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Sincerely,

Bart Guyon 
Reeve, Brazeau County 
bguyon@brazeau.ab.ca 
780-542-0999

It’s summertime again in beautiful Brazeau County! I 
hope everyone gets outside and makes the most of the 
warm weather. We have many Community events hap-
pening throughout our County and recreational fun is at 
its best during this season.  

While you’re out on the roads, please keep your eyes 
open. We have a busy construction season happening to 
build and maintain roads, including the Ring Road project.

Thanks to everyone who attended our first-ever Eco-Fair 
held June 23 in the County office parking lot. Thanks to 
the vendors, sponsors, volunteers and staff for helping 
us launch the Municipal Energy Efficiency Rebate pro-
gram and showcase all the companies, organizations, 
and others who are working to reduce energy costs and 
improve our environment. You can see pictures from the 
Fair in this issue.

Also in this issue, you can read about our Community 
Peace Officers, and the work they do to protect our cit-
izens, infrastructure and keep our roads safe. Thanks to 
Jesse and Steve!

As for recent highlights from Council, in June, Council 
passed a motion to construct one mile of Town ship Road 
474 between RR 53 and RR 54 to a lease road standard 
at an estimated cost of $778,000. Design and permit-
ting work will begin in 2018, with construction expected 
in 2019.

Council also heard from our Acting Director of Planning & 
Development who outlined a customer service oriented 
approach to planning matters, with the goal of provid-
ing excellent service and ongoing communication with 
those seeking permits, re-zonings, and subdivisions. The 
department will also work to complete permitting pro-
cesses ahead of legislated timelines.

Thank you to everyone who participated in our Annual 
General Meeting in mid-June. Council always welcomes 
the opportunity to hear from you. This is your County 
and we always want to hear your ideas, thoughts, and 
solutions.

All are welcome to attend as we officially launch our 
solar project at the Breton Fire Hall on July 23rd at 11 
a.m. Come see the nearly 100 panels at the hall and have 
lunch with your neighbors and local members of Coun-
cil from Breton and Brazeau County!

Have a safe and happy summer!

Councillors
Donna Wiltse,  
Division 2 Councillor
780 894-3596 
780 898-0247 Cell 
dwiltse@brazeau.ab.ca 

Heidi Swan,  
Division 1 Councillor
780-515-9822  
hswan@brazeau.ab.ca 

Marc Gressler
Division 3 Councillor
Home: 780-621-1521
Cell: 780-898-2006
mgressler@brazeau.ab.ca

Kara Westerlund
Division 4 Councillor
Home: 780-898-4561
kwesterlund@brazeau.ab.ca

Anthony Heinrich
Division 5 Councillor
Home: 780-696-2468
aheinrich@brazeau.ab.ca

Sara Wheale,  
Division 6 Councillor
780-514-4631 
swheale@brazeau.ab.ca

Reeve’s Report
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Greetings! With each of these articles I will be spotlight-
ing initiatives from individual departments and the day to 
day programing within the County.  In this issue I would 
like to give you some updates from the Agricultural Ser-
vices Division. 

During the growing season, Agricultural Services is busy 
in the field, focusing on vegetation management, road-
side mowing and spraying programs as well as the weed 
inspection program.  Weeds are always a contentious 
topic so the County offers a number of services avail-
able to farmers to assist in their battle against weeds. 

Hawkweed Program

• The County will spray up to five acres of hawkweed on 
rangeland/pasture for no cost.

Fence line Program

• The County will spray weeds and brush from five metres 
inside the fence line on rangeland/pasture adjacent to 
a municipal right of way for no cost.

Herbicide Rebate Program

• 30% rebate on select herbicides applied to range and 
pasture for the control of noxious and prohibited nox-
ious weeds.

Applications to participate in these services are available 
on the County website and at the Administration build-
ing. A variety of rental equipment is also available to all 
residents of Brazeau County to assist in their weed con-
trol efforts.

Agricultural Services is also growing! Recently, Alternative 
Land Use Services (ALUS) became a part of the Agricul-
tural Services portfolio. ALUS is a program that provides 

funding to farmers for improvements to stewardship on 
the land they farm. The program invests in farmers who 
protect and improve the eco system services their land 
provides.

Along with these programs, we are also responding to res-
idents’ questions and concerns. Many of these inquiries 
are in regards to weed and pest identification. Later in 
the season we will be kicking off pest inspections, which 
include grasshopper and clubroot survey. 

As always, my door is open for any of your concerns or 
questions.  Enjoy the summer weather!

Kind Regards,

Jocelyn Whaley 
jwhaley@brazeau.ab.ca

Desk of the CAO
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May 4
2018 Budget and  
Tax Rate Bylaw
Council approved the 2018 bud-
get, with estimated revenue of 
$61,563,730 and operational 
expenses of $46,555,911, plus 
estimated capital spending of 
$32,464,196. 

Council also gave all three readings to 
Tax Rate Bylaw 987-18, setting the tax 
rates for 2018. Utilizing grant funds 
and surplus (reserve) funds, admin-
istration was able to present a bud-
get that will not increase the munic-
ipal tax rate.

The municipal portion of tax rates 
remains as follows: residential/farm-
land at 0.002002; non-residential at 
0.009046 and machinery & equip-
ment at 0.009046.

The Tax Rate Bylaw also contin-
ues to carry forward a 30% reduc-
tion in the residential and farmland 
tax rate directed by Council in 2015, 
and includes a 30% rebate on cer-
tain commercial assessment classes. 
The rebate, which applies to munic-
ipal taxes only, will be applied at the 
time of complete payment of taxes 
(by June 30), or pro-rated through the 
Tax Instalment Payment Plan.

The rebate applies to:

202 -  Commercial sites  
and improvements

203 -  Industrial sites  
and improvements

252 - Vacant Commercial

253 - Vacant Industrial

Drayton Valley Speedway 
Development Permit
Council rejected a request for a devel-
opment permit for motorized out-
door spectator use, accessory camp-
ground and accessory structures for 
the Drayton Valley Speedway near 
Rocky Rapids, and directed Admin-
istration to inform the applicant to 
submit a plan to address issues iden-
tified by Council by May 14th. Those 
issues are: traffic control plan, noise 
concerns, emergency response plan, 
pipeline concern, payment of out-
standing bills to County, and out-
standing County permits. 

