and provincial 
governments.

Your Brazeau County Agricultural Service Board is proud of 
many things, but only has room to name a few!  The “War on 
Weeds” is one of their top priorities and the ASB along with 
Council, support the staff in many ways to see that we aim to 
get ahead of these invasive plants.  The weeds listed under the 
Alberta Weed Control Regulation are plant species that threat-
en agriculture production.  With high costs of controlling the 
plants, the ASB recognizes this and has developed programs to 
assist the producers with the costs of some control methods.  

A Herbicide Rebate of 20% towards Grazon and Restore prod-
ucts; a new and improved Fence line Spraying program that al-
lows us to help you by spraying up to 5 meters in from your 
fence lines that are adjacent to developed road allowances; up 

to 5 acres of Hawkweed plants sprayed, due to this plant’s ag-
gressive nature; and finally a large rental fleet of many shapes 
and sizes of weed control and livestock equipment.  We have 
several units that are one the road tackling the weeds that grow 
on the land maintained by the county; road right of ways, gravel 
pits and stock piles, Municipal Reserves, parks and pathways.

While weed control is a major focus during the summer months, 
the ASB is busy in the fall and winter months developing and 
updating policies, attending conferences where we vote on res-
olutions to better agriculture in our community and the province 
as a whole and also recognizing those individuals or compa-
nies that strive to better our neighborhood with three awards: 
Industry Builders Award, Farm Family Award and a two Youth 
Scholarships.

Leading the charge this year is the Agricultural Service Board 
Chairman, Rick Ennis! Born and raised in Central Saskatchewan 
Rick developed a lifelong love of agriculture which led him and 
his wife Shirley to Northeast, Alberta to become fulltime farmers 
operating a 165 sow farrow to finish operation.  After farming, 
Rick was employed with Alberta Crop Insurance doing forage, 
pasture and crop inspections for insurance purposes.   Rick then 
served as the Agricultural Fieldman in two municipalities in the 
Northwest/Northeast areas of Alberta.  

Rick was successful in obtaining a position in the Agriculture 
Department at Brazeau County in 2008. At which time Rick and 
Shirley moved to their little farm in the beautiful Berrymoore 
area.  He very much enjoyed working with farmers, everyone in 
the agricultural sector and all the staff in Brazeau County in his 
positions of Assistant Agricultural Fieldman, Director of Agricul-
ture and Director of Community Services until his retirement in 
2015. 

Last fall Rick was honored to become a member of the ASB 
board and is so happy to be able to continue with his passion of 
serving the agricultural community of Brazeau County and at a 
provincial level. Rick’s broad range of knowledge in this industry 
is a great benefit to what he brings to the table in his role as the 
Chairman.  

Please feel free to contact any of the Board members with 
questions or concerns you would like to see brought forward.
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Brazeau County is inviting all eligible producers to apply for the 
Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) program! Our Partnership 
Advisory Committee (PAC), the group that reviews and decides 
on applications to the ALUS program, has established eligibility 
criteria for producers:

more than just marginal lands

• Are you an agricultural producer with a registered or le-
gally defined farming operation, eligible for farm tax status 
in Alberta? 

• Is there agricultural activity occurring on marginal or en-
vironmentally sensitive portions of the lands that you are 
considering enrolling in ALUS?

• Is the project on less than 20% of the titled and/or leased 
land within Brazeau County managed by you as a produc-
er? 

If you answered yes to the above three questions, you are eli-
gible to apply for ALUS. 

Once an Expression of Interest (EOI) application form has 
been completed, the ALUS Coordinator Benjamin Misener 
will contact you to discuss your project proposal. If the project 
meets the eligibility criteria and appears to be feasible, it will 
be brought to the PAC for review and approval. If you have 
any questions about the ALUS program, eligibility criteria, or 
require an EOI form, please visit our website at http://www.
brazeau.ab.ca/living-here/alus. Benjamin can be reached at 
780-542-2667 or by email at alus@brazeau.ab.ca.
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Though many weeds may look 

like pretty flowers they have a 

negative impact on all lands.  

They infest pastures and crops, 

compete with native plants, affect 

livestock, insect and bird species, 

effect natural habitats and are just 

plain costly to manage.

waging war on weeds! 

It looks like you’ve  

come under attack! 

...by WEEDS

 
During an inspection in your 

area for Prohibited Noxious and 

Noxious Weeds, some were 

found growing on your property.

Case #________________________ 

Inspector:

We need 
your Help

Agricultural Services Division  

780-542-7777

www.brazeau.ab.ca

 You can control them by:

Applying an appropriate herbicide

Mowing 

Smother crops, crop rotation

Cultivation or tillage

Timing of farming operations

Hand picking, bagging & destroying

Canada Thistle
Purplish flowers with distictive fluff in late 
summer. Leaves are prickly.

