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Entrepreneurs: capitalize on tourism 

New and improved tools and services are now 

available for entrepreneurs interested in starting 

or expanding their tourism business. 

The tourism entrepreneurship program includes 

one-on-one advisory services, regional workshops 

and partnerships to connect entrepreneurs with 

resources. 

“Diversifying our economy is essential. Tourism 

creates jobs and we are proud to help support 

small businesses grow and to encourage entrepre-

neurs to pursue new tourism opportunities.” 

David Eggen, Minister of Culture and Tourism 

“This is great news for small businesses like River 

Valley Adventure Company. It can be tough to 

launch a new small business and it will help to 

have access to more resources and advice on how 

to grow my tourism business.” 

Chris Szydlowski, Owner and Operator, River Val-
ley Adventure Co. 

“Having more supports for tourism businesses in 

our region is important to our community and our 

economy by bringing in more visitors from both 

sides of the border and beyond.” 

Ward Read, Chief Executive Officer, Lloydminster 
Tourism 

The first regional tourism entrepreneurial workshop 

will be held on October 6 in Lloydminster.  

The workshop is a collaboration with the Ministry 

of Culture and Tourism, Lloydminster Tourism and 

Regional Business Accelerator, the Business De-

velopment Bank of Canada, Community Futures, 

and Travel Alberta. It will focus on business prac-

tices, available resources and opportunities for en-

trepreneurs in Alberta’s tourism industry. 

Workshops are also scheduled in Canmore, Cal-

gary, Drumheller, Nanton, and Strathmore with 

more to come in regions across Alberta. 

Tourism in Alberta 

 In 2013, there were more than 34 million visits, 

 visitor spending was $8 billion, and 

 there were more than 127,000 full-time  

equivalent tourism-related jobs. 

The tourism entrepreneurship program supports 

the government’s efforts to increase the develop-

ment of must-experience tourism destinations to 

grow tourism in Alberta. 

For more information visit : http://culture.alberta.ca/

tourism/programs-and-services/entrepreneurship/  

http://culture.alberta.ca/tourism/programs-and-services/entrepreneurship/
http://culture.alberta.ca/tourism/programs-and-services/entrepreneurship/
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Accommodation Industry most Profitable in Alberta 
Guest Article written by ATB Financial Economists Todd Hirsch and Nick Ford, and compliments of The Owl.  

Alberta has always been a strong attraction for 

both business and leisure travellers. As a result, 

all those hotel and motel operators across the 

province are the most profitable in the country—

or at least that was the case a couple of years 

ago. 

New data this morning from Statistics Canada 

show the average operating profit margin for an 

accommodation business in Alberta was 18.2 per 

cent in 2013. That was by far the highest in the 

country, and more than 60 per cent higher than 

the national average of 11.3 per cent. (The oper-

ating profit margin is calculated as operating rev-

enue minus operating expenses, expressed as a 

percentage of operating revenue.) 

Why were Alberta’s hotels and motels so profita-

ble compared to the rest of the country? The 

ranking of the other provinces provides a clue: 

the next two on the list were Saskatchewan, and 

Newfoundland and Labrador. Along with Alberta, 

these three provinces account for virtually all of 

Canada’s oil industry. And because oil prices were 

high back then, 2013 was a strong year for explo-

ration and production. That boosted demand for 

hotel rooms, both for business travel (especially 

in Calgary) and also for accommodation of field 

and rig workers. 

But like many other economic indicators that 

have been affected by slumping oil prices, the 

profit margins on many hotels and motels in the 

province could be much lower in 2015. As petro-

leum companies pull back on spending, vacancy 

rates will rise—and that will cut into hotel oper-

ating revenues and profits.  
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW BRAZEAU COUNTY BUSINESS! 
Cardium Well Service Ltd 

was incorporated in January 

of 2012 with the purchase of 

a 4 rig package. 

 

Floyd Lauer’s love of the oil patch couldn’t keep him away 

from the service rig industry. 

In 2014, Floyd added 2 rod rigs to the fleet and one more 

service rig, bringing the total to 7 rigs. 

Recently a 10k Pressure Truck joined the fleet to offer ser-

vices for the horizontal completions. 

Education in the oilfield has always been important, so when 

Breton High School started a class of Introduction to Oil and 

Gas, Cardium stepped up and joined the team to put togeth-

er a program for the school.  The students have a day of 

hands on training complete with a field trip to the yard to 

see what it was like on the floor of a working service rig. 

In 2015, with the completion of a new office building, Cardi-

um moved its team in and  now has 

an office to work out of. Cardium 

Well Service was started on a cell 

phone and from a truck! 

Floyd has been in the industry for 

40 years and has lived in Brazeau 

County all of his life. He is also a 

farmer/rancher and has had numer-

ous companies with in the County. 

Cardium is dedicated to offering its 

clients experienced personnel, 

trained to work safely and efficient-

ly to get the job done. Work overs, 

abandonments or well mainte-

nance, they have the rig for the job! 

Visit our website at: http://

www.cardiumwell.com/  

 

Brazeau County Councillor Anthony Heinrich 

welcoming Floyd Lauer with Cardium Well 

Service  Ltd. 

http://www.cardiumwell.com/
http://www.cardiumwell.com/
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Brazeau County continues with draft Land Use Bylaw Consultation  

Over the past several months, the Land Use Bylaw 

(LUB) Steering Committee and Brazeau County Coun-

cil have been working diligently to create a new LUB 

for the residents of the County. Together they have 

made over 500 changes to the existing bylaw that in-

clude the removal and addition of some land use dis-

tricts and other significant revisions such as amend-

ments to the Commercial District (C), Rural Industrial 

District (RI) and Light Industrial District (LI) that ena-

bled the removal of the Hamlet Commercial District 

(HC) and Industrial District (I).  These changes includ-

ed an expanded list of uses and reduced setbacks.  

