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Chairman's Greetings
I took a drive around the county in the last week of May 
and it was gratifying to see that some farmers were 
able to get at their spring seeding.  But, the effects of 
the agricultural disaster which Brazeau County declared 
on November 23, 2016 are still very blatantly apparent.  
Fields that could have been harvested remained unhar-
vested.  Some fields were combined and many crops 
were either rolled up (feed value dramatically depleted) 
or the crop was totally turned under.   Not only has this 
created a huge financial loss for our producers from 
last year’s cropping but it has left them with more over-
whelming challenges which will affect the bottom line for 
the second year in a row; delayed seeding, a reduction 
in seeded acres, long season crops are not viable there-
fore the normal rotations will be switched to short crops. 

It cannot be overstated that the last year’s excessive 
moisture along with the late spring with recent heavy 
rains created the most unfit conditions not only for grain 
producers but livestock producers as well.  With all these 
challenges, our men and women involved in agriculture 
in Brazeau County continue to be committed Stewards 
of the Land and Livestock for which we are all thankful.

On behalf of the Ag Service Board I wish all a very suc-
cessful year.

Sincerely,  

Rick Ennis - Chairperson

Agricultural Fieldman 
Greeting
Here we are, it has been six months since I came to 
Brazeau County and it has been amazing.  I have met 
lots of friendly people in the area and been enjoying 
the landscape.

The agricultural department has all of our summer staff 
trained up and we are ready to tackle our summer pro-
grams.  You can look forward to seeing myself and our 
eight summer staff greeting you as we execute our many 
programs such as roadside spraying and mowing, weed 
inspecting, hawkweed spray program, fence line agree-
ment, roadside seeding, pesticide container collection 
and many more. 

This issue is packed full of useful tips to help you battle 
those costly weeds. You will learn how to identify the 
big problem weeds in Brazeau County and tips on how 
to prevent them from coming on to your property.

We look forward to your feedback and questions about 
programs: please contact Brazeau County Administra-
tive Office at 780-542-7777 to discuss.

Sincerely,  

Sean Allen - Agricultural Fieldman



Agricultural Division 
Who We Are 
The ongoing activity of Brazeau County Agricultural 
Division is to encourage production, profitability and 
sustainability of the agricultural industry in Brazeau 
County through information and program support.

The implementation of agricultural policies and the 
obligations of enforcement are specified under vari-
ous Government of Alberta Acts including:

• Agricultural Service Board Act

• Agricultural Pests Act

• Soil Conservation Act

• Weed Control Act

Direction is provided by the Brazeau County Agricul-
tural Service Board on the development of programs. 

Staff Contacts 

Sean Allen  
Agricultural Fieldman    
sallen@brazeau.ab.ca

Tamara London 
Community Services Administrative Assistant 
tlondon@brazeau.ab.ca

Or contact the Brazeau County Administration office 
at 780-542-7777.

Agricultural Service Board
Rick Ennis • Chairperson / Member-at-large 

MaryAnn Thompson • Vice Chairperson / Councillor

Bart Guyon • Reeve

Anthony Heinrich • Councillor

Duane Movald • Member-at-large

Allan Goddard • Member-at-large

Sara Wheale • Member-at-large

Seed Analysis 
Certificate
Did you know when 
purchasing seed you have 
the right to request the seed 
analysis certificate? Make 
sure to specify that you want 
the weed seed identified. 

With careful inspection of 
this document, you can 
avoid inviting unwanted and 
costly weeds coming onto 
your property. 

There are several weeds that 
are regulated as noxious, 
prohibited noxious or just 
costly to your operation. 

If any of these weeds are 
present on the seed analysis 
certificate a person should 
consider finding a different 
source for their seeds. 



Canada Thistle (Cirsium arvense)
Designation:  Noxious
Thrives in disturbed areas and a wide range of soil types but is not 
tolerant in waterlogged soils or complete shade.

Identification:  Leaves- Lanced-shaped, dark green, shiny on 
the surface and occur alternately, slightly clasping the stem. 
Flowers-  Purple, pink or white flowers form at the end of the stems 
in clusters of one to several. Flower head is urn-shaped and branches 
are spineless.

Control:  Chemical-  Herbicide application in late fall is most 
beneficial. There are a number of herbicides registered for use on 
Canada thistle for both agricultural and range.
Biological- Weevils can be used to suppress Canada thistle.

Wild Caraway (Carum carvi) 
Designation:  Prohibited Noxious
Thrives in hayfields, pastures, roadsides, and disturbed areas.

