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Chairman’s Greetings:

Hello, from the Brazeau County Agricultural Service Board!  
The ASB board is busy reviewing the Resolution responses that 
were voted on in January at the Provincial Conference.  We are 
also creating a 100 Year Farm Family Policy and some of the 
ASB Members will be attending the ASB Summer Tour that is 
being held in Grande Prairie this July; this annual function is 
always enlightening.  The ASB provided its annual funding to 
the worthwhile, Farm Safety Program.   We would like to in-
form students registered at an accredited University or College 
for Agriculture and/or Environmental Programs that the Brazeau 
County ASB contributes two $500.00 Bursaries each year to 
qualifying students.  See the Brazeau County Website “Agricul-
ture” for information.

We encourage our farmers and ranchers to speak with any 
board member or, attend an ASB meeting with the concerns 
you would like to see brought forward as a resolution at our 
regional conferences.  

Kindly contact the following board members or contact the 
Agricultural Fieldman for more information on the process for 
bringing forward issues affecting the Agricultural Industry in 
Brazeau County.

Sincerely,

Allan Goddard

Agricultural Service Board Chairman

Agricultural Fieldman 
Greetings

Summer is here and all the staff are in full force, 
ready to tackle our summer programs!  We have a 
crew of 8 summer staff that we hire to assist and 
execute many of our agricultural programs, such as: 
roadside spraying and mowing, weed inspecting, 
hawkweed spray program, fence line agreements, 
seeding roadsides, pesticide container collections; 
just to name a few.  We hope this issue of the 
newsletter will assist you in providing relevant infor-
mation for this year’s top horticulture weed issues, 
disease updates and programs that are available to 
assist producers with this year’s weed concerns.  

Our feature is a spotlight on the History of the 
Breton Plots.  This research site has been a part of 
the area since 1929 and has provided insight to the 
Grey Wooded soils.  Let’s look forward to learning a 
bit about the history of the lands that have support-
ed many families and continue to do so today, with 
the knowledge learned at this site.

We look forward to your feedback and questions 
about programs; please contact Brazeau County 
Administration Office at 780-542-7777 to discuss.

Sincerely, 

Lisa Rabel

Agricultural FieldmanAgricultural Service Board Contacts for 
2015-2016:

Allan Goddard
Duane Movald

Anthony Heinrich
Maryann Thompson

Heather Anderson
Charlie Martin

Steve Olynyk
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Agricultural Division – 
Who We Are 

The ongoing activity of Brazeau County Agricultural 
Division is to encourage production, profitability 
and sustainability of the agricultural industry in 
Brazeau County through information and program 
support.

The implementation of agricultural policies and 
the obligations of enforcement are specified under 
various Government of Alberta Acts including:

Agricultural Service Board Act

Agricultural Pests Act

Soil Conservation Act

Weed Control Act

 

Direction is provided by the Brazeau County 
Agricultural Service Board on the development of 
programs. 

Staff Contacts 

Lisa Rabel 
Agricultural Fieldman   
lrabel@brazeau.ab.ca

Tara McGinn 
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman   
tmcginn@brazeau.ab.ca

Barbara Chenier 
Community Services Administrative Assistant  
bchenier@brazeau.ab.ca

Or contact the Brazeau County  
Administration office:

Box 77  
7401 Twp Rd 494 
Drayton Valley Ab  
T7A 1R1 
tel: 780-542-7777 
fax: 780-542-7770 
www.brazeau.ab.ca

Join Us at the Breton 
Plots Field Day! 
July 30, 2015
 
10:00am - 4:00 pm
48th street, Breton, Ab
 
PROGRAM:

Welcome Remarks

Research Presentation

Celebration & Recognition of Breton 
Plots Donors

Lunch

Field Tours

Return to Community Hall

RSVP to: 
miles.dyck@ualberta.ca 
or online at:
www.breton-plots-field-day.eventbrite.ca
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BRETON PLOTS
THE PAST  

THE PRESENT
THE FUTURE
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E
very innovation in agriculture depends on 
one fundamental element: soil. Healthy soil 
is the basis for growing crops, and feeding 
animals, and different components of soil 
affect the wider ecosystem. Around the 
world, there are regions with nutritious soil, 
full of organic matter, where plants thrive. In 
other regions, soil is not optimal for growing: 

it may not drain well, it may be deficient in nutrients, and 
its structure may mean that air, water and nutrients don’t 
move through the land as well as they should.

