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Greetings from the Brazeau County 

s spring approaches we at the Agricultural 
Division hope you are in good health and 
your larders full!

This newsletter is intended to provide information 
about the agricultural programs administered by 
Brazeau County Agricultural Division, which is a 
vital element of the Community Services Depart-
ment. Our intent for the first issue is to describe 
the services available to you the County resident. 
The second issue, available in June, will provide 
relevant information about emergent pest and 
disease issues, how to properly mix pesticides and 
our favorite topic - weeds to watch for! The funding 
for this newsletter was granted to Brazeau County 
Agricultural Division through the Alberta Agricul-
ture & Rural Development Environmental Stream 
Funding program. 

We look forward to your feedback and questions 
about programs; please call the Brazeau County 
Administration office at 780-542-7777.

Lisa Rabel 
Agricultural Fieldman

Who We Are 
The ongoing objective of Brazeau 
County Agricultural Division is to 
encourage production, profitability 
and sustainability of the agricultural 
industry in Brazeau County through 
information and program support.
The implementation of agricultural 
policies and the obligations of 
enforcement are specified under 
various Government of Alberta Acts 
including: 

➢  Agricultural Service Board Act
➢  Agricultural Pests Act
➢  Soil Conservation Act
➢  Weed Control Act

Direction is provided by the 
Brazeau County Agricultural 
Service Board on the development 
of programs. 

Staff Contacts:

Lisa Rabel
Agricultural Fieldman   
lrabel@brazeau.ab.ca

Tara McGinn
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman  
tmcginn@brazeau.ab.ca

Barbara Chenier
Community Services Administrative 
Assistant
bchenier@brazeau.ab.ca

Or contact the Brazeau County 
Administration office at 
780-542-7777. 

Agricultural Division



gricultural Service BoardS (aSB) are unique to North 
America.  They are special committees appointed by the 
local municipal council to address agricultural concerns 
in their communities.  They can be comprised of any 

combination of public or private individuals who develop policies 
for the local agricultural sector.  The provincial government, 
through Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development (ARD), partners 
with these boards in many ways to ensure we collectively maintain 
and improve agricultural production.

The Agricultural Service Board Act describes the legislated 
authority and roles of ASB’s in Alberta.  The following duties and 
responsibilities of the Agricultural Service Board Act will apply:

•   To act as an advisory body, and to assist the council and the 
Minister of Agriculture in matters of mutual concerns.

•  To advise on and to help organize and direct weed and pest 
control, soil and water conservation programs under Provincial 
legislation.

•  ASB’s are responsible for enforcing the Weed Control Act; 
Agricultural Pests Act; Soil Conservation Act.

•  To assist in the control of livestock disease under the Animal 
Health Act and Regulations.

•  To promote, enhance and protect viable and sustainable 
agriculture with a view to improving the economic viability of the 
agricultural producer.

•  To promote and develop agricultural policies to meet the needs of 
the Municipality.

While the Agricultural Service Board Act states the specific 
duties and responsibilities of the local ASB, the overall purpose 
is to improve and maintain agricultural production, improve the 
economic welfare of the farmer and act as an advisory body to 
Municipal and Provincial governments. 

The Brazeau County Agricultural Service Board  works hard to meet 
the above duties.  

What is the 
Agricultural Service Board?

A



To better inform residents of who’s helping 
represent your interests to the County on 
important agricultural issues, we are pleased to 
introduce to you this year’s Agricultural Service 
Board members.

Charlie Martin
Tara McGinn

Duane Movald
Lisa Rabel
Rita Moir

Kara Westerlund
Randy Robb

Heather Anderson
Allan Goddard

Member-at-Large
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman
Vice-Chairman
Agricultural Fieldman
Councillor, Division 2
Councillor, Division 4 
Member-at-Large
Member-at-Large
Chairman

Pictured from left to right



Allan Goddard  Chairman
Allan was born and raised in the Carnwood area, and now resides on the family farm.  His interests in the 
agriculture industry are to run the family cow/calf operation and the research that is being done at the University 
of Alberta Breton Plots.  He joined the ASB board to use his experience and knowledge of the agriculture 
business to develop policies in this area to improve the industry.  While on the ASB, Allan hopes to see relevant 
services implemented in this area, such as: rural issues on farms/acreages.

Kara Westerlund  Councillor, Division 4
Councillor Westerlund grew up on a farm in Brazeau County and spent over 10 years involved in the 4-H 
program with horse projects.  Kara hopes to learn more about our local agriculture industry and work with both 
members and landowners to have effective policies and to continue to move forward in a productive and positive 
manner.  Being new to the board, she is very excited to work and learn from this team and the local experts.