Identification:  Leaves- Finely divided and resemble carrot 
leaves.
Flowers- Small, white or pinkish in color and form loose umbrella-
like clusters at the top of the stem.

Control:  Mechanical- Hand-pulled with plastic bag placed over 
mature plant before pulling
Chemical- There are a number of herbicides registered for use on 
Wild Caraway for both agricultural and range.

Don't let them take over your property



Scentless Chamomile 
(Tripleurospermum perforatum)
Designation: Noxious
Well adapted to heavy clay soils and tolerates both periodic flooding 
and dry sites. Establishes quickly in disturbed areas.

Identification:  Leaves-  Alternate and very finely divided into 
short segments.
Flowers- Composed of a yellow central disk surrounded by 
white petals.

Control:  Mechanical-  Hand-pulling, bagging and proper disposal.
Chemical- Late fall or early spring application is most effective. 
Several products are registered for use in crop situations.

Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare)
Designation:  Noxious
Grows in wide range of environmental conditions, flourishes in 
nutrient poor soils.

Identification:  Leaves-  Basal, lower leaves are lance-shaped 
with toothed margins. Upper leaves are alternate, narrow, and 
stalkless with wavy margins.
Flowers-  Born singly at the end of the stem with 20-30 white petals 
radiating from yellow centers. Petals are slightly notched at the tip.

Control:  Mechanical-  Repeated mowing, hand pulling or digging 
before flowering.
Chemical- Several herbicides are effective at controlling Oxeye Daisy 
when applied to actively growing plants up to the flowering stage.

Common Tansy (Tanacetum vulgare)
Designation: Noxious
Thrives in full sun and fertile, well-drained soils. Toxic to horses, 
cattle and humans.

Identification:  
Leaves-  Alternate, deeply divided into numerous narrow, individual 
leaflets with toothed edges.
Flowers-  Yellow, numerous, and button-like, occurring in dense, 
flat-topped clusters at the tops of the stems.

Control:  
Mechanical-  Regular mowing, hand cutting or hand-pulling.
Chemical-  There are a number of herbicides registered for use on 
Common Tansy for both agricultural and range.



Orange Hawkweed (Hieracium aurantiacum)
Designation:  Prohibited Noxious
Adapted to a wide range of temperatures and conditions but does 
require well-drained soils.

Identification:  Leaves- Basal, elliptical-shaped, covered 
with bristly hairs.
Flowers- Ray flowers with square edged, notched petals. Orange-
red in color, borne in clusters of 5-30 heads at the ends of the 
stems.
Stems- Covered in bristly hairs and contain milky juice.

Control:  Chemical- Early season application of herbicide. 
There are a number of herbicides registered for use on orange 
hawkweed for both agricultural and range.

Meadow and Mouse-eared 
Hawkweed (Hieracium casespitosum)
Designation:  Prohibited Noxious
Thrives in well-drained coarse textured soils, in full sun but can 
tolerate partial shade. Strong post-fire invader.

Identification:  Leaves- Narrow to broadly elliptic to ovate, 
mostly basal. Hairy with margins entirely or minutely toothed.
Flowers- Yellow ray flowers for both hawkweed plants; however 
mouse-eared hawkweed has only a single flower, whereas, 
meadow hawkweed has few to many flowers in compact flat to 
round clusters.
Stems- Covered in bristly hairs and contain milky juice.

Control:  Chemical- Consult your local Agricultural Fieldman 
or Certified Pesticide Dispenser for more information.

Perennial Sow Thistle 
(sonchus arvensis)
Designation: Noxious
Adapted to a wide range of conditions but does best in moist, 
fertile soils with full sunlight.

Identification:  Leaves- Alternate and waxy, with weakly 
prickled edges with viable shape.
Flowers- Small, yellow and dandelion-like, grouped in loose 
clusters at the end of the stems. Bracts of the flower are often 
covered with sticky hairs.

Control:  Mechanical-  Mowing and hand-pulling of seedlings.
Chemical-  There are a number of herbicides registered for use 
on Perennial Sow Thistle for both agricultural and range.



Horticultural Weeds to Avoid in Brazeau County
Many of the weed species listed in the Alberta Weed Control Act affect pasture and crop land production.  But an 
interesting thing to note is the amount of horticulture plants also classified as weeds in Alberta.  Be weed wise 
when using horticulture plants in your gardens and landscaping, and learn what these invasive plants look like.  If 
you have any questions or concerns that you may have one or more of these species and need assistance identify-
ing them, please call the Agricultural Services Division at 780-542-7777.