The land in question is currently 
zoned Direct Control District, and 
racing events are subject to the Spe-
cial Events Bylaw. Council will review 
the bylaw at its May 15th meeting.

May 15
Cannabis Legalization
Council received the results of the 
cannabis legalization engagement 
and survey, and will hold a Council 
workshop session to consider pos-
sible amendments to the Land Use 
Bylaw to regulate cannabis retail 
stores and production facilities in 
the County in anticipation of fed-
eral cannabis legalization legislation 
this summer.

The engagement survey results are 
available at the County website at  
www.brazeau.ab.ca.

Township Road 474
Council passed a motion to prioritize 
Township Road 474 between Range 
Roads 53 and 54 on the 2018/2019 
road building program, and directed 
staff to bring back options and esti-

mated costs for both an equipment 
trail and low grade road between RR 
53 and RR 54.

Birchwood Lagoon Access
Council passed a motion affirming 
that Birchwood Village Green resi-
dents may use the Birchwood Lagoon 
without dumping costs, and directed 
Administration to provide additional 
background information regarding 
dumping fees and infrastructure lev-
ies at all County lagoons.

Support for Lindale  
Rodeo Grounds
Council approved funding of 
$3,170.98 for a stripping chute and 
two gates for the Lindale Rodeo 
Grounds. Between them, the Brazeau 
Junior Rodeo Association and the Big 
West High School Rodeo Club will 
hold 8 events this year at the grounds.

Declaration of Seniors’ Week
Council declared June 3rd to 9th, 
2018 as Seniors’  Week in Brazeau 
County to honour and celebrate 
seniors for their many contributions 
to our communities and province.

June 5
Township Road 474
Council passed a motion to con-
struct one mile of Township Road 
474 between RR 53 and RR 54 at a 
lease road standard at an estimated 
cost of $778,000, with funds from the 
roads restricted surplus. Design and 
permitting work will begin in 2018, 
with construction expected in 2019.

Planning & Development
Acting Director of Planning & Devel-
opment Jeff Laurien gave a presenta-
tion to Council outlining a customer 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
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service oriented approach to plan-
ning matters, with the goal of pro-
viding excellent service and ongoing 
communication with those seeking 
permits, rezonings, and subdivisions. 
The department will also work to 
complete permitting processes ahead 
of legislated timelines.

Noise Control Bylaw
Council gave three readings to Noise 
Control Bylaw 978-17, which makes 
the bylaw enforceable as a commu-
nity policing tool. The bylaw does 
not address industry and agriculture 
noise restrictions, which will be gov-
erned by provincial and federal leg-
islated laws.

Disaster Recovery Program
Council will send a letter to Minis-
ter of Municipal Affairs Shaye Ander-
son asking for an in-person meet-
ing to discuss the County’s request 
to reconsider making funding avail-
able to residents who suffered dam-
age from the tornado near Breton 
last July, and a request to review 
the Disaster Recovery Program to 
be more responsive to Albertans 
affected by similar disasters.

Support for DV100
Council approved support for the 
7th annual DV1OO Race or Ride on 
September 8, 2018 by supplying two 
Community Peace Officers, barri-
cades and road sweeping to ensure 
safety of participants and the public 
along the race route.

June 19
Industrial Hemp Resolution
Council approved a resolution to be 
presented at the Rural Municipali-
ties of Alberta (RMA) Pembina Zone 
3 meeting in July. The resolution is 
in support of lobbying the provincial 
government, through the RMA, to 
separate industrial hemp from can-

nabis regulations and support its 
reclassification and regulation as an 
agriculture product. In April 2018, 
the Province of Ontario announced 
it will not regulate industrial hemp 
the same as cannabis, leaving canna-
bis below 0.3% THC under the regula-
tion of agriculture authorities. 

This sets the tone for other prov-
inces to follow suit, including Alberta; 
increasing opportunity for those 
entrepreneurs wanting to expand 
their market reach with hemp-
based CBD (non-psychoactive) prod-
ucts, a natural health product for 
medical purposes.

Municipal Planning  
Commission applications
Council directed the Planning and 
Development Department to direct 
applications to Municipal Planning 
Commission (MPC) for decision per 
section 2.5.3 of the Land Use Bylaw 
where the applicant requests a deci-
sion not be made by Administration, 
where an applicant refuses to pro-
vide information being requested of 
them by Administration and in any 
other instance the Development Offi-
cer deems it prudent. 

All other processes whereby deci-
sions are made by Administration, 
MPC, or Council will not be effected 
by this decision; they will continue to 
be processed per current procedures.

Campground Fee Increase
Council approved increases to the 
fees for the Modeste and  Easyford 
group campgrounds, beginning in 
2019. The increases will be $50 per 
day in 2019, and a further $50 per 
day in 2020, along with comparable 
increases for weekend and three-day 
weekend rates. The increases will 
allow the County to reach a cost-re-
covery position while bringing the 

fees into alignment with neighbour-
ing group campgrounds, allowing 
these private campgrounds to be 
more competitive. Fees had not been 
adjusted since 2005. 

Council has also asked Administration 
for options to prioritize local residents 
in the campground booking lottery.

Public Participation Policy
Council passed a Public Participation 
Policy that outlines its approaches for 
engaging with stakeholders. The pol-
icy affirms that Brazeau County wel-
comes a high degree of public partic-
ipation, recognizing the right of the 
public to have input into decisions 
that affect ratepayers, and the value 
public participation offers to the deci-
sion-making process. Implementing a 
public participation policy by July 23, 
2018 is a requirement of the Mod-
ernized Municipal Government Act.

2018 Updated  
Schedule of Fees
Council approved the updated 2018 
Schedule of Fees, which incorporates 
fees for the County’s Memorial Bench 
Policy, and reduces the fee for a Cer-
tificate of Title from $15 to $0. 

Brazeau County Box 77,   
7401 Twp Rd 494  

Drayton Valley, Alberta 
T7A 1R1 

Phone: 780-542-7777    
Fax: 780-542-7770
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CANADA  
DAY!

