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Greetings from the Brazeau County 

Agricultural Division
Chairman’s Greetings

Autumn is upon us after a hectic summer.  

The Brazeau County Agricultural Service Board members 
attended the summer tour in Newell County, and were 
amazed at the innovations created by some Alberta farmers.

Currently the board is reviewing agricultural policies and 
will continue this throughout the winter months.  On 
November 6, 2014, ASB boards from the Northwest part 
of Alberta will be meeting to discuss resolutions brought 
forward by municipalities that are asking for changes to 
various legislations to better our agricultural industry.  The 
Brazeau County ASB is proposing a resolution to allow for 
compensation for horse owners when horses are lost due to 
predators like: wolves, bears, cougars and eagles.

Feel free to contact the following board members or 
contact the Agricultural Fieldman for more information 
on the process for bringing forward concerns affecting the 
Agricultural industry in Brazeau County.

Sincerely,

Allan Goddard
Agricultural Service Board Chairman

Agricultural Fieldman Greetings

The warm and demanding summer has passed and the 
diligent summer students gone until next year.  With the 
mowing complete, weeds dead until next spring, we now 
transition into the autumn and winter seasons.  The ASB and 
the Agricultural Division staff will be busy completing and 
presenting the 2015 budget, reviewing Agricultural Policies, 
attending training courses, writing resolutions, planning 
workshops and continuing to arrange feed and soil sampling.
We hope that this issue of the newsletter will assist you in 
providing relevant information for living with wildlife and 
what you can do to avoid any conflict with nature.

We look forward to your feedback and questions about 
programs; please contact Brazeau County Administration 
Office at 780-542-7777 to discuss.

Sincerely,

Lisa Rabel
 Agricultural Fieldman

Allan Goddard, Chairman
Duane Movald, Vice-Chairman
Kara Westerlund, Councillor
Rita Moir, Councillor
Charlie Martin, Member-at-Large
Heather Anderson, Member-at-Large
Randy Robb, Member-at-Large

Brazeau County 
Agricultural 
Service Board
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Box 77 7401 Twp Rd 494
Drayton Valley Ab T7A 1R1

tel: 780-542-7777
fax: 780-542-7770
www.brazeau.ab.ca

Staff Contacts:

Lisa Rabel  
Agricultural Fieldman   
lrabel@brazeau.ab.ca

Tara McGinn  
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman 
tmcginn@brazeau.ab.ca

Barbara Chenier  
Community Services Administrative Assistant 
bchenier@brazeau.ab.ca

Or contact the Brazeau County Administration office at 
780-542-7777. 

Agricultural 
Division -
Who We Are

The ongoing activity of Brazeau County Agricultural 
Division is to encourage production, profitability and 
sustainability of the agricultural industry in Brazeau 

County through information and program support.

The implementation of agricultural policies and the 
obligations of enforcement are specified under various 
Government of Alberta Acts including:

• Agricultural Service Board Act
• Agricultural Pests Act
• Soil Conservation Act
• Weed Control Act
 
Direction is provided by the Brazeau County Agricultural 
Service Board on the development of programs.
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My name is Charlie Martin and with my wife 
Judy, we run a hay and grain operation in Ber-
rymoor. After over forty years in the sour gas 
industry I retired to the farm. 

To update in the agricultural industry, I joined the Agricul-
tural Service Board for Brazeau County and the board for the 
Warburg Seed Cleaning Co-op.

Both boards have taught me a lot, plus it has been an enjoy-
able journey. The position with the Warburg Seed Cleaning 
Co-op board has lead the way to the position on the provin-
cial board for the Association of Alberta Co-op Seed Clean-
ing Plants Ltd. Zone 6 representative. The Zone 6 area runs 
from Warburg in the south, to Boyle in the north.

Fusarium and UPOV91 are a couple of concerns that we 
have to find our way around and this will be a hard path for 
all to follow.

As the zone representative, one has to set up the yearly 
inspections of all the plants in his area. These inspections are 
set up with the cooperation of the County’s that each plant 
are located within, and most happen after harvest . These 
inspections are very detailed as the entire operation has to be 
checked.