Tall Buttercup (Ranunculus acris)
Designation:  Noxious
Found in moist well-drained humus soils but can survive 
coarse, gravelly soils given sufficient moisture. Toxic to horses, 
cattle, sheep, and goats.

Identification:  Leaves- Hairy, deeply lobed (nearly to the 
base) into 3-5 segment with each segment lobed again.
Flowers- Glossy yellow flowers in clusters, up to 3cm diameter.

Control:  Mechanical-  Hand pulling, bagging and proper disposal.
Chemical- There are a number of herbicides registered for use 
on tall buttercup for both agricultural and range. 

Yellow Toadflax -   1

Common Tansy -   2

White Cockle -   3

Bighead Knapweed -   4

Common Mullein -   5

Dames Rocket -   6

Common Baby’s Breath -   7

Creeping Bellflower -   8

Yellow Flag Iris -   9

Yellow Clematis -  10

Flowering Rush -  11

Himalayan Balsam - 12

1 5 9

2 6 10

3 7 11

4 8 12



FROM 
weevils TO 
workshops



FROM 
weevils TO 
workshops WCFA is a non-profit agricultural organization.

Since 1978, WCFA has served the needs of forage 
and livestock producers in the region by demon-
strating new agricultural technology and pro-
duction practices through extension activities, 
applied research/demonstration, and knowledge 
sharing. The results obtained from research plots 
and demonstrations, along with current issues 
of agricultural significance, are shared with pro-
ducers through meetings, training seminars, field 
tours, the monthly newsletter “Forage Views,” 
social media updates and the WCFA website. 

Members are entitled to:
• Reduced rates for special WCFA seminars, 

tours & extension events; 

• Reduced price for Biological Control Agents 
for Canada thistle;

• Subscription to the monthly Forage Views 
newsletter;

• An opportunity to support agriculture 
innovation and research; 

• Access to the WCFA library;

• Access to WCFA equipment available for 
rent (includes: soil probes, forage probes, 
pneumatic fence stapler, RFID scanner, calf 
scale, Gallagher weigh scale system, wire 
roller); 

• Forage and soil tests at discounted rates; and

West-Central 
Forage Association 

Join your neighbours 
and stay connected 

• Access to Medical and dental benefit 
plan. Benefits include: Extended Health, 
Vision Care, Travel Medical, Dental Care, 
Second Opinion, Disability Management 
Services, Critical Illness, Accidental Death 
& Dismemberment and more.

Services provided: 
• Forage & soil testing; 

• Environmental Farm Plan Assistance;

• Growing Forward Application Assistance; 

• Cowbytes Ration Balancing; 

• Age-Verification Assistance; 

• Biological Control Agent Program for 
Canada Thistle; 

• Extension Programming/Technology & 
Information Transfer; 

• Research & Demonstration 

General Manager Melissa Freeman and 
Conservation Agriculture & Extension 

Program Manager Jessica Watson are 
passionate about keeping local forage and 

livestock producers connected with the 
latest information.



A little help 
from your creepy 
crawly friends

What happens if they run 
out of thistle? Will they 
become invasive?

Sorry, but it is unlikely that they will eat them-
selves entirely out of “house and home.” Your 
weeds will unlikely be fully eradicated, even in 
the most successful cases of biological control, 
there are always a few plants that do not suc-
cumb. This is actually a good thing as it allows 
the bugs to sustain themselves in years of low 
weed density so you will not lose your invest-
ment. Once they have exhausted a thistle patch 
they will migrate in search of an additional food 
source.  These agents restrict their feeding very 
specifically to the Canada thistle, thus there is 
no concern about them becoming invasive or 
damaging economically important crops. 

For more information on 
the biological control agent 
program contact: 

Jessica Watson,  
Conservation Agriculture Program Manager 

West-Central Forage Association,  
Stewardship Alliance for  
Conservation Agriculture 

Office Phone: 780-727-4424 
conservationag@westcentralforage.com

What are stem-mining weevils? 

Canada thistle stem-mining weevils (Hadroplon-
tus litura) are biological control agents that will 
help control Canada thistle. These agents occur 
naturally in Europe and were first introduced 
to Canada as a biological control agent in 1965. 

How do they work? 