Rita Moir  Councillor, Division 2
Councillor Moir was voted in at the 2013 fall election, and is new to this role. She joined this board to gain a 
cross section of knowledge from the different committees and boards, and to understand what the ASB governs 
and the responsibilities it carries.  Her goal is to have a greater knowledge base to become a more effective 
councillor.

Duane Movald  Member-at-Large
Duane is a new member to the ASB this year.  He lives near Breton and has a cow/calf operation, as well as 
being a custom herbicide applicator.  Duane joined the ASB to become more involved, and to bring his ideas 
and suggestions to the table to help promote agriculture and ensure it is competitive in Brazeau County.  He also 
has interests in and would like to learn more about horticulture and marketing.

Heather Anderson  Member-at-Large
Heather is a horse owner and breeder who resides in the Carnwood area.  She joined the ASB to provide an 
opportunity to utilize her skills and interests to benefit the community, the County and its ratepayers.  Heather 
has a deep rooted connection to agriculture, for it is an industry that affects both her personal and business 
life.  Heather’s concerns regarding the agriculture industry are the impacts to the private and family farms  from 
industrial and corporate/foreign/government regulated development and farmers allowing the loss of freedom to 
“own their own food”.  She also stresses the importance of public education on the future of the food industry 
and how it will impact their lives.

Charlie Martin  Member-at-Large
Charlie lives in the Berrymoor area and joined the ASB to learn about the changes coming in the near future, and 
to help spread the good news for the agriculture industry.  Also to try to explain the farmers/ranchers view, as we 
do have some good operators out there. His interests in the agriculture industry include: soils, weeds, fertility, 
crop rotations and new methods to improve the production on grey wooded soils. He would also like to see 
more emphasis on finding a better use of the water resource that we all need.  While Charlie is on the board, he 
hopes to help fellow farms with concerns and issues that can come up when dealing with oil companies.

Randy Robb  Member-at-Large
Randy lives in the Berrymoor area and has a cow/calf operation as well as grain farming.  Randy also wanted to 
find out what new technologies were up and coming and to work with others on new policies that will effect 
up coming farmers.   His interests in the agriculture industry include, raising cattle and growing various types of 
grains.  Randy would like to see fewer regulations, which would lower production costs so that the producers 
can make a profit.



T
he Agricultural Division works towards 
supplying residents with current information 
about pest and disease, how to deal with the 
pest or disease and to ensure compliance with 
the Alberta Pest Control Act. Municipalities 

are given the authority under the Alberta Pest Control 
Act by the Government of Alberta, to inspect and 
enforce pest and nuisance vertebrates and diseases. 
Pest inspectors, which are appointed by Council, are 
responsible for inspecting canola crops for Clubroot, 
Grasshopper surveying, Fusarium Head Blight 
surveying and other complaint based inspections for 

Control Program
Pest 

pests. The overall objective of Brazeau County is to 
carry out a Pest Control Program, to prevent the spread 
and establishment of pests on public and private lands. 

Throughout the course of a year, various pests and 
disease are active and dormant requiring vigilant 
practices. Crop diseases and pests are vigorous during 
the summer months, whereas predator problems can 
be at a heightened state during the winter months. In 
order to assist, we provide educational materials and 
training opportunities, rental equipment for problem 
wildlife and pest and disease surveying. 



C lubroot (Plasmodiaphora brassicae) is a 
fungus that causes galls to form on roots of 
susceptible plants, impacting cruciferous 
crops such as canola, cabbage, radishes, 

and rutabaga’s. The galls restrict water and nutrients 
from moving through the plant, thereby affecting 
the growth and yield. Symptoms of Clubroot are the 
club shaped galls on the roots along with wilting and 
premature ripening of the plant. The spores from the 
fungus are easily transportable and can live in soil for 
up to 20 years. 
 
Clubroot is a declared Pest under the Alberta 
Agricultural Pest Act (APA), which is a Provincial 
statute. Alberta Agriculture & Rural Development 
legislation enacts municipalities to appoint Agricultural 
Pest Inspectors who perform inspections throughout 
the growing season.   Brazeau County Agricultural 
Pest Inspectors have not found Clubroot to date, 
but neighboring municipalities have confirmed 
infestations. Our goal is to prevent this disease from 
entering Brazeau County.  
 
Prevention is the best strategy, as there is no cure 
for Clubroot. Following the below best management 
practices is key in preventing Clubroot from being 
introduced to your soil. 

Crop Rotation 
A long rotation between canola crops (1 in 4 
years) is the single most important preventative 
measure. Fields that have Clubroot have a history 
of short Canola rotations (1 in 2 years). 