In the late 1920s and early 1930s, farmers in the south-
ern areas of the Canadian prairies were devastated by a 
severe, multi-year drought. “Drought refugees” moved 
into the northwestern regions of Alberta during the Great 
Depression, desperate for productive farmland in order to 
survive. Unfortunately, the Grey Luvosilic soils that they 
tried to work were almost totally unproductive. Farm-
ers were unable to make a living and often considered 
abandoning their farms.  In the 1920s, visionary scientists 
from the University of Alberta’s Department of Soil Science 
understood that finding new ways to improve Grey Luvi-
solic soils would allow farmers to continue growing crops 
in difficult regions, and that the lessons learned could be 
applied to other regions where soil was not optimal.   The 
Breton Plots were set up to conduct long-term agricultural 
experiments in order to determine crop selection and soil 
management practices that would allow farmers to grow 
crops successfully on Grey Luvisolic soils, making the 
region more productive for farmers.

Beginning in 1929, University of Alberta scientists estab-
lished test plots in the Breton area to determine which 
nutrients were deficient in Grey Luvosilic soils, and to 
see how the use of fertilizer could help. Over the years, 
researchers looked at the nitrogen, sulphur and phospho-
rus content of the soils, as well as the pH balance, and 
experimented with different applications of fertilizer and 
different rotations of crops. By the beginning of World War 
II they had already found a number of practical ways for 
farmers in the region to improve their success, and make a 
living from the land.  

University of Alberta scientists experimenting at the Breton 
Plots revolutionized farming in these regions, and their 
work was key to farmers remaining in the area. They 
quickly learned that sulphur was a crucial nutrient and 
that adding a sulphur fertilizer to the soil led to better 
quantity and quality of grain crops. They also found that 
rotating wheat with legumes increased the yields.  Bread 
baked from wheat grown on the treated soil was superior, 
and the protein content of legume hay was higher, leading 
to increased feed efficiency. Researchers determined that 
the proportion of essential amino acids in grain crops (and 
thus the overall nutritive value) could be affected by fer-
tilizer treatments, and by crop rotation cycles. Continued 
experiments found even more fertilizer combinations and 
rotation patterns that were appropriate for the conditions 
and improved productivity, and investigated exactly how 
fertilizer elements moved through the soil and into plants.
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Research results were shared with the community immedi-
ately, via CKUA radio talks (from the 1920s to 1940s), regular 
Field Days when farmers could visit the experimental plots, 
a widely-circulated bulletin entitled Grey Wooded Soils and 
Their Management, and through district agriculturalists: trained 
provincial employees who provided farmers with up-to-date 
information on conditions and best practices.  Although chemi-
cal fertilizers had been considered “hocus pocus” before World 
War II, farmers in the region adopted the management tech-
niques promoted by Dr. Wyatt, a founder of the Breton Plots.  

In a book called The Ladder of Time, a history of the Breton 
district, a contributor wrote that “It would not be right for the 
Breton History Book to be published without a mention of the 
Breton Experimental Plots in some part. These plots could be 
said to be responsible for many of the histories recorded in this 
book: for without them, it is very doubtful if all those writing 
histories would still be in this “grey wooded soils” area to carry 
on a farming operation.”

Previous page: 
F. A. Wyatt and Dr. E Kneen 
demonstrate results at the Breton 
Plots in a photo dated 1930. 
(photo: University of Alberta Archive)

The work continues to this day with 
this years crops stretching out in the 
morning sun. 
(photo: morpho-creative.com)

This Page: 
Anion and Cation absorbing plant 
root simulator probes peak out from 
between rows.  
(photo: morpho-creative.com)

Ben Flesher green manuring using 
horse team and plow  
(photo: University of Alberta Archive)

Students installing Plant Root 
Simulator probes  
(photo: University of Alberta Archives)
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“Eighty-five years after the inception of the Breton Plots, 
people in the region continue to farm, export crops, and 
contribute to economic activity across Alberta and Canada.  
In a province with such an emphasis on the energy indus-
try, agricultural productivity provides an important way to 
keep the economy diversified.  Soils and crops are just the 
beginning of a longer value chain benefitting the province.   
The Government of Alberta’s most recent Rural Economic 

Development Action Plan notes that rural Alberta leaves a $77 billion 
economic footprint. According to a 2012 Conference Board of Canada 
report, agriculture will continue to grow in rural Alberta over the next 
25 years. The Breton Plots will provide many of the scientific advances 
leading to this predicted growth.