For conversations on this and more you are able to contact 
me at home (780) 542-4561, cell (780) 542-1834 or just 
send a note to nitramfarm@xplornet.com

Charlie MartinMember at Large



Fall means agricultural equipment on rural roads 
and highways; we are all well advised to take extra 
precautions when we encounter them on our travels. 
Driving safely is in everyone’s best interest. Farmers 

use a variety of machinery for various agricultural operations. 
Today’s farmer may have fields in several locations, resulting 

Watch for 
agricultural 
equipment 
on roads & 
highways

in having to cross public roads with large machinery. Being 
safety minded is the best insurance against risk. According to 
Canadian Agriculture Injury Surveillance, 13 percent of farm-
related fatalities are traffic related. Typical circumstances of 
a collision involving farm equipment are left-turn collisions, 
rear-end collisions and passing collisions. Enjoy the drive! 
Following a farm vehicle usually takes just a few minutes. 
Don’t let frustration lead you to make a decision that may 
cause you and others harm.

Defensive driving tips for motorists

•  Be alert. Watch for farm vehicles on rural roads, especially 
at harvest.

•  Keep your distance. Stay at least 15 metres or five car 
lengths back.

•  Slow down. As soon as you see a slow-moving vehicle, 
slow down immediately.

•  Be patient. Don’t pass until the road is clear of traffic and 
you are positive it is safe to pass.

•  Make sure you’re clear. When passing, make sure you can 
see the farm vehicle in your rear-view mirror before you 
change back into the right lane.



H
ave you had your well water tested in 
the last two years? Have old unused 
wells on your property been properly 
sealed and decommissioned? Have you 
ever shock chlorinated your well? Do 
you know the age and depth of your 
well, or how it was constructed?

According to Alberta water specialist Ken Williamson, if you 
answered no to any of these questions, your groundwater 
supply could be at risk. Despite the fact that 450,000 
Albertans rely on groundwater for household use, few know 
that proper water well construction, siting, and maintenance 
can help protect your well from contamination.

To ensure the safety of your water well, you should also 
know how far your septic system is from your well. Septic 
tanks should be regularly pumped and inspected. You should 
also disinfect your well on a regular basis.

It is also important to regularly test and document the quality 
and quantity of water from your well.  By keeping good 
records you can see how water quality and well performance 
has changed over time.  Proper well maintenance and 
operation can save you costly repairs and ensure your well 
water yields are sustained over many years. 

Working Well 
Workshop 
is coming to 
Brazeau County 

Do you know how safe 
your Well water is?

An Informative water well 
management workshop 
to help residents protect 
their water wells.

If you’d like to find out if your groundwater is at risk, and 
learn what you can do to protect your well, attend a free 
water well management workshop being hosted by and 
presented by the Working Well Program, with technical 
expertise from Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development, 
and Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource 
Development. This hands-on, informative workshop is 
designed to help water well owners better understand and 
manage their precious groundwater supplies. 

Backgrounder
Protecting Your Water Well

A misunderstood resource

Despite its importance, many Albertans give little thought to 
groundwater and where it comes from. It is a common belief 
that groundwater comes from fast flowing underground 
rivers and lakes. This is not true. Groundwater is the water 
that fills the cracks and spaces between soil particles, 
sand grains and rock. An aquifer is simply a water-bearing 
zone in the ground where there are interconnected cracks 
and spaces (e.g. sand, gravel or fractured shale) that allow 
groundwater to move freely.



It is also a little known fact that groundwater and surface 
water are connected. In some areas groundwater can be a 
source of recharge for streams, lakes and dugouts. In other 
areas water from rivers, lakes, snowmelt and rain seeps 
into the ground, where it trickles downward until it reaches 
the water table. The water table is the point at which the 
ground is completely saturated with water. Below the water 
table, the spaces between every grain of soil and rock are 
completely filled with water.

Water, the great ‘dissolver’

Water is the world’s greatest solvent: it tries to dissolve 
everything it comes in contact with. This means manure, 
pesticides and fertilizers over-applied to lawns and fields can 
be carried by rain or snowmelt seeping down through the 
soil to the water table. Sewage from poorly maintained septic 
systems or spilled and improperly disposed-of chemicals can 
similarly seep into groundwater.  