Local residents (left to right) Skip Jean 
Balen, 3rd Darlene Seely, 2nd Jean 
Stewart, and lead Esta Richardson 

competed at the Provincial Seniors Floor 
Curling Championship May 18-20th 

in Camrose. A big congratulations to 
these incredible ladies representing the 
community’s seniors, placing just under 

the top 3 overall.
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Reeve Bart Guyon congratulates 
Equipment Operator/Truck Driver 

Gene Chodak for 20 years of service to 
Brazeau County.

Councillor Donna Wiltse was 
sworn in for her eight-month 
term as Deputy Reeve.

Reeve Bart Guyon congratulates 
Truck Driver Les Johnson for  
five years of service to  
Brazeau County.



8          www.brazeau.ab.ca

BUSTED!
Reeve Bart Guyon was arrested May 25th as part of ATB Financial’s 
Jail N Bail to raise funds for Stollery Children’s Hospital. The Reeve 
was arrested for theft of the entirety of Mayor Michael Doerksen’s 
silk tie collection, but more charges later came to light:

• Excessive unicycling and hoverboarding

• Excessive punning

• Telling the entire community to “take the rest of the day off.”

Over $6,000 was raised for the Stollery Children's Hospital 
to secure the Reeve's release.

Division 2 Councillor Donna Wiltse presents 
Cliff  and Audrey Whitelock a commemorative 

clock from Brazeau County to celebrate their 
60th wedding anniversary in late June. 

Congratulations Cliff and Audrey!

David Benjamin of RanchWorx 
discusses with Brazeau 
County residents the benefits 
of aerating range and 
pasture land at an aerator 
demonstration on June 21st.
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Participants at the Pruning & Disease 
Workshop with Alberta Forestry and 
Agriculture May 10th learned to prune 
trees, identify and treat diseases and 
stamp out insect infestations in prepa-
ration for the summer.

Reeve Bart Guyon proclaimed May 6-12, 2018 as Emergency 
Preparedness Week. Director of Emergency Management 
Merlin Klassen holds one of the emergency kits available to 
residents who attended a 72-hour Emergency Preparedness 
Workshop. Participants learned how to create their own kit 
and prepare for the first 72 hours of an emergency.

Councillor Anthony Heinrich presents a gift 
to Gord and Mae Tryon to celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary at the May 4th 

Council Meeting. 

Congratulations Gord and Mae!



ROAD PERMITS

Councillor Anthony 
Heinrich brought greetings 
from Brazeau County and 
Community Peace Officer 
Steve Goodman was the 
Reviewing Officer at the 
733 Royal Canadian Legion 
Air Cadet Squadron Annual 
Review June 2nd. CPO 
Goodman, a former Cadet, 
also gave a speech at 
the event.

COPA for Kids hosted over 
60 kids at the Drayton Valley 
airport June 10th. Pilots and 

ground crew volunteered their 
time, planes and fuel to teach 

kids all about flying. They 
started out in “ground” school, 

then headed up in a plane to 
tour Brazeau County!

Heavy Haul & Prov Permits  1-888-444-9288
All Other Permit Types  1-888-730-3745

Service Rig Permits  1-888-830-7623
www.roadata.com

Effective July 16, 2018 
Apply for Brazeau County road permits via  

Roadata Services Inc. 



Moving? 

Moving to a new home can be a stressful time with a long list 
of things to do before the big day. For Brazeau County residents 
who have County utilities, one of the items on that list should 
be contacting the Brazeau County office before moving day. 

Residents moving out of a home serviced by Brazeau County 
utilities will need to contact our utilities department to sched-
ule a final reading to complete your billing and disconnection, 
if required. 

Our office will also require your anticipated moving date, a for-
warding address and phone contact, as well as the name of the 
new owner, if possible. 

Should you move into a home with municipal utilities, you are 
also required to contact the Brazeau County office to set up 
your monthly billing. 

If you have any questions about utilities, please contact our 
office at 780-542-7777. 

Change of address? Pass it along!

In addition to those residents who have utility service, it’s 
important for anyone moving to contact Brazeau County and 
advise us of the change of address. In order to make sure mail 
from Brazeau County is reaching you we need to have up to date 
addresses in our mailing system. Even if you’re moving outside 
of Brazeau County, but still own property in the Municipality, 
informing our office of the change will ensure you’re receiving 
mail such as tax and assessment notices. 

To change your mailing address and provide updated contact 
information to Brazeau County please contact our office at 780-
542-7777, or stop in during regular business hours of 8:00 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday. 

Penalties  
now in effect on 
unpaid taxes
Brazeau County property taxes were due on 
June 30, 2018. The combined taxation and 
assessment notices were mailed to prop-
erty owners in May and County staff have 
been busy throughout the month of June 
answering tax-related questions and pro-
cessing payments.

As of July 4, 2018 outstanding taxes are sub-
ject to a 1% penalty. Brazeau County Bylaw 
889-15 sets out the penalties for unpaid 
taxes. Taxes that remain outstanding are 
subject to an additional 1% penalty on the 
first day of every month where they remain 
unpaid. Property owners who have paid a 
portion of their taxes will be charged the 
penalty only on the amount left owing. 

Anyone with questions regarding their 
taxes or assessment is asked to contact the 
Brazeau County office at 780-542-7777. 

If property owners are not satisfied with 
their assessment after contacting our office, 
they are able to file an application with the 
Assessment Review Board. The application 
must be filed by July 21, 2018. The function 
of the Assessment Review Board is to give 
individuals or businesses a forum to chal-
lenge aspects of their property or business 
assessment, seek an exemption from assess-
ment or taxation or challenge the imposition 
of other forms of tax such as a local improve-
ment tax. Applications to file a complaint 
with the Assessment Review Board can be 
picked up at the Brazeau County office or 
found online at http://www.municipalaf-
fairs.alberta.ca/documents/as/ARBCom-
plaintForm.pdf. More information about 
the formal assessment process can be found 
on the Municipal Affairs website at www.
municipalaffairs.alberta.ca/mc_assess-
ment_complaints_and_appeals. 

Let us know



12          www.brazeau.ab.ca

Cannabis Legalization 

The federal government has announced 
that cannabis for recreational use will 
be legalized on October 17, 2018.  
This means there will be new federal, 
provincial and municipal processes 
for cannabis production, sale and 
consumption. 

