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Environmental Stewardship News 
- Highlighting information, projects & resources from the Environmental Stewardship Branch  

 

ES News - Survey  
Environmental Stewardship (ES) News would like to hear from you! Share your thoughts and comments to keep 
this e-newsletter relevant for you. Click here to take the ES News survey. The survey will take less than 10 
minutes (and that is if you write in all the comment boxes, which of course we encourage!). You can also access 
the survey link from the Environmental Stewardship page, your one stop shop for environmentally sustainable 
resources, tools, information and programs for agri-environmental extension. The survey will remain open until 
July 6, 2018.  
 

CAP Update 
The Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) replaces the expired Growing Forward 2 (GF2) program. Applications 
and program details consisting of cost-shares and eligible activities and/or items will be released with the 
opening of each program. The following two programs are connected to the Environmental Stewardship Branch: 
 

• Environmental Stewardship Climate Change Producer Program supports producers in reducing negative 
impacts on the environment, while enhancing sustainable production, managing climate change and 
increasing profitability. Click to view the Summary page and the Webinar. 

• Environmental Stewardship and Climate Change Group Program is a new program targeted to applied 
research/forage associations, commodity groups and rural municipalities. This program supports the 
delivery of targeted extension programs and services, applied research and the strategic management of 
data. Click to view the Summary page and the Webinar. 

 
Visit the website http://www.cap.alberta.ca/ for further information. Also, remember to subscribe for CAP 
updates.  
 

AFFIRM: Decision Support Tool for 4R Nutrient Stewardship 
The Alberta Farm Fertilizer Information and Recommendation Manager (AFFIRM) was originally created to be a 
downloadable application as a decision support software to aid farmers in making nutrient management 
decisions. The soon to be released updated version of AFFIRM (version 3.0) will now be a web-based application 
on the GoA server.  
 
The enhancements of AFFIRM to 4R (Right Source @ Right Rate, Right Time, and Right Place) were based on 
extensive Alberta-based nutrient stewardship research. AFFIRM incorporates various fertilizer and manure 
sources with management options (timing and placement) that includes economics to help determine optimum 
nutrient rates for application under different moisture conditions. Optimizing agronomic and economic benefits 
can assist in minimizing the environmental footprint of crop production in Alberta.  
 
AFFIRM is designed to assist farmers in making efficient nutrient management decisions specific to their farm 
conditions and operations. Nutrient management scenarios in AFFIRM match decisions made by experts, and can 
help farmers look at their own management practices for improving their economic returns. This extension tool 
can also be used by researchers, students, industry agents, consultants and extension specialists. AFFIRM will also 

 

https://extranet.gov.ab.ca/opinio6/s?s=39974
https://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/All/info16433
https://cap.alberta.ca/CAP/program/STEW_PROD
https://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/all/info16433/$FILE/CAP-ESCC-Producer-Pgm-Key-Msgs-April-10-2018.pdf
https://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/all/info16433/$FILE/Environmental%20Stewardship%20Producer%20Program%20Mike%20Hittinger%20April%205th%202018.mp4
https://cap.alberta.ca/CAP/program/STEW_GROUP
https://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/all/info16433/$FILE/CAP-ESCC-Group-Pgm-Key-Msgs-April-10-2018.pdf
https://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/all/info16433/$FILE/CAP%20Environemntal%20Stewardship%20&%20Climate%20Change%20Group%20Program%20Barb%20Archibald%20April%205th%202018.mp4
http://www.cap.alberta.ca/
https://cap.alberta.ca/CAP/Subscribe
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support the compliance needed by farmers for the Nitrous Oxide Emission Reduction Protocol (NERP) of the 
Alberta Carbon Offset Market. 
 
Funding to update AFFIRM came from the GoA Information Management Technology fund, plus the Alberta 
Agriculture and Forestry capital fund, operational funds from the Environmental Stewardship Branch (ESB) and 
the Growing Forward 2 Research Opportunities and Innovation Fund. Watch for announcement of AFFIRM 
(version 3.0) on the Environmental Stewardship page or you can contact the following ESB staff for more 
information. For the existing AFFIRM (version 2.0) program, click here.  
 
Project team: 

• Len Kryzanowski (Project Lead; Director, Environmental Strategy and Research)  
• Dr. Symon Mezbahuddin (Research Extension Agrologist) 
• Trevor Wallace (Nutrient Management Specialist) 

 

AOPA Legislation Page 
Visit the Agricultural Operation Practices Act (AOPA) Legislation page for new information and resources, 
frequently asked questions, tools and extension information. Alberta Agriculture and Forestry (AF) Agri-
Environmental Extension Specialists are available to answer any questions about AOPA and manure related 
Beneficial Management Practices (BMPs). To speak with an AF Agri-Environmental Extension Specialist, call the 
Ag-Info Centre at 310-FARM (3276) and ask to speak with your regional contact. 
 