Common Tansy 
Yellow button-like  flowers, occurring in 
dense, flat-topped clusters at the tops of 
the stems. Leaves have toothed edges.

Hawkweed, Orange, Yellow, Mouse-Ear
Multiple flowers heads with red-orange or 
yellow petals. Leaves are spatula-shaped, 
narrow and hairy.

Perennial Sow Thistle
Prickly leaves, hollow stems with milky juice. 
Flowers are yellow that turn to fluff.

Scentless Chamomile 
Multiple daisy flowers. Leaves are fine 
and feathery

Tall Buttercup 
Glossy yellow flowers in clusters. Hairy 
leaves, deeply-lobed into 3-5 segments.

White Cockle 
Five white, deeply-notched flower petals, 
prominent oval leaves.

The following were found growing on your property:

Wild Caraway 
Flowers are small, white or pinkish and form 
loose umbrella-like clusters at the top of the 
stem. Leaves resemble carrot leaves.

Other:

Oxeye Daisy
Single flowers on long, slender stems. 
Shallow roots and wide glossy leaves.

Prohibited Noxious and 
Noxious Weeds are to be 
controlled under Alberta’s 
Weed Control Act.  
 
All landowners have the 
responsibility of controlling 
prohibited noxious and 
noxious weeds on their 
lands.

JOIN THE 

Fight
Herbicide Rebate Program
Brazeau County is offering residents with Tall 
Buttercup, Oxeye Daisy, and/or Orange, Yellow 
and Mouse-eared Hawkweed infestations a 20% 
rebate with the purchase and application of either 
Grazon or Restore II from any Certified Pesticide 
Dispenser. Please keep your receipt and contact 
the Brazeau County Agricultural Services Divi-
sion for the rebate form.  

Hawkweed Program
Orange, Yellow, and Mouse-eared Hawkweed 
are Prohibited Noxious weeds under the Alberta 
Weed Control Act, which requires landowners to 
eradicate the plant. To illustrate the efficacy of 
residual herbicide use, Brazeau County Agricul-
tural Services Division is offering FIVE acres of 
herbicide application free of charge. Please con-
tact the Brazeau County Agricultural Services  
Division to participate!

Weed Inspection Report

Box 77
7401 TPW Rd 494
Drayton Valley,AB T7
Ph: (780) 542-7777
Fax: (780) 542-7770

Brazeau County

Case #: 13-2358

Case Status: Active
Inspection Zone: Brazeau County
Roll: 16102300

SiteType: Garden / Yard
Crop Type:
Contacted Owner: No
Owner Intentions:
Next Action: Reinspect
Next Action Deadline: 23/08/2013
Weed Notice Date:

Long Legal:
Short Legal: 7923168 35 11

Owner Name: KPMC DEVELOPMENTS INC.

Occupant Name:
Owner Phone #:

Occupant Phone #:

Case Pictures: 0

Inspection Information

Parcel Area: 0.62 ac.

09/08/2013 9:52:25 AM Property Taylor Hudzinski

Scentless chamomile is growing in the gravel north of the shop
Inspection Notes:

Inspection Date: Inspection Type: Inspector Name:Inspection Number:
1

Pictures:
No

Weed Name Weed Grouping Abundance Growth State Area (ac.) % of Area Infested (ac.)Polygon
Scentless chamomile Few Plants Flower 0.01 100% 0.01A Noxious

Parcel Area Infested: 1.61%   (aprox)

Name: KPMC DEVELOPMENTS INC.
Address1: 4503 93 STREET
Address2:
Address3:
City: EDMONTON Prov: AB
Country: CANADA Postal: T6E 5S9
Phone1: Phone2:
Fax:
Email:

Owner Information Occupant Information
Name:
Address1:
Address2:
Address3:
City:

Prov:

Country:

Postal:

Phone1:

Phone2:

Fax:
Email:

August-21-13 Page 102 of 147

John P. Smith
123456-78

780-555-1234

1234567

What is the Difference?
Once the weed inspector has identified an infestation, they 
will use MuniSight AG to write up a Weed Inspection Report 
or Weed Notice, which will then be sent to landowner and/or 
occupant of the property with the infestation.  Because there has 
been some confusion around the difference of these documents, 
we have included both reports that could be sent to the land-
owners of Brazeau County and we have highlighted some of the 
main differences.

A Weed Inspection Report is not a legal document but 
will provide the landowner with information about the weed(s) 
present on the property. Each report will be accompanied with 

a letter which indicates different ways to control or eradicate the 
weed(s), the date a re-inspection will be completed and contact 
information for your weed inspector. 