What is Cannabis?

Cannabis refers to products made from the leaves and 
flowers of the cannabis plant. You may have also heard 
it called marijuana or pot. It can be consumed by smok-
ing, vaporizing, eating in food, drinking, dabbing, put-
ting drops under the tongue, or applying it directly to 
the skin in a lotion.

What does Legalization mean?

Cannabis is currently legal for medical purposes. This 
means that people with a prescription can purchase can-
nabis from licensed medical cannabis producers. Can-
nabis legalization refers to making cannabis legal for 
non-medical purposes. The Government of Canada has 
initiated the legalization of cannabis and Brazeau County 
will be required to amend its Land Use Bylaw and possi-
bly introduce new bylaws to help prepare our commu-
nity for change. 

Brazeau County held open houses, workshops and cir-
culated a survey about cannabis legalization this spring. 

This was to ensure our community could give their input 
on how best to manage the legalization of cannabis in 
Brazeau County. Thank you to everyone who partici-
pated! We received almost 400 surveys and had meaning-
ful input from those who attended our events. A “What 
We Heard” Report can be found on the County website 
that outlines all of the input we received.

The next steps will be to bring proposed changes to 
County bylaws to manage cannabis legalization. These 
changes will be brought to Council prior to the October 
17, 2018 date that cannabis will be legalized. Our web-
site will be updated regularly to keep you informed on 
what these changes will look like.

 
Questions?

Contact Jessica Karpo, Senior Long Range Planner, at 
jkarpo@brazeau.ab.ca or at 780-542-2667. Check out 
our website for more information and regular updates on 
the project at www.brazeau.ab.ca/cannabis-consultation. 
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What is an IDP?

An IDP is a high-level policy plan created by neighbour-
ing municipalities. It is designed to foster cooperation 
and integrated development near municipal boundaries. 
It guides the growth of future development by identify-
ing general locations for major land uses and servicing. 

What is an ICF?

An ICF highlights and formalizes existing collaborative 
work between adjacent municipalities and provides a 
forum to work together. The primary goal of ICFs is ensur-
ing neighbouring municipalities work together regarding 
service delivery and cost-sharing. 

Brazeau County & Parkland County IDP and ICF

Currently, Brazeau County has a draft IDP and ICF with 
Parkland County, which will be presented to Council on 
July 18, 2018. If you live in the plan area, as shown in the 
map below, or have any comments or concerns regarding 
the IDP or ICF, you are encouraged to attend the Council 
meeting on July 17, 2018. 

Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks (ICFs) and  
Intermunicipal Development Plans (IDPs)

Recent changes to Provincial legislation requires all municipalities with 
common boundaries to adopt Intermunicipal Development Plans (IDPs) and 
Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks (ICFs). 
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Brazeau County & Town of Drayton Valley IDP and ICF

Brazeau County and the Town of Drayton Valley have an 
existing IDP, which was approved in 2012. Currently, the 
Town and County are working together to update this IDP 
to ensure it reflects the current needs of our community. 
The updated IDP is expected to be presented to Coun-
cil late summer or early fall 2018. The Town and County 
do not currently have an ICF, but are working together 
to draft one. This is expected to be presented to Coun-
cil later this year. 

Coming Soon!

IDPs and ICFs with Village of Breton, Leduc County, 
Wetaskiwin County, Clearwater County and Yellowhead 
County. 

Questions?

Contact Jessica Karpo, Senior Long Range Planner at 780-
542-2667 or jkarpo@brazeau.ab.ca. Keep updated by vis-
iting our website at: www.brazeau.ab.ca/icf.  

 

• Building or placing a shed on your property? Don’t 
forget any building over 181 square feet requires a 
development permit from the County – even if it’s 
on moveable skids! 

• Building a deck this summer? If it’s not covered, you 
don’t need a development permit.

• Always remember though, even if a build-
ing doesn’t need a development permit, it 
has to meet the minimum setbacks to your  
property line. 

• Development permits are FREE this year! For the 
rest of 2018, take advantage of the County’s waiving 
of application fees and apply for the project you’ve 
always wanted to start. 

Disclaimer: These are general planning tips, please always 
check with our Planning & Development Department 
prior to developing on your property. 

Planning  
Tips!

Using this summer break to start a 
construction project on your property? 
Our Planning & Development 
Department is here to help! We are 
available from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Monday through Friday to answer 
all of your development permit 
questions, just give us a call at 780-
542-2667. 

Here are a few Planning Tips  
to get you started!
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FARM INSURANCE
Agricultural Service Board mem-
bers have discussed property 
insurance and want to encourage 
farmers and all property own-
ers to review and discuss their 
property (farm) insurance poli-
cies with their broker to ensure 
they have necessary coverage 
and also take advantage of any 
potential opportunities to lessen 
their premiums.  

Some points to consider:

• Increasing deductibles. (higher 
deductibles=lower premiums.)

• Neglecting to put forth small 
claims – claims could delete 
an applicable claims free dis-
count and could increase rates. 
The cost of the deductible plus 
the loss of the discount could 
add up to more than the actual 
amount of the loss.

• Maintaining accurate limits on 
buildings and equipment.

• Determine if loss settlement 
will be based on “Replace-
ment Cost” or “Actual Cash 
Value” (value of the property 
at the time of the loss). It is not 
worthwhile to insure a $20,000 
(current value) tractor for 
$60,000 (replacement cost for 
a new one) when claims settle-
ment is based on ACV.

• Confirming all applicable dis-
counts are applied. These dis-
counts could include Mort-
gage Free, Claims Free, Mature 
Homeowner, New Home, Secu-
rity System, Renewal, Multi-
Line, and more, depending on 
the insurance company.

Farmers' Advocate Office (FAO)
The mission of the FAO is to create value for rural  
Albertans and our stakeholders by:

• empowering rural Albertans through  
awareness on key issues;

• providing objective, unbiased ideas and advice  
for resolving disputes;

• representing the rural Alberta perspective on  
matters of concern;

• and facilitating interaction on strategic matters  
among key stakeholders.

The Farmers’ Advocate Office (FAO) was established in 1973 by the former Minis-
ter of Agriculture as a resource for Albertan farmers and ranchers. Today the FAO 
remains within the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, and works to ensure the 
rights and interests of rural Albertans are recognized, understood, and protected.  
 