Research from the Breton Plots has been internationally recognized.  Ac-
ademics around the world, as well as institutions such as the Rockefeller 
Foundation, and the Food and Agriculture Organization, have been inter-
ested in the Breton Plots. The research published by scientists working at 
the Breton Plots has been cited widely by soil scientists internationally.  
Researchers who trained at the Breton Plots have gone on to do import-
ant environmental and soil science around the world, allowing many 
of the lessons on the management of Grey Luvosilic soils to be applied 
in many regions with poor soil quality.  Dr. Fred Bentley, for example, 
conducted much of his research at the Breton Plots.  He later became 
renowned for his work on agriculture in developing countries, working 
on development assistance activities in Sri Lanka, Thailand and India, 
and consulting for organizations such as the World Bank and the United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID). He served as a 
Special Advisor for Agriculture to the Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency (CIDA), a member of the Board of Governors for the Inter-
national Development Research Centre (IDRC), as Chair of the Interna-
tional Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) for ten 
years, and as Chair of the Board of Trustees for the International Board of 
Soil Research and Management (IBSRAM) headquartered in Bangkok.

Researchers continue to attract funding for ongoing research at the 
Breton Plots, particularly in connection to carbon sequestration, nitrous 
oxide emissions, water issues, and climate change adaptation.  Many of 
the research questions being asked will help fill critical knowledge gaps 
identified by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)’s Global Soil 
Partnership, which are needed to address the challenges of food, water 
availability and quality, and climate change adaptation and mitigation. 
With projected climate change it is likely that more of the Grey Luvisolic 
soils will come under cultivation and there will be expansions of agri-
culture further north in Alberta and other parts of Canada. The continued 
work done at the Breton Plots will continue to help direct farmers in the 
management of these soils.   

If you would like to learn more about the Breton Plots, please contact 
Miles Dyck, Associate Professor with the Department of Renewable Re-
sources at the University of Alberta at miles.dyck@ualberta.ca 

Research from the Breton Plots has been internation-
ally recognized.  Academics around the world, as well 
as institutions such as the Rockefeller Foundation, 
and the Food and Agriculture Organization, have 
been interested in the Breton Plots.

mailto:mdyck@ualberta.ca
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In a trial with Agriculture Canada, cylin-
ders containing radioisotopes measure 

carbon decay.  
(photo: morpho-creative.com)

Students soil sampling to determine nitrogen 
use efficiency. 

(photo: University of Alberta Archives)

Weather data is gathered on-site, adding to 
the bigger picture. 

(photo: morpho-creative.com)
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Flowering Rush (Butomus umbellatus)
Designation: Prohibited Noxious
Identification: Leaves- Erect or floating leaves, opposite with smooth edges, 
triangular cross section, and twisted ends.
Flowers- Three purplish brown bracts. Umbrella-shaped clusters of pink to 
white flowers with 3 petals.
Control: Mechanical- Cutting below the water surface can suppress plants 
but will need to be repeated. Hand digging is feasible with small infesta-
tions but care must be taken to remove all parts of the plant.
Instead Try: Baby Joe Pye, or Siberian Iris

Yellow Clematis (Clematis tangutica)
Designation: Noxious
Identification: Leaves- Tips are pointed and edges are coarsely toothed, 
and slightly hairy on the underside.
Flowers-  Yellow, 4 petal, bell shaped
Control: Chemical- Some herbicides are effective at controlling Yellow 
Clematis when applied to actively growing plants up to the flowering stage.
Mechanical- Hand pulling before flowering stage.
Instead Try: Honeybelle Honeysuckle, Western White Clematis, or Japa-
nese Lantern

Horticultural Weeds to Avoid in Brazeau County

Many of the weed species listed in the Alberta Weed Control Act affect pasture 
and crop land production.  But an interesting thing to note is the amount 
of horticulture plants also classified as weeds in Alberta.  Be weed wise 
when using horticulture plants in your gardens and landscaping, and learn 

what these invasive plants look like.  If you have any questions or concerns that you 
may have one or more of these species and need assistance identifying them, please 
call the Agricultural Services Division at 780-542-7777.

Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifetra)
Designation: Prohibited Noxious
Identification: Leaves- Lance shaped or elliptic with pointed tips and 
rounded bases. Opposite and sharp serrated edges.
Flowers- Shades of pink through purple, occasionally white, 5 petal flow-
ers that are bilaterally symmetric resembling a British policeman`s helmet.
Control: Mechanical- mowing repeatedly or hand picking and bagging in 
riparian areas.
Instead Try: Husker`s Red Beard-Tongue, Gas Plant, or Pink Sensation 
Monkshood
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Dames Rocket (Hesperis matronalis)
Designation: Noxious
Identification: Leaves- Dark green, alternate and lance-shaped with hairs 
on both sides, and serrated edges.
Flowers- Can be white, lavender-pink or purple with four petals. Flowers 
are borne in loose clusters at tops of stems.
Control: Mechanical- Deadheading, or repeated hand pulling, and burning.
Instead Try: David`s Lavender Garden Phlox, Purple Smoke Baptisia, or 
Southcombe Double Cranesbill

Common Baby’s Breath (Gypsophila paniculata)
Designation: Noxious
Identification: Leaves- Grow from the nodes, are opposite, and lance 
shaped. They can be smooth or slightly hairy and occur mainly on the 
upper parts of stems.
Flowers- Are white (rarely light pink), and have 5 petals. Numerous flowers 
are borne on short stalks in highly branched inflorescences.
Control: Chemical- Currently no selective herbicides are regulated for use 
on Common Baby`s Breath.
Mechanical- Mowing can prevent seed production but is not an effective 
control method as plants will re-sprout. 
Instead Try: German Statice, Sea Lavender, or Fillgran Russian Sage

Creeping Bellflower (Campanula rapunculoides)
Designation: Noxious
Identification: Leaves- Alternately arranged on the stem, heart-shaped, 
jagged edges.
Flowers- Nodding light purple bell-shaped flowers composed of 5 united 
sepals, 5 united petals.
Control: Mechanical- Handpicking or pulling and bagging pre-bloom, or 
digging out root systems.
Instead Try: Wild Blue Flax, Smooth Blue Penstemon, or Blue Mirror 
Delphinium

Yellow Flag Iris (Iris pseudacorus)
Designation: Prohibited Noxious (toxic to horses, cattle, sheep, goats, 
and humans)
Identification: Leaves- Long, linear, dark green. Leaves emerge from ground 
in fan like arrangements. Smoothed edged, flattened basal leaves, sword-
like with pointed tip, and erect.
Flowers- Large pale to deep yellow flowers have 3 downward- and 3 
upward-pointing petals some with light-brown to purple veins or flecks.
Control: Mechanical- Pulling/cutting repeatedly, digging (be careful to 
remove all plant debris), and deadheading.
Instead Try: Harlequin Blue Flag Iris, Beach-head Iris, or Siberian Iris
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Yellow Toadflax (Linaria vulgaris)
Designation: Noxious
Identification: Leaves- Numerous, alternate, pale green to gray-green, 
individually connected to stem, long and narrow, with smooth edges and 
slightly rubbery to touch.
Flowers-  Yellow, snapdragon-like flowers with orange throat, long with 
downward spur/tail, on short stalks in dense clusters at tops of stems.
Control: Mechanical- Hand pulling and bagging, and mowing.
Chemical- Several herbicides can be effective on yellow toadflax when 
applied properly in mid August.*
Instead Try: Fine-leaved Goldenrod, Annual Snapdragon, or Mountain 
Goldenbanner