Eggs are laid in the mid vein of rosette leaves in 
early spring, and will hatch in about 5-9 days. 
The larvae internally mine the stem of the this-
tle plant as it elongates during the summer, 
consuming plant tissue. Fully developed larvae 
exit the plant at the root and pupate in the soil, 
leaving exit holes, which may allow for microor-
ganisms to enter the stem and have additional 
adverse effects on the plant.  They emerge in 
adult form in late summer to feed on thistle 
leaves prior to winter (this is the time they are 
collected for us in Montana, and when new 
releases occur). The adults spend winter in the 
soil, and will emerge to attack the thistle again 
the following year. 

How quickly will they work?

Even in the most successful cases they will 
not be a quick fix for your thistle problem. 
However, once they establish themselves and 
“catch-up” with the weeds they will be a per-
manent, self-perpetuating, cost-effective con-
trol tactic. They will expand/spread over time, 
but this happens extremely slowly (field stud-
ies indicate a spread of about 90 metres in six 
years; this varies regionally). Patience is key, you 
may not notice a difference right away, but that 
does not mean that the weevils are not work-
ing, they just need time to “build their army” so 
they can go to work on the thistle population. 



	
	

WCFA Membership Application 
Date:___________________________	

First	Name:	______________________	 	 Last	Name:_________________________	

Business	Name:	_______________________________________________________________	

Address:	_____________________________________________________________________	

Home	Phone:	______________________	 Cell	Phone:	_______________________________	

Email:	_______________________________________________________________________	

	

What	type	of	operation(s)	are	you	running?	(Circle	those	that	apply)	

Livestock:	____________________________			Cow/calf	 	Sheep		Feedlot				Backgrounding	

Forage:	______________________________Pasture			Hay	 Silage		 Other	_______________	

Grain:	_______________________________Barley		Oats			Wheat	 Other	_______________	

Other:	____________________________________________________________________	

	

What	type	of	membership?	

_____	Active	Membership	 	 	 $30	yearly,	per	farm	unit,	$45	to	mail	Newsletter	

_____	Associate	Membership		 	 contact	office	for	more	information	

	

ü How	would	you	prefer	to	receive	your	newsletter?		 ______	Mail	 ______	Email	
ü Can	we	add	your	email	address	to	our	event	notice	list?______	Yes	 ______	No	
ü Can	we	text	you	our	events	and	other	important	information?		______	Yes	______No	

	

Please	mail	to	West-Central	Forage	Association	at:	
Box	360	

Evansburg	AB.	
T0E	0T0	

	
According	to	the	Personal	Information	Protection	Act	(PIPA),	no	membership	information	collected	for	use	by	
WCFA	will	be	sold	or	distributed	at	any	time.		



weeds will pose on farmers and surrounding areas. The 
expense to control theses weeds will be significantly 
lower if the weeds are taken care of sooner. 

The control of weeds can be simple if a proactive approach 
is taken and educating one’s self on the local weeds in 
one’s municipality and how to control them. Some weeds 
can be controlled by mowing in the budding stages, 
whereas other plants are not likely to be controlled by 
mowing and must be treated. Always be mindful of your 
weeds and help keep your neighborhood clean.

Written by Kendra Boles and Renae Efird

Acreages are a great investment for individuals but in 
reality, un-kept weed controlled acreages can have a 
large impact on their neighboring farmers. Prohibited 
and noxious weeds have a negative effect on farmers’ 
production and can be harmful to livestock. 

Many weeds in Alberta are invasive and can take over 
large areas of land quickly. These effects take away food 
and nutrients for livestock along with posing serious 
health threats for livestock such as cattle. Weeds can 
also choke out pasture crops and food such as grasses 
for animals. Invasive plants can act as a host for new or 
existing crop diseases and crop pests, resulting in a lower 
crop production. Weeds can also pose a threat to the soil 
by impacting beneficial soil organisms and changing soil 
chemistry, hindering the growth of crops. In the end, pro-
hibited noxious and noxious weeds pose a threat to the 
land, livestock, agriculture and livestock’s food. 

Maintaining noxious and prohibited noxious weeds in 
the early life cycle stages is beneficial for all, the sooner 
an infestation is controlled or treated the less risk these 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) 
estimates that in the Prairie provinces, canola 
yield losses and treatment for Canada thistle   
cost an estimated $320 million per year.

A few weeds at the far end of your acreage might not seem like a big 
deal. For the farm operation on the other side of the fence though, 
weeds spreading from your acreage to their farm make an already 
difficult job even harder. 

live on an acreage?
keep your weeds under control

your farming neighbours will thank you 



Brazeau County has partnered with West 
Central Forage Association (WCFA) and Uni-
versity of Alberta to perform hemp trials 
within the County borders. The two trials 
will be taking place on the east and west 
side of the County.  These trials aim to dis-
cover the viability of growing hemp in the 
County and to determine yield potentials 
for both seed and fiber using different seed 
varieties, planting methods and different 
harvest dates.

