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RESOURCES 
 

BUSINESS LINK 
100, 10237—104 St. 

Edmonton, AB 
1-800-272-9675 

www.canadabusiness..ab.ca 
 

COMMUNITY FUTURES CAPITAL REGION 
5006—50 St.  

Stony Plain, AB  
780-968-7013 

www.cfcapitalregion.ca 

  How to start a 
  Trail Riding     
  Business  

 
Trail Rides are a form of relaxation that 

follows the growing trend of  
tourism;  

a combination of education and  
recreation. Western lifestyle combined 

with a relaxing atmosphere  
surrounded by horses, friendly people, 

fresh air and open trails creates an  
attractive holiday getaway for  

any tourist! 

Tourism Development Series 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Brazeau County:  780-542-7777 
Brazeau Regional Tourism:  780-542-7529 

Village of Breton:  780-696-3636 
Town of Drayton  Valley:  780-514-2200 

 
ASSOCIATIONS 

 
Alberta Trail Riding Association 

www.atra.ca 
The Cowboy Trail  

www.thecowboytrail.com 
Alberta Country Vacations Association 

1-866-217-2282 
www.albertacountryvacation.com 

Cowboy Trail Tourism Association 
1-866-627-3051 

www.thecowboytrail.com 
Alberta Outfitters Association 

1-800-742-5548 
www.albertaoutfitters.com 

If opening a Trail Riding Business is 
something you have in mind, this 

pamphlet is designed to offer 
suggestions and make you aware of 

things to consider. 



 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Whatever the reason for 
starting a Trail Riding Busi-
ness, always remember 
that it is a business and 
should be treated as such. 

 
FIRST THINGS FIRST:   
 
Find out if the proposed Trail Riding Business is 
allowable in your area by contacting the Planning 
and Development Department of Brazeau Coun-
ty.  Occasionally, this can be a timely process. 
 
THINGS TO CONSIDER: 
 
Location:  Where will your Trail Rides be  
located?  Is it easily accessible to the public?  Is 
the terrain challenging or not to tourists?  Will the 
trails be safe for the inexperienced to advanced 
trail rider?  Are you planning overnight trail rides 
and if so what is the plan for a campout? 
 
People:  How are your people skills?  Do you 
enjoy having people around?  How will you han-
dle overflow? 
 
Time:  Are you willing to put in the time required?  
Do you have the organizational and time man-
agement skills?  Do you have the livestock and 
horsemanship skills?  
 
Seasons:   Is your Trail Riding Business going to 
be affected by the seasons?  Will you have suffi-
cient activities to keep it open year round to the 
public?  
 
Funding:  Do you have the money to cover start-
up costs?  Will you be able to make enough mon-
ey to cover expenses?  
 
 

Tourism Development Series:  How to start a Trail Riding Business   
RESEARCH & Plan:  Contact Brazeau County for 
zoning requirements and then the various associ-
ations listed in this pamphlet.  Consider marketing 
costs and start-up costs in the planning stages. 
 

BUSINESS PLAN:  A detailed description of your 
Trail Riding Business and the goals you have 
made for your new venture.  A Business Plan will 
tell you whether or not the business will be viable 
and if you will require funding from the bank.  If 
you need help creating a Business Plan, refer to 
the Business Link or Community Futures Capital 
Region or others we have as a reference.  The 
contact information for both can be found on the 
back page of this pamphlet and on our Contacts 
and Resources sheet. 
 
 Staff 
 Equipment 
 Advertising 
 Signage 
 Insurance 
 Permits 
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