Common Tansy (Tanacetum vulgare)
Designation: Noxious (Toxic to horses, cattle and humans.)
Identification: Leaves- Alternate, deeply divided into numerous narrow, 
individual leaflets with toothed edges.
Flowers- Yellow, numerous, and button-like, occurring in dense, flat-topped 
clusters at the tops of the stems.
Control: Mechanical- Regular mowing, hand cutting or hand-pulling.
Chemical- Several herbicides can be effective on tansy when applied 
properly.*
Instead Try: Tall Coneflower, Summer Sunflower, or Flat-top Goldentop

White Cockle (Lychnis alba)
Designation: Noxious
Identification: Leaves- Opposite, hairy, and lance or slightly oval-shaped 
with pointed tips.
Flowers- Numerous, fragrant and arranged in spreading clusters. White 
or pinkish in color with 5 notched petals. Sticky, tubular calyx surrounds 
flower’s base.
Control: Mechanical- Frequent mowing, hand pulling.
Chemical- White cockle shows resistance to a number of herbicides. Early 
spring applications offer some management.*
Instead Try: Lily of the Valley

Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare)
Designation: Noxious
Identification: Leaves- Basal, lower leaves are lance-shaped with toothed 
margins. Upper leaves are alternate, narrow, and stalkless with wavy margins.
Flowers-  Born singly at the end of the stem with 20-30 white petals radi-
ating from yellow centers. Petals are slightly notched at the tip.
Control: Mechanical- Repeated mowing, hand pulling or digging before 
flowering.
Chemical- Several herbicides are effective at controlling Oxeye when 
applied to actively growing plants up to the flowering stage.*
Instead Try: White Apline Aster, White Opal Aster, or White Pavement Rose
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IN ORDER TO AVOID THE CHANCE 
OF HORTICULTURAL WEED 
INFESTATIONS ON YOUR PROPERTY 
OR IN YOUR FLOWERBEDS 
AVOID ALL “WILDFLOWER”  
SEED MIXES. 
INSTEAD, TRY INDIVIDUAL SEED PACKAGES 
CONTAINING NON-WEED VARIETIES.

Bighead Knapweed (Centaurea macrocephala)
Designation: Prohibited Noxious
Identification: Leaves- Broad, lance shaped leaves, pointed tips, rough, 
hairy, large.
Flowers-  Large, single, showy yellow flowers, fringed bracts below the 
flowers.
Control: Mechanical- Repeated mowing will suppress seed production, 
repeated cultivation, where suitable. Small patches can be hand pulled or 
dug out but the entire taproot must be removed to prevent re-sprouting.
Grazing- Cattle will consume bighead knapweed but should not be con-
sidered an effective control method.
Instead Try: Giant Yellow Scabious, Blanket Flower, Goldensturm Cone-
flower, Black-eyed Susan

Common Mullein (Verbascum thapsus)
Designation: Noxious
Identification: Leaves- Large gray-green rosette woolly leaves that are 
oppositely arranged on stem. Larger leaves at the base of the plant, smaller 
towards top.
Flowers-  Dense spike, yellow flowers with 5 petals.
Control: Mechanical- Repeated mowing, and tillage.
Chemical- Several herbicides are effective at controlling Common Mul-
lein when applied to actively growing plants up to the flowering stage.*
Instead Try: Lambs Ear

* Always be sure to check product labels to ensure the herbicide is registered for use on target plant and follow label for the indicated application rate.  
Consult your local Agricultural Fieldman or Certified Pesticide Dispenser for more information.

Beware!
Wildf owerSeeD MIX

A random sample of flowering weeds 

guaranteed to make your life difficult!

Wildf 
ower

SeeD MIX

A random sample of flowering weeds 

guaranteed to make your life
 difficult!

Wildf ower
SeeD MIX

A random sample of flowering weeds 

guaranteed to make your life difficult!
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What’s the 

difference?
Once the weed inspector has identified an infestation, they will use MuniSight AG to 
write up a Weed Inspection Report or Weed Notice, which will then be sent to land-
owner and/or occupant of the property with the infestation.  Because there has been 
some confusion around the difference of these documents, we have included both 
reports that could be sent to the landowners of Brazeau County and we have highlighted 
some of the main differences.