1

2Equipment Sanitation 
When moving from field to field, clean dirt from 
equipment including tires.  

3Infested Areas 
Avoid buying hay or straw from regions where 
Clubroot is known to occur or suspected. 
Straw or hay could be carrying soil and the 
Clubroot fungus.

CLubRoot

“Our goal is to prevent 
this disease from entering 

Brazeau County.”  



FUSARIUM 



FUSARIUM 
HeAd blIgHt

Don’t let this dangerous fungus 
sneak into your fields

Fusarium Head Blight (FHB), caused by Fusarium 
graminearum and/or several other Fusarium species, is 
a serious fungal disease. This fungus causes significant 
losses in grain yield and grain quality, while also resulting 

in the production of mycotoxins that affect livestock feed, 
the baking and milling quality of wheat and the malting and 
brewing qualities of malt barley. 

The main pathogen that causes 
FHB typically overwinters in crop 
and grass residues on or in the soil, 
as well as in seed. Seedlings can 
become infected at emergence. 
Wind-borne spores are formed in 
fruiting structures formed on old 
infested crop residues and are then 
spread by wind to infect florets 
when the grain is at the flowering 
stage. Warm, moist weather 
worsens the infection. A second 
rain-splashed spore stage can 
form on infected head tissue. 

Fusarium Head Blight is a 
declared Pest under the Alberta 
Agricultural Pest Act (APA), which 
is a Provincial statute. Alberta 
Agriculture & Rural Development 
legislation enacts municipalities to 
appoint Agricultural Pest Inspectors 
who perform inspections 
throughout the growing season. 
Brazeau County Agricultural 
Pest Inspectors have not found 
Fusarium Head Blight to date, but 
neighboring municipalities have 
confirmed infestations.  



FusaRium 
Fast Facts
Fusarium Graminearum was first 
identified in England in 1884 and 
soon made it’s first appearence in 
Eastern Canada.

In 1923, Manitoba became the first 
Western Province where FHB was 
identified and it can now be found 
reaching all the way into Northern 
British Columbia.

The toxin created by Fusarium in 
wheat and barley is deoxynivalenol 
(DON). Humans consuming flour 
made from wheat contaminated 
with DON will often demonstrate 
symptoms of nausea, fever, 
headaches, and vomiting.

FHB has cost Canadian producers 
and the grain trade more than a 
billion dollars over the last 30 years.

Our goal is to prevent this disease from entering 
Brazeau County.  
 
Prevention is the best strategy for FHB. Following 
these best management practices is key in preventing 
FHB from being introduced to your soil. 

Seed Selection - Producers must avoid planting 
seed that is infected with F. graminearum. Seed 
of susceptible crop species must be tested by a 
seed testing laboratory and only seed with non-
detectable levels of F. graminearum is to be used 
for seeding purposes. Variety of seed is also a 
consideration as using the least susceptible varieties 
will help to reduce the risk of fusarium head 
blight and perhaps the potential for buildup of F. 
graminearum. 

Crop Rotation - To help slow down the buildup 
of infested crop residues a crop rotation away from 
cereals to non-hosts, including canola, pulses and 
forage legumes should be considered for at least 
2 years. This will allow enough time for infested 
residue to decompose before the next cereal crop is 
seeded. 

Testing Seed - Ensure any cereal seed you plant 
this year has been tested and certified as Fusarium 
free, as seed cleaning plants will not accept without 
a “No Detection” certificate. Brazeau County will 
cover the cost of two samples per farm at no charge. 
Drop off two cups of cereal seed at the office and 
we will forward it onto an accredited laboratory. 

Agricultural Pest Inspectors will inspect fields for 
infestations in 2014. If you suspect you have FHB 
or for more information, please contact Agricultural 
Services at 780-542-7777.



Currently the Agricultural Division has a fleet of: 
1 -1 ton truck with a 2400 liter tank, equipped with a 
GPS for mapping purposes, weather system and an 3 
meter boom with various boom buster nozzles. 
1- Tractor with Degelman Liqui-fire mowing system. 

Roadside Spraying
Roadside spraying is carried out throughout the 
County annually to ensure public safety. The goal is 
to keep rural roadsides free of Prohibited Noxious 
and Noxious weeds and brush less than two meters 
in height. Approximately half of the County is 
covered for brush and weed control annually, 500-
700 miles linearly. Agricultural Division will be 
applying herbicide to roadsides within the County 
starting in May and continue until September. 
Spot and broadcast herbicide applications and 
other integrated management practices will be used.