ManureTracker App 
The ManureTracker mobile app was designed to provide farmers, custom manure applicators and their 
employees with a digital way to keep manure records. As an extra bonus the app provides a common place for 
notes and setback details, soil records and manure tests. Below are quick tips to get you started with the new 
ManureTracker (be it online or with the app): 
 

• Don’t worry about multiple passwords, your online account information for ManureTracker will be the 
same for the mobile app: iTunes and Google Play. 

• Do check that you remember your Facebook, Google or Microsoft password before selecting to log on 
with ManureTracker. 

• Select “Allow Notifications” so you can receive reminders for items on your “to-do” list and specific 
details, such as when a new soil test is needed. 

• Create your ManureTracker profile with an email that you use regularly. 
• If you want to practice using the app before this year’s information is added, enter in multiple legal land 

descriptions (your fields and manure storage locations), any recent soil or manure tests and manure 
spreading records. 

• If reports are needed, go online to www.manuretracker.ca and at the top right corner, in application or 
production records, you can find options for PDF reports. 

• Need help with the app? Contact hello@manuretracker.ca  
 

 
 
 

 

https://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/All/info16433
http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/softdown.nsf/main?openform&type=AFFIRM&page=information
mailto:Len.Kryzanowski@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Symon.Mezbahuddin@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Trevor.Wallace@gov.ab.ca
http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/epw12498
http://www.manuretracker.ca/
http://www.manuretracker.ca/
http://www.manuretracker.ca/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/manuretracker/id1245334243?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ca.manuretracker.droid&hl=en
http://www.manuretracker.ca/
mailto:hello@manuretracker.ca
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ACIS - Helping Albertans Make Informed Climate Based Decisions 
Growing season has begun and all eyes are on the skies looking for the latest climate information. While your 
eyes cannot be on the skies at all times, our weather stations are constantly recording weather data. Information 
is now available in Near-Real-Time meaning the data is usually no more than two hours old and available from 
over 400 weather stations throughout our province.   
 
Keep track of weather conditions from nearby weather stations using the Weather Station Summary option, or 
select and view up to 5 weather stations in table or graph form using the Weather Station Data Viewer.  
Go back in time and view weather data from 1961 to present for your area with the Historical Weather Data 
viewer or view the weather data Almanac. Alberta Climate Information Service (ACIS) information is reliable, 
current, quality assured and controlled. Try out the service today by visiting www.weatherdata.ca or by selecting 
Alberta weather and climate data from the Alberta Agriculture and Forestry’s main page. 
 

Introducing FarmSustainability.ca – An Online Tool to Advance Farm 
Sustainability 
Team Alberta which is comprised of Alberta’ four major crop commissions is please to launch 
farmsustainability.ca. This farm sustainability readiness tool is a web-based, voluntary, self-assessment and 
action planning resource that aims to advance on-farm sustainability in Canada.   
 
For the full Team Alberta article, click here to read “Introducing FarmSustainability.ca – an online tool to advance 
farm sustainability”. 
 

Staff Profiles  
Juhi Patel, a Soil Data Entry intern for Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), has worked the last 4 months 
with Michael Bock, Javed Iqbal and other AF staff. Juhi has been entering Alberta pedon (point) soil data into the 
National Pedon Database, using a Microsoft Access entry tool developed by Javed. Juhi’s work will help take data 
that is currently unavailable to the soil modelling community and place it into a digital database that will make it 
available to all. Juhi will continue to work with Michael, Javed and other AF staff through the summer months.   
 

Coming Events Calendar  
Looking to connect with staff and update your resources from Environmental Stewardship? Alberta Agriculture 
and Forestry’s website has a large listing of events around the province and is one of the most visited areas of our 
website. To view the Coming Events Calendar, click here.  If you have an event you would like to advertise on 
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry’s website, please send all the event information to duke@gov.ab.ca.   

Events of Interest:
Upcoming Sustainability Series Webinars 

• Watch the Sustainability Series page for more information on the upcoming webinars with the Alberta 
Pulse Growers and Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable Beef (CRSB) Pilot Project this June. 

 
Canadian Centre for Food Integrity (CCFI) - Millennials and Trust in the Food System Webinar 

• English Webinar: May 15, 2018 1:00pm – 2:00pm EST 
• French Webinar: May 15, 2018 2:30pm – 3:30pm EST 

 

https://agriculture.alberta.ca/acis/weather-station-summary.jsp?stations=alberta
https://agriculture.alberta.ca/acis/alberta-weather-data-viewer.jsp?stations=imcin
https://agriculture.alberta.ca/acis/township-data-viewer.jsp
https://agriculture.alberta.ca/acis/almanac.jsp
http://www.weatherdata.ca/
https://agriculture.alberta.ca/acis/
https://www.farmsustainability.ca/en
https://albertapulse.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Farm-Sustainability-Readiness-Tool-Press-Release-Final.pdf
https://albertapulse.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Farm-Sustainability-Readiness-Tool-Press-Release-Final.pdf
mailto:Juhi.Patel@gov.ab.ca
http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca/app55/events
mailto:duke@gov.ab.ca
https://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/all/epw16550
https://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/all/epw16550
http://www.foodintegrity.ca/events-page/earning-public-trust-interactive-working-session-manitoba/
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