Weed InspectIon RepoRt  
& Weed InspectoR notIce 

Brazeau County
Weed Inspection Report

Case#:
Owner Name:
Owner Phone #:
Occupant Name:
Occupant Phone #:
Case Status:
Inspection Zone:
Roll:
Long Legal:
Short Legal:
Site Type:
Crop Type:
Contacted Owner:
Owner Intentions:
Next Action:
Next Action Deadline:
Weed Notice Date:
Case Pictures:
Parcel Area:
Parcel Area Infested:

123456-78
John P. Smith
780-5551234

Active
Brazeau County
1234567

Garden / Yard

Reinspect
23/08/2015

10 Acres
1.61% (approx)

Weed Control Act
(Section 13)Inspector’s Notice

To:            JOHN P. SMITH

Address:   BOX 555 ANYTOWN ALBERTA 

YOU ARE HEREBY DIRECTED TO:

❑  DESTROY THE PROHIBITED NOXIOUS WEEDS         ❑  CONTROL THE NOXIOUS WEEDS

WHICH ARE INFESTING THE PROPERTY:

    ❑  MUNICIPALLY KNOWN AS:

Lot(s)             Block              Plan

OR DESCRIBED AS  1/4 OF SECTION

TOWNSHIP   RANGE

WEST OF THE  MERIDIAN

ROLL # 

A Weed Inspection Report is not 
a legal document but will provide 
the landowner with information 
about the weed(s) present on the 
property. Each report will be accom-
panied with a letter which indicates 
different ways to control or eradicate 
the weed(s), the date a re-inspection 
will be completed and contact infor-
mation for your weed inspector. 

An Inspector’s Weed Notice 
is a legal document that can be 
enforced if action is not taken by the 
given expiration date. Notices are 
given out due to either:  
1) Prohibited Noxious weeds have 
been identified on your property and 
require immediate action, or 2) Noti-
fication by way of a Weed Inspection 
Report has been sent, but no action 
has been taken, thereby prompting 
the weed inspector to issue a Notice. 
In a case of non-compliance, legal 
action may be initiated and arrange-
ments will be made to commence 
enforcement work. The weeds will 
be controlled through municipal 
resources or a contractor hired and 
paid for by the County. All incurred 
costs will be recovered by applying 
to the tax roll of the property to be 
paid by the landowner.
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Late blight is one of the most serious diseases of pota-
toes and tomatoes worldwide, resulting in significant 
yield and quality losses annually. In general, in Alberta, 
Late blight occurs infrequently, but can have devastating 
impacts in the years when it reaches epidemic levels.

The primary hosts of Late blight are potatoes and 
tomatoes; however, other related plants can also be 
affected. These include eggplants, peppers, petunias and 
Solanaceous weeds, such as nightshade species and wild 
tomato. While some varieties of these crops are less 
susceptible than others, NONE is immune. 

Symptoms of Late Blight include:

• Dark, water-soaked lesions (spots)

• Lesions are not contained by leaf veins

• Lesions may have a yellow edge

• Lesions become brown and brittle within a couple of days

• Disease develops rapidly under warm and wet/humid 
conditions

• Plant foliage may die back rapidly

• Tomato fruit and potato tuber rot may have 
reddish-brown lesions

• Rot can penetrate the skins of tomato fruit and tubers- 
causes rot and discolouration of internal flesh

How the disease spreads:
• ONLY overwinters and survives on LIVING plant tissues 

(seed potatoes, volunteer potato cull piles, living plants, 
etc)

• Spreads by spores between plants in fields by rain or water 
splash or short distances in soil water

• Spores may be carried long distances (100+ km) on wind 
or in storm fronts

• Disease may spread from diseased to healthy tomato fruit 
and potato tubers in storage and between potato seed 
pieces. 

How to prevent and manage  
this disease:
• Avoid introducing the disease- only plant healthy potato 

tubers and tomato transplants

• Scout for infection early, regularly and thoroughly

• Rigorously cull out all infected or suspect material

• Do not leave infected plant material in the open- bag, bury 
or compost (covered) or freeze all infected material

• Top kill or remove tops of infected potatoes to reduce risk 
of spread to tubers

• At the end of the season, allow 2-3 weeks between top 
killing/plant die down and tuber harvest, to enable plant 
material to die down and reduce the risk of spore transfer 
to tubers during harvest

For more information on the management of late blight,  
visit www.agriculutre.alberta.ca – FAQs.

