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BY THE NUMBERS
Brazeau County Administration 
in the midst of budget process
For many, summer is a time when thoughts turn to weekends 
at the lake or vacations with the family. For Brazeau County 
staff it’s also a time to start thinking about the annual budget. 

Preparation of the budget began in July and will continue 
until presentation to Council at the end of November. As 
part of the process, each department in Brazeau County 
will look at its operational requirements, service delivery to 
the organization and the public and any additional requests 
for Council consideration for 2017. At all times Administra-
tion must balance their requirements with the need to be 
fiscally accountable. 

In 2016, aware of the challenging economic climate, Adminis-
tration was able to present Council with a budget that showed 
a reduction in spending, as well as making it possible to pres-
ent a budget based on a 0% tax rate increase to Council. For 
residential properties, that 0% maintained a 30% reduction 
in the municipal tax rate granted by Council in 2015. 

The approved budget guides everything Administration does 
throughout the year, including the daily operations and ser-
vices of the municipality, as well as larger capital projects. A 
10-year capital plan, developed with direction from Council 
and input from Administration is used as a guide for major 
projects, although it is subject to change based on direc-
tion from Council. 

This year, to assist with multi-year planning, Administration 
will be presenting a two-year financial plan to accompany the 
2017 Annual Budget. This financial plan, for 2018 and 2019, 
will allow for greater predictability when preparing future 
budgets and show a more comprehensive picture of opera-
tions and projects in the County. Administration also antici-
pates that proposed changes to the Municipal Government 
Act will make the exercise of preparing financial plans man-
datory, and wanted to take the opportunity to be proactive. 

At its August 16, 2016 meeting Brazeau County Council 
approved four days in November for budget discussions. 
At that time Administration will present the proposed 2017 
Annual Budget and accompanying capital plan for Council’s 
consideration. Meetings have been scheduled for Novem-
ber 23, 24, 28, and 29. The break in between meetings will 
give Administration an opportunity to make any adjustments 
directed by Council, prior to passing the budget. Budget meet-
ings are open to the public and begin each day at 9 a.m. in 
the Brazeau County Council Chamber. 

It’s that time of year again! Brazeau Coun-
ty’s annual community funding deadline of 
October 31, 2016 is fast approaching. 

Brazeau County recognizes a need in the community for 
services that include cemeteries, community halls, rec-
reational organizations, museums, and cultural organiza-
tions. Additionally, Brazeau County recognizes that these 
services should be supported by the community, both in 
principle and also financially (cash or in-kind services) 
or the services may cease to exist. Funding is also avail-
able for seniors, disabled persons, transit organizations 
and youth athletes. Brazeau County’s Community Fund-
ing Policy dedicates funding to these services each year. 

Through the FIN-7 Community Funding Policy, Brazeau 
County dedicated $452,335.85 to community organiza-
tions and infrastructure in 2015! 

Community Organizational Funding

Under Brazeau County’s Community Organization Fund-
ing policy:

• Cemeteries are eligible to apply for capital funding 
up to $5,000 and operational funding up to $10,000 
annually. The amount of funding distributed to each 
cemetery will be impacted by the number of applica-
tions received. 

• Seniors, disabled persons, and public transit organiza-
tions are eligible to apply for up to $2,000 per organiza-
tion up to a maximum amount of $10,000 per annum.

• Museums are eligible to apply for up to $2,500 annu-
ally for operating costs. Additionally, the Breton & Dis-
trict Historical Society is entitled to an annual $12,000 
grant for staffing, while the Drayton Valley & District 
Historical Society is entitled to an annual $16,000 grant 
for staffing and maintenance. 

• Cultural organizations are eligible for coverage of up to 
50% for operating and capital costs, with a maximum 
annually of $500. Brazeau County allocates a maxi-
mum of $10,000 to cultural funding to be distributed 
equally among applicants. 

Community Halls 

In recognizing the vital role community halls play in 
Brazeau County, Council increased the Community Hall 
funding in 2015 to reflect the needs of the halls. 

• Community Halls are eligible to apply for up to 50% 
of their operating costs, less recoverable expenses, 
based on a proportionate grid system. Community 

Halls with operating expenses less than $5,000 are 
eligible for a minimum grant amount up to $2,500; 
operating expenses between $5,001 - $10,000 are 
eligible for a grant amount up to $4,000; operating 
expenses between $10,001 - $15,000 are eligible for 
a grant amount up to $5,500; and operating expenses 
greater than $15,001 are eligible for a grant amount 
up to $7,000.

• Further, assistance for capital funding for Community 
Halls may be available on an individual project basis. 
One application for capital funding is allowed every 
two years. Capital funding will not exceed $10,000 
per application and cannot exceed 50% of the cost.  
Brazeau County allocates $50,000 per annum for cap-
ital-related projects.

Funding Deadline 

The deadline for Community Organization Funding is Octo-
ber 31, 2016. Groups that have not received any previ-
ous grants will have first priority when determining the 
maximum grants for any one year.

In order to be eligible, organizations must be non-profit 
societies officially incorporated for a minimum of one 
year under provincial or federal status. Further, organi-
zations are required to demonstrate membership com-
mitment, management capacity, planning capabilities, 
self-generated matching resources, good level of finan-
cial stability, and commitment to the group’s self-reliance. 
In keeping with good financial stewardship practices, the 
County requires applicants to provide information about 
the other sources of funding that have been applied for, 
or obtained.  Along with the grant application, Brazeau 
County requires organizations to submit financial state-
ments from the last two years, a budget for the operat-
ing year of the grant application, the Societies Act regis-
tration number and insurance coverage documentation. 

Youth Sports Grant 

Brazeau County recognizes the important role youth play 
in the County and is dedicated to supporting the success 
of youth athletes. Added in 2015 to the Community Fund-
ing policy is the Youth Sports Grant:

Eligible applicants must be must a resident of Brazeau 
County with amateur status under the age of twenty-five. 

Athletes must be sponsored by, or affiliated with, a reg-
istered non-profit sport organization.

All applications exceeding $1,000 must be approved by 
Brazeau County Council. 

Applicants must be competing in a sport championship 
competition in which a champion is declared at the West-
ern Canadian, National or International level.

Youth Sport Grant applications are accepted upon qual-
ifying for the event, or up to 90 days after the event. 

Community Funding  
Effective January 1, 2017

Introducing the new Community Events grant with quar-
terly deadlines (January 1st, April 1st, July 1st, and Octo-
ber 1st annually).

Missed the annual funding deadline? No problem! Brazeau 
County increased community funding accessibility by 
offering new quarterly deadlines (January 1st, April 1st, 
July 1st, and October 1st annually) for ALL capital proj-
ects, cultural organizations and youth sports funding. If 
you have already submitted an application for the Octo-
ber 31, 2016 deadline, you do not need to resubmit for 
the quarterly deadline.

The annual operating funding for cemeteries, museums, 
community halls, and senior, disabled, and public transit 
organizations will now be November 30th of each calen-
dar year. updated insurance to the County!

The annual December 31st insurance grant deadline 
remains the same.

Stay tuned for more information on the Community Fund-
ing updates in the next newsletter. Applications will be 
made available on the webpage for all quarterly dead-
lines at the end of November, 2016. If you would like a 
paper copy or have questions about Brazeau County’s 
community funding or external funding your organization 
may be eligible for, please contact Jodi Beniuk, Munici-
pal and Community Grants Coordinator, at 542-7777 or 
jbeniuk@Brazeau.ab.ca.
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