If you have highly permeable soils on your land, such as 
sand or gravel, your groundwater could be at higher risk, 
because these soils are poor filters. Having abandoned or 
poorly constructed or infrequently maintained wells on your 
property is even more risky because such structures could be 

draining surface water and everything it carries directly into 
your aquifer. The water well management workshop offers all 
the information you need to protect and maintain your well.

For more information on water well maintenance contact:  
The Ag-Info Centre Toll free in Alberta: 780-310-FARM 
(3276) 

For more information about the Working Well workshop 
coming in 2015, contact: 

Tara McGinn
Email: tmcginn@brazeau.ab.ca
Phone: (780) 542-7777



Wildlife 
Brazeau
County

in 

living the 



County

Brazeau County is known for not only the very 
prosperous oil and gas industry, but for its huge 
outdoor playground!  

This large expanse of green space is ideal for those 
individuals who enjoy outdoor activities such as 
hunting, fishing, hiking, quading, and snowmobiling, 
cross country skiing and living in the fresh air of 
the rural areas.  But while we all enjoy this land in 
different ways, one thing in common is that we share 
this land with many species of wildlife. 

Wildlife such as bears, cougars, wolves and coyotes 
have a purpose in our ecosystems.  They are the 
predators that manage the deer, elk and small rodent 
populations that can damage and destroy farmers hay 
and grain stores.  But while these predators have a 
positive place in the area, there can be conflicts with 
landowners and farmers as well.

Proper maintenance and prevention is key to avoiding 
these conflicts.  The following articles on these species 
of wildlife will assist you in avoiding conflict with the 
animals we share the land with.

Please call the Agricultural Division at 780-542-7777 
if you have further questions.

Getting along with our wild 
neighbours is easy when you 
follow a few guidelines
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•  Never leave food out for wildlife. 

•   Always keep your garbage in a garage or in a bear-
resistant container until it can be removed from your 
property. 

•   Remove bird feeders from your yard between April and 
October. Clean up spilled bird seed regularly. 

•  Store pet food indoors and bring in pet dishes overnight. 

•  Thoroughly clean barbecues after each use and store them in a garage.  

•  Cover compost piles with soil or lime or use indoor compost. 

•   Ensure that all fruit and berries are removed from trees and shrubs as early as 
possible. 

•  Talk to your neighbours about being BearSmart at home.

If there’s a bear in your community, call the nearest Fish and Wildlife office at 310-0000 
or after business hours, the Report a Poacher line at 1-800-642-3800.

Be BearSmart 
at Home
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Taking a few simple steps can help you to prevent 
conflict with cougars and other wildlife species.

Avoid attracting wildlife, especially deer, onto your 
property.

• Never feed wildlife or leave out salt licks for deer. 

•  Keep garbage in containers with tight-fitting lids and clean up spillage 
from bird feeders. 

• Don’t leave pet food outside.

Help keep your children safe.

•  Children should play outside only during daylight hours, with adult 
supervision and away from heavily-wooded areas. Be sure they don’t wander 
away from the group. 

•  Remind your children that if they see a cougar, they should not turn their backs, 
run away or show fear by screaming. 

• Play areas should be set up in open spaces, away from trees and wooded areas.

Protect your pets.

• Ensure outdoor animal enclosures are secure and closed across the top. 

• Don’t let your cats or dogs roam free. Supervise pets when they’re outside. 

•  Walk your dogs during the day and avoid off-trail areas with thick vegetation. 

Don’t provide cougars with shelter.

• Trim shrubs and low tree branches along driveways and walkways. 

• Close off spaces under decks and buildings. 

• Have good lighting in your yard, including motion detector lights.

If there’s a cougar in your community, call the nearest Fish and Wildlife office at 310-0000 or after 
business hours, the Report a Poacher line at 1-800-642-3800.

Preventing Conflict 
with Cougars



Coyotes
Some people believe that eliminating coyotes is the solution. Trapping 

has proven ineffective because coyotes are clever enough to avoid 
traps, and poisoning or other methods pose risks to other animals 
and children. Removing coyotes creates room for others and the 
population may actually increase in response.