*Late Blight of Potatoes and 
Tomatoes – Frequently 

Asked Questions.  www.
agriculture.alberta.ca 

Late Blight of  
Potatoes & Tomatoes 

http://www.agriculutre.alberta.ca
http://www.agriculture.alberta.ca
http://www.agriculture.alberta.ca


100 Year 
Farm FamilY 
award
The Agricultural Service 
Board is in the process of 
creating a policy to recognize 
the farm families who have 
owned and operated the 
same land in Brazeau County 
for 100 years or longer.  In 
an effort to see how many 
families could potentially 
qualify for this award, 
Agricultural Services Staff is 
asking that you please contact 
us at 780-542-7777 to let us 
know:

a) Family name

b) What year you will be/
have reached the 100 
years in operation

The land must be continuous-
ly owned by the same family, 
having controlling interest of 
the land.  This information 
will assist the ASB with plan-
ning for next year’s budget.

Hawkweed Spraying 
Program 
In 2013, the Hawkweed 
Spraying program was 
developed to combat this 
aggressive Prohibited Noxious 
weed. If you have received 
a weed report identifying 
Yellow Hawkweed, Orange 
Hawkweed or Mouse-ear 
Hawkweed, you qualify to 
have 5 acres treated with 
a selective herbicide by 
Agricultural Services Division 
staff. This is at no charge as 
we are working diligently 
to eradicate all Hawkweeds 
present in Brazeau County. 
Please contact the office for 
an agreement and an appoint-
ment will be made with you 
to assess the equipment and 
herbicide best suited for your 
situation. 

Fence Line Spraying 
Landowner’s facing the 
challenge of trying to control 
vegetation in their fence line 
have another option! The Ag-
ricultural Division will spray 
1 meter into landowner’s 
properties at no extra charge, 
targeting Prohibited Noxious 
and/or Noxious weeds or 
brush. The fence line must be 
adjacent to a County roadway 
and vegetation no taller than 
2 meters in height. Please 
contact the office for an 
agreement and an appoint-
ment will be made with you 
to assess the equipment and 
herbicide best suited for your 
fence line.  

Program 

Info
Herbicide Rebate Program 
Brazeau County wants to encourage ratepayers to 
control and eliminate infestations of noxious/prohibited 
noxious weeds and is therefore offering ratepay-
ers with Tall Buttercup, Oxeye Daisy,  Wild 
Caraway,  and/or Orange, Yellow, 
or Mouse-eared  Hawkweed 
infestations a 20%  rebate with the 
purchase and application of either 
Grazon or Restore supplied from a 
Certified Pesticide Dispenser.

If you would like further details re-
garding this rebate program, please 
contact us at 780-542-7777.

Roadside Vegetation Management Program 
Roadside spraying is carried out throughout the County annu-
ally to ensure public safety. The goal is to keep rural roadsides 
free of Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds and brush less 
than two meters in height. Approximately half of the County is 
covered for brush and weed control annually, 500-700 miles 
linearly. Agricultural Division will be applying herbicide to 
roadsides within the county starting in May and continue until 
September. Spot and broadcast herbicide applications and 
other integrated management practices will be used. 

Vegetation is controlled along roadways to:

•	 Control weeds

•	 Allow clear sight lines to signs and intersections

•	 Reduce snow accumulation

•	 Promote road drainage and drying

•	 Facilitate snow removal

•	 Ensure that wildlife grazing at the roadside or preparing 
to cross the roadway are clearly visible to motorists.

Roadside mowing operations consist of controlling weeds and 
keep clear sightlines along roadways. The Degelman Liqui-fire 
mower with side-arm mows approximately 15 feet (shoulder 
of road to ditch bottom) of roadside on all County roads. This 
mower cuts grass and applies herbicide at the same time, on a 
yearly basis.  

If you have any questions about the Roadside Vegetation Man-
agement Program, please contact the County Office at (780) 
542-7777.