VegetatIon management
• Control weeds

• Allow clear sight lines to signs and intersections

• Reduce snow accumulation

• Promote road drainage and drying

• Facilitate snow removal

•  Ensure that wildlife grazing at the roadside or 
preparing to cross the roadway are clearly visible 
to motorists.

Vegetation is controlled along roadways to: Fence Line Spraying
Landowners facing the challenge of trying to control 
vegetation in their fence line have another option! 
The Agricultural Division will spray 1 meter into 
landowner’s properties at no extra charge, targeting 
Prohibited Noxious and/or Noxious weeds or brush. 
The fence line must be adjacent to a County roadway 
and vegetation no taller than 2 meters in height. 
Please contact the office for an agreement and an 
appointment will be made with you to assess the 
equipment and herbicide best suited for your fence 
line.  

No Spray Program
If a landowner wishes to not have roadways 
adjacent to their property sprayed they may enter 
into an agreement where the applicant assumes 
responsibility of the designated Prohibited Noxious 
and Noxious weeds under the Alberta Weed Control 
Act and woody vegetation in the County roadways. 
If your property is situated on a highway, please 
contact Alberta Transportation. Please contact the 
office for more information. 

Roadside Mowing
Annual mowing operations consist of controlling 
weeds and keeping clear sightlines along roadways. 
The Degelman Liqui-fire mower with side-arm mows 
approximately 15 feet (shoulder of road to ditch 
bottom) of roadside on all County roads. This mower 
cuts grass and applies herbicide at the same time.



Municipalities are given the 
authority under the Alberta 
Weed Control Act by the 
Government of Alberta, to 
inspect and enforce Prohibited 
Noxious or Noxious weeds. 
Weed inspectors, which are 
appointed by Council, are 
assigned a specific area in 
the County in which they 
complete their inspections 
for the growing season.

ConTrol 
Program

Weed  

Orange Hawkweed
Tall Buttercup
Ox-eye Daisy
Wild caraway
Thistle



T he duties of a weed inspector are to:  
inspect all public and private lands for 
Prohibited Noxious and/or Noxious 
weeds, respond to and follow up on 
complaints, and issue weed notices 
in accordance with Alberta’s Weed 

Control Act. The overall objective of Brazeau County 
is to carry out a Weed Control program, to prevent 
the spread and establishment of weeds on public and 
private lands. 

Weed Designations 
Under the Alberta Weed Control Act there are two 
lists of weeds that require control or eradication.

Prohibited Noxious - is a plant designated in 
accordance with the regulations as a prohibited 
noxious weed and includes the plant’s seeds. Plants 
in this category are either not currently found in 
Alberta or are found in few locations such that 
eradication could be possible. Under the Weed 
Control Act a person has a responsibility to destroy a 
prohibited noxious weed.

Noxious - is a plant designated in accordance with 
the regulations as a noxious weed and includes the 
plant’s seeds. A local authority may conduct control 
programs for these weeds if they feel they may have 
significant ecological or economic impact on lands 
within their municipality.

Weed Inspection Report
The information on the report will provide you 
with the weed(s) present on your property. A letter 
accompanies the report with instructions on how to 
control or eradicate the weed and a date in which a 
re-inspection will be completed. A fact sheet about 
the weed is also included, along with your weed 
inspectors contact information. Our intent is to work 
in harmony with landowners in the battle against 
weeds, whereby communicating with the weed 
inspector your intentions for control is encouraged. 
Please do not hesitate to contact the Agricultural 
Division if you have questions or concerns about 
the information you receive throughout the growing 
season.

Weed Inspection Notice
A Weed Notice is a legal document that can be 
enforced if action is not taken by the expiration 

date. If you receive a Weed Notice, it is due to either 
one of two main factors: 1) Prohibited Noxious 
weeds have been identified on your property and 
require immediate action, or 2) Notification by way 
of a Weed Inspection Report has been sent to you 
but no action has been taken, thereby prompting 
the weed inspector to issue a Notice. In the case 
of non-compliance of a weed notice, legal action 
may be initiated and arrangements will be made to 
commence enforcement work. Under conditions of 
non-compliance of a weed notice, the weeds will 
be controlled through either municipal resources or 
a contractor hired and paid by the County. All costs 
will be recovered by applying to the tax roll of the 
property to be paid by the landowner. 

If you receive either a Report or Notice, please 
contact your Weed Inspector for clarification, or to 
provide a plan of action. We all have a vested interest 
in caring for our County and appreciate your efforts 
and time in the fight against weeds. 

