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Women in Business Celebration of Success Award Winners 
 

Drayton Valley, Alberta, October 19th, 2016 — At the augural Women in Business Celebration of Success 
Awards Gala held on October 15th, six deserving women in business were honoured. This event was in 
conjunction with the Framing Your Future conference hosted by Brazeau County’s Women in Business 
Network.  
 
The conference provided a platform for knowledge gathering, idea exchange and opportunity discovery 
as well as networking with like-minded individuals. Attendees, ranged from small business owners to 
those that serve small business. Women in business contribute greatly to our regional, provincial and 
Canadian economies. According to Statistics Canada, EmpoweredWomen.com and CIBC, over the last 15 
years there has been a 50% increase in the number of women who are self-employed and the growth of 
women entrepreneurs is 60% greater than that of men. This is an opportunity that we recognize and 
support for the growth and diversity of our region. It was a perfect kick-off to Small Business Week.  
 
“The energy and enthusiasm in the room was contagious!” states Wanda Compton, conference 
chairperson. “We are thrilled with the outcome of the event and look forward to planning the next one”.  
 
The awards were presented to a jam-packed room of nominees, their supporters, conference attendees 
and municipal leaders. The following were awarded:  
 
Client Service Award  
Cecile Shewfelt of Southside Petro Canada 
 
Home-Based Business Award 
Jo-Anne Kitching of Sparkle Tattoo Inc. 
 
Innovation Award 
Norma Block of Barmac Contracting Ltd. 
 
Start-Up Award 
Janice Kupsch of Go West Wireless (2011) Ltd 
 
Young Entrepreneur or Business Woman Award (under 35) 
Alyssa Penner of Penner Portrait Photography 
 
Grand Award of the Night: Entrepreneur or Business Woman of the Year 
Pat Vos, Intercon Messaging Inc. 
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