 

There have also been several changes in the regula-

tions section of the LUB including Home Occupations.  

The restrictions on Home Occupations have been re-

duced and the number of vehicles and employees as-

sociated with each operation has been increased. 

 

The changes have been amalgamated into a first draft 

which has been released by Brazeau County on their 

website (http://www.brazeau.ab.ca/business/

planning-and-development/land-use-bylaw#working-

draft-of-land-use-bylaw). With these changes, resi-

dents faced with a district (zoning) change have been 

sent a letter providing details of these changes. In-

cluded in the letter is a copy of their current district 

and the new proposed district.  All other changes to 

development regulations (ex. setbacks, permitted & 

discretionary uses, development standards) are con-

tained within the draft document posted on the web-

site. 

The next step in the process was the presentation of 

the LUB to Focus Groups, which took place on Octo-

ber 1 & 2, 2015.  Now that the Focus Group sessions 

are complete, Brazeau County is hosting three Public 

Open Houses as follows: 

 

October 13, 2015   

1:00 – 4:00 

Brazeau County Office 

 

October 13, 2015 

5:30 – 8:00 

Violet Grove Community Hall    

 

October 15, 2015 

5:30 – 8:00 

Carnwood Community Hall 

 

All residents are invited to attend, review the draft, 

and provide feedback.  Our goal is to combine the 

feedback from the Focus Groups, Open Houses, and 

email submissions to create another draft for presen-

tation by the end of October.  We value your input so 

please review the current draft and email your com-

ments to planning@brazeau.ab.ca 

http://www.brazeau.ab.ca/business/planning-and-development/land-use-bylaw#working-draft-of-land-use-bylaw
http://www.brazeau.ab.ca/business/planning-and-development/land-use-bylaw#working-draft-of-land-use-bylaw
http://www.brazeau.ab.ca/business/planning-and-development/land-use-bylaw#working-draft-of-land-use-bylaw
mailto:planning@brazeau.ab.ca
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On Thursday, September 24th the Women in Business Network (WIB) hosted a morning busi-

ness breakfast event where the topic, ‘Financing Your Business’ was presented. 

 

Guest speakers included Sheila Shand from Business Link, Phyllis Brown from ATB, Grace Vela from Scotia-

bank and Ron Rogers from Community Futures. A variety of innovative methods to starting and financing 

your business were covered.  

These events are focused on providing key information to start, grow and expand small business in our 

area as well as an opportunity to network to promote your services within our local business community. 

We are beginning to expand beyond our borders with attendance from as far away as Edmonton! 

The next event we will be hosting is a ‘Business After Five’ business mixer on November 26th, inviting past 

participating businesses that have attended any of our business events, including our EARNetwork, Career 

Expo and WIB events . We are also inviting our entire business community, as it is you who make us a suc-

cess and we want the chance to say thank you for having operating and growing your business in Brazeau 

County.  

We love our businesses!  
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2015 Red Deer Oil & Gas Expo  

Brazeau County was representing well at the 2015 Red Deer Oil 

& Gas Expo that took place on September 17th to 19th at the 

Westerner Park, Red Deer. We designed and produced mar-

keting material that branded us collectively as the Brazeau 

County pavilion.  

This was a first time endeavour for us and based on the feed-

back we will look to do this again in the future, in partnership 

with our business community.  

Participating businesses included:  

 Lambs Trucking 

 Ride Inc. 

 Kolo Safety  

 Insulation Snakes 

Each had a double booth space with Brazeau County anchoring 

as a corner booth. Other Brazeau County/Drayton Valley busi-

nesses in attendance included: 

 Bailey’s Welding & Construction 

 Summit Safety 

 Little Guy Oilfield Rentals 

 Last Chance Trucking  

For more information or to be involved in a future event with us, such as industry events, job fairs, etc. please  

contact our department at 780-542-7777 or email Wanda Compton, Manager of Economic Development &  

Communications at: wcompton@brazeau.ab.ca    
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Reach Potential Customers with Brazeau Business Directory! 
Business in Brazeau—New Service Announcement! 

All Brazeau County Businesses are invited to participate in the new online Business 

Directory. This is a FREE service offered to all businesses in the County and provides 

the potential to reach several new customers.  

 

To participate, all you have to do is visit  our Newly Designed Website and complete 

the quick and simple form.  

www.brazeau.ab.ca 

http://www.brazeau.ab.ca/living-here/directory-application-form
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Subscribe to the Quarterly  Brazeau Business Newsletter 

online—Visit www.brazeau.ab.ca/subscribe.   

 

Every three months, you will be notified via email when 

the newsletter is available.   

 

Brazeau County Economic Development  
& Communications Department 

 

Manager of Economic Development & Communications:   

Wanda Compton | wcompton@brazeau.ab.ca 
 

Economic Development Coordinator  

Evelyna Jambrosic | ejambrosic@brazeau.ab.ca 

 

780-542-7777 

Spotlight on Business 

Do you have a good news announcement to share with us? 

 New product development?  

 New export opportunity?  

 Milestone to celebrate? 

 

Let us know and we will print it in the next Brazeau Business News which is mailed to every business in Brazeau County.  