Hawkweed Spraying Program
In 2013, the Hawkweed Spraying Program was 
developed to combat this aggressive Prohibited 
Noxious weed. If you have received a weed report 
identifying Yellow Hawkweed, Orange Hawkweed 
or Mouse-ear Hawkweed, you qualify to have 1 acre 
treated with a selective herbicide by Agricultural 
Division staff. This is at no charge as we are working 
diligently to eradicate all Hawkweeds present in 
Brazeau County. Please contact the office for an 
agreement and an appointment will be made with 
you to assess the equipment and herbicide best suited 
for your situation. 

20% Herbicide Rebate Program 
Brazeau County offers a rebate of 20% off the cost 
of either Grazon or Restore herbicides purchased for 
the control of Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds 
on your land. All you need is an inspection form or 
notice from our weed inspectors and a receipt of 
the herbicide that was purchased. Once you have 
sprayed the weeds, come into our office with a copy 
of your receipt of Grazon or Restore purchased 
and fill out a form. The weed inspectors will then 
re-inspect your land and a cheque will be mailed to 
you for the rebate amount. This programs objective is 
to encourage weed control and to assist in the costs 
associated with it. Don’t wait to participate!



Shelterbelt tree 
Program
Shelterbelt trees are an integral part of Alberta’s 
landscape. The management of soil, water and wind 
erosion can be minimized by utilizing trees in a 
planned manner. We encourage the use of such 
plantings and will assist with information about 
shelterbelt nurseries. As the Prairie Shelterbelt Tree 
Program is no longer available, please don’t be 
discouraged. The two nurseries below specialize 
in large volume orders and have shipping options 
available. 

Alberta Shelterbelt Program- Marketland  
Alberta Shelterbelt Program is accepting mail in orders 
up to March 15th. Orders by phone or online will be 
accepted up to April 1st. Shipping options available, 
contact for more information.

Alberta Nurseries
Bowden, AB 
Phone:  403-224-3544 
Fax:  403-224-2455
www.marketland.net

Tree Time Services 
Tree Time Services online store opens in January and 
closes in early June. Phone or order online, with 
shipping dates available from April to June.

Tree Time Services Inc.
Edmonton, AB
Phone:  1-866-873-3846
Fax:  780-472-0460
www.treetime.ca

Soil Sampling
Before planting your crop or garden, make sure to 
soil sample first. A soil probe is available to rent or 
Agricultural Division staff can collect the samples for 
you. Lab charges are the responsibility of the resident; 
however a 50% subsidy is applied to the first two 
samples. Please call the office to set up soil sampling 
or to rent the soil probe.

Conservation



Cattle Squeeze
Corral Panels
Bale Scale
Cattle Scale
Loading Chute
Tipping Tables (left/right)

Brillion Seeder
Hand Grass Seeder
Soil Sampler
Feed Probe
Bran Bait Applicator
Gallagher HR3 Tag Reader
  
Traps
Skunk Trap
Porcupine Trap
Squirrel Trap
  
Spray Equipment
ATV 10 Gal. Sprayer
Backpack 4 Gal. Sprayer
Pasture 300 Gal. Sprayer 
(boomless nozzles-clevis hitch)

  
Signage
Smoke Signs
Cattle Drive Signs
Agricultural Haul Route Signs

$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$100.00
$250.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
  
  
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
  
 

$150.00
$150.00
$110.00

$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$30.00/day
$80.00/day
No Charge
No Charge
No Charge
$15.00/day
$25.00/day
  

$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
$10.00/7 days
  
  
$25.00/day
$5.00/day
$35.00/day
  
 

No Charge
No Charge
No Charge

From cattle squeezes and corral panels to skunk traps and pesticide sprayers, if 
you need it, we may have it.  Contact the Brazeau County office at 780-542-7777 
for additional information or to reserve and rent.

Brazeau County Equipment Rentals

Eq u i p m E N t RE N ta l  FE E DamagE DEpOsit



Saturday 
April 12th, 2014
What’s Your Emergency?
Rural emergencies occur every day - whether it be weeds, pests, natural 
disasters or a land management problem.

This day is dedicated towards preparing for future unexpected events.

Preparation topics include:
• Emergency Preparedness for Rural Albertans
• Preventative Gardening Tips 
• Crop Disease Preparedness - Clubroot & Fusarium Head Blight
• Healthy Pasture, Healthy Horse
• Rural Crime Prevention Tips

Mackenzie Conference Centre, 
Drayton Valley 

Registration at 8-9 am
$30 per individual or $50 per Farm Unit/Group
Breakfast (8-9 am) and Lunch served

For further information or to register, please contact Lisa Rabel 
or Tara McGinn at 780-542-7777