Negotiating Renewable Energy Leases was first released in February 2017 
in response to requests from Albertan landowners for additional resources 
to aid in the negotiation of wind and solar leases. This publication col-
lects the relevant information from the different regulators, departments, 
and agencies within the province to help landowners ask informed ques-
tions and evaluate the opportunity of having a power plant on their land 
or within their community. As an advocate, the FAO does not create policy, 
but will provide comment on existing laws and policies and work as a liaison 
between landowners, industry, government, and regulators. The document 
can be found at www.farmersadvocate.gov.ab.ca under Renewable Energy. 
 
Note: The recommendations in this article are targeted towards lease agree-
ments where the renewable energy developer owns and operates the tech-
nology and infrastructure, connects into the grid, and compensates the 
landowner for the use of the land. This guide is not intended for micro-gen-
eration (landowners who are purchasing and installing wind or solar power 
generation infrastructure for their own personal use). Landowners wish-
ing to install micro-generation infrastructure to meet their own electric-
ity needs may want to contact the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) for 
additional information.

The Brazeau County  
Antique Tractor Pull is happen-

ing on August 19th at the DV Lions 
Grounds. Registration is from 8 a.m. 

to 10 a.m., and the pulls are from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact Mike 

Kwirant at 780-202-2270 or  
Facebook : Antique Tractor Pull



16          www.brazeau.ab.ca

Community Peace Officer Jesse 
Shymansky checks the laminated 
grid of speeding fines he keeps in 
the sun visor of his patrol vehicle: 
a speed of 125 km/h in a 100 km/h 
is listed as a $198 fine and three 
demerits on your driver’s license.
But the driver Shymansky has pulled 
over on Highway 620 doing 25 km/h 
over the limit won’t be paying a fine 
on this bright early June afternoon. 
She told him she’s never had a ticket. 
Shymansky checked via the laptop 
on his vehicle, and she was telling 
the truth.

“Your honesty has saved you $198,” 
he tells her, handing her license and 
insurance information back. “Be care-
ful pulling back out.”

While Shymansky and fellow CPO 
Steve Goodman make it their mis-
sion to address everyone respect-
fully, there are times a ticket just 
has to be written. Safety, after all, is 
the priority.

North of Cynthia on Highway 753, 
Shymansky pulls over a truck doing 
133 km/h in the 100 km/h zone. The 
driver, from Calgary, has at least 45 
speeding or vehicle infractions on his 
record. Shymansky writes out the 
ticket for his 46th. 

on the busy highways 
and peaceful range 

roads of brazeau 
county, community 

peace officers patrol 
with an eye on safety 

and community 



“He had his documents ready for 
me,” Shymansky notes. “He knows 
the drill.”

Enforcing speed limits is one of the 
duties that Shymansky and Good-
man perform for the County, along 
with protecting the County’s biggest 
asset, road infrastructure through 
enforcement of overweight vehi-
cles restrictions and road bans. They 
also enforce a number of municipal 
bylaws and provincial regulations, 
covering everything from the Dan-
gerous Dogs Act to the Tobacco Tax 
Act. Along with speeding enforce-
ment, rules of the road regulations, 
and vehicle equipment regulations 
are the most common duties. CPOs 
may be called upon at a moment’s 
notice to assist with everything from 
a property complaint to assisting in 
an evacuation in case of emergency.

The peace officers also address prop-
erty complaints and often are called 
upon to ease disputes between 
neighbours. Maintaining an excel-
lent relationship with the local RCMP 
detachments, they help out where 
their authority allows, especially as 

an extra set of eyes and ears. In Feb-
ruary, Goodman assisted in the RCMP 
in recovering two stolen vehicles in 
the County.

“We’re not here to be another form of 
taxation,” Shymansky says as he pre-
pares his vehicle for his shift, includ-
ing calibrating the speed radar device 
and checking in with the police dis-
patcher. “We’re here to be visible and 
to keep the roads safe for everybody.”

In one eight-hour shift, CPOs cover as 
much of the 3,021 square kilometres 
of Brazeau County – which stretches 
from west of the Brazeau Dam to east 
of Breton and from north of Berry-
moor to south of Buck Creek — as 
they can, making sure to be in each 
zone of the municipality a roughly 
equal amount of time. They can log as 
many as 500 kilometres on the road 
in a single shift. At all times, their 
attention is focused – on approach-
ing cars, the sides of the road, lease 
road access points – in case there is 
a problem.

“Our main purpose is to be respond-
ing to residents and their concerns,” 
Shymansky says, as he drives through 
all of Lodgepole, waving at residents 
out in their yards. 

Accountability, like visibility, is 
another priority. The GPS units and 
video cameras in the patrol vehi-
cles and clip-on microphones on the 
officers ensure location, speed, and 
interactions with drivers and resi-
dents are recorded in case evidence 
is required later. 

“We’re accountable for all of our 
actions,” Shymansky says.

The CPOs can appear intimidating, 
with their body armor and heavy 
belts carrying everything from keys 
to handcuffs and a baton, but they 
are very much part of the communi-
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ties they serve. Shymansky was born 
and raised in the area, and Goodman 
has lived here for 29 years. You will 
see them in Canada Day parades and 
other community events, in local 
schools supporting the Community 
School Resource Officers, and in 
Goodman’s case, on the River Valley 
Player’s stage (he was most recently 
Gomez in the Addams Family musi-
cal). He was also the Reviewing Offi-
cer for the local Air Cadets squadron’s 
Annual Review in early June. 

Goodman has been serving our com-
munity in one form or another since 
1991 as a member of the Drayton 
Valley/Brazeau County Fire depart-
ment and as an Auxiliary Constable 
with the local RCMP, assisting gen-
eral duty officers.

Shymansky started assisting police as 
a part of the Citizens on Patrol pro-
gram, volunteering his time patrolling 
in his personal vehicle, being an extra 
set of eyes and ears for the RCMP 
and reporting any suspicious activity 
and any crimes that were in progress. 
He too has volunteered thousands of 
hours as an Auxiliary Constable.