Near the end of August WCFA will be plan-
ning a tour of the hemp trials and other 
hemp-related activities.  Keep an eye on 
the Brazeau County website and WCFA web-
site later this summer for more information.       

Same Plot
New Crop



Wildflower Seed Mixes
A helping hand for suffering Bee populations? 

...or a little packet of headaches?



A study at the University of Washington 
sampled a variety of commercially available 
wildflower seed mixes and found all of them 
contained invasive and noxious weeds.

Fear not though, there is a rainbow of non-
invasive and non-noxious wildflowers you 
can safely sow in your garden to help your 
local bees and brighten up your garden.
This is just a small list of the options 
available to you:

• Purple Smoke Baptisia
• Blazing Star
• Cardinal Flower
• Tall Coneflower
• Northern Iris
• Honeybelle Honeysuckle
• Blue Eyed Grass
• Globeflower
• Prairie Coneflower

The BUZZ on Bees 
Roughly 300 species of bees are native to 
Alberta.

One out of every three bites of food we take 
is thanks to the pollinating efforts of bees.

You can do your part to keep bee 
populations thriving by adding native plants 
to your yard, reduce use of herbicides and 
pesticides in your backyard when possible 
and by buying honey from a local producer.

Contact us for even more suggestions 
and contact information for organizations 
specializing in native plants.

As concern grows for the declining bee 
population, tons of organizations are 
contributing ideas to help the conser-
vation effort. Some ideas are undoubt-

edly better than others, and it’s important that con-
cerned citizens do their research before choosing a 
method to help our disappearing pollinators. One 
particularly concerning method that is becoming 
popular is the distribution of ‘wild flowers.’ While 
this seems like a cheap and easy way to provide the 
pollen sources that bees need to survive, there are 
a number of reasons why this is not a good option 
for conservation efforts:

• There is no way of knowing what is actually 
in these mixes most of the time. If there is no 
‘ingredient’ list, so to speak, on the back of the 
packet, there is no way of knowing what you are 
getting when you buy these packets. 

• Some or all of the included species may not be 
native, or may even be invasive. Seed packets 
may be distributed from another country, or 
from a source without tight regulations on the 
types of seeds being produced, and therefore 
some of the ‘wildflowers’ that you are plant-
ing may in fact be harmful and potentially ille-
gal weeds that are expensive to remove after 
they’ve been established.

• Scattering seeds promotes uncontrolled spread 
of the flowers in the mix. When planting in an 
enclosed garden, you have some control over 
where plants will go and can limit their spread 
to some degree. However, when scattering wild-
flower seeds, much of that control is lost as wind, 
rain and wildlife can cause the seeds to move 
from where they were placed. This is especially 
concerning if the mix contains invasive species!

Planting flowers is a great way to contribute to pol-
linator conservation, but you should always make 
sure you know what is in your seed mixture before 
planting it to prevent a world of trouble when the 
flowers begin to grow!

Written by Megan Bouwmeester



Cattle Squeeze
Corral Panels
Bale Scale
Cattle Scale
Cattle Scale
Loading Chute
Tipping Tables (left/right)

Brillion Seeder
Hand Grass Seeder
Soil Sampler
Feed Probe
Bran Bait Applicator
Gallagher HR3 Tag Reader
  
Traps
Skunk Trap
Porcupine Trap
Squirrel Trap
  
Spray Equipment
Slip in 100 Gallon Sprayer   
ATV 10 Gal. Sprayer
Backpack 4 Gal. Sprayer
Pasture 300 Gal. Sprayer 
(boomless nozzles-clevis hitch) 

Signage
Smoke Signs
Cattle Drive Signs
Agricultural Haul Route Signs

$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$100.00
$250.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00 
 

$150.00
$150.00
$110.00

$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
No Charge
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$80.00/ day
No Charge
No Charge
No Charge
$15.00/day
$25.00/day  

$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
  
  
$35.00/day
$25.00/day
$5.00/day
$35.00/day 
 

No Charge
No Charge
No Charge

From cattle squeezes and corral panels to skunk traps and pesticide sprayers, if you need 
it, we may have it.  Contact the Brazeau County office at 780-542-7777 for additional 
information or to reserve and rent.

Brazeau County Equipment Rentals

eq u i p m e n t re n ta l  fe e damage deposit