Actions you can take to avoid attracting coyotes to your neighbourhood: 

•   Dispose of garbage and compost materials in animal-proof containers that have secure lids, or 
place them in an area that is inaccessible to coyotes. 

• Take your garbage out only on collection day. 

•  Keep a clean backyard. Remove seeds, meat, suet for birds and fallen fruit. These are attractive 
food items and they can attract mice and squirrels, which are also prey for coyotes. 

•  Avoid leaving pet food outside. 

•  Pick up dog feces and be aware that dog urine may also 
attract coyotes. 

•  Keep your cat indoors. 

•   Walk your dog on a short leash, 
particularly in areas used by coyotes. 

Fish and Wildlife staff continues 
to work with municipalities to 
address public concerns. For 
more information, please contact 
Brazeau County office at (780) 
542-7777 or call the nearest Fish 
and Wildlife office at 310-0000 or 
after business hours, the Report a 
Poacher line at 1-800-642-3800.
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November 15, 2014
Mackenzie Conference Centre

Hosted by the Drayton Valley and 
District Agricultural Society. 

This is an evening of awards 
recognizing agriculture producers, 
enriched with great food and dancing.

Please contact Colleen Schoeninger at  
780-621-0009 or by email at 
dvagsocietyinfo@gmail.com for tickets.

andDenim
Guitars

mailto:dvagsocietyinfo@gmail.com


The Canadian Institute of Forestry will be presenting an e-lecture series. 
 

Lots about Woodlots, The Tree-Ple Threat: Economics, 
Environments and Social-Cultural Evolution 

October 22, 2014. 

Agroforestry specialists from Alberta will be discussing the role of woodlots in 
forestry and agriculture in Alberta. Speakers include Toso Bozic, agroforestry/
bioenergy specialist at Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development and Jeff 
Renton, project manager, Agroforestry and Woodlot Extension Society. 
 
This lecture is free. 

Your consideration of CIF/IFC membership would be appreciated. 

To register visit:  www.cif-ifc.org/e-lectures/

Want to learn more?

http://www.cif-ifc.org/e-lectures/


WE NEED 
YOUR INPUT

Call 780-898-7275 for more information.

Do you have a vision for the future of 
recreation and open space management 
in Brazeau County?

Dudley’s Outdoor Escape, 

Municipal Library, 

Lorne’s Small Engine,  

Family and Community Support Services Office, 

Drayton Valley Golf Course

Breton Golf Course

Fill out a survey online at: www.epbrparkscouncil.org
Or pick one up from any of these locations:

Brazeau County Office,  

Brazeau Regional Tourism Office, 

Hon. Diana McQueen’s Office,  

Parks Council Office, 

Omniplex,  

Willey West Camp-ground,  

Canadian Tire, 



Cattle Squeeze
Corral Panels
Bale Scale
Cattle Scale
Loading Chute
Tipping Tables (left/right)

Brillion Seeder
Hand Grass Seeder
Soil Sampler
Feed Probe
Bran Bait Applicator
Gallagher HR3 Tag Reader
  
Traps
Skunk Trap
Porcupine Trap
Squirrel Trap
  
Spray Equipment
ATV 10 Gal. Sprayer
Backpack 4 Gal. Sprayer
Pasture 300 Gal. Sprayer 
(boomless nozzles-clevis hitch)

  
Signage
Smoke Signs
Cattle Drive Signs
Agricultural Haul Route Signs

$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$100.00
$250.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
  
 

$150.00
$150.00
$110.00

$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$80.00/day
No Charge
No Charge
No Charge
$15.00/day
$25.00/day
  

$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
  
  
$25.00/day
$5.00/day
$35.00/day
  
 

No Charge
No Charge
No Charge

From cattle squeezes and corral panels to skunk traps and pesticide sprayers, if 
you need it, we may have it.  Contact the Brazeau County office at 780-542-7777 
for additional information or to reserve and rent.

Brazeau County Equipment Rentals

Eq u i p m E n t RE n ta l  FE E DamagE DEposit