You can also see the way the CPOs 
love and serve their communities by 
the way they interact with people. As 
part of the same shift with Shyman-
sky that the Brazeau County News 
tagged along on, he stops in to follow 
up on a complaint of three vehicles 
in a County ditch. He gently reminds 
the landowner that the vehicles are 
to be removed. The landowner says 
she and her partner hadn’t been able 
to remove them yet, and her partner 
is away with the keys. They’ve been 
busy working to clear their trees and 
brush on their new acreage.

“I hear you,” Shymansky tells her. 
“I’ve been working on my acreage 
for two-and-a-half-years and there’s 
still things to do.”

Back in his vehicle, Shymansky calls 
the person who complained about 
the cars and lets her know he’s 
touched base with the vehicle own-
ers on the matter. The concerned 
resident is grateful to be updated, 
even if the cars won’t be removed 
right away.

That’s two landowners satisfied that 
their concerns are being addressed 
and that they are being treated fairly 
and respectfully. 

 “This is my office,” Shymansky says, 
gesturing across the windshield as 
he drives back toward the Brazeau 
County Administration Building as 
the ridealong ends. The hours of 
patrolling can be lonely, and both 
CPOs have their share of road sto-
ries about dangerous driving and dan-
gerous situations (“you don’t know 
who you’re pulling over”). But in the 
end, each mile in the patrol vehicle 
is rewarding. 

“I enjoy helping people,” Shymansky 
says. “I had positive experiences with 
law enforcement as a kid, and I want 
to continue that tradition.”

“I feel that giving back to your com-
munity in which you live is extremely 
important,” Goodman says. “My path 
is in Emergency Services, keeping our 
residents a little safer is very reward-
ing for me and I wouldn’t have it any 
other way.”

Brazeau County Community 
Peace Officers are here to serve. 

Anyone with questions can 
reach them, as well as Direc-
tor of Community Services Lee 
Chambers, at 780-542-7777. 
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The Seniors Home Adaptation Repair Program (SHARP), 
offered through the Government of Alberta, provides 
low-interest home equity loans for home repairs, adap-
tations and renovations that help seniors:

• Remain independent in their homes;

• Be safe in their homes;

• Adapt and modify their homes to improve accessi-
bility and mobility;

• Improve the energy efficiency of their homes.

You may be eligible for a loan if your total combined 
income is less than $75,000 on your most recent tax 
return. If you qualify for a loan you do not need to make 
monthly repayments. You repay the loan when you sell 
your home, move, or sooner if you choose, without pen-
alty. If you are a lower-income senior who is not eligible 
for a loan you may be considered for a grant.

In order to qualify for the program, you must be 65 years 
of age or older and listed as a registered owner of a res-
idential property in a Land Titles Office. You must be a 
Canadian citizen and an Alberta resident. Only primary 
residences are eligible. Second homes such as summer 
homes, rental properties and commercial properties are 
not eligible for SHARP. 

Please note, this is not a Brazeau 
County program. For more infor-
mation, please contact the Alberta 
Supports Contact Centre at 1-877-
644-9992, select Seniors Benefit 
in the menu and inquire about 
the Seniors Home Adaptation and 
Repair Program. 

Examples of Loan Eligible Home Repairs, Adaptations and/or  
Renovations include (but are not limited to):

• Basement development

• Bath lift

• Bathroom Adaptation/Repair

• Carpet Replacement

• Ceilings

• Chimney Repair/Replacement

• Cistern

• Door Widening

• Doors – Exterior/Interior

• Drywall

• Electrical Repair

• Entryway Modification

• Flooring

• Foundation

• Furnace

• Hallway Modification

• Hand Rail

• Heating System

• Hot Water Tank

• House Roof

• Insulation

• Kitchen Adaptation/Repair

• Plumbing

• Porch Lift

• Ramps

• Sewer/Septic Tank

• Sidewalk

• Stair Lift

• Structural Rail

• Threshold Ramp

• Toilet

• Walk in Shower/Tub

• Window

Provincial Funding Available for Seniors:

Seniors Home Adaptation and Repair Program
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Brazeau County is grateful to all the ven-
dors, speakers, volunteers, and of course, 
our residents for a great Eco-Fair on June 
23rd to launch the Municipal Energy Effi-
ciency Rebate Program and celebrate eco-
friendly products, educational opportunities, 
innovative technologies, energy efficiencies 
and sustainable living.

The Eco-Fair may be over, but you can still take 
advantage of great savings on eco-friendly 
products through the County’s rebate program.  
 
Visit: www.brazeau.ab.ca/energyrebates  
for details.

Brazeau County 

This page: Off The Wall Construction brought a  
model to explain their super efficient strawbale  

wrapped home technique. 

BioComposites Group was on hand to  
explain the benefits of hemp.   

Opposite (clockwise): Brazeau County Councillors and staff 
hand out information about rebate programs. 

A chance to see what calls a pond home was taken 
advantage of by young visitors. 

Smaller is more efficient, the Pocket House  
booth was a popular stop. 

Solar panel financing was promoted by ATB Financial.

eco-fair
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Do you have a local bus iness that you ' d l ik e  
to share w ith us?  

We invite you to the 

UNVEILING CELEBRATION
of the Breton phase of the 

Brazeau County Solar Project

July 23, 2018 | 11 a.m. 
Breton Fire Hall,  5620 47 Street, Breton

Please join us as we 
celebrate the solar project 
in Breton!
*Unveiling at 11 a.m.
*Lunch at 12 p.m.

Guest Speakers Include: Honourable Brian Mason, Minister of Transportation;  
Honourable Shannon Phillips, Minister of Environment; Honourable Mark Smith, MLA Drayton 

Valley-Devon & Reeve Bart Guyon, Brazeau County

Send us your photos and a few lines and 
we will take it from there and develop a 
story that you can utilize to promote your 
business! 

Let’s spotlight your business and the 
many valued contributions you make to 
our local economy!

Email Wanda at: 
wcompton@brazeau.ab.ca  

New logo? 