The brochures pictured accompany ONLY the Weed Inspection 
report.  Typically this is the first thing you will see regarding the 
weeds on your property. This is the perfect time to get a jump on 
controlling the infestation while it is still relatively small.  This 
has lots of great information for the landowner! Stuff like: cost 
reducing programs for controlling the weeds, rental equipment 
and more importantly, what is the best control options for the 
weed that has been identified.  You’ll also notice there is a phone 
number for the individual that inspected your property.  This 
Weed Inspector is a wealth of information for any questions you 
may have regarding the weed report.

The type of report 
you have recieved

Next course of action

Deadline to complete 
recommended action

Control measures 
to be taken

Type of weed(s) found 
on your property

Inspection vs Notice
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ADDRESS:

BLIZE, SandraTO:

WEED CONTROL 

ACT

(SECTION 13)
Inspector's Notice

Box 637

Breton, AB   T0C 0P0   Canada

Or the Current Resident Owner

YOU ARE HEREBY DIRECTED TO:

DESTROY THE PROHIBITED NOXIOUS WEEDS¨ CONTROL THE NOXIOUS WEEDS:

1. Canada thistle

2. Common tansy

3. Tall buttercup

1. 

þ

WHICH ARE INFESTING THE PROPERTY:

THE PROHIBITED NOXIOUS WEEDS WILL BE CONSIDERED DESTROYED IF

MERIDIAN5thWEST OF THE

TOWNSHIP 47 RANGE 4

221/4 OF SECTIONOR DESCRIBED AS

Lot(s) Block Plan

SW

ROLL # 005132

¨ MUNICIPALLY KNOWN AS:

THE NOXIOUS WEEDS WILL BE CONSIDERED CONTROLLED IF:

We ask that you control the existing weeds by using effective management practices , such as A) an appropriate herbicide 

being sure to read all instructions on the label and paying special attention to when the herbicide should be applied or B) 

hand picking, bagging and destroying.  

Please do not mow Tall Buttercup as it does not control the problem; it will only scatter the seeds and encourage growth. 

This will ensure that the current problem with Tall Buttercup is brought under control and stop the infestation from 

spreading any further.  Please attempt to have this problem dealt with by June 16, 2014, when a follow-up inspection will 

be completed.

Enclosed is information regarding the problem weed and possible control methods.  If you have any questions please 

contact the Weed Inspector or Agricultural Fieldman at (780) 542-7777.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Page 1 of 3

John P. Smith

Box 555 Anytown Alberta

An Inspector’s Weed Notice is a legal document that can 
be enforced if action is not taken by the given expiration date. 
Notices are given out due to either: 1) Prohibited Noxious weeds 
have been identified on your property and require immediate ac-
tion, or 2) Notification by way of a Weed Inspection Report has 
been sent, but no action has been taken, thereby prompting the 
weed inspector to issue a Notice. In a case of non-compliance, 
legal action may be initiated and arrangements will be made 
to commence enforcement work. The weeds will be controlled 
through municipal resources or a contractor hired and paid for 
by the County. All incurred costs will be recovered by applying 
to the tax roll of the property to be paid by the landowner.

The type of report 
you have recieved

Enforcement  

JOIN THE 

Fight
All landowners have the 
responsibility of controlling 
prohibited noxious and noxious 
weeds on their lands.



Cattle Squeeze
Corral Panels
Bale Scale
Cattle Scale
Loading Chute
Tipping Tables (left/right)

Brillion Seeder
Hand Grass Seeder
Soil Sampler
Feed Probe
Bran Bait Applicator
Gallagher HR3 Tag Reader
  
Traps
Skunk Trap
Porcupine Trap
Squirrel Trap
  
Spray Equipment
Slip in 100 Gallon Sprayer   
ATV 10 Gal. Sprayer
Backpack 4 Gal. Sprayer
Pasture 300 Gal. Sprayer 
(boomless nozzles-clevis hitch) 

Signage
Smoke Signs
Cattle Drive Signs
Agricultural Haul Route Signs

$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$100.00
$250.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00 
 

$150.00
$150.00
$110.00

$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$80.00/day
No Charge
No Charge
No Charge
$15.00/day
$25.00/day
  

$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
  
  
$35.00/day
$25.00/day
$5.00/day
$35.00/day 
 

No Charge
No Charge
No Charge

From cattle squeezes and corral panels to skunk traps and pesticide sprayers, if you 
need it, we may have it.  Contact the Brazeau County office at 780-542-7777 for 
additional information or to reserve and rent.

Brazeau County Equipment Rentals

Eq u i p m E n t RE n ta l  FE E DamagE DEposit