New service?
Sh

op Local
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s a v e t h e d a t e   •   w o m e n i n b u s i n e s s  c o n f e r e n c e

October 12 and 13, 2018

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
OR TO REGISTER,  V IS IT :
WWW.BRAZEAU.AB.CA

OR CALL :
780-542-7777

Clean Energy Technology 
Centre (CETC), Drayton Valley

Join us Friday evening for 
a Vendor Marketplace and 
Wine & Cheese Opening 
Reception. Followed by a 
full day of breakout sessions, 
networking, and Celebration 
of Success Awards Gala on 
Saturday.
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The entire community is invited to see the incredible 
craftsmanship and aerial artistry of model aeronautics 
club members from across the province in August.

The Valley Model Aeronautics Club will host its 16th 
Annual Fun Fly August 10th, 11th, and 12th from 10 
a.m. to dusk at its field and clubhouse, 11 kilometres 
north of Drayton Valley on the east side of Highway 22.

“Watching the planes fly is pretty spectacular,” says Valley 
Model Aeronautics Club safety co-ordinator and instruc-
tor Brian Tucker. “They can do things real planes can’t do, 
like dip into a pond, and keep flying. They will be tum-
bling and twisting their planes in the air.”

The model planes aren’t the ones you can fit in your 
hand that you played with as a kid. Tucker has several 
crafted scale models of real airplanes, including a one-
fifth scale P-47 Thunderbolt with a wingspan of nearly 
nine feet. It took Tucker a year to build, and you can see 
why: the plane was recreated faithfully, from the landing 
gear down to the location and appearance of each rivet. 
Even the smaller planes have wingspans of about six feet.

The planes are controlled with sophisticated radios that 
are calibrated to a plane’s exact specifications, and attend-
ees at the Fun Fly can ask for their own chance to con-
trol a plane.

“We use a buddy system, where the instructor and the 
student each have one radio,” Tucker says. “The instruc-
tor will take off, and the student can control the plane in 
the air. For the instructor to take over again, he just has 
to flip a switch on his radio.” 

Tucker, who has been a model plane enthusiast for nearly 
40 years and who has a real-life private pilot’s license, 
says all of the 15 or so people in the Club welcome the 
chance to show off their planes and explain how they 
work (some are electric, some are nitro-powered). Model 
aeronautics enthusiasts from across Alberta and north-
ern B.C. are expected to attend.

“Ask around, and people will talk with you, explain what 
they’re doing,” Tucker says. “Come on out and ask ques-
tions – we’d love to have more people interested.”

The Fun Fly runs from 10 a.m. to dusk August 10-12. 
Admission is free, and camping is available. There 
will be a potluck supper on the Saturday night. Bring 
your own meat, as barbecues will be available. 

For more information, contact Brian Tucker at 
780-621-0026 bdtucker@telusplanet.net or Sec-
retary-treasurer Ken Mashon at 780-898-3894 
kmashon@telusplanet.net.

FUN FLY takes off once again!
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Recreation  
Improvements

Violet Grove Playground  
Replacement - 2017/2018 
Thanks to the Violet Grove Community  
Association, Brazeau County, and the Com-
munity Facility Enhancement Program (CFEP), 
the Violet Grove Community features a new 
playground. Brazeau County contributed 50% 
funding in the amount of $71,122.51 towards 
the playground, which was matched by a grant 
from CFEP.

Willey West Campground  
- Electrical Upgrades - 2017/2018  
- Merry Go Round - 2018
Brazeau County added 30 amp power to 40 
campsites at Willey West Campground, for a 
total investment of $218,526. The electrical 
upgrades will enhance the recreational value 
for campers. Brazeau County also replaced the 
merry-go-round at Willey West at an  
investment of $12,500.

Sardine Lake Dock - 2018
Brazeau County allocated $20,400 towards the 
purchase of a seasonal dock at Sardine Lake to 
improve recreational access to the lake. The 
Alberta Conservation Association contributed 
$7,500 to the project.
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How can a barbeque fight crime?

Family and Community  
S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s

Drayton Valley & District

Throwing a block party is a fun and easy way to help you get to know your neighbours. Research 
shows that communities have lower crime rates when neighbours know and care about each other. 
So take a step to building a safer community and hold a Block Party!

Family and Community 
support Services (FCSS)

• Involve local businesses  
and residents.

• Invite people you know and  
people you don't.

• Make it an event that welcomes 
families and singles, young and old, 
newcomers and old-timers.

• Ask your community leaders and police offi-
cers to come and mingle.

• Most of all, create an event that feels like the 
neighbourhood you want to have.

Reach out and grill something!

FCSS will provide up to $150.00 to help with the purchase of supplies 
for all approved Block Parties.

If you are interested in holding a Block Party, please contact Britnie at 
780-514-2206. If you live in Brazeau County, email the Drayton Valley 
Rural Crime Watch Association at dvruralcrimewatch@gmail.com about 
Block Parties that are scheduled for your areas.

RURAL 
CRIME 
WATCH 
AREA

Block parties
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Doors open at 5:30  
Food served from 6:00 to 7:30 

Join  us  fo r  a  …   
 COMMUNITY 

DINNER 
          AT  THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 5204 51  Ave.  

 
 PAY WHAT 
YOU CAN 

Or  
NOTHING 

AT ALL 

 



28          www.brazeau.ab.ca

Community 
Connection

Presents

Festival of Lights
Light Up Luncheon Light Up Gala Dinner

November 14, 2018
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Drayton Valley Legion
Featuring  Patricia Morgan

November 17, 2018
5:00 pm • MacKenzie Conference Centre
Featuring  comedian Ken Valgardson and 

Krissy Feniak & Friends

For tickets or more informaton, 
please contact Colleen Sekura 

780.621.4914

Funds raised support the 
“Connected to Care Campaign”

LET THE GAMES BEGIN!

Nerf 
Wars

Fridays, Saturdays & 
Sundays are 

OPEN FOR
PARTIES! 

 Only
$65/2 hours

Includes 
Omni 2 Lobby!

Please call 
780.514.2234 

to book!

It is highly 
recommended that 
participants bring their 
own protective equipment 
during play (eg: goggles, 
knee pads, helmets, etc.)  
 
Ages 10 and under must be  
accompanied by an adult.

Omniplex
5737 - 45 Avenue
Drayton Valley, AB
omnireception@draytonvalley.ca

Nerf/Foosball 
 

Spring Drop In Dates
May 12 & 13  .......10:00 am - 6:00 pm
May 18 & 21  .......10:00 am - 6:00 pm
June 1-12  ...........10:00 am - 9:00 pm

Summer Drop In Dates
JULY 4 - AUGUST 31 DROP IN 
Mon-Thurs ..........10:00 am - 9:00 pm 
                

                Ball Hockey
OPEN July 4 - 31 

10:00 am - 9:00 pm

Ball Hockey

Drop-In for only $500!person

No age restrictions for Nerf Wars or Foosball, however for 
Foosball must be minimum 30 inches tall in order to play! 
Equipment is available for use at the Omniplex Front Desk.
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If your non-profit organization would like us to include any 
information about your group, your upcoming events or announce-

ments, please forward your information to Ken  MacInnis at the 
Brazeau County Office.   

kmacinnis@brazeau.ab.ca  

Disclaimer: 
Brazeau County has the right to review, edit or reject submitted 

articles for inclusion into the Brazeau News. Content will be subject to 
space availability and appropriateness to the theme.

NOVEMBER 30 
  Cocktails - 6:00pm 

    Dinner - 7:00pm 
      Entertainment - 8:00pm 

        Dance To Follow 

DECEMBER 7 
Cocktails - 6:00pm 
Dinner - 7:00pm 
Entertainment  
& Dance 8:30pm 

NOV. 30 DEC. 7 Back By Popular Demand 
Bare ‘N Von Hair                 5 On The Side    

NOV. 30 

Another Bite  
Catering 

Three Knights  
Steakhouse & Pizza 

$60+gst/Person or $440+gst/Table of 8 

Both Evenings Include Wine For  
The Table & Drive Home Service 

DEC. 7 

& New Year’s Eve Party& New Year’s Eve Party& New Year’s Eve Party   
MacKenzie Conference Centre 

Ages 18+Ages 18+Ages 18+   

574557455745---45 Avenue45 Avenue45 Avenue   

Doors Open at 7:30pmDoors Open at 7:30pmDoors Open at 7:30pm   
Casino Play begins at 8pmCasino Play begins at 8pmCasino Play begins at 8pm   

Dance To Follow Dance To Follow Dance To Follow  

Tickets $50 EachTickets $50 EachTickets $50 Each   

Tickets Available For Purchase at Tickets Available For Purchase at Tickets Available For Purchase at    
Omniplex Front DeskOmniplex Front DeskOmniplex Front Desk 

Call 780.514.2233 Call 780.514.2233 Call 780.514.2233    
For More InfoFor More InfoFor More Info 

tickets 

Tel: 7805423113 

5056 50 Ave 
Drayton Valley 

 

 

 

♦ 24 Hour Residential Home 24 Hour Residential Home 24 Hour Residential Home 24 Hour Residential Home 
SupportSupportSupportSupport    

♦ Supported Independent Liv-Supported Independent Liv-Supported Independent Liv-Supported Independent Liv-
ing SILing SILing SILing SIL    

♦ Community Access SupportsCommunity Access SupportsCommunity Access SupportsCommunity Access Supports    

♦ Employment SupportsEmployment SupportsEmployment SupportsEmployment Supports    

♦ Respite  ServicesRespite  ServicesRespite  ServicesRespite  Services    

 

Striving to  make a 
difference in the lives of 

individuals with  

disabilities by respecting,  

honouring and celebrating  

the equality and abilities 
of all people 
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July Special Events
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Contact Names and Numbers
BRAZEAU COUNTY EMERGENCY ON CALL    780-542-8770

911

Brazeau County Office 780-542-7777 Public Works 780-542-7711

Fax Line                        780-542-7770 Community Peace Officers

Agriculture   780-542-7779 Steve Goodman 780-202-2271

Planning & Development  780-542-2667 Jesse Shymansky 780-202-0047

Brazeau Fire Services Other Numbers

Drayton Valley Fire Alarms 55+ Recreation Centre 780-542-4737

Breton Fire Alarms Alive 55 Program 780-514-2206

Lodgepole Fire Alarms Beehive Support Services 780-542-3113

Forest Fires 310-3473 Brazeau Senior’s Foundation 780-542-2712

Breton Food Bank 780-696-3669

Other Emergency Numbers Breton Library 780-696-3740

Alberta Highways 1-888-255-5554 David Thompson Regional Health 780-542-4415

Ambulance 911 Drayton Area Food Bank 780-514-3777

Animal Control                 780-514-0372 Drayton Valley Municipal Library 780-514-2228

Crime Stoppers 1-800-922-8477 FCSS Breton 780-696-3636

Distress Line 1-800-232-7288 FCSS Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Drayton Valley Hospital 780-542-5321 Meals on Wheels 780-542-3216

Poison Centre 1-800-332-1414 Omniplex 780-514-2234

Police 911 or 780-542-4456 Parent to Parent 780-621-2849

Sustainable Resources 780-542-6616 Park Valley Pool 780-514-2225

Rotary Children's Library 780-514-2528

Brand Inspector 403-780-6202 Town of Drayton Valley 780-514-2200

Terry Hjelmeland or 403-704-5418 Village of Breton 780-696-3636

Community Association Contacts

Berrymoor Centre 780-542-4561

Buck Creek Community Association 780-234-5443

Carnwood Country Hall Society 780-542-2378

Cynthia Rec Centre 780-542-9732

Easyford Community Hall 780-898-8385

Funnell Community Association 780-696-3957

780-241-3957

Lindale Community Association 780-621-0678

Lodgepole Recreation Society 780-894-3520

New Moose Hill Community Club 780-696-2109

Rocky Rapids Community League 780-542-5923

Violet Grove Community Club 780-542-7864

Whitby Community League 780-542-2729
www.whitbyhall.ca

Brazeau County  
Box 77, 7401 Twp Rd 494 
Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A 1R1 
Phone: 780-542-7777  Fax: 780-542-7770

Transfer Station Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Violet Grove 9 - 7 9 -7 9 -5

Easyford 1 - 6 9 - 6 9 -5

Lindale 9 - 6 9 -5

Buck Creek 2 - 7 9 - 6 9 -5

Rocky Rapids 4 - 8 8:30 - 6 9 -5

Cynthia 11 - 6 9 -5

Breton 9 - 2 9 - 6 9 -5

Lodgepole 11 - 8 9 -5

Transfer Station Hours


